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The Banality of Ghosts
���‡�ƒ�”�…�Š�‹�•�‰���ˆ�‘�”�����—�•�ƒ�•�‹�–�›���™�‹�–�Š���
�‘�•�Š�—�ƒ�����’�’�‡�•�Š�‡�‹�•�‡�”���‹�•�� 
���
�
������������������������������

����������������

In ���
�
�����������������������������������
�‘�•�Š�—�ƒ�����’�’�‡�•�Š�‡�‹�•�‡�”�á���
�������������������V�T�U�V���á���
�‘�•�Š�—�ƒ�����’�’�‡�•�Š�‡�‹�•�‡�”��
searches for humanity by assessing the rituals, routines and words of former perpe-
�–�”�ƒ�–�‘�”�•�� �™�Š�‘�� �’�ƒ�”�–�‹�…�‹�’�ƒ�–�‡�†�� �‹�•�� �–�Š�‡�� �U�]�Z�Y���Z�Z�� �‰�‡�•�‘�…�‹�†�‡�� �‹�•�� ���‡�†�ƒ�•�á�� ���•�†�‘�•�‡�•�‹�ƒ�ä�� ���Š�‹�•�� �ƒ�”�–�‹�…�Ž�‡��
puts ���
�
���������������������������������‹�•���–�Š�‡���…�‘�•�–�‡�š�–���‘�ˆ�����’�’�‡�•�Š�‡�‹�•�‡�”�ï�•���™�”�‹�–�‹�•�‰�•���‘�•���¤�Ž�•���ƒ�•�†���˜�‹�‘�Ž�‡�•�…�‡��
�ƒ�•�†�� �‡�š�’�Ž�‘�”�‡�•�� �Š�‘�™�� �Š�‹�•�� �¤�Ž�•�� �•�‡�‰�‘�–�‹�ƒ�–�‡�•�� �Š�—�•�ƒ�•�‹�–�›�� �„�›�� �™�‘�”�•�‹�•�‰�� �™�‹�–�Š�� �ƒ�� �•�‹�•�•�‹�‘�•�ƒ�”�›�� �’�ƒ�”�ƒ-
�†�‹�‰�•���‘�ˆ���‡�š�’�”�‡�•�•�‹�˜�‡���‰�—�‹�Ž�–���–�Š�ƒ�–���•�‡�”�˜�‡�•���•�‘�–���‘�•�Ž�›���–�Š�‡���†�‹�”�‡�…�–�‘�”���„�—�–���ƒ�Ž�•�‘���ƒ���…�”�‹�–�‹�…�ƒ�Ž���ƒ�—�†�‹�‡�•�…�‡��
�–�‘���‰�‹�˜�‡���ƒ���Š�ƒ�’�’�›���‡�•�†�‹�•�‰�ä

����������������

���‡�”�’�‡�–�”�ƒ�–�‘�”�•�á�� �”�‡�æ�‡�•�ƒ�…�–�•�‡�•�–�á�� ���•�†�‘�•�‡�•�‹�ƒ�•�� �‰�‡�•�‘�…�‹�†�‡�� �U�]�Z�Y���Z�Z�á�� �
�‘�•�Š�—�ƒ�� ���’�’�‡�•�Š�‡�‹�•�‡�”�á��
ghosts, archaeological performance

�������
����������

���—�…�‹�‡�•���˜�ƒ�•�����‹�‡�”�‡���‹�•�����•�•�‘�…�‹�ƒ�–�‡�����”�‘�ˆ�‡�•�•�‘�”���ƒ�–�����–�”�‡�…�Š�–�����•�‹�˜�‡�”�•�‹�–�›�á���™�Š�‡�”�‡���Š�‡���–�‡�ƒ�…�Š�‡�•���”�‡�Ž�‹-
�‰�‹�‘�—�•���•�–�—�†�‹�‡�•���‹�•���–�Š�‡���	�ƒ�…�—�Ž�–�›���‘�ˆ�����—�•�ƒ�•�‹�–�‹�‡�•�ä�����‹�•���ƒ�…�ƒ�†�‡�•�‹�…���™�‘�”�•���‡�š�’�Ž�‘�”�‡�•���–�Š�‡���”�‡�Ž�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•-
�•�Š�‹�’�� �„�‡�–�™�‡�‡�•�� �”�‡�Ž�‹�‰�‹�‘�•�á�� �”�‡�’�”�‡�•�‡�•�–�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•�� �ƒ�•�†�� �˜�‹�‘�Ž�‡�•�…�‡�ä�� ���‡�� �Š�ƒ�•�� �’�—�„�Ž�‹�•�Š�‡�†�� �‘�•�� �•�—�„�Œ�‡�…�–�•��
�”�ƒ�•�‰�‹�•�‰���ˆ�”�‘�•���–�Š�‡�����•�„�‘�•���…�‹�˜�‹�Ž���™�ƒ�”���–�‘���–�Š�‡���’�Ž�ƒ�…�‡���‘�ˆ�����•�Ž�ƒ�•���‹�•���•�‡�…�—�Ž�ƒ�”���’�‘�Ž�‹�–�‹�…�•���ƒ�•�†���–�Š�‡���ˆ�—-
�–�—�”�‡���‘�ˆ���”�‡�Ž�‹�‰�‹�‘�—�•���•�–�—�†�‹�‡�•�ä

����������������������������������������

�	�‘�”���
�‘�•�Š�—�ƒ�����’�’�‡�•�Š�‡�‹�•�‡�”���…�‹�•�‡�•�ƒ���‹�•���ƒ���•�‡�ƒ�•�•���ƒ�•�†���ƒ�•���‘�„�Œ�‡�…�–���‘�ˆ���”�‡�•�‡�ƒ�”�…�Š�ä1 Movie-
�•�ƒ�•�‹�•�‰�á���Š�‡���ƒ�•�•�‡�”�–�•�á���…�ƒ�•���„�‡���—�•�†�‡�”�•�–�‘�‘�†���ƒ�•���ƒ���”�‡�•�‡�ƒ�”�…�Š���–�‘�‘�Ž���ƒ�•�†���ƒ���”�‡�•�‡�ƒ�”�…�Š���•�‡�–�Š-
�‘�†�ä�����•���Š�‹�•���•�‘�˜�‹�‡�����
�
������������������������������, which is about the perpetrators of the mass 

�U	 ���’�’�‡�•�Š�‡�‹�•�‡�”���V�T�T�]�ä
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�•�‹�Ž�Ž�‹�•�‰�•���‹�•�����•�†�‘�•�‡�•�‹�ƒ���‹�•���U�]�Z�Y���Z�Z�á���–�Š�‡���¤�Ž�•�•�ƒ�•�‡�”���„�‡�…�‘�•�‡�•���ƒ���–�Š�‡�”�ƒ�’�‡�—�–�‹�…���”�‡�•�‡�ƒ�”�…�Š�‡�”��
�Ž�‘�‘�•�‹�•�‰���ˆ�‘�”���ƒ�•�•�™�‡�”�•���–�‘���“�—�‡�•�–�‹�‘�•�•���ƒ�„�‘�—�–���Š�—�•�ƒ�•�‹�–�›�á���”�‡�•�’�‘�•�•�‹�„�‹�Ž�‹�–�›���ƒ�•�†���ƒ�—�–�Š�‡�•�–�‹�…-
�‹�–�›�ä�����Š�”�‘�—�‰�Š���Š�‹�•���‡�•�…�‘�—�”�ƒ�‰�‡�•�‡�•�–���‘�ˆ���ˆ�‘�”�•�‡�”���•�‹�Ž�Ž�‡�”�•���–�‘���•�ƒ�•�‡���ƒ���•�‘�˜�‹�‡���ƒ�„�‘�—�–���–�Š�‡�����•-
donesian purges, the protagonists become mediators of their own truths, with 
���’�’�‡�•�Š�‡�‹�•�‡�”�á���ƒ�•�†���„�‡�Š�‹�•�†���Š�‹�•���ƒ���‰�Ž�‘�„�ƒ�Ž���’�—�„�Ž�‹�…�á���ƒ�•���•�‘�”�ƒ�Ž���”�‡�•�‡�ƒ�”�…�Š�‡�”�•�ä��

For Oppenheimer, the movie addresses a general issue about what happens 
�‹�ˆ���•�‹�Ž�Ž�‡�”�•���ƒ�”�‡���•�‘�–���…�‘�•�˜�‹�…�–�‡�†�á���™�Š�‡�•���ƒ���•�–�ƒ�–�‡���‘�ˆ���ò�‹�•�’�—�•�‹�–�›�ó�������ƒ���–�‡�”�•���Š�‡���”�‡�’�‡�ƒ�–�‡�†�Ž�›��
�•�‡�•�–�‹�‘�•�•�������•�—�‰�‰�‡�•�–�•���–�Š�‡���•�‹�Ž�Ž�‹�•�‰�•���™�‡�”�‡���Œ�—�•�–�‹�¤�‡�†���ƒ�•�†���•�—�„�Œ�‡�…�–�•���…�‘�Ž�Ž�‡�…�–�‹�˜�‡���•�‡�•�‘�”�›��
�–�‘�� �ƒ�� �•�–�”�ƒ�–�‡�‰�›�� �‘�ˆ�� �ˆ�‘�”�‰�‡�–�–�‹�•�‰�ä�� ���Š�ƒ�–�� ���’�’�‡�•�Š�‡�‹�•�‡�”�� �‡�š�’�‡�…�–�•�� �–�‘�� �•�‡�‡�� �ƒ�•�†�� �Š�‡�ƒ�”�� ���Š�‹�•��
�ƒ�•�ƒ�œ�‡�•�‡�•�–���ƒ�„�‘�—�–���™�Š�ƒ�–���Š�ƒ�’�’�‡�•�‡�†���‹�•�����•�†�‘�•�‡�•�‹�ƒ���á���™�Š�ƒ�–���Š�‡���™�‹�•�Š�‡�•���ˆ�‘�”�•�‡�”���•�‹�Ž�Ž�‡�”�•��
�–�‘���‡�š�’�”�‡�•�•�����”�‡�‰�”�‡�–�á���…�‘�•�ˆ�”�‘�•�–�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•�����ƒ�•�†���Š�‘�™���Š�‡���—�•�†�‡�”�•�–�ƒ�•�†�•���–�Š�‡���Ž�‹�•�•���„�‡�–�™�‡�‡�•���ƒ��
�˜�‹�‘�Ž�‡�•�–���’�ƒ�•�–���ƒ�•�†���ƒ�•���ƒ�†�Œ�—�”�‡�†���’�”�‡�•�‡�•�–���‡�š�’�”�‡�•�•�‡�†���‹�•���–�Š�‡���‰�‡�•�–�—�”�‡�•�á���”�‹�–�—�ƒ�Ž�•���ƒ�•�†���”�‘�—-
�–�‹�•�‡�•���‘�ˆ���Š�‹�•���’�”�‘�–�ƒ�‰�‘�•�‹�•�–�•���ˆ�‘�”�•���ƒ���•�‘�–�‡�”�‹�‘�Ž�‘�‰�‹�…�ƒ�Ž���’�‡�”�•�’�‡�…�–�‹�˜�‡���‘�•���Š�—�•�ƒ�•�‹�–�›�ä��

���›�� �‘�„�Œ�‡�…�–�� �‘�ˆ�� �•�–�—�†�›�� �‹�•�����
�
�� �������� ������ ���������������á�� �ƒ�Ž�‘�•�‰�� �™�‹�–�Š�� ���’�’�‡�•�Š�‡�‹�•�‡�”�ï�•�� �‡�¡�‘�”�–��
�–�‘�� �”�‡�•�–�‘�”�‡�� �–�Š�‡�� �Š�—�•�ƒ�•�‹�–�›�� �‘�ˆ�� �–�Š�‡�� �•�‹�Ž�Ž�‡�”�•�� �–�Š�”�‘�—�‰�Š�� �”�‡�æ�‡�•�ƒ�…�–�•�‡�•�–�� �ƒ�•�†�� �…�‘�•�ˆ�”�‘�•�–�ƒ-
�–�‹�‘�•�ä�������™�‹�Ž�Ž���ƒ�”�‰�—�‡���–�Š�ƒ�–�����’�’�‡�•�Š�‡�‹�•�‡�”���„�‡�Ž�‹�‡�˜�‡�•���‹�•���ƒ���Š�—�•�ƒ�•�‹�–�›���–�Š�ƒ�–���”�‡�˜�‡�ƒ�Ž�•���‹�–�•�‡�Ž�ˆ���‹�•��
�”�‡�˜�—�Ž�•�‹�‘�•�� �ƒ�–�� �•�‹�Ž�Ž�‹�•�‰�ä�����Š�‹�•�� �„�‡�Ž�‹�‡�ˆ�� �•�‘�–�� �‘�•�Ž�›�� �Ž�‡�ƒ�†�•�� �–�‘�� �–�Š�‡���†�‡�…�‹�•�‹�‘�•�� �–�‘�� �ˆ�‘�Ž�Ž�‘�™���ˆ�‘�”�•�‡�”��
�†�‡�ƒ�–�Š�æ�•�“�—�ƒ�†�� �Ž�‡�ƒ�†�‡�”�� ���•�™�ƒ�”�� ���‘�•�‰�‘�� �‘�•�� �Š�‹�•�� �™�ƒ�›�� �–�‘�� �ò�”�‡�‰�”�‡�–�ó�á�� �„�—�–�� �ƒ�Ž�•�‘�� �‘�’�‡�•�•�� �—�’��
�–�Š�‡���•�‹�•�•�‹�‘�•�ƒ�”�›���’�Ž�‘�–���‘�ˆ���–�Š�‡���•�‘�˜�‹�‡�ä�����Š�‡���†�‹�”�‡�…�–�‘�”���•�‡�‡�•���–�Š�‡���ƒ�„�•�‡�•�–���˜�‹�…�–�‹�•�•���•�–�‹�Ž�Ž���’�”�‡-
�•�‡�•�–�� �ƒ�•�� �ò�‰�Š�‘�•�–�•�ó�á�� �Š�ƒ�—�•�–�‹�•�‰���–�Š�”�‘�—�‰�Š���–�Š�‡�� �•�‹�Ž�‡�•�…�‡�á�� �‰�”�ƒ�•�•�ƒ�”�� �ƒ�•�†�� �”�‘�—�–�‹�•�‡�•�� �‘�ˆ�� �–�Š�‡��
�•�‹�Ž�Ž�‡�”�•�ä�����Š�‡���—�•�‡�ƒ�•�‡���…�”�‡�ƒ�–�‡�†���„�›���–�Š�‡�‹�”���’�”�‡�•�‡�•�…�‡���Ž�‡�ƒ�†�•�����‘�•�‰�‘���–�‘���ƒ���ò�…�‘�•�˜�‡�”�•�‹�‘�•�ó���‹�•��
�ˆ�”�‘�•�–���‘�ˆ���–�Š�‡���…�ƒ�•�‡�”�ƒ�ä���	�‘�”�����’�’�‡�•�Š�‡�‹�•�‡�”�á���ƒ�•���ƒ�…�–���‘�ˆ���•�‹�Ž�Ž�‹�•�‰���•�‡�‡�•�•���–�‘���„�‡���ƒ���˜�‹�‘�Ž�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•��
�‘�ˆ���–�Š�‡���•�ƒ�…�”�‡�†�•�‡�•�•���‘�ˆ���Š�—�•�ƒ�•���Ž�‹�ˆ�‡�ä�����—�…�Š���ƒ�•���ƒ�…�–���†�‡�•�ƒ�•�†�•���”�‡�•�‘�”�•�‡�ä�����Š�‡���†�‹�•�…�‘�˜�‡�”�›��
of humanity in ���
�
�� �������� ������ ���������������� �‹�•�� �”�‡�Ž�ƒ�–�‡�†�� �–�‘�� �–�Š�‹�•�� �…�‘�•�˜�‡�”�•�‹�‘�•�� �‘�ˆ�� ���‘�•�‰�‘�ä�� ���Š�‡��
�‘�–�Š�‡�”���•�‹�Ž�Ž�‡�”�•�á���Š�‘�™�‡�˜�‡�”�á���Ž�‹�•�‡�����†�‹�����—�Ž�•�ƒ�†�”�›�á���†�‘���•�‘�–���•�Š�‘�™���ƒ�•�›���”�‡�•�‘�”�•�‡���‹�•���–�Š�‡���¤�Ž�•�ä��
���•���ˆ�‘�Ž�Ž�‘�™�‹�•�‰�����‘�•�‰�‘�á���ƒ���…�Ž�‡�ƒ�”���†�‡�…�‹�•�‹�‘�•���•�‡�‡�•�•���–�‘���Š�ƒ�˜�‡���„�‡�‡�•���•�ƒ�†�‡�á���”�‡�ª�‡�…�–�‹�•�‰���ƒ���•�‹�•-
�•�‹�‘�•�ƒ�”�›���–�”�ƒ�Œ�‡�…�–�‘�”�›���–�Š�ƒ�–���Ž�‡�ƒ�†�•���–�‘���ƒ�•���‡�š�’�”�‡�•�•�‹�‘�•���‘�ˆ���”�‡�‰�”�‡�–���ƒ�•���ƒ���…�‘�•�ˆ�‡�•�•�‹�‘�•���‘�ˆ���‰�—�‹�Ž�–�ä��
���•�’�”�‡�•�•�‹�˜�‡���‰�ƒ�•�‰�•�–�‡�”�����‘�–�‘���ƒ�•�†���‹�•�–�‡�Ž�Ž�‡�…�–�—�ƒ�Ž���ˆ�‘�”�•�‡�”���•�‹�Ž�Ž�‡�”�����—�Ž�•�ƒ�†�”�›���†�”�‘�’���‘�—�–���‘�ˆ���–�Š�‡��
�•�‘�˜�‹�‡���–�‘�™�ƒ�”�†�•���–�Š�‡���‡�•�†�ä�����’�’�‡�•�Š�‡�‹�•�‡�”�ï�•���¤�Ž�•���…�‹�”�…�—�Ž�ƒ�–�‡�•���ƒ�”�‘�—�•�†���”�‡�’�”�‡�•�‡�•�–�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•�•��
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���‘�•�—�•�‹�•�� ���•�†�‘�•�‡�•�‹�ƒ�� ���������� ���� ���‘�•�•�—�•�‹�•�–�� ���ƒ�”�–�›�� �‘�ˆ�� ���•�†�‘�•�‡�•�‹�ƒ���� �Š�ƒ�†�� �–�”�‘�—�„�Ž�‡�� �…�Š�‘�‘�•-
�‹�•�‰���•�‹�†�‡�•�á���ƒ�•�†���’�ƒ�”�–�Ž�›���ƒ�•���ƒ���”�‡�•�—�Ž�–���‘�ˆ���–�Š�‡���…�Ž�—�•�•�›���”�‡�•�’�‘�•�•�‡���‘�ˆ���–�Š�‡���������á���–�Š�‡���…�‡�•�–�”�ƒ�Ž��
�…�‘�•�•�‹�–�–�‡�‡�� �‘�ˆ�� �–�Š�‡�� �’�ƒ�”�–�›�� �™�ƒ�•�� �„�Ž�ƒ�•�‡�†�� �ˆ�‘�”�� �‘�”�…�Š�‡�•�–�”�ƒ�–�‹�•�‰�� �–�Š�‡�� �…�‘�—�’�ä�� ���•�� �–�Š�‡�� �›�‡�ƒ�”�•��
�„�‡�ˆ�‘�”�‡�� �–�Š�‡�� �…�‘�—�’�á�� �–�Š�‡�� �������� �Š�ƒ�†�� �„�‡�‡�•�� �ƒ�� �˜�‘�…�‹�ˆ�‡�”�‘�—�•�� �’�”�‡�•�‡�•�…�‡�� �‹�•�� ���•�†�‘�•�‡�•�‹�ƒ�•�� �’�—�„-
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munist hate campaign was launched and was enthusiastically received, espe-
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dominantly carried out by civilians who were members of youth groups and para-
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During and after the atrocities, the government organised systematic discrimi-
nation against family members, with the children of murdered or imprisoned 
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THE IDIOM OF GHOSTS

���’�’�‡�•�Š�‡�‹�•�‡�”���™�ƒ�Ž�•�•���ƒ���•�’�‡�…�—�Ž�ƒ�–�‹�˜�‡���’�ƒ�–�Š���‹�•���ƒ�†�ƒ�’�–�‹�•�‰���ƒ���Ž�ƒ�•�‰�—�ƒ�‰�‡���‘�ˆ���•�’�‡�…�–�”�‡�•�á���‰�Š�‘�•�–�•��
�ƒ�•�†���’�‘�™�‡�”�•�ä�����Š�‹�•�� �‹�•�á�� �Š�‡���…�Ž�ƒ�‹�•�•�á�� �–�Š�‡���Ž�ƒ�•�‰�—�ƒ�‰�‡���™�‹�–�Š���™�Š�‹�…�Š���–�Š�‡���’�ƒ�”�–�‹�…�‹�’�ƒ�•�–�•�� �‹�•�� �–�Š�‡��
�•�‘�˜�‹�‡���ƒ�”�–�‹�…�—�Ž�ƒ�–�‡���–�Š�‡���ƒ�”�…�Š�ƒ�‡�‘�Ž�‘�‰�‹�…�ƒ�Ž���’�‡�”�ˆ�‘�”�•�ƒ�•�…�‡���‘�ˆ���–�Š�‡�‹�”���Š�‹�•�–�‘�”�›���‹�•���–�Š�‡���‹�•�–�‡�”�˜�‹�‡�™�•�ã��

���•���–�Š�‡���˜�‹�Ž�Ž�ƒ�‰�‡�•���‘�ˆ�����‡�”�†�ƒ�•�‰�æ���‡�†�ƒ�‰�ƒ�‹�����‡�‰�‡�•�…�›���™�Š�‡�”�‡���–�Š�‡���¤�Ž�•�•���ƒ�”�‡���„�‡�‹�•�‰���•�ƒ�†�‡�á���‡�š�–�‡�”-
�•�‹�•�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•���ƒ�•�†���–�Š�‡���†�‡�ƒ�†���ƒ�”�‡���‹�•�‡�˜�‹�–�ƒ�„�Ž�›���–�Š�‘�—�‰�Š�–���–�Š�”�‘�—�‰�Š���–�Š�‡���‹�†�‹�‘�•���‘�ˆ���‰�Š�‘�•�–�•�á���ƒ�•�†���‡�š-
�’�Ž�‘�”�‡�†���–�Š�”�‘�—�‰�Š���•�’�‹�”�‹�–���’�‘�•�•�‡�•�•�‹�‘�•�����•�‡�•�ƒ�•�—�•�•�ƒ�•�����ƒ�•�†���–�Š�‡���…�ƒ�Ž�Ž�‹�•�‰���‘�ˆ���‰�Š�‘�•�–�•���–�Š�”�‘�—�‰�Š���ƒ��
�•�’�‹�”�‹�–���•�‡�†�‹�—�•�����’�ƒ�•�‰�‰�‹�Ž���”�‘�Š���ä�����Š�‡���’�”�‘�•�‹�•�‡�•�…�‡���‘�ˆ���•�’�‡�…�–�”�ƒ�Ž�‹�–�›���ƒ�•�†���‰�Š�‘�•�–�•�á���ƒ�•���†�‹�•�…�—�”�•�‹�˜�‡��
�”�‡�‰�‹�•�–�‡�”�á���‡�˜�‹�†�‡�•�…�‡�•���–�Š�‡���Š�‘�Ž�†���‡�š�‡�”�–�‡�†���„�›���–�Š�‡���†�‡�ƒ�†���‘�•���–�Š�‡���•�’�‡�‡�…�Š���‘�ˆ���–�Š�‡���Ž�‹�˜�‹�•�‰�ä�����Š�‡���Ž�ƒ�•-
�‰�—�ƒ�‰�‡���‘�ˆ���‰�Š�‘�•�–�•���¤�‰�—�”�‡�•���–�Š�‡���•�’�‡�…�–�”�ƒ�Ž���•�‘�–���•�‡�”�‡�Ž�›���ƒ�•���ƒ���†�‹�•�…�—�”�•�‹�˜�‡���…�‘�•�•�–�”�—�…�–�‹�‘�•���„�—�–���ƒ�•���ƒ��
populated realm, and it is precisely this fact that allows us, in this writing, to trace the 
interaction between the massacres as spectre, on the one hand, and the quotidian, 
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through these discursive registers, for many Indonesians these ghosts are as real 
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of the murdered communists (sekarang yang tinggal roh – what is left of them 
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their humiliated victims, with smiles on their faces and giving a thumbs-up, as if 
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���—�”�›�‘�•�‘�ï�•���•�–�‘�”�›�����T�T�ã�X�]�ã�U�U���T�T�ã�Y�V�ã�X�Y���ä43�����—�”�›�‘�•�‘���‹�•���‘�•�‡���‘�ˆ���–�Š�‡���ò�•�‡�‹�‰�Š�„�‘�—�”�•�ó���Š�‡�Ž�’-
�‹�•�‰���‘�•���–�Š�‡���¤�Ž�•���ƒ�•�†���‡�ƒ�”�Ž�‹�‡�”���™�‡���•�ƒ�™���Š�‹�•���’�Ž�ƒ�›�‹�•�‰���ƒ���Š�ƒ�”�•�Š���‹�•�–�‡�”�”�‘�‰�ƒ�–�‘�”�ä�����—�”�›�‘�•�‘�ï�•��
�•�ƒ�”�”�ƒ�–�‹�˜�‡���‹�•���‹�•�–�‡�”�‡�•�–�‹�•�‰���„�‡�…�ƒ�—�•�‡���‹�–���‹�•���ƒ���…�Ž�‡�ƒ�”���‡�¡�‘�”�–���–�‘���„�”�‡�ƒ�•���–�Š�”�‘�—�‰�Š���–�Š�‡���”�‘�—�–�‹�•�‡��
�‘�ˆ�� �ƒ�„�•�–�”�ƒ�…�–�� �•�‹�Ž�Ž�‹�•�‰�� �ƒ�•�†�� �†�‡�•�‘�•�•�–�”�ƒ�–�‡�•�� �Š�‘�™�� �ƒ�”�–�‡�ˆ�ƒ�…�–�•�� �‘�ˆ�� �•�‡�•�‘�”�›�� �ƒ�”�‡�� �”�‡�„�—�”�‹�‡�†��
�‘�•�…�‡���–�Š�‡�›���Š�ƒ�˜�‡���‰�‘�•�‡���ò�—�’�ó���–�Š�”�‘�—�‰�Š���’�‡�”�ˆ�‘�”�•�ƒ�•�…�‡���ƒ�•�†���‰�‡�•�–�—�”�‡�ä��

���—�”�›�‘�•�‘���–�‡�Ž�Ž�•���ƒ�„�‘�—�–���ƒ���–�‹�•�‡���™�Š�‡�•���Š�‡���™�ƒ�•���U�U���‘�”���U�V���›�‡�ƒ�”�•���‘�Ž�†�ä�����‡���™�‘�•�‡���–�‘���ƒ���•�•�‘�…�•��
�‘�•���–�Š�‡���†�‘�‘�”���‹�•���–�Š�‡���•�‹�†�†�Ž�‡���‘�ˆ���–�Š�‡���•�‹�‰�Š�–�á���™�Š�‹�…�Š���Š�‹�•���•�–�‡�’�ˆ�ƒ�–�Š�‡�”���ƒ�•�•�™�‡�”�‡�†�ä�����Š�‡���‘�•�Ž�›��
thing Suryono remembers is hearing his stepfather screaming for help (tolong!���ä��
���‹�•���–�‡�”�”�‹�¤�‡�†���ˆ�ƒ�•�‹�Ž�›���†�‹�†���•�‘�–���†�ƒ�”�‡���–�‘���‰�‘���–�‘���–�Š�‡���†�‘�‘�”�ä�����Š�‡���•�‡�š�–���•�‘�”�•�‹�•�‰���Š�‡���ˆ�‘�—�•�†���Š�‹�•��
�•�–�‡�’�ˆ�ƒ�–�Š�‡�”���•�‹�Ž�Ž�‡�†���ƒ�•�†���…�—�–���—�’�á���…�”�ƒ�•�•�‡�†���‹�•���ƒ�•���‘�‹�Ž���†�”�—�•�ä�����‘�‰�‡�–�Š�‡�”���™�‹�–�Š���Š�‹�•���‰�”�ƒ�•�†�ˆ�ƒ-
�–�Š�‡�”�á���–�Š�‡���„�‘�›���–�‘�‘�•���–�Š�‡���•�ƒ�•�ï�•���„�‘�†�›���–�‘���–�Š�‡���”�‘�ƒ�†�•�‹�†�‡���ƒ�•�†���„�—�”�‹�‡�†���Š�‹�•���ò�Ž�‹�•�‡���ƒ���‰�‘�ƒ�–�ó��
(seperti kambing���ä���ò���‘�„�‘�†�›���†�ƒ�”�‡�†���–�‘���Š�‡�Ž�’���—�•�ó�á�����—�”�›�‘�•�‘���”�‡�…�ƒ�Ž�Ž�•�ä�����‡���‰�‘�‡�•���‘�•���–�‘��
tell how his family was forced to move to a slum because of their communist 
�ò�…�‘�•�–�ƒ�‰�‹�‘�•�ó���ƒ�•�†���Š�‘�™���Š�‡���•�‡�˜�‡�”���™�ƒ�•���ƒ�Ž�Ž�‘�™�‡�†���–�‘���Ž�‡�ƒ�”�•���–�‘���”�‡�ƒ�†���ƒ�•�†���™�”�‹�–�‡�ä��

Suryono tells this story to people who had murdered hundreds of individuals 
�Ž�‹�•�‡���Š�‹�•���•�–�‡�’�ˆ�ƒ�–�Š�‡�”���™�‹�–�Š�‘�—�–���Ž�‡�‰�ƒ�Ž���…�‘�•�•�‡�“�—�‡�•�…�‡�ä�����‡�ƒ�”�‹�•�‰���Š�‹�•���•�ƒ�”�”�ƒ�–�‡���–�Š�‡���‡�˜�‡�•�–�•��
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Fig. 1: Suryono telling his story. 
T�� A�� �� K������ (Joshua 
Oppenheimer, GB/DK/NO 
2012), 00:55:28 director’s cut. 
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�•�—�”�”�‘�—�•�†�‹�•�‰���Š�‹�•���•�–�‡�’�ˆ�ƒ�–�Š�‡�”�ï�•���•�—�”�†�‡�”���ƒ�•�†���™�ƒ�–�…�Š�‹�•�‰���–�Š�‡���‰�‡�•�–�—�”�‡�•���‘�ˆ���Š�‹�•���„�‘�†�›�á���‹�–��
�•�‡�‡�•�•���ƒ�•���‹�ˆ���Š�‡���‹�•���–�‡�Ž�Ž�‹�•�‰���ƒ���‰�‘�‘�†���Œ�‘�•�‡�ä�����‡���•�ƒ�•�‡�•���ˆ�—�•���‘�ˆ���–�Š�‡���•�–�”�ƒ�•�‰�‡���Ž�‘�‘�•�‹�•�‰���Ž�‹�•�„�•��
�‘�ˆ���Š�‹�•���–�‘�”�–�—�”�‡�†���ƒ�•�†���•�—�”�†�‡�”�‡�†���•�–�‡�’�ˆ�ƒ�–�Š�‡�”�á���Ž�ƒ�—�‰�Š�‹�•�‰���…�‘�•�–�‹�•�—�ƒ�Ž�Ž�›�ä�����—�”�›�‘�•�‘���™�ƒ�•�–�•��
�Š�‹�•���•�–�‘�”�›���–�‘���„�‡���–�‘�Ž�†�á���‡�˜�‡�•���’�Ž�ƒ�›�‡�†�á���ƒ�•�†���Š�ƒ�•�–�‡�•�•���–�‘���ƒ�†�†�á���ò���Š�‹�•���‹�•���•�‘���…�”�‹�–�‹�“�—�‡�ó�ä�����Š�‡��
�•�‹�Ž�Ž�‡�”�•�� �Ž�‹�•�–�‡�•�� �’�ƒ�–�‹�‡�•�–�Ž�›�� �ƒ�•�†�� �ƒ�ˆ�–�‡�”�� �Š�‡�� �Š�ƒ�•�� �¤�•�‹�•�Š�‡�†�� �Š�‹�•�� �•�–�‘�”�›�á�� �–�Š�‡�›�� �ƒ�”�‰�—�‡�� �–�Š�ƒ�–�� �–�Š�‡��
�•�‘�˜�‹�‡���…�ƒ�•�•�‘�–���…�‘�•�–�ƒ�‹�•�� �‡�˜�‡�”�›�� �•�–�‘�”�›�ã���ò���˜�‡�”�›�–�Š�‹�•�‰���‹�•�� �’�Ž�ƒ�•�•�‡�†���ƒ�Ž�”�‡�ƒ�†�›�á�� �–�Š�‡�”�‡���‹�•�� �•�‘��
�”�‘�‘�•���ˆ�‘�”���ƒ�Ž�Ž���–�Š�‡���•�–�‘�”�‹�‡�•�á���–�Š�‡���•�‘�˜�‹�‡���™�‘�—�Ž�†���–�ƒ�•�‡���ƒ�•���‡�–�‡�”�•�‹�–�›�ó�����T�T�ã�Y�U�ã�X�W���ä�����Š�‡���‘�•�Ž�›��
way for Suryono to tell his story is not by claiming victimhood, but – on the 
�…�‘�•�–�”�ƒ�”�›�������„�›���•�ƒ�•�‹�•�‰���ˆ�—�•���‘�ˆ���–�Š�‡���˜�‹�…�–�‹�•�•�á���„�›���–�‡�Ž�Ž�‹�•�‰���–�Š�‡���•�—�’�’�”�‡�•�•�‡�†���•�ƒ�”�”�ƒ�–�‹�˜�‡���‘�ˆ��
�˜�‹�‘�Ž�‡�•�…�‡���‹�•���–�Š�‡���•�‘�†�—�•���‘�ˆ���ƒ���Œ�‘�•�‡�ä�����Š�‡���‰�Š�‘�•�–���™�Š�‘���Š�ƒ�•���„�‡�‡�•���…�‘�•�Œ�—�”�‡�†���—�’���‹�•���•�™�‹�ˆ�–�Ž�›��
�‡�š�’�‡�Ž�Ž�‡�†�ä�����Š�‡�•�����—�”�›�‘�•�‘���’�ƒ�”�–�‹�…�‹�’�ƒ�–�‡�•���‹�•���ƒ���”�‘�Ž�‡�æ�’�Ž�ƒ�›���ƒ���ˆ�‡�™���•�‹�•�—�–�‡�•���Ž�ƒ�–�‡�”�á���‹�•���™�Š�‹�…�Š��
he plays a communist who is to be strangled by an iron wire, he can no longer 
�•�’�‡�ƒ�•�ä�����Š�‡���†�‹�•�…�—�”�•�‹�˜�‡���”�‘�—�–�‹�•�‡���‹�•���„�”�‘�•�‡�•�á���•�‘�–���‡�˜�‡�•���–�Š�‡���Ž�ƒ�•�‰�—�ƒ�‰�‡���‘�ˆ���–�Š�‡���Œ�‘�•�‡���”�‡-
�•�ƒ�‹�•�•�á���ƒ�•�†�����—�”�›�‘�•�‘���•�‡�‡�•�•���–�‘���„�‡���‘�˜�‡�”�…�‘�•�‡���„�›���ƒ�•���‹�•�–�‡�•�•�‡���‰�”�‹�‡�ˆ�ä
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�•�‹�Ž�Ž�‡�”�� �„�›�� ���‡�”�•�ƒ�•�� ���‘�–�‘�� ���T�V�ã�U�V�ã�V�T���á�� �‘�•�‡�� �‘�ˆ�� �Š�‹�•�� �ƒ�…�…�‘�•�’�Ž�‹�…�‡�•�� �‹�•�� �U�]�Z�Y�á�� �™�Š�‘�� �’�Ž�ƒ�›�•�� �ƒ��
�•�‘�–�Š�‡�”���„�‡�‰�‰�‹�•�‰���ˆ�‘�”���Š�‡�”���Ž�‹�ˆ�‡�ä�����Š�‡���†�‘�Ž�Ž���‹�•���•�‘�•�…�Š�ƒ�Ž�ƒ�•�–�Ž�›���„�—�–���‡�¡�‡�…�–�‹�˜�‡�Ž�›���…�—�–���„�›�����‘�•-
�‰�‘�á���™�Š�‘���”�‘�—�–�‹�•�‡�Ž�›���’�—�–�•���Š�‹�•���•�•�‹�ˆ�‡���•�‡�˜�‡�”�ƒ�Ž���–�‹�•�‡�•���‹�•�–�‘���–�Š�‡���†�‘�Ž�Ž���™�Š�‹�Ž�‡���…�ƒ�Ž�•�Ž�›���•�•�‘�•-
�‹�•�‰���ƒ���…�‹�‰�ƒ�”�‡�–�–�‡�ä�����Š�‡���•�…�‡�•�‡�á���’�—�„�Ž�‹�•�Š�‡�†���ƒ�•���ƒ���†�‹�”�‡�…�–�‘�”�ï�•�� �…�—�–���ƒ�•�†���•�‘�–���•�Š�‘�™�•���‹�•�� �–�Š�‡��
�…�‹�•�‡�•�ƒ���˜�‡�”�•�‹�‘�•�á���‹�•���Š�ƒ�”�•�Š�ä�����Š�‡���†�‘�Ž�Ž���‹�•���ò�Œ�—�•�–�ó���ƒ���†�‘�Ž�Ž�á���„�—�–���ˆ�‘�”�����’�’�‡�•�Š�‡�‹�•�‡�”���–�Š�‡���†�‘�Ž�Ž��
�‹�•�� �’�‘�•�•�‡�•�•�‡�†�ä�����‘�™���–�Š�‡���‰�Š�‘�•�–�•���†�‹�•�–�—�”�„���•�‘�–���–�Š�‡���•�‹�Ž�Ž�‡�”�•�á���„�—�–���–�Š�‡���†�‹�”�‡�…�–�‘�”�� �Š�‹�•�•�‡�Ž�ˆ�ä��
���‡���”�‡�ˆ�‡�”�•���–�‘���–�Š�‹�•���•�…�‡�•�‡���ƒ�•���ò�¤�Ž�–�Š�›�á���–�ƒ�‹�•�–�‡�†�á���ƒ���–�•�—�•�ƒ�•�‹���‘�ˆ���•�Š�‹�–�ó44 and recalls having 
a terrible evening after shooting it and the nightmares that followed over the 
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Fig. 2: Anwar Congo “killing” 
the doll. T�� A�� �� K������ 

(Joshua Oppenheimer, GB/DK/
NO 2012), 02:12:20  

director’s cut. 
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routines of violence that made the massacres possible, the routines through 
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cal performance, for he scrutinises the gestures, routines and rituals that were 
the motor of the massacre as well as the language and genres of its histori-
�…�ƒ�Ž���ƒ�…�…�‘�—�•�–�ä���	�‘�”���–�Š�‹�•���’�”�‘�Œ�‡�…�–�á���†�‡�•�‹�‰�•�‡�†���–�‘���•�ƒ�•�‡���–�Š�‡���˜�‹�‘�Ž�‡�•�…�‡���˜�‹�•�‹�„�Ž�‡���‹�•���—�•�…�ƒ�•�•�›�á��
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�
����������
������ �������������� is about how people live with themselves in the face of atrocities, 
how they deal with their pasts in the present and how they tell themselves 
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people relate to a violent past in a present that will not hear accusations based 
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advocacy and moral condemnation reappear when Oppenheimer gives us the 
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power of stories and their ability to illuminate, in this case, the entanglements 
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