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�&�R�Q�4�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���)�L�O�P�����6�H�U�L�H�V���)�R�U�H�Z�R�U�G

Scalable across a variety of formats and standardized in view of global 

�F�L�U�F�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� �W�K�H �P�R�Y�L�Q�J �L�P�D�J�H �K�D�V �D�O�Z�D�\�V �E�H�H�Q �E�R�W�K �D�Q �L�P�D�J�H �R�I �P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W 

�D�Q�G �D�Q �L�P�D�J�H �R�Q �W�K�H �P�R�Y�H�� �2�Y�H�U �W�K�H �O�D�V�W �W�K�U�H�H �G�H�F�D�G�H�V�� �G�L�J�L�W�D�O �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q 

�W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�H�V�� �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q �Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N�V �D�Q�G �G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�V �K�D�Y�H 

�W�D�N�H�Q �W�K�H �V�F�D�O�D�E�L�O�L�W�\ �D�Q�G �P�R�E�L�O�L�W�\ �R�I �4�O�P �W�R �D �Q�H�Z �O�H�Y�H�O�� �%�H�\�R�Q�G �W�K�H �F�O�D�V�V�L�F�D�O 

dispositif  �R�I �W�K�H �F�L�Q�H�P�D�� �Q�H�Z �I�R�U�P�V �D�Q�G �N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�V �R�I �F�L�Q�H�P�D �D�Q�G �4�O�P �K�D�Y�H 

�H�P�H�U�J�H�G�� �F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�L�Q�J �W�K�H �H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G �D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�H�V �W�R �W�K�H �V�W�X�G�\ �R�I �4�O�P�� �7�K�H 

�F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�X�D�O �I�U�D�P�H�Z�R�U�N �R�I �L�Q�G�H�[�� dispositif �D�Q�G �F�D�Q�R�Q�� �Z�K�L�F�K �G�H�4�Q�H�G �F�L�Q�H�P�D 

�D�V �S�K�R�W�R�F�K�H�P�L�F�D�O �L�P�D�J�H �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\ �Z�L�W�K �D �S�U�L�Y�L�O�H�J�H�G �E�R�Q�G �W�R �U�H�D�O�L�W�\�� �D �V�L�W�H 

�R�I �S�X�E�O�L�F �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G �D �V�H�W �R�I �Z�R�U�N�V �I�U�R�P �D�X�W�H�X�U�V �I�U�R�P �V�S�H�F�L�4�F �Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O 

�R�U�L�J�L�Q�V�� �F�D�Q �Q�R �O�R�Q�J�H�U �D�F�F�R�X�Q�W �I�R�U �W�K�H �F�X�U�U�H�Q�W �P�X�O�W�L�W�X�G�H �R�I �P�R�Y�L�Q�J �L�P�D�J�H�V 

and the trajectories of their global movements. The term “post-cinema con -

�G�L�W�L�R�Q���� �Z�K�L�F�K �Z�D�V �4�U�V�W �S�U�R�S�R�V�H�G �E�\ �4�O�P �W�K�H�R�U�L�V�W�V �P�R�U�H �W�K�D�Q �D �G�H�F�D�G�H �D�J�R �W�R 

�G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H �W�K�H �Q�H�Z �F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O �D�Q�G �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O �R�U�G�H�U �R�I �P�R�Y�L�Q�J �L�P�D�J�H�V�� �U�H�W�D�L�Q�H�G 

an almost melancholic attachment to that which the cinema no longer was. 

�0�R�Y�L�Q�J �E�H�\�R�Q�G �V�X�F�K �D�W�W�D�F�K�P�H�Q�W�V�� �W�K�H �F�R�Q�F�H�S�W �R�I �
�F�R�Q�4�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I �4�O�P�� �D�L�P�V 

�W�R �D�F�F�R�X�Q�W �I�R�U �P�R�Y�L�Q�J �L�P�D�J�H�V �L�Q �W�H�U�P�V �R�I �W�K�H�L�U �R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �I�R�U�P�V �D�Q�G �I�R�U�P�D�W�V�� 

�O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V �D�Q�G �L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�V�� �H�[�S�D�Q�G�L�Q�J �W�K�H �4�H�O�G �R�I �F�L�Q�H�P�D�W�L�F �N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�V 

�E�H�\�R�Q�G �W�K�H �D�U�W�V �D�Q�G �W�K�H �D�H�V�W�K�H�W�L�F�� �Z�K�L�O�H �U�H�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�J �D �I�R�F�X�V �R�Q �4�O�P �D�V �S�U�L�Y�L�O�H�J�H�G 

�V�L�W�H �I�R�U �W�K�H �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q �R�I �F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O �P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�� �I�R�U �V�R�F�L�D�O �D�F�W�L�R�Q �D�Q�G �I�R�U �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O 

�F�R�Q�5�L�F�W��

�7�K�H �V�H�U�L�H�V �
�&�R�Q�4�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I �)�L�O�P�� �S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�V �S�R�L�Q�W�H�G �L�Q�W�H�U�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�V �L�Q �W�K�L�V �4�H�O�G 

of debate by emerging and established international scholars associated with 

the DFG-funded Graduate Research Training Program (Graduiertenkolleg) 

�
�.�R�Q�4�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q�H�Q �G�H�V �)�L�O�P�V�� �D�W �*�R�H�W�K�H �8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\ �)�U�D�Q�N�I�X�U�W�� �7�K�H �F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q�V 

�W�R �W�K�H �V�H�U�L�H�V �D�L�P �W�R �H�[�S�O�R�U�H �D�Q�G �H�[�S�D�Q�G �R�X�U �X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J �R�I �F�R�Q�4�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V 

�R�I �4�O�P �L�Q �E�R�W�K �D �F�R�Q�W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�\ �D�Q�G �K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O �S�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H�� �F�R�P�E�L�Q�L�Q�J �4�O�P �D�Q�G 

media theory with media history to address key problems in the development 

of new analytical frameworks for the moving image on the move.





�3�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F���0�H�G�L�D�����–�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q

Laliv Melamed and Philipp Dominik Keidl

�0�H�G�L�D �K�D�Y�H �S�O�D�\�H�G �D �F�U�X�F�L�D�O �U�R�O�H �G�X�U�L�Q�J �W�K�H �H�U�X�S�W�L�R�Q �R�I �W�K�H �&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ �S�D�Q-

�G�H�P�L�F �D�Q�G �V�X�E�V�H�T�X�H�Q�W �V�K�X�W�G�R�Z�Q�V �L�Q �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �1�H�Z�V �F�K�D�Q�Q�H�O�V �D�Q�G �S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V �N�H�S�W 

�Y�L�H�Z�H�U�V �F�R�Q�V�W�D�Q�W�O�\ �X�S�G�D�W�H�G �D�E�R�X�W �W�K�H �V�S�U�H�D�G �R�I �W�K�H �Y�L�U�X�V�� �S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J �H�[�S�O�D�Q�D-

tions about how it operates and showing graphs and maps about infection 

rates. Broadcast media featured interviews with virologists and other health 

�H�[�S�H�U�W�V�� �D�Q�G �S�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�H�G �S�U�H�V�V �F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V �Z�L�W�K �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�L�D�Q�V �D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�L�Q�J �Q�H�Z 

�S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V �W�R �F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q �W�K�H �F�U�L�V�L�V�� �/�L�N�H�Z�L�V�H�� �V�R�F�L�D�O �P�H�G�L�D �I�H�G �L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q �D�E�R�X�W 

�W�K�H �O�D�W�H�V�W �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�V �W�R �W�K�H�L�U �X�V�H�U�V �Z�K�R�� �L�Q �W�X�U�Q�� �X�V�H�G �W�K�H �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�V �W�R 

document and share their own experiences of the crisis in the form of opinion 

�S�L�H�F�H�V�� �P�H�P�H�V�� �R�U �K�X�P�R�U�R�X�V �D�G�Y�L�F�H �R�Q �K�R�Z �W�R �S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H �V�R�F�L�D�O �G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�L�Q�J�� 

Videoconferencing software enabled white-collar workers to work from home 

�D�Q�G �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V �W�R �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H �W�K�H�L�U �H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �$�I�W�H�U �Z�R�U�N�� �W�K�H �V�D�P�H �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�H�V 

provided alternatives to all the closed leisure activities by hosting workout 

�V�H�V�V�L�R�Q�V�� �Z�L�Q�H �W�D�V�W�L�Q�J�V�� �E�R�R�N �F�O�X�E�V�� �G�D�Q�F�H �S�D�U�W�L�H�V�� �R�U �M�X�V�W �F�K�D�W�V �Z�L�W�K �I�U�L�H�Q�G�V 

�D�Q�G �I�D�P�L�O�\�� �2�Q�O�L�Q�H �U�H�W�D�L�O�H�U�V �O�X�U�H�G �D�Q�G �F�D�W�H�U�H�G �W�R �V�W�D�\���D�W���K�R�P�H �F�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U�V�� 

�Z�K�L�O�H �W�H�O�H�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�� �V�W�U�H�D�P�L�Q�J �V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V�� �4�O�P �I�H�V�W�L�Y�D�O�V�� �S�R�U�Q �Z�H�E�V�L�W�H�V�� �D�Q�G �R�Q�O�L�Q�H 

museum exhibitions provided distraction from fears and sorrows caused by 

disturbing updates. And although face-to-face dating was out of question for 

�P�D�Q�\�� �G�D�W�L�Q�J �D�Q�G �K�R�R�N���X�S �D�S�S�V �S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G �W�K�H �L�Q�W�H�U�I�D�F�H �I�R�U �R�Q�O�L�Q�H �G�D�W�L�Q�J �D�Q�G 

sex. Media also served as the foundation for managing the crisis. Special apps 

were used to track routes of infection and for governments to control and 

surveil the movement of their own citizens. Infrared detectors embedded in 

�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�L�]�H�G �O�H�Q�V�H�V �K�H�O�S�H�G �P�H�D�V�X�U�H �D�Q�G �Y�L�V�X�D�O�L�]�H �E�R�G�\ �W�H�P�S�H�U�D�W�X�U�H�� �D�O�H�U�W�L�Q�J 

a potentially infected carrier. Drones were used to scan urban spaces under 

�F�O�R�V�X�U�H�� �J�X�D�U�G �W�K�R�V�H �Z�K�R �Z�H�U�H �O�R�F�N�H�G �G�R�Z�Q�� �D�Q�G �G�H�O�L�Y�H�U �J�R�R�G�V �W�R �S�H�R�S�O�H���V 

�K�R�P�H�V�� �1�R�W �D�O�O �D�V�S�H�F�W�V �R�I �P�H�G�L�D �F�R�Q�V�X�P�S�W�L�R�Q�� �K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�� �U�H�Y�R�O�Y�H�G �D�U�R�X�Q�G �W�K�H 

�D�F�F�H�V�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\ �D�Q�G �H�O�D�V�W�L�F�L�W�\ �D�•�R�U�G�H�G �E�\ �G�L�J�L�W�D�O �P�H�G�L�D�� �:�L�W�K �F�L�Q�H�P�D�V �F�O�R�V�H�G �D�Q�G 

�G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q �F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V �E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J �Q�H�Z �R�Q���G�H�P�D�Q�G �R�•�H�U�V�� �D�Q�R�W�K�H�U �U�R�X�Q�G �R�I 

�G�H�E�D�W�H�V �D�E�R�X�W �W�K�H �D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�L�Q�J �
�G�H�D�W�K �R�I �F�L�Q�H�P�D�� �F�D�P�H �W�R �O�L�I�H�� �9�+�6 �F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V 

�Z�H�U�H �U�H�G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U�H�G�� �D�Q�G �G�U�L�Y�H���L�Q �W�K�H�D�W�H�U�V �E�H�F�D�P�H �D �S�R�S�X�O�D�U �D�O�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�Y�H �W�R 

watch movies on the big screen and among a group of strangers beyond one’s 

�R�Z�Q �K�R�P�H�� �V�K�R�Z�L�Q�J �W�K�H �O�R�Q�J�H�Y�L�W�\ �R�I �D�Q�D�O�R�J�X�H �P�H�G�L�D�� �–�Q �F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�J �W�K�H �Y�L�U�X�V 

�D�Q�G �R�U�F�K�H�V�W�U�D�W�L�Q�J �Q�H�Z �P�R�G�H�V �R�I �V�R�F�L�D�O �E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U�� �P�H�G�L�D �Z�H�U�H �X�E�L�T�X�L�W�R�X�V�� 

whether functioning as an instrument of population control and mass surveil -

�O�D�Q�F�H�� �R�U �D�V �R�Q�H �R�I �F�D�U�H �D�Q�G �U�H�O�L�H�I��

Recognizing the omnipresence of media and screens has become a common -

�S�O�D�F�H �Q�R�W�L�R�Q �L�Q �4�O�P �D�Q�G �P�H�G�L�D �V�W�X�G�L�H�V�� �<�H�W�� �D�V �Z�L�G�H�O�\ �V�W�D�W�H�G �D�Q�G �D�F�F�H�S�W�H�G �D�V 



���� Pandemic Media

�W�K�H �X�E�L�T�X�L�W�\ �R�I �P�H�G�L�D �D�Q�G �V�F�U�H�H�Q�V �Q�R�Z �L�V�� �W�K�H �P�H�G�L�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �D�Q�G 

�W�K�H �Y�D�U�L�H�W�\ �R�I �Q�H�Z �P�H�G�L�D �F�R�Q�4�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V �E�U�R�X�J�K�W �I�R�U�Z�D�U�G �E�\ �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F 

�K�D�Y�H �R�S�H�Q�H�G �X�S �Q�H�Z �S�D�W�K�V �R�I �L�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q �I�R�U �4�O�P �D�Q�G �P�H�G�L�D �V�W�X�G�L�H�V�� �$�V �Z�L�W�K 

so many other aspects in life that the coronavirus and its consequences put 

�L�Q �M�H�R�S�D�U�G�\�� �P�H�G�L�D �D�U�H �D�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\ �V�K�D�S�L�Q�J �W�K�H�V�H �F�K�D�Q�J�H�V �D�V �P�X�F�K �D�V �W�K�H�\ �D�U�H 

�D�•�H�F�W�H�G �E�\ �W�K�H�P�� �$�W �D �W�L�P�H �Z�K�H�Q �Q�H�D�U�O�\ �D�O�O �R�I �W�K�H �Z�R�U�O�G �K�D�V �E�H�H�Q�� �D�Q�G �V�W�L�O�O 

�L�V�� �O�L�Y�L�Q�J �X�Q�G�H�U �V�R�P�H �I�R�U�P �R�I �V�K�X�W�G�R�Z�Q �R�U �L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G �S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q �D�Q�G �F�R�Q�W�U�R�O 

�P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V�� �P�H�G�L�D �K�D�Y�H �E�H�F�R�P�H �H�Y�H�Q �P�R�U�H �L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W �I�R�U �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�V�� �L�Q�V�W�L�W�X-

�W�L�R�Q�V�� �F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V�� �U�H�W�D�L�O�H�U�V�� �D�Q�G �U�H�J�X�O�D�U �F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V �W�R �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�� �P�D�Q�D�J�H�� �Z�R�U�N�� 

�H�G�X�F�D�W�H�� �H�Q�W�H�U�W�D�L�Q�� �D�Q�G �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�H�� �0�H�G�L�D �D�•�R�U�G�H�G �S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�V �R�I �L�Q�I�R�U�P�L�Q�J 

�R�U �P�L�V�L�Q�I�R�U�P�L�Q�J�� �N�H�H�S�L�Q�J �S�H�R�S�O�H �V�D�I�H �R�U �X�Q�V�D�I�H�� �J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�Q�J �K�R�S�H�V �R�U �I�H�D�U�V�� 

�O�H�D�G�L�Q�J �W�R �V�X�S�S�R�U�W �R�U �V�D�E�R�W�D�J�H�� �F�D�X�V�L�Q�J �X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J �R�U �L�Q�F�R�P�S�U�H�K�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�� 

�7�K�H �U�H�V�X�O�W�V �D�U�H �J�H�V�W�X�U�H�V �R�I�b�V�R�O�L�G�D�U�L�W�\ �R�U �H�J�R�L�V�P�� �F�D�O�O�V �I�R�U �F�K�D�Q�J�L�Q�J �F�R�U�U�X�S�W�H�G 

�V�R�F�L�D�O �V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�V �R�U �J�D�W�H�N�H�H�S�L�Q�J �W�K�R�V�H �H�[�L�V�W�L�Q�J �G�L�V�D�G�Y�D�Q�W�D�J�H�R�X�V �V�\�V�W�H�P�V�� 

utopian visions for a better future or dystopian narratives about the end of 

�W�K�H �Z�R�U�O�G�� �$�W �W�K�H �V�D�P�H �W�L�P�H�� �W�K�H �H�U�X�S�W�L�R�Q �R�I �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �D�V �D �J�O�R�E�D�O �E�L�R-

logical and social condition accentuated the constant proliferation and state 

�R�I �P�H�G�L�D �W�U�D�Q�V�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q ���3�D�U�N�V �D�Q�G �:�D�O�N�H�U �…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� �7�K�H �D�O�W�H�U�H�G �U�H�D�O�L�W�L�H�V �R�I �O�L�Y�L�Q�J 

in a pandemic and post-pandemic time respectively require media to adapt 

�W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V �W�R �Q�H�Z �F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I �S�U�R�G�X�F�L�Q�J�� �D�F�F�H�V�V�L�Q�J�� �F�R�Q�V�X�P�L�Q�J�� �V�K�D�U�L�Q�J�� 

�D�Q�G �G�H�S�O�R�\�L�Q�J �P�H�G�L�D �I�R�U �W�K�H �5�R�Z �R�I �L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�� �O�D�E�R�U�� �J�R�R�G�V�� �S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V�� �D�Q�G 

culture. The proliferation of media and screens as a means of crisis man -

�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W �F�R�Q�I�U�R�Q�W�H�G �4�O�P �D�Q�G �P�H�G�L�D �V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V �R�Q�F�H �D�J�D�L�Q �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H�L�U �R�Z�Q �R�E�M�H�F�W 

�R�I �U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�� �F�D�O�O�L�Q�J �R�Q �W�K�H�P �W�R �W�U�D�F�N �D�Q�G �D�Q�D�O�\�]�H �K�R�Z �P�H�G�L�D �H�P�H�U�J�H�� �R�S�H�U�D�W�H�� 

and change under the altered condition of a global event. 

Pandemic Media

�7�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �Z�D�V �D �K�H�D�Y�L�O�\ �P�H�G�L�D�W�H�G �H�Y�H�Q�W�� �L�I �Q�R�W �D �P�H�G�L�D �H�Y�H�Q�W �L�Q �L�W�V�H�O�I�� 

�(�[�S�H�U�W�V �V�X�F�K �D�V �Y�L�U�R�O�R�J�L�V�W�V�� �S�X�E�O�L�F �K�H�D�O�W�K �V�S�H�F�L�D�O�L�V�W�V�� �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�L�D�Q�V�� �D�Q�G �H�F�R�Q-

omists were recruited as spokespeople during the crisis. In these public 

�G�H�E�D�W�H�V�� �K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�� �P�H�G�L�D �R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V �R�U �W�K�H�L�U �L�Q�V�W�U�X�P�H�Q�W�D�O�L�W�\ �Z�H�U�H �G�H�H�P�H�G 

�L�Q�Y�L�V�L�E�O�H �R�U �Q�H�X�W�U�D�O�L�]�H�G�� �7�K�H �Y�H�U�\ �F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I �F�R�Q�Y�H�\�L�Q�J �L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�� �I�R�U�J�L�Q�J 

�H�[�S�H�U�W�L�V�H�� �D�Q�G �U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�L�Q�J �W�K�H �Y�L�U�X�V �R�U �W�K�H �G�D�P�D�J�H �L�W �L�Q�5�L�F�W�H�G �R�Q �E�R�G�L�H�V�� 

�H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�V�� �D�Q�G �V�R�F�L�H�W�L�H�V �G�H�P�D�Q�G �H�T�X�D�O �D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�� �$ �4�O�P �D�Q�G �P�H�G�L�D �V�W�X�G�L�H�V 

perspective is needed to unpack the technological and discursive formations 

through which media channeled the crisis. The theoretical and methodological 

�W�R�R�O�V �W�K�D�W �G�H�4�Q�H �W�K�H �G�L�V�F�L�S�O�L�Q�H �D�•�R�U�G �Q�H�Z �L�Q�V�L�J�K�W�V �L�Q�W�R �W�K�H �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� 

�F�L�U�F�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G �F�R�Q�V�X�P�S�W�L�R�Q �R�I �P�H�G�L�D �G�X�U�L�Q�J �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �E�\ �D�V�N�L�Q�J�� �+�R�Z �G�R 

media render an invisible virus and its threats visible? What form and format 

do graphs take to inform policy makers and the public about the crisis? How 

and why do amateur media get distributed transnationally and win trans -

national popularity? Where and in which socio-economic contexts do small 



Pandemic Media ����

�F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O �L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�V �4�J�K�W �I�R�U �W�K�H�L�U �H�[�L�V�W�H�Q�F�H �Z�K�L�O�H �O�D�U�J�H �R�Q�O�L�Q�H �F�R�U�S�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V 

expand their dominance? How does the pandemic change how people practice 

and talk about sex when they are urged not to hook up in person? How are 

previous viruses and their victims remembered across media? To whom do 

populists address their demagogic philosophies? When do images of protests 

and riots revive political movements? How can we mobilize media theories to 

understand the new pervasiveness of objects such as masks and plastic as 

media? 

�–�Q �W�K�L�V �Y�R�O�X�P�H �Z�H �V�H�H�N �W�R �W�U�D�F�N �W�K�H �Z�D�\ �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �D�•�H�F�W�H�G �P�H�G�L�D �I�R�U�P�V�� 

�X�V�D�J�H�V�� �D�Q�G �O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �$�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�L�Q�J �W�K�H �U�R�O�H �R�I �P�H�G�L�D �G�X�U�L�Q�J �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F 

one can note historical links to former pandemics in how they reorganize 

�P�H�G�L�D �V�H�W�W�L�Q�J�V �D�Q�G �F�R�Q�V�X�P�S�W�L�R�Q ���1�D�S�S�H�U �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �R�U �R�U�G�H�U �V�R�F�L�D�O �Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H�V���� 

�$ �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W �V�W�U�D�Q�G �S�U�R�E�H�V �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �P�H�G�L�D �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �W�K�H �Q�R�W�L�R�Q �R�I �F�R�Q�W�D�J�L�R�Q�� 

�K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�L�Q�J �W�K�H �U�R�O�H �R�I �E�R�W�K �P�H�G�L�D �D�Q�G �W�K�H �Y�L�U�X�V �D�V �F�D�U�U�L�H�U�V�� �W�K�H�L�U �L�Q�I�H�F�W�L�Q�J �F�L�U-

�F�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G �W�K�H�L�U �W�U�D�Q�V�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �W�K�H�L�U �K�R�V�W�V ���3�D�U�L�N�N�D �…�ƒ�„�‰�� �6�D�P�S�V�R�Q �…�ƒ�„�…���� 

�7�K�H �F�R�Q�F�H�S�W �R�I �P�H�G�L�D �H�Y�H�Q�W�� �D�Q �H�Y�H�Q�W �I�R�U�P�H�G �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �L�W�V �P�H�G�L�D�W�L�R�Q�� �L�V �S�D�U-

ticularly apt for describing the ubiquity and instrumentality of media during 

�W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F�� �+�H�U�H �Z�H �G�U�D�Z �R�Q �D �P�D�M�R�U �W�K�U�H�D�G �Z�L�W�K�L�Q �4�O�P �D�Q�G �P�H�G�L�D �V�W�X�G�L�H�V 

�W�K�D�W �H�[�S�O�R�U�H�V �W�K�H �L�Q�W�H�U�F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �P�H�G�L�D �D�Q�G �W�K�H �K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O �H�Y�H�Q�W�� �L�W�V 

�R�U�F�K�H�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q �D�Q�G �P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W�� �W�K�H �Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H�V �R�U �J�H�Q�U�H�V �L�W �H�Q�J�H�Q�G�H�U�V�� �D�Q�G 

its shaping of public as well as domestic spheres. From the explosion of the 

�'�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U�\ �W�R �W�K�H �Z�D�U �L�Q �W�K�H �%�D�O�N�D�Q�V�� �6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U �„�„�� �W�K�H �'�H�H�S�Z�D�W�H�U �+�R�U�L�]�R�Q 

�R�L�O �V�S�L�O�O�� �D�Q�G �W�K�H �$�U�D�E �6�S�U�L�Q�J ���.�D�W�] �D�Q�G �'�D�\�D�Q �„�Œ�Œ�‡�� �:�K�L�W�H �„�Œ�Œ�Œ�� �.�H�H�Q�D�Q �…�ƒ�ƒ�‡�� 

�6�F�K�X�S�S�O�L �…�ƒ�„�ˆ�� �6�Q�R�Z�G�R�Q �…�ƒ�„�‡���� �L�Q �W�K�H�V�H �H�Y�H�Q�W�V�� �G�H�V�S�L�W�H �W�K�H�L�U �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W �V�F�D�O�H�� 

media are not merely a vessel of information but the very conditions that 

�V�K�D�S�H�G �W�K�H�L�U �F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O�� �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O�� �D�Q�G �H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F �I�R�R�W�S�U�L�Q�W�� �0�H�G�L�D �D�U�H �D �I�D�F�W�R�U �R�I 

�G�L�U�H�F�W�L�Q�J �J�O�R�E�D�O �D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I �Y�L�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\ �D�Q�G �U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I �F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�Q�J �V�S�D�F�H�V�� 

�S�D�F�L�Q�J �W�H�P�S�R�U�D�O�L�W�L�H�V�� �D�Q�G �J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�Q�J �Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H�V�� �7�K�L�Q�N�L�Q�J �R�I �W�K�H �Y�D�U�L�R�X�V �P�H�G�L�D 

�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V �W�K�D�W �D�U�H �F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�L�V�W�L�F �R�I �W�K�H �F�X�U�U�H�Q�W �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �P�R�P�H�Q�W�� �P�H�G�L�D �L�V 

�L�Q�V�W�U�X�P�H�Q�W�D�O �L�Q �V�\�Q�F�K�U�R�Q�L�]�L�Q�J �D�Q�G �F�R�K�H�U�L�Q�J �W�K�H �P�X�O�W�L�S�O�L�F�L�W�\ �R�I �G�D�W�D�� �L�P�D�J�H�V�� 

�R�S�L�Q�L�R�Q�V�� �D�Q�G �K�D�S�S�H�Q�L�Q�J�V�� �$�V �D �S�D�W�W�H�U�Q�� �W�K�H �P�H�G�L�D �H�Y�H�Q�W �I�U�D�P�H�V �R�X�U �U�H�D�G-

�L�Q�J �R�I �P�H�G�L�D �X�E�L�T�X�L�W�\ �D�Q�G �W�K�H�L�U �I�R�U�P�L�Q�J �R�I �D �F�U�L�V�L�V �P�R�G�H�� �\�H�W �W�K�H �U�D�G�L�F�D�O �D�Q�G 

unprecedented scale of global reaction and measures of distancing prompted 

�Q�H�Z �P�D�Q�L�I�H�V�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �W�H�U�P�H�G �K�H�U�H �
�S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �P�H�G�L�D���� 

�4�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I �I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�� �I�R�U�P�D�W�� �X�V�D�J�H�V�� �D�Q�G �O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I �P�H�G�L�D �K�D�Y�H �E�H�H�Q 

�F�H�Q�W�U�D�O �W�R �W�K�H �Z�R�U�N �R�I �W�K�H �'�)�*���I�X�Q�G�H�G �U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K �F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Y�H �
�&�R�Q�4�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V 

�R�I �)�L�O�P�� �E�D�V�H�G �D�W �W�K�H �*�R�H�W�K�H �8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\ �L�Q �)�U�D�Q�N�I�X�U�W�� �$�V �S�D�U�W �R�I �W�K�H �U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K 

�F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Y�H���V �E�R�R�N �V�H�U�L�H�V�� �W�K�L�V �Y�R�O�X�P�H �U�H�5�H�F�W�V �R�Q �W�K�H�V�H �T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V�� �+�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�L�Q�J 

�P�H�G�L�D���V �D�G�D�S�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\�� �P�D�O�O�H�D�E�L�O�L�W�\�� �D�Q�G �V�F�D�O�D�E�L�O�L�W�\�� �
�S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �P�H�G�L�D�� �U�H�I�H�U�V �W�R 

�P�H�G�L�D �I�R�U�P�V �D�Q�G �I�R�U�P�D�W�V�� �F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W �D�Q�G �Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H�V�� �H�[�K�L�E�L�W�L�R�Q �D�Q�G �G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q�� 

��	 �)�R�U �H�[�D�P�S�O�H�� �W�K�H �Y�D�F�L�O�O�D�W�L�R�Q �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �X�W�R�S�L�D�Q �D�Q�G �G�\�V�W�R�S�L�D�Q �Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H�V �E�U�R�X�J�K�W �E�\ 

�I�R�U�P�H�U  �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F�V�� �I�R�U �H�[�D�P�S�O�H �L�Q �&�D�P�X�V���V The Plague or Boccaccio’s Decameron.



���� Pandemic Media

�O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V �D�Q�G �V�H�W�W�L�Q�J�V�� �S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V �D�Q�G �X�V�H�V�� �D�V �Z�H�O�O �D�V �D�Q�D�O�R�J�L�H�V �D�Q�G �P�H�W�D�S�K�R�U�V 

that have made the invisible virus and its consequences perceptible. The con -

cept captures media operating under pandemic conditions in sectors ranging 

�I�U�R�P �O�H�L�V�X�U�H �W�R �H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �P�H�G�L�F�L�Q�H�� �H�F�R�Q�R�P�\�� �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�V�� �H�[�S�H�U�L�P�H�Q�W�D�O �D�U�W�� �D�Q�G 

�S�R�S�X�O�D�U �F�X�O�W�X�U�H�� �
�3�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �P�H�G�L�D�� �U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W �D �V�S�H�F�L�4�F �D�W�W�L�W�X�G�H �W�R�Z�D�U�G �P�H�G�L�D 

in a moment of transition and uncertainty at a time of a global health crisis. As 

a means to analyze and communicate the pandemic and its internal logic and 

�O�R�J�L�V�W�L�F�V�� �W�K�L�V �Y�R�O�X�P�H �F�D�S�W�X�U�H�V �W�K�H �G�L�V�F�X�U�V�L�Y�H �D�Q�G �W�H�P�S�R�U�D�O �F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q �R�I 

�W�K�H �F�X�U�U�H�Q�W �F�U�L�V�L�V �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �Y�D�U�L�R�X�V �P�H�G�L�D �F�R�Q�4�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �7�K�H�V�H �F�R�Q�4�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V 

�K�D�Y�H �U�H�R�U�G�H�U�H�G �V�R�F�L�D�O �V�S�D�F�H�V�� �U�K�\�W�K�P�V�� �D�Q�G �W�H�P�S�R�U�D�O�L�W�L�H�V �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �F�D�O�O�V �I�R�U 

�L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�� �V�\�Q�F�K�U�R�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G �F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�P�H�Q�W�� �D�V �Z�H�O�O �D�V �W�K�H 

�U�H�F�R�Q�4�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �P�H�G�L�D �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�H�V �D�Q�G �F�X�O�W�X�U�H�V �W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V�� 

�
�3�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �P�H�G�L�D�� �K�D�Y�H �F�R�O�O�L�G�H�G �D�Q�G �D�S�S�U�R�[�L�P�D�W�H�G �S�X�E�O�L�F �D�Q�G �S�U�L�Y�D�W�H �D�Q�G 

institutional and non-conformist spaces respectively. They have reordered 

�W�K�H �G�R�P�H�V�W�L�F �V�S�D�F�H �D�V �D �V�R�U�W �R�I �K�H�D�G�T�X�D�U�W�H�U�V�� �D �V�F�U�H�H�Q�H�G �V�S�D�F�H �W�K�D�W �K�D�G 

to cater to and regulate all everyday activities during the lockdown. While 

�E�H�L�Q�J �L�Q �T�X�D�U�D�Q�W�L�Q�H �D�W �K�R�P�H�� �R�Q�H �V�W�L�O�O �K�D�G �W�R �U�H�P�D�L�Q �R�S�H�Q �W�R �Y�D�U�L�R�X�V �W�U�D�Q�V-

missions summoning each and every person to put their individuality behind 

�W�K�H �L�P�D�J�L�Q�D�U�\ �J�O�R�E�D�O �F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Y�H�� �$�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\ �
�S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �P�H�G�L�D�� �K�D�Y�H �W�U�D�Q�V-

formed notions of temporality by interconnecting the velocities of the crisis: 

�W�K�H �L�P�P�H�G�L�D�F�\ �R�U �O�D�W�H�Q�F�\ �R�I �W�K�H �D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�L�H�V�� �U�H�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �W�K�H �U�H�D�O �W�L�P�H �W�U�D�F�N�L�Q�J �R�I 

�W�K�H �H�Y�H�Q�W �X�Q�I�R�O�G�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H �D�Q�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �Q�H�Z �P�H�D�V�X�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V �W�R �E�H �H�[�S�U�H�V�V�H�G �L�Q 

the graphs and charts depicting the infection rates. They produced a feeling of 

urgency that oscillated between an unpredictable spectacularity and the sus -

�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�J �R�I �H�Y�H�U�\�G�D�\ �U�R�X�W�L�Q�H�V�� �D �V�L�P�X�O�W�D�Q�H�R�X�V �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �U�X�S�W�X�U�H �D�Q�G 

�F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�L�W�\�� �&�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�L�Q�J �W�K�H�V�H �P�H�G�L�D �R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �P�H�G�L�D �Q�H�H�G�V �W�R �E�H 

thought of in the context of a wider understanding of the way media functions 

�X�Q�G�H�U �F�U�L�V�L�V ���'�R�D�Q �„�Œ�Œ�ƒ�� �&�K�X�Q �…�ƒ�„�„�� �3�D�U�N�V �D�Q�G �:�D�O�N�H�U �…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� �+�H�U�H�� �F�U�L�V�L�V �L�V 

not only a condition that invites certain spatio-temporal formations like the 

�R�Q�H�V �P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�H�G �D�E�R�Y�H�� �E�X�W �L�V �L�W�V�H�O�I �D �F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q �P�H�G�L�D�W�H�G �D�Q�G �S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G �E�\ 

�P�H�G�L�D�� �$�V �W�K�H �D�E�R�Y�H �D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V �P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q�V�� �D �S�U�H���H�[�L�V�W�L�Q�J �P�H�G�L�D �F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q �R�I 

�F�U�L�V�L�V �I�R�U�J�H�G �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �D�V �D�Q �H�Y�H�Q�W�� �L�Q �D�V �P�X�F�K �D�V �L�W �L�Q�Y�L�W�H�G �Q�H�Z �I�R�U�P�V �D�Q�G 

conventions.

Transformations of space and time intersect with manifestations of social 

conditions and social malfunctioning. The pandemic crystalized inequality 

�D�Q�G �L�Q�M�X�V�W�L�F�H�� �H�[�S�R�V�L�Q�J �X�Q�H�Y�H�Q �D�F�F�H�V�V �W�R �U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V�� �L�Q�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�D�O �Q�H�J�O�H�F�W �R�I 

�L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�V�� �S�U�L�Y�D�W�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �V�R�F�L�D�O �V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V �D�W �W�K�H �H�[�S�H�Q�V�H �R�I �W�K�H �
�J�U�H�D�W�H�U 

�J�R�R�G���� �–�W �I�X�U�W�K�H�U�H�G �W�K�H �H�[�S�O�R�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q �D�Q�G �H�[�K�D�X�V�W�L�R�Q �R�I �O�D�E�R�U�H�U�V�� �G�H�E�L�O�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� 

�S�R�Y�H�U�W�\�� �K�X�Q�J�H�U�� �D�V �Z�H�O�O �D�V �U�D�F�L�D�O�� �F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O�� �D�Q�G �J�H�Q�G�H�U�H�G �V�\�V�W�H�P�L�F �Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H�� 

�7�K�H �L�P�D�J�L�Q�D�U�\ �J�O�R�E�D�O �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\ �Z�D�V �4�U�V�W �V�K�D�W�W�H�U�H�G �D �I�H�Z �Z�H�H�N�V �L�Q�W�R �W�K�H �S�D�Q-

�G�H�P�L�F �Z�K�H�Q �L�P�D�J�H�V �R�I �L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�D�O �X�Q�U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�Y�H�Q�H�V�V �D�Q�G �V�R�F�L�D�O �L�Q�G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�F�H 

toward discrimination and harassment became visible yet again. Pandemic 
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�P�H�G�L�D �F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�G �W�R �W�K�H�V�H �G�\�Q�D�P�L�F�V �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �W�K�H �F�L�U�F�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �J�L�I�V�� �P�H�P�H�V�� 

�Y�L�G�H�R�V�� �D�Q�G �Q�H�Z�V �U�H�S�R�U�W�V�� �Z�K�R�V�H �F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W �H�L�W�K�H�U �V�D�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�H�G �D�Q�G �U�H�L�Q�I�R�U�F�H�G 

systematic discrimination and oppression or bluntly exposed its brutal out -

�F�R�P�H�V�� �7�K�L�Q�N�L�Q�J �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �D�Q�G �Z�L�W�K �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �P�H�G�L�D�� �D �S�X�E�O�L�F �K�H�D�O�W�K �V�W�D�W�H �R�I 

�H�P�H�U�J�H�Q�F�\ �S�U�R�Y�R�N�H�G �E�\ �F�R�Q�W�D�J�L�R�Q �Q�H�F�H�V�V�L�W�D�W�H�V �D �U�H�5�H�F�W�L�R�Q �R�Q �O�D�U�J�H�U �V�R�F�L�D�O�� 

�H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F�� �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O�� �D�Q�G �F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O �V�\�V�W�H�P�V �W�K�D�W �I�R�U�P�H�G �W�K�H �F�U�L�V�L�V �D�Q�G �Z�H�U�H 

reformed by it.

�3�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F���6�F�K�R�O�D�U�V�K�L�S

This volume highlights that this very sense of rupture and its mediation sum -

�P�R�Q�V �D �S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U �I�R�U�P �R�I �Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J�� �(�D�U�O�\ �R�Q �L�Q �W�K�H �F�U�L�V�L�V�� �P�D�J�D�]�L�Q�H�V�� �S�R�G�F�D�V�W�V�� 

�R�Q�O�L�Q�H �O�H�F�W�X�U�H�V�� �D�V �Z�H�O�O �D�V �D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F �M�R�X�U�Q�D�O�V�� �E�O�R�J�V�� �D�Q�G �S�U�L�Q�W �S�X�E�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V 

called for expert analysis. 2 They created an urgency for scholars and public 

�L�Q�W�H�O�O�H�F�W�X�D�O�V �W�R �U�H�5�H�F�W �R�Q �W�K�H �Z�D�\�V �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �W�U�D�Y�H�U�V�H�V �R�X�U �Z�R�U�O�G�� �F�R�Q�W�H�[-

tualizing the spread of the virus and institutional responses according to their 

�H�[�S�H�U�W�L�V�H�� �$�V �H�G�L�W�R�U�V �R�I �W�K�L�V �Y�R�O�X�P�H�� �Z�H �D�U�H �D�Z�D�U�H �W�K�D�W �L�W �L�V �H�T�X�D�O�O�\ �L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W 

�W�R �S�D�X�V�H �D�Q�G �U�H�5�H�F�W �R�Q �K�R�Z �W�K�H �U�K�H�W�R�U�L�F �R�I �X�U�J�H�Q�F�\ �L�W�V�H�O�I �V�K�D�S�H�V �W�K�H �Z�D�\ �Z�H 

approach knowledge and critique. Throughout the process of bringing this 

�F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q �W�R �O�L�I�H�� �Z�H �I�H�O�W �W�K�D�W �L�Q �L�W�V �G�L�V�D�V�W�U�R�X�V �W�R�W�D�O�L�W�\ �D�Q�G �L�W�V �J�O�R�E�D�O �V�F�D�O�H �W�K�H 

pandemic is threatening to absorb all forms of knowledge. Responding to the 

urgencies of the now might yield to popular demand while rushing the process 

�R�I �D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V�� �G�H�O�L�E�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G �H�Y�D�O�X�D�W�L�R�Q�� �Z�K�L�F�K �D�U�H �X�Q�Z�D�L�Y�D�E�O�H �D�V�S�H�F�W�V �R�I 

scholarship. 

�<�H�W �Z�H �S�H�U�F�H�L�Y�H �L�W �D�V �D �Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\ �P�R�P�H�Q�W�X�P �W�R �H�P�S�O�R�\ �4�O�P �D�Q�G �P�H�G�L�D �V�W�X�G�L�H�V 

as a critical tool to deliberate and even dismantle the mechanisms that are 

used to attend to the crisis. Spotlighting media operations exposes the very 

�P�H�D�Q�V �D�Q�G �Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H�V �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �Z�K�L�F�K �H�[�S�H�U�W�L�V�H �L�V �S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G �D�V �V�X�F�K�� �D�Q�G �W�K�L�V 

volume is in dialogue with other scholarly interventions on the impact of the 

�S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �I�U�R�P �W�K�H �4�H�O�G �R�I �4�O�P �D�Q�G �P�H�G�L�D �V�W�X�G�L�H�V �V�S�H�F�L�4�F�D�O�O�\�� �D�Q�G �W�K�H �K�X�P�D�Q-

�L�W�L�H�V �D�Q�G �V�R�F�L�D�O �V�F�L�H�Q�F�H �P�R�U�H �J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�O�\ ���%�D�H�U �D�Q�G �+�D�Q�L�F�K �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �%�U�R�Q�I�H�Q �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� 

�*�H�V�V�P�D�Q�Q�� �+�D�O�I�Z�D�V�V�H�Q�� �D�Q�G �6�W�H�N�H�O�H�U���:�H�L�W�K�R�I�H�U �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �+�H�Q�Q�H�I�H�O�G �D�Q�G �&�D�K�L�O�O 

�…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �-�R�Q�H�V �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �1�H�Z�L�D�N �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �9�R�O�N�P�H�U �D�Q�G �:�H�U�Q�H�U �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �:�D�O�N�H�U �…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� �0�R�U�H-

�R�Y�H�U�� �L�W �D�O�O�R�Z�V �X�V �W�R �T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q �W�K�H �Y�H�U�\ �W�H�P�S�R�U�D�O �P�R�W�R�U�V �I�R�U �V�F�K�R�O�D�U�O�\ �U�H�5�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� 

�'�R �V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V �Q�H�H�G �W�R �U�H�S�O�\ �W�R �W�K�H �P�R�P�H�Q�W���V �F�U�L�V�L�V�� �R�U �D�O�W�H�U�Q�D�W�H�O�\�� �G�R�H�V �L�Q�I�R�U�P�H�G 

�U�H�5�H�F�W�L�R�Q �Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�L�O�\ �G�H�P�D�Q�G �G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H �D�Q�G �W�L�P�H�" �$�V �D �P�D�W�W�H�U �R�I �I�D�F�W�� �P�D�Q�\ 

�R�I �W�K�H �T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V �G�L�V�F�X�V�V�H�G �L�Q �W�K�L�V �Y�R�O�X�P�H �K�D�Y�H �R�F�F�X�S�L�H�G �W�K�H �G�L�V�F�L�S�O�L�Q�H �R�I �4�O�P 

and media studies before. With this we assert that the foundations for the 

��	 �6�H�H �I�R�U �H�[�D�P�S�O�H�� �&�U�L�W�L�F�D�O �–�Q�T�X�L�U�\ �%�O�R�J �
�3�R�V�W�V �I�U�R�P �W�K�H �3�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F�� �K�W�W�S�V�������F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O�L�Q�T�X�L�U�\��

�X�F�K�L�F�D�J�R���H�G�X���S�R�V�W�V�B�I�U�R�P�B�W�K�H�B�S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F���� �D �V�S�H�F�L�D�O �S�U�R�M�H�F�W �R�I The European Journal of 

Psychoanalysis https://www.journal-psychoanalysis.eu/coronavirus-and-philosophers/ 

The New York Review of Books���V �'�L�V�S�D�W�F�K�H�V �I�U�R�P �W�K�H �&�R�Y�L�G���„�Œ �&�U�L�V�L�V �K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���Q�\�E�R�R�N�V��

com/topics/coronavirus/.

https://criticalinquiry.uchicago.edu/posts_from_the_pandemic/
https://www.nybooks.com/topics/coronavirus/
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�S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �P�H�G�L�D �P�H�F�K�D�Q�L�V�P�V �Z�H�U�H �D�O�U�H�D�G�\ �O�D�L�G�� �\�H�W �W�K�H �F�U�L�V�L�V �I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q �S�U�R-

vides them with a new visibility. 

Two objectives were particularly important to us in putting together this 

�Y�R�O�X�P�H�� �)�L�U�V�W�� �W�R �S�U�R�E�H �W�K�H �P�D�Q�\ �P�H�G�L�D �F�R�Q�4�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V �W�K�D�W �S�O�D�\�H�G �L�Q�W�R �W�K�H 

�V�R�F�L�D�O�� �H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F�� �F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O�� �D�Q�G �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O �P�D�Q�L�I�H�V�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F�� 

�6�H�F�R�Q�G�� �W�R �F�R�O�O�H�F�W �D�Q�G �U�H�J�L�V�W�H�U �W�K�H�V�H �F�R�Q�4�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V �D�Q�G �H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�V�� �:�K�L�O�V�W 

�W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �H�Q�D�E�O�H�G �W�K�H �H�P�H�U�J�H�Q�F�H �R�I �H�S�K�H�P�H�U�D�O �D�Q�G �L�Q�F�K�R�D�W�H �H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�V�� 

�D�Q �R�X�W�F�R�P�H �R�I �D �P�R�G�H �R�I �W�U�D�Q�V�L�W�L�R�Q �W�K�D�W �W�K�H �F�U�L�V�L�V �P�R�E�L�O�L�]�H�V�� �W�K�H�L�U �H�S�K�H�P�H�U�D�O-

ity became evident while we were working on the volume between April and 

�6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �%�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �W�K�H �S�U�R�F�H�V�V �R�I �U�H�Y�L�H�Z�L�Q�J �W�K�H �H�V�V�D�\�V �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W �W�K�H 

�V�X�P�P�H�U �D�Q�G �Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J �W�K�H �L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q �L�Q �H�D�U�O�\ �I�D�O�O�� �V�R�P�H �D�P�D�W�H�X�U �Y�L�G�H�R�V �K�D�Y�H 

�D�O�U�H�D�G�\ �G�L�V�D�S�S�H�D�U�H�G �I�U�R�P �W�K�H �Y�L�U�W�X�D�O �V�S�K�H�U�H�� �F�R�P�P�H�Q�W�V �K�D�Y�H �E�H�H�Q �G�H�O�H�W�H�G 

�I�U�R�P �V�R�F�L�D�O �P�H�G�L�D�� �Q�H�Z �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�H�V �G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�G �W�R �F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q �W�K�H �Y�L�U�X�V �K�D�Y�H 

�H�Y�R�O�Y�H�G�� �V�R�F�L�D�O �U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�V �K�D�Y�H �V�K�L�I�W�H�G �I�U�R�P �F�R�P�S�U�H�K�H�Q�V�L�R�Q �W�R �D�Q�J�H�U�� �D�Q�G �F�R�Q-

spiracy theories have questioned the validity of science and expert opinions. 

�$�V �V�X�F�K�� �W�K�L�V �Y�R�O�X�P�H �L�V �W�K�H �R�X�W�F�R�P�H �R�I �D �I�R�U�P �R�I �
�S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V�K�L�S���� 

�U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�L�Q�J �D �F�H�U�W�D�L�Q �P�R�P�H�Q�W �R�I �F�K�D�Q�J�H �D�V �P�X�F�K �D�V �L�W �L�V �D�Z�D�U�H �R�I �W�K�H �H�•�H�F�W�V 

of the crisis on its own operations. 

�7�K�H���–�Q�Y�H�Q�W�R�U�\

�:�H �L�Q�Y�L�W�H�G �W�K�H �D�X�W�K�R�U�V �L�Q �W�K�L�V �Y�R�O�X�P�H �W�R �U�H�5�H�F�W �R�Q �D �V�S�H�F�L�4�F �S�K�H�Q�R�P�H�Q�R�Q �W�K�D�W 

�L�V �S�D�U�W �R�I �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �P�H�G�L�D�� �G�U�D�Z�L�Q�J �R�Q �W�K�H�L�U �V�S�H�F�L�D�O�L�]�H�G �L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�V �D�Q�G �H�[�S�H�U�W-

�L�V�H�� �7�K�H �U�H�V�X�O�W �L�V �D�Q �L�Q�Y�H�Q�W�R�U�\ �R�I �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �P�H�G�L�D�� �D�Q �L�Q�G�H�4�Q�L�W�H �V�X�P �R�I �W�K�H 

�P�D�Q�\ �I�R�U�P�V�� �I�R�U�P�D�W�V�� �X�V�D�J�H�V�� �S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V�� �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�V�� �I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �D�Q�G �F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�V 

�W�K�U�R�X�J�K �Z�K�L�F�K �P�H�G�L�D �P�D�Q�L�I�H�V�W �W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V �L�Q �W�K�L�V �G�H�P�D�U�F�D�W�H�G�� �\�H�W �R�Q�J�R�L�Q�J�� 

event. 

�7�L�P�H���7�H�P�S�R�U�D�O�L�W�\

�7�K�L�V �V�H�F�W�L�R�Q �E�U�L�Q�J�V �W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W �F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F���V 

�U�K�\�W�K�P�V �D�Q�G �W�H�P�S�R�U�D�O �G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q�V���S�D�V�W�� �S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�� �D�Q�G �I�X�W�X�U�H�� �1�H�W�D 

Alexander explores modes of waiting as a predominant experience in an 

�D�J�H �R�I �R�Q���G�H�P�D�Q�G �F�X�O�W�X�U�H�� �U�H�I�X�W�L�Q�J �L�W�V �P�\�W�K �R�I �L�P�P�H�G�L�D�F�\�� �Z�K�H�U�H�D�V �0�D�O�W�H 

Hagener highlights parallelism and synchronicity in his study of the split-

�V�F�U�H�H�Q�� �D �F�R�P�P�R�Q �L�P�D�J�H �L�Q �W�K�H �G�D�\�V �R�I �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �W�K�D�W �J�R�H�V �E�D�F�N �W�R �H�D�U�O�\ 

�F�L�Q�H�P�D�� �–�Q �F�R�Q�W�U�D�V�W �W�R �W�K�H�V�H �H�L�W�K�H�U �O�D�W�H�Q�W �R�U �D�F�F�H�O�H�U�D�W�H�G �W�H�P�S�R�V�� �W�L�P�H�� �D�V �D 

�V�H�Q�V�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �F�R�Q�W�H�P�S�R�U�D�Q�H�R�X�V�Q�H�V�V�� �L�Q�I�R�U�P�V �8�O�U�L�N�H �%�H�U�J�H�U�P�D�Q�Q���V �D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V �R�I 

�D �V�K�R�U�W �4�O�P �W�K�D�W �Z�D�V �V�Z�L�I�W�O�\ �S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G �I�R�U �W�K�H �R�Q�O�L�Q�H �H�G�L�W�L�R�Q �R�I �D �4�O�P �I�H�V�W�L�Y�D�O�� 

�-�D�D�S �9�H�U�K�H�X�O���V �F�U�L�W�L�T�X�H �R�I �D �U�H�Q�H�Z�H�G �L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W �L�Q �W�K�H �4�O�P �Y�D�X�O�W �F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�V �W�K�H �Y�D�O-

�R�U�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �S�D�V�W �F�L�Q�H�P�D�W�L�F �W�U�H�D�V�X�U�H�V �E�\ �L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\ �S�R�Z�H�U�V�� �V�F�K�R�O�D�U�O�\ �L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�V 

�D�U�H �U�H�R�U�L�H�Q�W�H�G �W�R �D�G�G�U�H�V�V �F�X�U�U�H�Q�W �D�•�D�L�U�V �L�Q �)�H�O�L�[ �0�� �6�L�P�R�Q���V �F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q �R�I 
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�
�S�L�Y�R�W�L�Q�J���� �D�Q�G �P�R�G�H�V �R�I �F�L�Q�H�P�D �Y�L�H�Z�L�Q�J �D�U�H �D�G�M�X�V�W�H�G �W�R �W�K�H �W�L�P�H���V �Q�H�F�H�V�V�L�W�L�H�V 

while imbued with nostalgia in Karin Fleck’s study of the drive-in.

�6�S�D�F�H���6�F�D�O�H

�0�H�G�L�D �D�O�W�H�U �S�H�U�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q �R�I �V�S�D�F�H �D�Q�G �V�F�D�O�H�� �D�Q�G �Z�L�W�K �L�W �K�R�Z �Z�H �U�H�O�D�W�H �W�R 

�R�X�U�V�H�O�Y�H�V �D�Q�G �R�W�K�H�U�V�� �7�K�H �V�H�F�W�L�R�Q �R�S�H�Q�V �Z�L�W�K �W�Z�R �H�V�V�D�\�V �D�G�G�U�H�V�V�L�Q�J �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W 

media representations of urban spaces. Teresa Castro criticizes drone images 

�R�I �H�P�S�W�\ �F�L�W�L�H�V �D�V �D�Q �
�D�H�V�W�K�H�W�L�F�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�V�� �D�Q�G �Y�L�F�W�R�U�\ �R�I �V�S�H�F�W�D�F�O�H �R�Y�H�U 

�F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O �G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�� �–�Q �W�X�U�Q�� �$�O�L�F�H �/�H�U�R�\ �V�K�R�Z�V �W�K�D�W �W�K�H �D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �V�X�U�Y�H�L�O-

lance military technologies can also be used to document otherwise invisible 

moments of care and solidarity. The subsequent three essays engage with 

issues pertaining to self-isolation through the lens of platforms. According to 

�<�Y�R�Q�Q�H �=�L�P�P�H�U�P�D�Q�Q�� �Y�L�G�H�R�F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�L�Q�J �F�U�H�D�W�H�V �D �U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S �R�I �F�O�R�V�H�Q�H�V�V 

�D�Q�G �G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H �R�I �V�H�O�I �D�Q�G���D�V �R�W�K�H�U �W�K�D�W �R�S�H�Q�V �X�S �Q�H�Z �P�R�G�H�V �R�I �V�H�O�I���U�H�5�H�[�L�Y�L�W�\�� 

Joshua Neves and Marc Steinberg probe how platform economies take over 

�P�R�V�W �L�Q���S�H�U�V�R�Q �D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V�� �S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J �F�X�V�W�R�P�H�U�V �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H �R�I �F�R�Q-

venience at the cost of putting laborers at risk. Juan Llamas-Rodriguez’s anal -

�\�V�L�V �R�I �D�Q �D�Q�L�P�D�W�H�G �V�K�R�U�W �G�H�S�L�F�W�L�Q�J �W�K�H �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H �R�I �W�K�H �U�L�F�K �D�Q�G 

poor stresses the expanding rift between cosmopolitan elites and the millions 

that inhabit the Global South. The last two essays examine the consequences 

of closed media spaces for visitors and scholars. Distinguishing between 

�4�O�P���G�U�L�Y�H�Q �D�Q�G �I�H�V�W�L�Y�D�O���G�U�L�Y�H�Q �H�Y�H�Q�W�V�� �0�D�U�L�M�N�H �G�H �9�D�O�F�N �S�U�R�S�R�V�H�V �F�R�P�E�L�Q�L�Q�J 

case study-based scholarship with large-scale data projects to theorize the 

�F�K�D�Q�J�L�Q�J �I�H�V�W�L�Y�D�O �H�F�R���V�\�V�W�H�P�� �(�[�S�O�R�U�L�Q�J �W�K�H �U�X�S�W�X�U�H �&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ �K�D�V �F�D�X�V�H�G �I�R�U 

�W�K�H�P�H �S�D�U�N �I�D�Q�V �D�Q�G �U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�H�U�V�� �5�H�E�H�F�F�D �:�L�O�O�O�L�D�P�V �P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q�V �W�K�D�W �G�L�J�L�W�D�O 

media may become more central for fans and fan scholars when the physical 

spaces are inaccessible. 

�7�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�H�V���0�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�L�W�L�H�V

�7�D�N�H�Q �W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U�� �W�K�H �H�V�V�D�\�V �L�Q �W�K�L�V �V�H�F�W�L�R�Q �P�D�Q�L�I�H�V�W �D �Y�D�U�L�H�W�\ �R�I �L�Q�W�H�U�I�D�F�H�V�� �S�O�D�W-

�I�R�U�P�V�� �P�R�G�H�V �R�I �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�� �Y�L�H�Z�V�� �D�Q�G �P�H�G�L�X�P �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �Z�K�L�F�K �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F 

�Z�D�V �U�H�Q�G�H�U�H�G �Y�L�V�L�E�O�H�� �I�H�O�W�� �F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�O�H�G�� �R�U �L�Q�K�D�E�L�W�H�G�� �2�•�H�U�L�Q�J �D �O�R�Q�J �K�L�V�W�R�U�\ �R�I 

�P�D�F�K�L�Q�H �Y�L�V�L�R�Q�� �$�Q�W�R�Q�L�R �6�R�P�D�L�Q�L �V�K�H�G�V �O�L�J�K�W �R�Q �W�K�H �F�X�U�U�H�Q�W �S�U�R�O�L�I�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I 

�W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�H�V �R�I �G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�� �$�O�H�[�D�Q�G�U�D �6�F�K�Q�H�L�G�H�U �S�U�R�E�H�V �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �P�H�G�L�D 

�V�S�D�F�H �E�\ �O�R�R�N�L�Q�J �D�W �D �S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U �L�Q�W�H�U�I�D�F�H�� �W�K�H �F�D�U���V �F�D�P�H�U�D���L�P�E�H�G�G�H�G �U�H�D�U 

�P�L�U�U�R�U�� �D�Q�G �L�W�V �P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V �R�I �G�L�V�S�O�D�F�H�P�H�Q�W�� �Z�K�H�U�H�D�V �$�G�D �$�F�N�H�U�P�D�Q���V �D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V 

of drone-produced images of empty urban spaces explores the spectacle of 

�V�F�D�O�H �D�Q�G �H�P�S�W�L�Q�H�V�V�� �(�V�V�D�\�V �E�\ �%�L�V�K�Q�X�S�U�L�\�D �*�K�R�V�K�� �&�K�U�L�V�W�R�S�K �(�Q�J�H�P�D�Q�Q�� �D�Q�G 

Guilherme da Silva Machado address media logics of close scrutiny. Ghosh dis -

�V�H�F�W�V �W�K�H �V�\�Q�W�K�H�W�L�F �V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�4�F �S�U�R�F�H�V�V �R�I �Y�L�V�X�D�O�L�]�L�Q�J �W�K�H �Y�L�U�X�V�� �(�Q�J�H�P�D�Q�Q �L�Q�Y�H�V-

�W�L�J�D�W�H�V �F�R�U�R�Q�D �W�U�D�F�L�Q�J �D�S�S�V �D�Q�G �W�K�H �S�X�E�O�L�F �G�H�E�D�W�H�V �W�K�H�\ �S�U�R�Y�R�N�H �L�Q �(�X�U�R�S�H�� 
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�D�Q�G�� �V�W�X�G�\�L�Q�J �W�H�O�H�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�H�V �L�Q �W�K�H �Z�R�U�N�S�O�D�F�H�� �G�D �6�L�O�Y�D 

�0�D�F�K�D�G�R �V�L�W�X�D�W�H�V �F�R�Q�W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�\ �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q �O�D�E�R�U �L�Q �W�K�H �I�D�F�L�D�O �F�O�R�V�H���X�S�� �/�D�V�W�O�\�� 

�W�U�D�Y�H�U�V�L�Q�J �R�X�U �D�F�F�H�V�V �W�R �V�S�D�F�H�V �D�Q�G �E�R�G�L�H�V�� �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �K�D�V �E�U�R�X�J�K�W �D�E�R�X�W 

new materialities. Diego Semerene argues for the erotic discharge of words 

�R�Q �V�H�[ �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�V�� �L�Q �O�L�H�X �R�I �W�K�H �D�•�R�U�G�D�E�L�O�L�W�\ �R�I �E�R�G�L�H�V�� �0�D�U�L�H���$�X�G�H �%�D�U�R�Q�L�D�Q 

�H�[�S�O�R�U�H�V �W�K�H �R�P�Q�L�S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H �R�I �P�D�V�N�V�� �E�R�W�K �D�V �D �P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O �R�E�M�H�F�W �D�Q�G �D �P�H�G�L�X�P�� 

and Marek Jancovic tracks an archeology of three conspicuous objects in the 

�X�U�E�D�Q �V�S�D�F�H�� �J�D�•�H�U �W�D�S�H�� �J�O�D�V�V�� �D�Q�G �E�R�R�P �P�L�F�U�R�S�K�R�Q�H�V��

�(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���–�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q

�$ �G�L�G�D�F�W�L�F �G�L�V�S�O�D�\�� �D �I�R�U�P �R�I �D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\ �R�U �L�W�V �W�R�R�O�� �D �V�S�D�F�H �W�R �H�[�H�U�F�L�V�H �S�U�X�G�H�Q�F�H 

or trust are linked to media instructional and educational imperatives. Florian 

�+�R�R�I �R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�V �W�K�H �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W �I�R�U�P�D�W�V �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �Z�K�L�F�K �L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q �D�E�R�X�W �W�K�H 

virus was conveyed as a means to establish trust in a time of growing uncer -

�W�D�L�Q�W�\�� �L�Q �%�H�Q�M�D�P�¯�Q �6�F�K�X�O�W�]���)�L�J�X�H�U�R�D �D�Q�G �6�R�S�K�L�D �*�U�¦�I�H���V �H�V�V�D�\ �D�Q�L�P�D�O�V �D�U�H 

put forward as a medium through which the pandemic was introduced and 

�V�W�X�G�L�H�G�� �H�L�W�K�H�U �D�V �D �F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O �R�U �V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�4�F �V�L�J�Q�L�4�H�U�� �/�H�R�Q�L�H �=�L�O�F�K �X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�V 

�S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �S�R�U�Q �D�V �D �Z�D�\ �W�R �H�Q�K�D�Q�F�H �P�R�U�D�O�L�V�W�L�F �Y�D�O�X�H�V�� �Z�K�L�O�H �W�K�H �L�P�S�D�F�W �R�I 

�P�H�G�L�D �R�Q �F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q �Z�D�V �D�O�V�R �U�H�F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G �E�\ �V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V �D�Q�G �S�H�G�D�J�R�J�X�H�V�� �D�V 

contended by Meredith A. Bak in her essay on children’s screen time and 

�K�H�U �S�U�R�S�R�V�D�O �R�I �D �
�V�W�U�H�W�F�K�\ �W�L�P�H���� �-�R�K�Q �0�R�Z�L�W�W���V �H�V�V�D�\ �W�K�L�Q�N�V �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �W�K�H 

�L�P�S�H�U�D�W�L�Y�H�� �R�I�W�H�Q �P�D�G�H �L�Q �W�H�O�H�F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�L�Q�J �W�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J�� �
�P�X�W�H �\�R�X�U �V�R�X�Q�G���� �7�K�H 

�S�U�R�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q �R�I �F�D�Q�F�H�O�L�Q�J �V�R�X�Q�G�� �V�L�J�Q�D�O�H�G �E�\ �W�K�H �L�F�R�Q �R�I �P�L�F�U�R�S�K�R�Q�H �Z�L�W�K �D 

�U�H�G �V�W�U�L�N�H�W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �O�H�D�G�V �0�R�Z�L�W�W �E�H�\�R�Q�G �W�K�H �H�Q�J�L�Q�H�H�U�H�G �K�H�D�U�L�Q�J �R�I �W�K�H �W�H�O�H-

�S�K�R�Q�H�� �S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O�O�\ �D�O�W�H�U�L�Q�J �R�X�U �W�H�F�K�Q�R���S�H�G�D�J�R�J�L�F�D�O �V�F�H�Q�H�� �(�V�V�D�\�V �E�\ �.�H�U�L�P 

Dogruel and Wanda Strauven likewise meditate on the ways the pandemic 

redesigns pedagogic interactions. Dogruel expands on how online teaching 

�Z�D�V �S�H�U�F�H�L�Y�H�G �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W�O�\ �D�P�R�Q�J �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W �J�U�R�X�S�V�� �E�R�U�U�R�Z�L�Q�J �I�U�R�P �P�H�G�L�D �D�Q�G 

�V�R�F�L�D�O �W�K�H�R�U�L�H�V�� �6�W�U�D�X�Y�H�Q �U�H�5�H�F�W�V �R�Q �D �F�O�D�V�V �H�[�F�X�U�V�L�R�Q �W�R �D�Q �R�Q�O�L�Q�H �4�O�P �I�H�V�W�L�Y�D�O�� 

recounting how the mixing of everyday routine and the online platform leads 

to feelings of exhaustion.

�$�F�W�L�Y�L�V�P���6�R�F�L�D�E�L�O�L�W�\

�(�[�D�F�H�U�E�D�W�L�Q�J �D�Q�G �L�Q�W�H�Q�V�L�I�\�L�Q�J �H�[�L�V�W�L�Q�J �V�R�F�L�D�O �F�R�Q�5�L�F�W�V�� �P�H�G�L�D �Z�D�V �L�Q�V�W�U�X�P�H�Q�W�D�O 

in forming and keeping alive communities and realizing new activist strategies. 

�7�K�H �4�U�V�W �W�K�U�H�H �H�V�V�D�\�V �R�•�H�U �L�Q�V�L�J�K�W�V �L�Q�W�R �W�K�H �S�U�R�P�L�V�H �R�I �G�L�J�L�W�D�O �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�H�V 

to provide sociability while social distancing. Abby S. Waysdorf analyses fans’ 

use of archives to maintain their fan identity by staging online alternatives 

for canceled events. Stefanie Duguay investigates dating apps’ repositioning 

as facilitators of (self-)care while corresponding with the commercialization 

of health and well-being by digital technologies. Shane Denson stresses that 



Pandemic Media ����

the paradoxes of screen-mediated life during the pandemic are that media 

�V�H�U�Y�H �D�W �R�Q�F�H �W�R �F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W �D�Q�G �W�R �L�V�R�O�D�W�H�� �F�D�U�U�\�L�Q�J �W�K�H �S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O �I�R�U �S�D�V�V�L�Y�H 

�D�O�L�H�Q�D�W�L�R�Q �E�X�W �D�O�V�R �D�F�W�L�Y�H �U�H�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�� �7�K�H �Q�H�[�W �W�K�U�H�H �H�V�V�D�\�V �I�R�F�X�V �R�Q �K�R�Z�� �D�Q�G 

�D�J�D�L�Q�V�W �Z�K�D�W�� �V�X�F�K �D�F�W�L�Y�H �U�H�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H �P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�L�]�H�V�� �$�P�U�L�W�D �%�L�V�Z�D�V �H�[�D�P�L�Q�H�V 

the formation of solidarity networks in India to create awareness about the 

severity of the crisis for migrants across the country. Michelle Cho traces 

anti-racist protests by K-pop fans against the intertwined conditions of police 

�Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H �D�Q�G �W�K�H �L�Q�W�H�Q�V�L�4�F�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�D�O �D�Q�G �H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O �U�D�F�L�V�P �L�Q 

�1�R�U�W�K �$�P�H�U�L�F�D �D�Q�G �(�X�U�R�S�H�� �$�V �9�L�Q�]�H�Q�] �+�H�G�L�J�H�U �G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�H�V�� �W�K�H�V�H �S�U�R�W�H�V�W�V 

are also directed at a US president whose governance is characterized by the 

�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O �P�R�G�H�V �R�I �K�R�P�H �V�K�R�S�S�L�Q�J �W�H�O�H�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�� �7�K�H �4�Q�D�O �W�Z�R �H�V�V�D�\�V �R�I 

this volume encourage new viewpoints and epistemologies to overcome sys -

�W�H�P�D�W�L�F �R�S�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�� �'�L�G�L �&�K�H�H�N�D �F�D�O�O�V �I�R�U �W�K�H �G�H�F�R�O�R�Q�L�]�L�Q�J �R�I �4�O�P �D�U�F�K�L�Y�H�V �L�Q 

�W�K�H �W�L�P�H �R�I �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �F�D�S�L�W�D�O�L�V�P�� �D�Q�G �.�H�V�W�H�U �'�\�H�U �V�K�R�Z�V �K�R�Z �O�R�Q�J���V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J 

Indigenous viewpoints have anticipated the tensions concerning systemic 

�U�D�F�L�V�P �P�D�J�Q�L�4�H�G �E�\ �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F�� 

�5�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V

�%�D�H�U�� �1�L�F�K�R�O�D�V�� �D�Q�G �-�X�O�L�D�Q �+�D�Q�L�F�K�� �H�G�V�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �
�&�R�U�R�Q�D�Y�L�U�X�V �D�Q�G �&�L�Q�H�P�D�W�L�F �(�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���� In Media 

Res: A Media Commons Project�� �-�X�Q�H �„�‡�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ �W�R �-�X�Q�H �…�ƒ�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �$�F�F�H�V�V�H�G �2�F�W�R�E�H�U �‹�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ��  

http://mediacommons.org/imr/content/coronavirus-and-cinematic-experience.

�%�U�R�Q�I�H�Q�� �(�O�L�V�D�E�H�W�K�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� Angesteckt: Zeitgemässes über Pandemie und Kultur. Basel: Echtzeit 

Verlag.

�&�K�X�Q�� �:�H�Q�G�\ �+�X�L �.�\�R�Q�J�� �…�ƒ�„�„�� �
�&�U�L�V�L�V�� �&�U�L�V�L�V�� �&�U�L�V�L�V �R�U �6�R�Y�H�U�H�L�J�Q�W�\ �D�Q�G �1�H�W�Z�R�U�N�V���� Theory, Culture 

and Society �…�‹ ���‰���� �Œ�„���„�„�…��

�&�U�L�W�L�F�D�O �–�Q�T�X�L�U�\ �%�O�R�J�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �
�3�R�V�W�V �I�U�R�P �W�K�H �3�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F���� �$�F�F�H�V�V�H�G �'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U �…�ƒ�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �K�W�W�S�V������

criticalinquiry.uchicago.edu/posts_from_the_pandemic/.

�'�D�\�D�Q�� �'�D�Q�L�H�O�� �D�Q�G �(�O�L�K�X �.�D�W�]�� �„�Œ�Œ�‡�� Media Events: The Live Broadcasting of History�� �&�D�P�E�U�L�G�J�H�� 

MA: Harvard University Press. 

�'�R�D�Q�H�� �0�D�U�\ �$�Q�Q�� �„�Œ�Œ�ƒ�� �
�–�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�� �&�U�L�V�L�V�� �&�D�W�D�V�W�U�R�S�K�H���� �–�Q Logics of Television: Essays in 

Cultural Criticism�� �H�G�L�W�H�G �E�\ �3�D�W�U�L�F�L�D �0�H�O�O�H�Q�F�D�P�S�� �…�…�…���†�Œ�� �/�R�Q�G�R�Q�� �%�)�– �D�Q�G �%�O�R�R�P�L�Q�J�W�R�Q�� 

Indiana University Press.

�*�H�V�V�P�D�Q�Q�� �0�D�U�W�L�Q�� �-�H�Q�V �+�D�O�I�Z�D�V�V�H�Q�� �D�Q�G �3�L�U�P�L�Q �6�W�H�N�H�O�H�U���:�H�L�W�K�R�I�H�U�� �H�G�V�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �
�6�R�Q�G�H�U�K�H�I�W 

�.�X�O�W�X�U�]�H�L�W�G�¦�P�P�H�U�X�Q�J�� �&�R�U�R�Q�D �X�Q�G �G�L�H �)�R�O�J�H�Q���� Philosophische Rundschau �‰�Š ���…���� 

�+�H�Q�Q�H�I�H�O�G�� �0�D�J�J�L�H�� �D�Q�G �-�D�P�H�V �/�H�R �&�D�K�L�O�O�� �H�G�V�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �
�0�H�G�L�D �3�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F���� In Media Res: A Media 

Commons Project�� �$�S�U�L�O �ˆ�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �$�F�F�H�V�V�H�G �2�F�W�R�E�H�U �‹�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �K�W�W�S�������P�H�G�L�D�F�R�P�P�R�Q�V���R�U�J���L�P�U��

content/media-pandemic. 

�-�R�Q�H�V�� �$�V�K�O�H�\�� �H�G�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ��  �
 �7�K�H�P�H �3�D�U�N�V���� In Media Res: A Media Commons Project�� �6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U 

�…�„�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ �W�R �6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U �…�ˆ�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �$�F�F�H�V�V�H�G �2�F�W�R�E�H�U �‹�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �K�W�W�S�������P�H�G�L�D�F�R�P�P�R�Q�V���R�U�J���L�P�U��

content/theme-parks.  

�.�H�H�Q�D�Q�� �7�K�R�P�D�V�� �…�ƒ�ƒ�‡�� �
�0�R�E�L�O�L�]�L�Q�J �6�K�D�P�H���� South Atlantic Quarterly �„�ƒ�† ���…���†���� �‡�†�ˆ���‡�Œ��

�1�D�S�S�H�U�� �/�D�Z�U�H�Q�F�H�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �
���+�D�Y�H �<�R�X �+�D�G �W�K�H �1�H�Z �–�Q�5�X�H�Q�]�D �<�H�W�"���� �7�K�H �%�L�R�V�F�R�S�H�� �W�K�H 

�&�L�Q�H�P�D �D�Q�G �W�K�H �(�S�L�G�H�P�L�F �„�Œ�„�‹���„�Œ���� At the Pictures: About Cinemagoing in the Past�� �0�D�\ 

�‰ �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �$�F�F�H�V�V�H�G �6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U �„�‹�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �K�W�W�S�V�������D�W�W�K�H�S�L�F�W�X�U�H�V���S�K�R�W�R���E�O�R�J���…�ƒ�…�ƒ���ƒ�ˆ���ƒ�‰��

�K�D�Y�H���\�R�X���K�D�G���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���L�Q�5�X�H�Q�]�D���\�H�W���W�K�H���E�L�R�V�F�R�S�H���W�K�H���F�L�Q�H�P�D���D�Q�G���W�K�H���H�S�L�G�H�P�L�F���„�Œ�„�‹���„�Œ����

�1�H�Z�L�D�N�� �'�H�Q�L�V�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� Alles schon mal dagewesen: Was wir aus Pandemie-Filmen für die Corona-Krise 

lernen können. Marburg: Schüren Verlag.

http://mediacommons.org/imr/content/media-pandemic
http://mediacommons.org/imr/content/theme-parks
https://atthepictures.photo.blog/2020/05/06/have-you-had-the-new-influenza-yet-the-bioscope-the-cinema-and-the-epidemic-1918-19/


���� Pandemic Media

�3�D�U�L�N�N�D�� �-�X�V�V�L�� �…�ƒ�„�‰�� Digital Contagions: A Media Archaeology of Computer Viruses. New York:  

Peter Lang.

�3�D�U�N�V�� �/�L�V�D�� �D�Q�G �-�D�Q�H�W �:�D�O�N�H�U�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �
�'�L�V�D�V�W�H�U �0�H�G�L�D�� �%�H�Q�G�L�Q�J �W�K�H �&�X�U�Y�H �R�I �(�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O  

�'�L�V�U�X�S�W�L�R�Q �D�Q�G �0�R�Y�L�Q�J �7�R�Z�D�U�G �6�R�F�L�D�O �-�X�V�W�L�F�H���� �–�Q Media+Environment�� �8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\ �R�I �&�D�O�L�I�R�U�Q�L�D 

�3�U�H�V�V�� �$�F�F�H�V�V�H�G �6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U �Œ�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �K�W�W�S�V�������P�H�G�L�D�H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q���R�U�J���D�U�W�L�F�O�H���„�†�‡�Š�‡���G�L�V�D�V�W�H�U���P�H�G�L�D��

bending-the-curve-of-ecological-disruption-and-moving-toward-social-justice. 

�6�D�P�S�V�R�Q�� �7�R�Q�\ �'�� �…�ƒ�„�…�� Virality: Contagion Theory in the Age of Networks. Minneapolis: University 

of Minnesota Press.

�6�F�K�X�S�S�O�L�� �6�X�V�D�Q�� �…�ƒ�„�ˆ�� �
�6�L�O�N �–�P�D�J�H�V�� �7�K�H �3�K�R�W�R�J�H�Q�L�F �3�R�O�L�W�L�F�V �R�I �2�L�O�� �(�[�K�L�E�L�W�L�R�Q�� �(�[�W�U�D �&�L�W�\�� 

�$�Q�W�Z�H�U�S���� Susan Schuppli. �$�F�F�H�V�V�H�G �6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U �„�‹�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �K�W�W�S�������V�X�V�D�Q�V�F�K�X�S�S�O�L���F�R�P���P�L�V�F��

slick-images-photogenic-politics-oil/. 

�6�Q�R�Z�G�R�Q�� �3�H�W�H�U�� �…�ƒ�„�‡�� �
 �7�K�H �5�H�Y�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q �:�L�O�O �%�H �8�S�O�R�D�G�H�G�� �9�H�U�Q�D�F�X�O�D�U �9�L�G�H�R �D�Q�G �W�K�H �$�U�D�E 

�6�S�U�L�Q�J���� Culture Unbound Journal of Current Cultural Research �‰ ���…���� �‡�ƒ�„���…�Œ��

�7�K�H �(�X�U�R�S�H�D�Q �-�R�X�U�Q�D�O �R�I �3�V�\�F�K�R�D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �
�&�R�U�R�Q�D�Y�L�U�X�V �D�Q�G �S�K�L�O�R�V�R�S�K�H�U�V���� �$�F�F�H�V�V�H�G 

�'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U �…�ƒ�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���M�R�X�U�Q�D�O���S�V�\�F�K�R�D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V���H�X���F�R�U�R�Q�D�Y�L�U�X�V���D�Q�G���S�K�L�O�R�V�R�S�K�H�U�V����

�7�K�H �1�H�Z �<�R�U�N �5�H�Y�L�H�Z �R�I �%�R�R�N�V�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �
�'�L�V�S�D�W�F�K�H�V �I�U�R�P �W�K�H �&�R�Y�L�G���„�Œ �&�U�L�V�L�V���� �$�F�F�H�V�V�H�G �'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U 

�…�ƒ�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���Q�\�E�R�R�N�V���F�R�P���W�R�S�L�F�V���F�R�U�R�Q�D�Y�L�U�X�V����

�9�R�O�N�P�H�U�� �0�L�F�K�D�H�O�� �D�Q�G �.�D�U�L�Q �:�H�U�Q�H�U�� �H�G�V�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� Die Corona-Gesellschaft: Analysen zur Lage und 

Perspektiven für die Zukunft. Bielefeld: Transcript Verlag. 

�:�D�O�N�H�U�� �-�H�•�H�U�V�R�Q�� �H�G�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �
 �7�K�H �3�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �D�Q�G �3�X�E�O�L�F �0�H�P�R�U�\���� In Media Res: A Media Commons 

Project�� �-�X�Q�H �…�‹�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ �W�R �-�X�O�\ �†�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �$�F�F�H�V�V�H�G �2�F�W�R�E�H�U �‹�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �K�W�W�S�������P�H�G�L�D�F�R�P�P�R�Q�V���R�U�J��

imr/content/ ‌pandemic-and-public-memory/.  

�:�K�L�W�H�� �0�L�P�L�� �„�Œ�Œ�Œ�� �
 �7�H�O�H�Y�L�V�L�R�Q �/�L�Y�H�Q�H�V�V�� �+�L�V�W�R�U�\�� �%�D�Q�D�O�L�W�\�� �$�W�W�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V���� Spectator �…�ƒ�� �†�‹���ˆ�‰��

http://susanschuppli.com/misc/slick-images-photogenic-politics-oil/
http://mediacommons.org/imr/content/pandemic-and-public-memory/






� 7 � – � 0 � ( � � � � � � � 7 � ( � 0 � 3 � 2 � 5 � $ � / � – � 7 � <



�����/ �$�7�(�1�&�<�� ��

�����%�8�)�)�(�5�–�1�*�� ��

�����'�–�*�–�7�$�/���–�1�)�5 �$�6�7�5�8�&�7�8�5�(�� ��

�����7�(�0�3�2�5 �$�/�–�7 �<�� ��



[ 1 ]

�7�K�H���:�D�L�W�L�Q�J���5�R�R�P����
�5�H�W�K�L�Q�N�L�Q�J���/�D�W�H�Q�F�\�� 
�D�I�W�H�U���&�2�9�–�'������

�1�H�W�D���$�O�H�[�D�Q�G�H�U

�%�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���R�Q���W�K�H���U�H�F�H�Q�W���O�L�W�H�U�D�W�X�U�H���R�Q���Z�D�L�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���
�W�H�P��
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�S�K�R�W�R�J�H�Q�L�F�����L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�D�O�����D�Q�G���H�P�R�W�L�R�Q�D�O�����7�K�L�V���W�U�L�D�G��

�D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V���G�L�V�P�D�Q�W�O�H�V���W�K�H���P�\�W�K���W�K�D�W���R�Q���G�H�P�D�Q�G���F�X�O�W�X�U�H��

�H�Q�D�E�O�H�V���V�H�D�P�O�H�V�V�����J�O�R�E�D�O���D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G��

�W�K�D�W���W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H���R�X�U���O�L�Y�H�V���F�R�X�O�G���E�H���H�D�V�L�O�\���P�R�Y�H�G���R�Q�O�L�Q�H����

�3�X�V�K�L�Q�J���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���W�K�L�V���W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�L�V�P�����L�W��

�S�R�V�L�W�V���W�K�H���Z�D�L�W�L�Q�J���U�R�R�P���D�V���D���W�L�P�H�O�\���P�H�W�D�S�K�R�U���I�R�U��

�F�R�U�R�Q�D���F�D�S�L�W�D�O�L�V�P��

Absolute power is the power to place other people 

�L�Q���W�R�W�D�O���X�Q�F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�W�\���E�\���R�•�H�U�L�Q�‘���Q�R���V�F�R�S�H���W�R���W�K�H�L�U��

capacity to predict… The all-powerful is he who 

does not wait but who makes others wait. 

Pierre Bourdieu

�=�R�R�P���V �
�Z�D�L�W�L�Q�J �U�R�R�P�����Z�K�H�U�H �X�V�H�U�V �S�D�W�L�H�Q�W�O�\ �Z�D�L�W �W�R �M�R�L�Q �D �P�H�H�W�L�Q�J �R�U �D 

webinar—is a perfect metaphor for corona-capitalism. We anxiously wait for a 

�M�R�E �L�Q�W�H�U�Y�L�H�Z �L�Q �D �W�L�P�H �R�I �F�U�L�S�S�O�L�Q�J �U�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q�� �I�R�U �D�Q �H�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\ �V�F�K�R�R�O �W�H�D�F�K�H�U 



���� Pandemic Media

�Z�L�W�K �Q�R �I�R�U�P�D�O �W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J �L�Q �U�H�P�R�W�H �W�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J �W�R �E�D�E�\�V�L�W �R�X�U �F�K�L�O�G�� �I�R�U �D �Y�L�G�H�R �F�R�Q-

versation with our elderly parents who we might kill IRL. We are confronted 

with an uncanny degree of self-awareness as we stare at ourselves through 

�R�X�U �Z�H�E�F�D�P�V�� �'�H�V�S�H�U�D�W�H�O�\ �W�U�\�L�Q�J �W�R �G�L�U�H�F�W �W�K�H �P�L�V�H���H�Q���V�F�H�Q�H�� �Z�H �U�H�D�U�U�D�Q�J�H 

�E�R�R�N�V �R�Q �W�K�H �V�K�H�O�I �E�H�K�L�Q�G �X�V �W�R �P�D�N�H �R�X�U �E�H�G�U�R�R�P���W�X�U�Q�H�G���R�]�F�H �O�R�R�N �P�R�U�H 

professional.

The coronavirus pandemic transformed Zoom—a videoconferencing platform 

�H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G �L�Q �…�ƒ�„�„ �D�Q�G �L�Q�L�W�L�D�O�O�\ �P�D�U�N�H�W�H�G �W�R �J�O�R�E�D�O �E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�H�V���L�Q�W�R �D �K�H�D�Y�H�Q��

�V�H�Q�W �V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q �I�R�U �T�X�D�U�D�Q�W�L�Q�H �D�Q�[�L�H�W�\�� �7�K�L�V �
�=�R�R�P�W�R�S�L�D���� �W�R �X�V�H �F�R�P�S�D�Q�\ 

�S�D�U�O�D�Q�F�H�� �L�J�Q�R�U�H�V �W�K�H �O�L�P�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I �W�K�H �G�L�J�L�W�D�O �L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�� �W�K�H �X�E�L�T�X�L�W�\ �R�I 

�L�Q�W�H�U�Q�H�W �W�U�R�O�O�V�� �D�Q�G �W�K�H �X�Q�H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G �G�L�V�U�X�S�W�L�R�Q�V �W�K�D�W �S�R�S �L�Q�W�R �W�K�H �I�U�D�P�H �L�Q �W�K�H 

�I�R�U�P �R�I �S�H�W�V�� �F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�� �R�U �S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�� �7�K�H �F�R�P�S�D�Q�\���V �D�E�L�O�L�W�\ �W�R �S�U�R�Y�L�G�H �V�H�D�P�O�H�V�V 

�Y�L�G�H�R �L�V �Q�R�Z �G�R�X�E�W�I�X�O �D�V �D�Q �H�[�S�R�Q�H�Q�W�L�D�O �L�Q�5�X�[ �R�I �X�V�H�U�V �H�Q�F�R�X�Q�W�H�U �E�X�•�H�U�L�Q�J 

�L�V�V�X�H�V�� �I�U�R�]�H�Q �V�F�U�H�H�Q�V�� �D�Q�G �D�Q�\ �R�W�K�H�U �G�L�J�L�W�D�O �Q�R�L�V�H �R�Q�F�H �P�R�F�N�H�G �E�\ �=�R�R�P �L�Q �L�W�V 

�F�R�P�P�H�U�F�L�D�O �I�U�R�P �…�ƒ�„�ˆ���� While Zoom has promoted a discourse of seamless -

�Q�H�V�V�� �L�W �L�V �O�D�W�H�Q�F�\ �D�Q�G �Z�D�L�W�L�Q�J �W�K�D�W �K�D�Y�H �F�R�P�H �W�R �G�H�4�Q�H �R�X�U �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �O�L�Y�H�V��

Building on my previous w �R�U�N �R�Q �E�X�•�H�U�L�Q�J �D�V �S�U�R�G�X�F�L�Q�J �D�Q�G �V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�J 

�
�S�H�U�S�H�W�X�D�O �D�Q�[�L�H�W�\�����W�K�H �R�I�W���G�H�Q�L�H�G �U�H�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q �W�K�D�W �Z�H �L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J�O�\ �U�H�O�\ �R�Q 

machines and infrastructures whose logic is not clear or accessible to us 

���$�O�H�[�D�Q�G�H�U �…�ƒ�„�Š�����– �Z�L�V�K �W�R �H�[�S�O�R�U�H �W�K�U�H�H �F�D�W�H�J�R�U�L�H�V �R�I �E�X�•�H�U�L�Q�J �O�D�L�G �E�D�U�H 

�G�X�U�L�Q�J �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F�� �S�D�W�K�R�J�H�Q�L�F�� �L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�D�O�� �D�Q�G �H�P�R�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �–�Q�I�R�U�P�H�G 

by the recent interest in the history and regimes of waiting as an antidote to 

�E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V �P�R�G�H�O�V �W�K�D�W �K�D�L�O �V�S�H�H�G �D�Q�G �L�Q�V�W�D�Q�W �J�U�D�W�L�4�F�D�W�L�R�Q ���7�D�Z�L�O���6�R�X�U�L �…�ƒ�„�Š�� 

�)�D�U�P�D�Q �…�ƒ�„�‹�� �-�D�Q�H�M�D �D�Q�G �%�D�Q�G�D�N �…�ƒ�„�‹���� �W�K�L�V �W�U�L�D�G �D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V �G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�H�V �Z�K�\ 

the study of latency regains a new urgency in a post-COVID world.

�7�K�H���%�X�•�H�U�L�Q�J���3�D�W�K�R�J�H�Q

�%�X�•�H�U�L�Q�J�� �D�V �– �D�U�J�X�H�G �H�O�V�H�Z�K�H�U�H�� �L�V �D �G�L�J�L�W�D�O �V�S�H�F�W�H�U�� �L�W �L�V �D �P�R�P�H�Q�W �R�I �O�D�J �D�Q�G 

�G�L�V�F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W �Z�K�R�V�H �O�H�Q�J�W�K �L�V �X�Q�N�Q�R�Z�Q ���$�O�H�[�D�Q�G�H�U �…�ƒ�„�Š���� �$�V �V�X�F�K�� �L�W �R�S�H�Q�V �X�S �D 

�O�L�P�L�Q�D�O �V�S�D�F�H �R�I �D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\ �D�Q�G �S�D�V�V�L�Y�L�W�\�� �Z�K�H�U�H �X�V�H�U�V �D�U�H �X�Q�V�X�U�H �K�R�Z �W�R �U�H�D�F�W�� 

�6�L�Q�F�H �G�L�J�L�W�D�O �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\ �L�V �E�D�V�H�G �R�Q �E�O�D�F�N �E�R�[ �G�H�V�L�J�Q�� �S�U�R�S�U�L�H�W�D�U�\ �D�O�J�R�U�L�W�K�P�V�� 

�D�Q�G �R�S�D�T�X�H �L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�� �L�Q�W�H�U�Q�H�W �X�V�H�U�V �W�H�Q�G �W�R �E�O�D�P�H �W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V �I�R�U �D�Q�\ 

�H�Q�F�R�X�Q�W�H�U �Z�L�W�K �W�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O �I�U�L�F�W�L�R�Q�� �–�Q �W�K�H �F�D�V�H �R�I �E�X�•�H�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�L�V �F�D�Q �W�D�N�H �W�K�H 

�I�R�U�P �R�I �I�U�D�Q�W�L�F�D�O�O�\ �U�H�V�W�D�U�W�L�Q�J �W�K�H �U�R�X�W�H�U�� �V�K�R�X�W�L�Q�J �D�W �\�R�X�U �5�D�W�P�D�W�H �W�R �V�W�R�S 

�
�V�W�H�D�O�L�Q�J �E�D�Q�G�Z�L�G�W�K���� �R�U �X�S�J�U�D�G�L�Q�J �\�R�X�U �G�H�Y�L�F�H �R�U �G�D�W�D �S�D�F�N�D�J�H��   

��	 �$�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H �R�Q �<�R�X�7�X�E�H�� �W�K�H �F�R�P�P�H�U�F�L�D�O �W�H�O�O�L�Q�J�O�\ �I�H�D�W�X�U�H�V �D �F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H �P�H�H�W�L�Q�J �R�I �I�R�X�U 

�V�X�L�W�H�G �H�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H�V �D�Q�G �R�Q�H �Z�R�P�D�Q�� �D�O�O �R�I �Z�K�R�P �D�U�H �Z�K�L�W�H�� �D�V �W�K�H�\ �H�Q�F�R�X�Q�W�H�U �D �V�H�U�L�H�V �R�I 

technological glitches while trying to use non-Zoom video services. See https://www.

�\�R�X�W�X�E�H���F�R�P���Z�D�W�F�K�"�W�L�P�H�B�F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H� �„�	�Y� �-�0�2�2�*�Š�U�: �7�3�J�	�I�H�D�W�X�U�H� �H�P�E�B�O�R�J�R��

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JMOOG7rWTPg&feature=emb_logo


The Waiting Room ����

The ways in which the unknown length of the encounter produces anxiety 

�D�Q�G �K�H�O�S�O�H�V�V�Q�H�V�V�� �D�O�R�Q�J�V�L�G�H �W�K�H �W�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�\ �W�R �U�H�F�D�V�W �V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�D�O �I�D�L�O�X�U�H �D�V �D 

�S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O �I�D�L�O�X�U�H�� �P�D�N�H �E�X�•�H�U�L�Q�J �D �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�Y�H �P�H�W�D�S�K�R�U �I�R�U �W�K�H �V�W�X�G�\ �R�I �W�K�H 

�F�R�U�R�Q�D�Y�L�U�X�V�� �W�K�H �S�D�W�K�R�J�H�Q �F�D�X�V�L�Q�J �&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ. This pathogen is not only con -

�W�D�J�L�R�X�V �D�Q�G �K�D�U�G �W�R �G�H�W�H�F�W�� �L�W �D�O�V�R �P�D�Q�L�I�H�V�W�V �L�W�V�H�O�I �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W�O�\ �L�Q �H�Y�H�U�\ �K�X�P�D�Q 

�E�R�G�\�� �D�V�\�P�S�W�R�P�D�W�L�F �S�D�W�L�H�Q�W�V �P�L�J�K�W �Q�H�Y�H�U �N�Q�R�Z �W�K�H�\ �F�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W�H�G �W�K�H �Y�L�U�X�V�� 

�Z�K�L�O�H �
�O�R�Q�J �K�D�X�O�H�U�V�� �V�X�•�H�U �I�U�R�P �D �Z�L�G�H �U�D�Q�J�H �R�I �G�H�E�L�O�L�W�D�W�L�Q�J �V�\�P�S�W�R�P�V �I�R�U 

�Z�H�H�N�V �R�U �H�Y�H�Q �P�R�Q�W�K�V ���<�R�Q�J �…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� 

�5�H�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J �R�Q �W�K�H �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �6�$�5�6 �D�Q�G �W�K�H �Q�H�Z �F�R�U�R�Q�D�Y�L�U�X�V�� The New 

York Times �H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�V �W�K�D�W�� �
�6�$�5�6 �&�O�D�V�V�L�F �V�H�W�W�O�H�G �T�X�L�F�N�O�\ �L�Q�W�R �K�X�P�D�Q �O�X�Q�J �F�H�O�O�V�� 

�F�D�X�V�L�Q�J �D �S�H�U�V�R�Q �W�R �F�R�X�J�K �E�X�W �D�O�V�R �D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�L�Q�J �L�W�V �S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H�� �–�Q �F�R�Q�W�U�D�V�W�� �L�W�V 

�V�X�F�F�H�V�V�R�U �W�H�Q�G�V �W�R �F�R�O�R�Q�L�]�H �4�U�V�W �W�K�H �Q�R�V�H �D�Q�G �W�K�U�R�D�W�� �V�R�P�H�W�L�P�H�V �F�D�X�V�L�Q�J �I�H�Z 

�L�Q�L�W�L�D�O �V�\�P�S�W�R�P�V�� �7�K�H �Y�L�U�X�V �U�H�S�O�L�F�D�W�H�V �T�X�L�H�W�O�\�� �D�Q�G �T�X�L�H�W�O�\ �V�S�U�H�D�G�V�� ��Burdick 

�…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� �&�R�P�E�L�Q�H�G �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H �U�H�O�D�W�L�Y�H�O�\ �K�L�J�K �S�H�U�F�H�Q�W�D�J�H �R�I �D�V�\�P�S�W�R�P�D�W�L�F �F�D�U�U�L�H�U�V�� 

this pattern enabled the global spread of the coronavirus.

�7�K�L�V �S�D�W�K�R�J�H�Q�L�F �E�X�•�H�U�L�Q�J���D�Q �L�Q�K�H�U�H�Q�W �G�H�O�D�\ �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �H�[�S�R�V�X�U�H �D�Q�G �W�U�D�F�H�D�E�O�H 

�V�\�P�S�W�R�P�V���W�X�U�Q�H�G �S�X�E�O�L�F �K�H�D�O�W�K �S�R�O�L�F�\ �L�Q�W�R �D �I�U�X�V�W�U�D�W�L�Q�J�� �F�R�V�W�O�\ �J�D�P�H �R�I 

�Z�D�L�W�L�Q�J�� �
�V�K�H�O�W�H�U�L�Q�J �L�Q �S�O�D�F�H�� �R�U �V�W�U�L�F�W�O�\ �L�P�S�R�V�H�G �O�R�F�N�G�R�Z�Q�V �F�D�Q �R�Q�O�\ �V�K�R�Z 

�U�H�V�X�O�W�V �D�I�W�H�U �W�Z�R �R�U �W�K�U�H�H �Z�H�H�N�V�� �
�V�X�S�H�U���V�S�U�H�D�G�H�U�V�� �F�R�X�O�G �R�Q�O�\ �E�H �G�H�W�H�F�W�H�G �D 

�Z�H�H�N �R�U �V�R �D�I�W�H�U �W�K�H �L�Q�L�W�L�D�O �H�Q�F�R�X�Q�W�H�U�� �–�Q �W�K�H �8�6�� �W�K�H �8�.�� �D�Q�G �P�D�Q�\ �R�W�K�H�U �F�R�X�Q-

�W�U�L�H�V�� �W�K�L�V �S�D�W�W�H�U�Q �R�I �G�H�O�D�\ �Z�D�V �Z�R�U�V�H�Q�H�G �E�\ �D �E�H�O�D�W�H�G �U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H �W�R �W�K�H �R�X�W-

�E�U�H�D�N�� �'�H�V�S�L�W�H �H�D�U�O�\ �Z�D�U�Q�L�Q�J �I�U�R�P �&�K�L�Q�D�� �Z�K�H�U�H �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �4�U�V�W �E�U�R�N�H�� �W�K�H 

�7�U�X�P�S �D�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q �I�D�L�O�H�G �W�R �R�U�G�H�U �D�Q�G �P�D�Q�X�I�D�F�W�X�U�H �Y�H�Q�W�L�O�D�W�R�U�V�� �S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�Y�H 

�J�H�D�U�� �R�U �W�H�V�W�L�Q�J �N�L�W�V��

�7�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �Q�H�F�H�V�V�L�W�D�W�H�V �Z�D�L�W�L�Q�J�� �I�R�U �Q�H�Z �J�X�L�G�H�O�L�Q�H�V�� �I�R�U �W�H�V�W�L�Q�J�� �I�R�U 

�
�U�H�R�S�H�Q�L�Q�J���� �0�X�F�K �O�L�N�H �E�X�•�H�U�L�Q�J�� �Z�K�R�V�H �X�E�L�T�X�L�W�\ �D�Q�G �X�Q�N�Q�R�Z�Q �O�H�Q�J�W�K 

�D�U�H �E�H�L�Q�J �G�H�Q�L�H�G �E�\ �X�V�L�Q�J �J�U�D�S�K�L�F �W�R�R�O�V �O�L�N�H �D �F�R�O�R�U�I�X�O �V�S�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J �Z�K�H�H�O�� �W�K�H 

deadliness of the virus was quickly reframed as data visualizations. These 

�
�5�D�W�W�H�Q�L�Q�J �W�K�H �F�X�U�Y�H�� �J�U�D�S�K�L�F�V �S�O�D�\�H�G �D �F�U�X�F�L�D�O �U�R�O�H �L�Q �F�R�Q�Y�L�Q�F�L�Q�J �P�L�O�O�L�R�Q�V �W�R 

�V�W�D�\ �D�W �K�R�P�H�� �$�Q�[�L�H�W�\ �L�Q�G�X�F�L�Q�J �D�V �W�K�H�\ �P�D�\ �E�H�� �W�K�H�\ �D�O�V�R �D�O�O�D�\ �R�X�U �I�H�D�U �E�\ 

transforming uncertainty into two familiar narratives: linear progression from 

�
�E�D�G�� �W�R �
�J�R�R�G���� �D�Q�G �D �W�K�U�H�H���D�F�W �V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H �F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�L�Q�J �R�I �R�X�W�E�U�H�D�N�� �S�H�D�N�� �D�Q�G 

decline.

We thus anticipate and deploy traditional narrative structures whereas the 

�S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F���V �S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V �K�D�V �D �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W�� �S�U�R�O�R�Q�J�H�G �V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�� �7�K�H �Y�L�U�X�V ���D�W �O�H�D�V�W 

�L�Q �W�K�H �H�D�U�O�\ �V�W�D�J�H�V�� �Z�D�V �V�H�H�Q �D�V �D �V�X�G�G�H�Q�� �X�Q�H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�H�G �E�U�H�D�N �I�U�R�P �U�H�D�O�L�W�\�� 

�I�R�U�F�L�Q�J �P�L�O�O�L�R�Q�V �W�R �D�V�N �Z�K�H�Q �F�D�Q �W�K�H�\ �4�Q�D�O�O�\ �
�U�H�W�X�U�Q �W�R �Q�R�U�P�D�O���� �–�W �Z�D�V �T�X�L�F�N�O�\ 

�U�H�F�D�V�W �D�V �D �G�L�J�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�� �D �R�Q�F�H���L�Q���D���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\ �H�Y�H�Q�W �W�K�D�W�� �R�Q�F�H �U�H�V�R�O�Y�H�G�� �Z�L�O�O �O�H�D�Y�H 

�Q�R �W�U�D�F�H�� �)�O�R�F�N�L�Q�J �W�R �V�W�U�H�D�P�L�Q�J �V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V�� �P�L�O�O�L�R�Q�V �Z�H�U�H �U�H���Z�D�W�F�K�L�Q�J �+�R�O�O�\�Z�R�R�G 

�S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �4�O�P�V �V�X�F�K �D�V �„�…���0�R�Q�N�H�\�V�����„�Œ�Œ�ˆ�� or ���&�R�Q�W�D�‘�L�R�Q�����…�ƒ�„�„���� �–�Q �O�L�H�X �R�I �K�D�S�S�\ 

�H�Q�G�L�Q�J�V�� �Y�L�H�Z�H�U�V �I�R�X�Q�G �V�R�O�D�F�H �L�Q �W�K�H�V�H �I�D�P�L�O�L�D�U �G�H�W�H�F�W�L�Y�H �V�W�R�U�L�H�V�� �Z�K�H�U�H �W�K�H 
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protagonists expose the chain of events leading to the deadly outbreaks. 

�:�K�H�Q �X�Q�F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�W�\ �U�H�L�J�Q�V�� �F�D�X�V�D�O�L�W�\ �L�V �D�Q �D�Q�W�L�G�R�W�H��     

�%�R�W�K �R�Q���G�H�P�D�Q�G �F�X�O�W�X�U�H �D�Q�G �G�D�W�D �Y�L�V�X�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q �K�H�O�S�H�G �E�H�O�L�W�W�O�H �W�K�H �R�Q�J�R�L�Q�J�� 

�G�H�Y�D�V�W�D�W�L�Q�J �W�R�O�O �R�I �&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ�� �1�H�Z �T�X�D�U�D�Q�W�L�Q�H���E�D�V�H�G �S�R�G�F�D�V�W�V�� �F�R�O�X�P�Q�V�� �D�Q�G 

�O�L�I�H�V�W�\�O�H �V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V �V�S�U�R�X�W�H�G �W�L�S�V �I�R�U �J�D�U�G�H�Q�L�Q�J�� �V�R�X�U�G�R�X�J�K �E�U�H�D�G �E�D�N�L�Q�J�� �K�R�P�H 

�V�F�K�R�R�O�L�Q�J�� �R�U �H�[�H�U�F�L�V�L�Q�J ���
�\�R�X�U �E�R�R�N�V �F�R�X�O�G �E�H �\�R�X�U �\�R�J�D �E�O�R�F�N�V���� �D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�V �D 

�V�X�V�S�L�F�L�R�X�V�O�\ �M�R�\�I�X�O �L�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�R�U �L�Q �D �4�W�Q�H�V�V �D�S�S���� 

�:�D�L�W�L�Q�J�� �K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�� �L�V �Q�H�Y�H�U �H�T�X�D�O�O�\ �G�L�V�S�H�U�V�H�G�� �–�Q �K�H�U �V�W�X�G�\ �R�I �
�W�H�P�S�R�U�D�O �L�Q�H-

�T�X�D�O�L�W�\���� �+�H�O�J�D �7�D�Z�L�O���6�R�X�U�L ���…�ƒ�„�Š�� �D�O�H�U�W�V �X�V �W�R �W�K�H �Z�D�\�V �L�Q �Z�K�L�F�K �Z�D�L�W�L�Q�J �X�Q�G�H�U 

�F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I �X�Q�F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�W�\ �F�D�Q �L�Q�Y�R�N�H �D�Q�[�L�H�W�\�� �G�H�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G �D �S�D�U�D�O�\�]�L�Q�J 

notion of precarity—the kind of emotional states needed to support existing 

�V�\�V�W�H�P�V �R�I �S�R�Z�H�U �D�Q�G �S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W �D�F�W�V �R�I �U�H�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�� �7�K�L�V �X�Q�F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�W�\�� �Z�K�L�F�K 

�E�X�•�H�U�L�Q�J �D�Q�G �&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ �K�D�Y�H �L�Q �F�R�P�P�R�Q�� �U�H�S�O�D�F�H�V �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O �U�D�J�H �Z�L�W�K �D �F�R�Q-

�V�W�D�Q�W �V�W�D�W�H �R�I �D�O�H�U�W�Q�H�V�V�� �–�I �Z�H���U�H �X�Q�V�X�U�H �Z�K�H�Q �D �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\�� �R�U �D �K�X�P�D�Q �E�R�G�\�� 

�P�L�J�K�W �F�R�O�O�D�S�V�H�� �Z�H �P�X�V�W �S�U�R�W�H�F�W �R�X�U�V�H�O�Y�H�V �E�\ �H�Q�G�O�H�V�V�O�\ �X�S�J�U�D�G�L�Q�J �E�R�W�K�� �$ 

�P�R�U�H �H�[�S�H�Q�V�L�Y�H �G�D�W�D �S�D�F�N�D�J�H�� �D �G�D�L�O�\ �F�D�S�V�X�O�H �R�I �Y�L�W�D�P�L�Q �&���Z�H �D�U�H �H�D�J�H�U �W�R 

solve problems caused by a series of structural failures by changing our own 

behavior.   

�–�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�D�O���/�D�W�H�Q�F�\

We might think about the anxiety-inducing pandemic time as the antithesis 

�R�I �R�Q���G�H�P�D�Q�G �F�X�O�W�X�U�H �D�Q�G �L�W�V �D�O�O�X�U�H �R�I �L�Q�V�W�D�Q�W �J�U�D�W�L�4�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �%�X�W �P�\ �J�R�D�O �L�V �W�R 

show that there is more in common between these temporalities than we 

might imagine.

�:�K�L�O�H �Z�H �Z�H�U�H �D�V�N�H�G �W�R �G�L�Y�L�G�H �W�K�H �Z�R�U�O�G �L�Q�W�R �
�K�R�P�H�� �D�Q�G �
�Q�R�Q���K�R�P�H���� �F�U�H�D�W�L�Q�J 

�
�L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q �E�X�E�E�O�H�V�� �D�Q�G �U�H�F�D�V�W�L�Q�J �W�K�H �S�X�E�O�L�F �V�S�K�H�U�H �D�V �S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O�O�\ �G�H�D�G�O�\�� �R�X�U 

tech-driven society has increasingly shifted online. The demand for remote 

work ignores the struggle of those who either have fallen sick or had to care 

for their loved ones. It also downplays the extent of the digital divide: limited 

�D�F�F�H�V�V �W�R �K�L�J�K���V�S�H�H�G �L�Q�W�H�U�Q�H�W�� �O�D�F�N �R�I �G�L�J�L�W�D�O �O�L�W�H�U�D�F�\�� �D�Q�G �L�Q�D�E�L�O�L�W�\ �W�R �S�D�\ �I�R�U 

�G�D�W�D �S�D�F�N�D�J�H�V �R�U �S�U�H�P�L�X�P �V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V�� �W�R �Q�D�P�H �E�X�W �I�H�Z �H�[�D�P�S�O�H�V��        

�0�X�F�K �O�L�N�H �L�W �H�[�S�R�V�H�G �W�K�H �I�U�D�J�L�O�L�W�\ �R�I �W�K�H �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q �K�H�D�O�W�K �V�\�V�W�H�P�� �W�K�H 

�F�R�U�R�Q�D�Y�L�U�X�V �K�D�V �S�X�W �W�K�H �L�G�H�D �R�I �V�H�D�P�O�H�V�V �L�Q�W�H�U�Q�H�W �W�R �W�K�H �W�H�V�W�� �–�Q �0�D�U�F�K �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� 

the European Union Commissioner Thierry Breton requested that streaming 

�S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�V �F�K�D�Q�J�H �W�K�H�L�U �G�H�I�D�X�O�W �V�H�W�W�L�Q�J �W�R �
�V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G �G�H�4�Q�L�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q �R�U�G�H�U �W�R �W�U�L�P 

�E�L�W�U�D�W�H�V�� �–�Q �U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�� �E�R�W�K �<�R�X�7�X�E�H �D�Q�G �1�H�W�5�L�[ �D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�G �W�K�D�W �W�K�H�\ �Z�R�X�O�G 

automatically adjust their systems to use less network capacity by switching 

�I�U�R�P �K�L�J�K �G�H�4�Q�L�W�L�R�Q �W�R �V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G �G�H�4�Q�L�W�L�R�Q��2

2	 �–�Q �0�D�U�F�K �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �1�H�W�5�L�[ �L�V�V�X�H�G �D �V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W �V�D�\�L�Q�J�� �
�)�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J �W�K�H �G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q�V �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q 

commissioner Thierry Breton and Reed Hastings—and given the extraordinary 
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�2�X�W�V�R�X�U�F�L�Q�J �W�K�L�V �U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\ �W�R �W�H�F�K �F�R�Q�J�O�R�P�H�U�D�W�H�V�� �K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�� �Z�D�V �Q�R�W 

�V�X�]�F�L�H�Q�W�� �–�Q �W�K�H �8�6�� �U�X�U�D�O �W�R�Z�Q�V �V�X�•�H�U�H�G �I�U�R�P �O�D�F�N �R�I �E�U�R�D�G�E�D�Q�G �W�K�D�W�� �D�P�L�G 

�W�K�H �V�S�U�H�D�G �R�I �W�K�H �Y�L�U�X�V�� �O�L�P�L�W�H�G �W�K�H�L�U �D�E�L�O�L�W�\ �W�R �U�H�P�D�L�Q �L�Q�I�R�U�P�H�G�� �(�Y�H�Q �W�H�F�K 

�Z�R�U�N�H�U�V �L�Q �X�U�E�D�Q �F�H�Q�W�H�U�V �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�G �P�R�U�H �E�X�•�H�U�L�Q�J�� �
�$�V �S�H�R�S�O�H �K�D�Y�H 

�K�X�Q�N�H�U�H�G �G�R�Z�Q �W�R �F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q �W�K�H �V�S�U�H�D�G �R�I �W�K�H �F�R�U�R�Q�D�Y�L�U�X�V�� �D�Y�H�U�D�J�H �L�Q�W�H�U�Q�H�W 

speeds all over the world have slowed. Some broadband providers are feeling 

�F�U�X�V�K�H�G �E�\ �W�K�H �K�H�D�Y�\ �W�U�D�]�F�� �$�Q�G �G�D�W�H�G �L�Q�W�H�U�Q�H�W �H�T�X�L�S�P�H�Q�W �F�D�Q �F�U�H�D�W�H �D �E�R�W-

�W�O�H�Q�H�F�N �I�R�U �R�X�U �V�S�H�H�G�V���� �U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G The New York Times ���&�K�H�Q �…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� �:�L�W�K �W�K�H 

�V�K�L�I�W �W�R �W�H�O�H�K�H�D�O�W�K �V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V�� �E�X�•�H�U�L�Q�J �D�Q�G �G�L�V�F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V �H�[�D�F�H�U�E�D�W�H �I�H�H�O�L�Q�J�V 

�R�I �L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q �D�Q�G�� �Z�R�U�V�H �V�W�L�O�O�� �P�L�J�K�W �G�H�O�D�\ �P�H�G�L�F�D�O �W�U�H�D�W�P�H�Q�W �Z�K�H�Q �S�D�W�L�H�Q�W�V �D�U�H 

�X�Q�D�E�O�H �W�R �H�•�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\ �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�H �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H�L�U �U�H�P�R�W�H �S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�U�V��

�(�Y�H�Q �Z�L�W�K �D�F�F�H�V�V �W�R �K�L�J�K���V�S�H�H�G �L�Q�W�H�U�Q�H�W�� �W�K�H �I�D�Q�W�D�V�\ �R�I �R�Q�O�L�Q�H �O�L�I�H �G�H�Q�L�H�V 
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crucial to understand the infrastructural and emotional latencies it exposes.

�5�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V

�$�O�H�[�D�Q�G�H�U�� �1�H�W�D�� �…�ƒ�„�Š�� �
�5�D�J�H �D�J�D�L�Q�V�W �W�K�H �0�D�F�K�L�Q�H�� �%�X�•�H�U�L�Q�J�� �1�R�L�V�H�� �D�Q�G �3�H�U�S�H�W�X�D�O �$�Q�[�L�H�W�\ �L�Q �W�K�H 

�$�J�H �R�I �&�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�H�G �9�L�H�Z�L�Q�J���� Cinema Journal �ˆ�‰�� �„���…�‡��

�%�D�Q�Q�H�U�P�D�Q�� �1�D�W�D�O�L�H�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �
�1�H�W�5�L�[ �D�Q�G �<�R�X�7�X�E�H �G�R�Z�Q�J�U�D�G�H �G�X�H �W�R �&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ���� Capacity�� 

�0�D�U�F�K �…�ƒ�� �$�F�F�H�V�V�H�G �-�X�Q�H �„�ˆ�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���F�D�S�D�F�L�W�\�P�H�G�L�D���F�R�P���$�U�W�L�F�O�H�V���†�‹�…�ˆ�„�†�Œ��

�Q�H�W�5�L�[���D�Q�G���\�R�X�W�X�E�H���G�R�Z�Q�J�U�D�G�H���G�X�H���W�R���F�R�Y�L�G���„�Œ��

�%�R�X�U�G�L�H�X�� �3�L�H�U�U�H�� �…�ƒ�ƒ�ƒ�� Pascalian Meditations�� �7�U�D�Q�V�O�D�W�H�G �E�\ �5�L�F�K�D�U�G �1�L�F�H�� �6�W�D�Q�I�R�U�G�� �&�$�� �6�W�D�Q�I�R�U�G 

University Press.

https://www.capacitymedia.com/Articles/3825139/netflix-and-youtube-downgrade-due-to-covid-19


The Waiting Room ����

�%�X�U�G�L�F�N�� �$�O�D�Q�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �
�0�R�Q�V�W�H�U �R�U �0�D�F�K�L�Q�H�" �$ �3�U�R�4�O�H �R�I �W�K�H �&�R�U�R�Q�D�Y�L�U�X�V �D�W �‰ �0�R�Q�W�K�V���� The New 

York Times�� �-�X�Q�H �…�� �$�F�F�H�V�V�H�G �-�X�Q�H �„�ƒ�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �K�W�W�S�V�������Q�\�W�L���P�V���…�]�:�X�V�T�9�� 

�&�K�H�Q�� �%�U�L�D�Q �;��  �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �
�(�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J �<�R�X �1�H�H�G �W�R �.�Q�R�Z �$�E�R�X�W �6�O�R�Z �–�Q�W�H�U�Q�H�W �6�S�H�H�G�V���� The New York 

Times�� �0�D�\ �…�ƒ�� �$�F�F�H�V�V�H�G �-�X�Q�H �„�ƒ�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �K�W�W�S�V�������Q�\�W�L���P�V���†�I�3�F�'�=�=�� 

�)�D�U�P�D�Q�� �-�D�V�R�Q�� �…�ƒ�„�‹�� Delayed Response: The Art of Waiting from the Ancient to the Instant World. 

�1�H�Z �+�D�Y�H�Q�� �&�7�� �<�D�O�H �8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\ �3�U�H�V�V��
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Bloomsbury Publishing.
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�0�D�O�W�H���+�D�J�H�Q�H�U

�7�K�H���D�U�W�L�F�O�H���O�R�R�N�V���D�W���W�K�H���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���R�I���W�K�H���X�V�H���R�I���V�S�O�L�W��

�V�F�U�H�H�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���F�L�Q�H�P�D���L�Q���R�U�G�H�U���W�R���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���D���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O��

�S�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H���W�R���W�K�H���S�U�R�O�L�I�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���Y�L�G�H�R�F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�L�Q�J��

�V�R�I�W�Z�D�U�H���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ���S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F�����–�W���D�U�J�X�H�V��

�W�K�D�W���W�K�H���V�S�H�F�L�4�F���F�R�Q�4�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���Y�L�G�H�R�F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H��

�R�Z�H�V���P�X�F�K���W�R���O�D�U�J�H�U���W�U�D�Q�V�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���P�H�G�L�D��

�H�F�R�O�R�J�\���W�R�Z�D�U�G�V���P�R�G�X�O�D�U�L�W�\�����5�H�[�L�E�L�O�L�W�\�����U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�W�\����

�D�Q�G���U�H�D�O���W�L�P�H���I�H�H�G�E�D�F�N��

 

�=�R�R�P�� �-�L�W�V�L�� �*�R�R�J�O�H �0�H�H�W�� �:�H�E�(�[�� �6�N�\�S�H�� �0�L�F�U�R�V�R�I�W �7�H�D�P�V�� �%�L�J�%�O�X�H�%�X�W�W�R�Q�� 

�)�D�F�H�7�L�P�H�� �'�)�1�F�R�Q�I���W�K�H �Y�L�G�H�R�F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�L�Q�J �W�R�R�O�V �W�K�D�W �Z�H �K�D�Y�H �O�H�D�U�Q�W �W�R �X�V�H 

�L�Q �W�K�H �W�L�P�H�V �R�I �W�K�H �&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �D�U�H �Q�X�P�H�U�R�X�V�� �D�Q�G �W�K�H�L�U �F�O�X�V�W�H�U���O�L�N�H 

�D�S�S�H�D�U�D�Q�F�H �L�V �R�I�W�H�Q �V�H�H�Q �D�V �S�U�R�R�I �R�I �W�K�H�L�U �Q�R�Y�H�O�W�\�� �%�X�W �D�V �4�O�P �K�L�V�W�R�U�\ �D�Q�G 

�P�H�G�L�D �D�U�F�K�D�H�R�O�R�J�\ �K�D�V �W�D�X�J�K�W �X�V �L�Q�F�H�V�V�D�Q�W�O�\�� �V�X�F�K �L�G�H�D�V �R�I �L�Q�Q�R�Y�D�W�L�R�Q �D�Q�G 

newness have to be taken with a grain of salt. This is also the case when we 

�W�K�L�Q�N �D�E�R�X�W �W�K�H �Y�L�G�H�R�F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�� �Z�K�L�F�K �X�V�X�D�O�O�\ �F�R�P�H�V �L�Q �W�K�H �J�U�D�S�K�L�F�D�O �F�R�Q-

�4�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �W�K�H �F�R���S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H �R�I �W�D�O�N�L�Q�J �K�H�D�G�V �L�Q �R�Q�H �O�D�U�J�H�U �I�U�D�P�H�� �)�L�O�P���D�Q�G 

�R�W�K�H�U ���D�X�G�L�R�����Y�L�V�X�D�O �P�H�G�L�D���K�D�Y�H �D �O�R�Q�J �K�L�V�W�R�U�\ �R�I �L�P�D�J�L�Q�L�Q�J�� �G�H�S�L�F�W�L�Q�J�� 

�Q�H�J�R�W�L�D�W�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G �S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�L�Q�J �W�K�L�V �G�L�V�S�R�V�L�W�L�I�� �Z�K�L�F�K �K�D�V �E�H�H�Q �J�L�Y�H�Q �D �O�R�W �R�I 

�Q�D�P�H�V�� �Y�L�G�H�R �F�D�O�O�� �L�P�D�J�H �W�H�O�H�S�K�R�Q�\�� �Y�L�V�X�D�O �W�H�O�H�J�U�D�S�K���� Casting a glance back 

��	 �)�R�U �W�K�L�V �U�L�F�K �S�U�H�K�L�V�W�R�U�\ �V�H�H �8�U�L�F�F�K�L�R �…�ƒ�ƒ�‡��



���� Pandemic Media

�D�W �Z�D�\�V �L�Q �Z�K�L�F�K �4�O�P�V �K�D�Y�H �G�H�S�L�F�W�H�G �W�K�L�V �F�R�Q�4�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �– �D�P �F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�H�G �L�Q �W�K�L�V 

essay with what we can learn from the cinema as an institution in which the 

social imaginary of this technology is presented.

�$�U�F�K�D�H�R�O�R�J�\���R�I���W�K�H���'�L�Y�L�G�H�G���D�Q�G���0�R�E�L�O�H���6�F�U�H�H�Q

�–�P�D�J�H�V �W�K�D�W �V�K�R�Z �R�W�K�H�U �L�P�D�J�H�V �Z�L�W�K�L�Q �D �G�H�S�L�F�W�H�G �V�S�D�F�H�� �I�U�D�P�H�V �W�K�D�W �F�R�Q-

�W�D�L�Q �R�W�K�H�U �I�U�D�P�H�V �D�U�H �Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J �Q�H�Z�� �<�H�W �D�J�D�L�Q�� �L�I �Z�H �I�R�O�O�R�Z �D�U�W �K�L�V�W�R�U�L�D�Q �9�L�F�W�R�U 

�6�W�R�L�F�K�L�W�D ���„�Œ�Œ�Š�� �Z�H �K�D�Y�H �D �O�H�D�G �W�K�D�W �K�H�O�S�V �X�V �X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G �W�K�H �V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q �Z�H �D�U�H 

facing. Stoichita has argued that the tableau is a relatively recent invention 

�W�K�D�W �F�D�P�H �D�E�R�X�W �L�Q �W�K�H �V�H�Y�H�Q�W�H�H�Q�W�K �F�H�Q�W�X�U�\�� �E�H�I�R�U�H �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H �L�P�D�J�H �Z�D�V 

�E�R�X�Q�G �W�R �O�L�W�X�U�J�L�F�D�O �V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q�V �D�Q�G �W�R �V�S�H�F�L�4�F�� �4�[�H�G �V�L�W�H�V �R�I �H�[�K�L�E�L�W�L�R�Q �V�X�F�K �D�V 

�F�K�X�U�F�K�H�V�� �:�K�H�Q �W�K�H �S�D�L�Q�W�L�Q�J �E�H�F�D�P�H �D�X�W�R�Q�R�P�R�X�V �D�Q�G �P�R�E�L�O�H�� �W�K�H �L�P�D�J�H 

�L�W�V�H�O�I �U�H�D�F�W�H�G �Z�L�W�K �D �G�L�V�F�R�X�U�V�H �D�E�R�X�W �W�K�L�V �S�U�R�F�H�V�V �Z�K�L�F�K �U�H�5�H�[�L�Y�H�O�\ �F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�G 

�W�R �D �F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O �D�Q�G �V�R�F�L�D�O �V�H�O�I���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�L�Q�J�� �7�K�H �L�P�D�J�H�� �V�R �W�R �V�S�H�D�N�� �D�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\ �F�R�Q-

tributed to a theorization of its own function and ontology.

�:�L�W�K �P�R�Y�L�Q�J �L�P�D�J�H�V�� �Z�H �P�L�J�K�W �E�H �V�H�H�L�Q�J �D �V�L�P�L�O�D�U �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W �D�W �W�K�H 

�P�R�P�H�Q�W�� �)�R�U �W�K�H �O�R�Q�J�H�V�W �W�L�P�H�� �W�K�H�\ �Z�H�U�H �W�R �E�H �V�H�H�Q �L�Q �V�S�H�F�L�4�F �V�S�D�F�H�V 

�D�Q�G �F�L�U�F�X�P�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V �O�L�N�H �W�K�H �F�L�Q�H�P�D �K�D�O�O �R�U �W�K�H�\ �Z�H�U�H �F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�H�G �W�R �V�S�H�F�L�4�F 

�G�H�Y�L�F�H�V �O�L�N�H �W�K�H �W�H�O�H�Y�L�V�L�R�Q �V�H�W�� �Z�K�L�F�K �X�V�H�G �W�R �E�H �D �O�D�U�J�H �D�Q�G �L�P�P�R�E�L�O�H �S�L�H�F�H 

of furniture. 2 �:�L�W�K �W�K�H �P�R�E�L�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �W�K�H �F�R�P�S�X�W�H�U�� �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H �S�U�R�O�L�I�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I 

�K�D�Q�G���K�H�O�G �G�H�Y�L�F�H�V �V�X�F�K �D�V �W�K�H �V�P�D�U�W �S�K�R�Q�H �D�Q�G �W�K�H �W�D�E�O�H�W�� �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H �X�E�L�T�X�L�W�\ 

�R�I �V�F�U�H�H�Q�V �D�Q�G �W�H�U�P�L�Q�D�O�V �L�Q �S�X�E�O�L�F �V�S�D�F�H�� �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H �D�Q�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �K�R�O�R�J�U�D�P�V 

�D�Q�G �G�D�W�D �J�O�D�V�V�H�V�� �Z�H �O�L�Y�H �L�Q �D �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W �H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W �F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�L�]�H�G �E�\ �L�P�D�J�H�V 

�W�K�D�W �E�H�K�D�Y�H �Y�H�U�\ �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W�O�\ �I�U�R�P �W�K�H �V�W�D�W�L�F �D�U�U�D�Q�J�H�P�H�Q�W�V �W�K�D�W �6�W�R�L�F�K�L�W�D �Z�D�V 

dealing with. The image has become autonomous and it has proliferated in 

ways that were unthinkable in the twentieth century.

�6�S�O�L�W���6�F�U�H�H�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���&�L�Q�H�P�D

�7�K�H �X�V�H �R�I �V�S�O�L�W �V�F�U�H�H�Q �L�Q �W�K�H �F�L�Q�H�P�D �L�V �P�R�U�H �W�K�D�Q �D �P�H�U�H �W�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O �J�L�P�P�L�F�N�� 

it often shows how new technological developments have shaped our lives. 

Split screens in the cinema have typically been used to illustrate mediality—

�W�K�H �W�U�D�Q�V�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q �R�I �V�L�J�Q�D�O�V �R�Y�H�U �W�L�P�H �D�Q�G �V�S�D�F�H�� �&�R�Q�V�H�T�X�H�Q�W�O�\�� �W�K�H �G�H�Y�L�F�H 

has been employed to present media innovations that were new at the time. 

�7�K�H �W�H�O�H�S�K�R�Q�H �F�R�Q�Y�H�U�V�D�W�L�R�Q�� �W�K�H �O�L�Y�H �W�U�D�Q�V�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q �R�I �L�P�D�J�H�V �R�Q �W�H�O�H�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�� 

and later the decentralized direct transfer of data through digital networks 

were key domains for the use of split screen. The cinema—with its aesthetic 

�P�H�D�Q�V �O�L�N�H �P�L�V�H���H�Q���V�F�ª�Q�H�� �H�G�L�W�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G �V�R�X�Q�G �G�H�V�L�J�Q���U�H�5�H�F�W�V �W�K�H �Z�R�U�O�G �Z�H 

�L�Q�K�D�E�L�W�� �Z�K�L�F�K �L�V �E�\ �Q�R�Z �W�K�R�U�R�X�J�K�O�\ �V�D�W�X�U�D�W�H�G �Z�L�W�K �P�H�G�L�D�� �7�K�H �V�S�O�L�W �V�F�U�H�H�Q �K�D�V 

��	 �2�Q �W�K�H �L�Q�W�H�U�V�H�F�W�L�R�Q �R�I �L�Q�W�H�U�L�R�U �G�H�V�L�J�Q �D�Q�G �W�K�H �W�H�O�H�Y�L�V�L�R�Q �D�S�S�D�U�D�W�X�V �V�H�H �0�F�&�D�U�W�K�\ �…�ƒ�ƒ�„ 

�D�Q�G �6�S�L�J�H�O �…�ƒ�ƒ�‹��



Divided, Together, Apart ����

�D �V�S�H�F�L�4�F �J�U�D�S�K�L�F�D�O �F�R�P�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q �W�K�D�W �S�U�H�G�H�V�W�L�Q�H�V �L�W �I�R�U �W�K�H �G�L�V�S�O�D�\ �R�I �P�H�G�L�D�O�L�W�\�� 

�–�W �V�K�R�Z�V �W�Z�R ���R�U �P�R�U�H�� �V�S�D�F�H�V �W�K�D�W �D�U�H �Y�L�V�L�E�O�\ �G�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W�� �\�H�W �S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G �L�Q �G�L�U�H�F�W 

�S�U�R�[�L�P�L�W�\ �Z�L�W�K�L�Q �W�K�H �L�P�D�J�H�� �–�W �W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H �P�L�U�U�R�U�V �W�K�H �S�D�U�D�G�R�[�L�F�D�O �F�R�Q�4�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q 

so typical of media: (spatial or temporal) distance is overcome through 

�W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O �P�H�D�Q�V�� �U�H�V�X�O�W�L�Q�J �L�Q �Y�L�V�X�D�O �D�Q�G���R�U �D�X�U�D�O �F�O�R�V�H�Q�H�V�V �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H �V�X�S-

pression of other sense perceptions.

�–�Q �W�K�H �H�D�U�O�\ �\�H�D�U�V �R�I �W�K�H �F�L�Q�H�P�D�W�R�J�U�D�S�K�� �D�O�O �R�I �F�L�Q�H�P�D �Z�D�V �D �V�S�H�F�L�D�O �H�•�H�F�W�� 

so synthetic images like the split screen were much more common than 

�W�K�H�\ �Z�R�X�O�G �O�D�W�H�U �E�H�F�R�P�H�� �7�K�H �D�V�V�X�P�S�W�L�R�Q �W�K�D�W �D �4�O�P �L�P�D�J�H �Z�R�X�O�G �V�K�R�Z �D 

seamless and navigable space in which human characters took physically 

�S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H �D�F�W�L�R�Q�V �Z�D�V �Q�R�W �\�H�W �W�K�H �X�Q�G�L�V�S�X�W�H�G �V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�� �D�V �L�W �Z�R�X�O�G �E�H�F�R�P�H 

�L�Q �W�K�H �F�O�D�V�V�L�F�D�O �S�D�U�D�G�L�J�P�� �–�Q �H�D�U�O�\ �F�L�Q�H�P�D�� �W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H�� �4�O�P�V �Z�R�X�O�G �E�O�H�Q�G 

imaginary with real places and form complex arrangements of overlapping 

�D�Q�G �P�R�U�S�K�L�Q�J �V�S�D�F�H�V�� �$ �J�R�R�G �F�D�V�H �W�R �V�W�X�G�\ �W�K�H �H�•�H�F�W�V �R�I �Q�R�U�P�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q �L�V 

�/�R�L�V �:�H�E�H�U���V �4�O�P Suspense ���8�6 �„�Œ�„�†���� �E�D�V�H�G �R�Q �W�K�H �V�D�P�H �V�R�X�U�F�H �P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O �D�V 

�'���:�� �*�U�L�]�W�K���V The Loney Villa ���8�6 �„�Œ�„�ƒ���� �D �P�H�O�R�G�U�D�P�D�W�L�F �V�W�R�U�\ �R�I �D �K�R�X�V�H�Z�L�I�H 

�D�Q�G �K�H�U �W�R�G�G�O�H�U �W�U�D�S�S�H�G �L�Q �W�K�H�L�U �K�R�X�V�H�� �Z�K�L�O�H �D �E�X�U�J�O�D�U �V�W�D�O�N�V �W�K�H �S�U�H�P�L�V�H�V 

and the husband listens in via the telephone. Whereas Weber uses a split 

�V�F�U�H�H�Q �W�R �S�U�H�V�H�Q�W �W�K�H �V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q ���4�J�� �„���� �*�U�L�]�W�K �R�S�W�V �I�R�U �K�L�V �V�L�J�Q�D�W�X�U�H �S�D�U�D�O�O�H�O 

�H�G�L�W�L�Q�J�� �7�R�P �*�X�Q�Q�L�Q�J �K�D�V �V�K�R�Z�Q �K�R�Z �*�U�L�]�W�K �E�X�L�O�G�V �P�R�U�H �W�H�Q�V�L�R�Q �W�K�U�R�X�J�K 

the simultaneously retarding and accelerating movement of parallel editing 

���*�X�Q�Q�L�Q�J �„�Œ�Œ�„���� �:�K�L�O�H �R�Q�H �P�L�J�K�W �W�K�L�Q�N �W�K�D�W �W�K�H �S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �V�L�P�X�O�W�D�Q�H�R�X�V 

�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V �L�Q �R�Q�H �I�U�D�P�H �D�W �W�K�H �V�D�P�H �W�L�P�H �L�V �P�R�U�H �H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F�D�O�� �L�W �L�V �L�Q �I�D�F�W �W�K�H 

�F�R�Q�F�H�Q�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q �R�Q �V�S�H�F�L�4�F �D�V�S�H�F�W�� �D�V �Z�H�O�O �D�V �W�K�H �D�F�F�H�O�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q �S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H �W�K�U�R�X�J�K 

editing that proved to provide the model for decades to come. The split screen 

�E�H�F�D�P�H �D�Q �H�[�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q �W�K�D�W �Z�D�V �P�D�L�Q�O�\ �X�V�H�G �D�V �D�Q �
�L�Q�Y�L�V�L�E�O�H �H�•�H�F�W���� �D�V �L�Q A 

Stolen Life ���8�6 �„�Œ�‡�‹�� �&�X�U�W�L�V �%�H�U�Q�K�D�U�G�W�� �R�U The Parent Trap ���8�6 �„�Œ�‰�„�� �'�D�Y�L�G �6�Z�L�I�W�� 

�L�Q �Z�K�L�F�K �W�K�H �P�D�L�Q �D�F�W�U�H�V�V �S�O�D�\�V �D �G�R�X�E�O�H �U�R�O�H�� �P�D�V�N�H�G �E�\ �O�L�Q�H�V �W�K�D�W �D�U�H �P�D�G�H 

invisible through décor and lighting.

�>�)�L�J�X�U�H �‚�@ Suspense ���8�6 �‚���‚���� �/�R�L�V �:�H�E�H�U��



���� Pandemic Media

�–�Q �W�K�H �F�O�D�V�V�L�F�D�O �S�D�U�D�G�L�J�P�� �W�K�H �V�S�O�L�W �V�F�U�H�H�Q �Z�H�Q�W �X�Q�G�H�U�J�U�R�X�Q�G�� �R�Q�O�\ �W�R �U�H�H�P�H�U�J�H 

�D�W �W�K�H �W�D�L�O �H�Q�G �R�I �F�O�D�V�V�L�F�L�V�P �L�Q �F�R�P�H�G�L�H�V �D�Q�G �W�K�U�L�O�O�H�U�V�� �$ �Q�X�P�E�H�U �R�I �4�O�P�V �I�U�R�P 

�W�K�H �O�D�W�H �„�Œ�ˆ�ƒ�V �R�Q�Z�D�U�G�V �V�K�R�Z �D �J�U�H�D�W �L�Q�Q�R�Y�D�W�L�Y�H �H�Q�H�U�J�\ �D�Q�G �D �M�R�\ �L�Q �W�U�\�L�Q�J �R�X�W 

�Q�H�Z �W�H�F�K�Q�L�T�X�H�V �D�Q�G �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�H�V�� �$�W �W�K�H �V�D�P�H �W�L�P�H�� �W�K�H�\ �L�Q�Y�L�W�H �W�K�H �D�X�G�L�H�Q�F�H 

�Q�R�W �M�X�V�W �W�R �P�R�X�U�Q �W�K�H �V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q �R�U �S�D�V�V�L�Y�H�O�\ �O�H�D�Q �E�D�F�N�� �E�X�W �W�K�H�\ �G�H�P�R�Q-

�V�W�U�D�W�H �Z�D�\�V �W�R �E�H�F�R�P�H �F�U�H�D�W�L�Y�H �Z�L�W�K �Q�H�Z �P�H�G�L�D �F�R�Q�4�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �–�Q �W�K�H �O�D�W�H 

�F�O�D�V�V�L�F�D�O �S�H�U�L�R�G�� �W�K�H�U�H �D�U�H �4�O�P�V �W�K�D�W �V�X�J�J�H�V�W �W�K�D�W �W�K�H �V�S�O�L�W �V�F�U�H�H�Q �L�V �V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J 

temporary that needs to be overcome and left behind in favor of a shared 

physical and haptic space. The comedy Pillow Talk ���8�6 �„�Œ�ˆ�Œ�� �0�L�F�K�D�H�O �*�R�U�G�R�Q�� 

�V�W�D�U�W�V �R�• �Z�L�W�K �P�D�Q�\ �V�F�H�Q�H�V �X�V�L�Q�J �W�K�H �G�H�Y�L�F�H�� �E�X�W �D�V �W�K�H �4�O�P �J�R�H�V �R�Q���D�Q�G �W�K�H 

couple played by Doris Day and Rock Hudson increasingly occupies the same 

�S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O �V�S�D�F�H���W�K�H �V�S�O�L�W �V�F�U�H�H�Q �L�V �X�V�H�G �S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V�L�Y�H�O�\ �O�H�V�V�� �7�K�H �O�D�V�W �†�ƒ �P�L�Q�X�W�H�V 

�R�I �W�K�H �4�O�P �V�K�R�Z �W�K�H �W�Z�R �S�U�R�W�D�J�R�Q�L�V�W�V �F�R�Q�V�W�D�Q�W�O�\ �L�Q �W�K�H �V�D�P�H �U�R�R�P�� �P�D�N�L�Q�J 

�W�K�H �W�H�F�K�Q�L�T�X�H �V�X�S�H�U�5�X�R�X�V�� �–�Q �I�D�F�W�� �R�Q�H �V�F�H�Q�H �V�K�R�Z�V �D�Q �L�P�D�J�L�Q�D�U�\ �W�R�X�F�K 

across the split screen in a kind of literalization of the dividing line between 

�W�K�H �W�Z�R �L�P�D�J�H�V���D�V �W�K�H �I�H�H�W �D�U�H �L�Q �Y�L�V�X�D�O �S�U�R�[�L�P�L�W�\�� �W�K�H�\ �D�S�S�H�D�U �W�R �E�H �W�R�X�F�K�L�Q�J 

�H�D�F�K �R�W�K�H�U �D�Q�G �U�H�D�F�W �D�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J�O�\ ���4�J�� �…���� �Z�K�H�U�H�D�V �L�Q �I�D�F�W �W�K�L�V �K�D�S�W�L�F �F�R�Q�W�D�F�W �L�V 

�E�X�W �D�Q �H�S�L�S�K�H�Q�R�P�H�Q�R�Q �R�I �W�K�H �Y�L�V�X�D�O �F�R�Q�4�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q��

�7�K�L�V �M�R�N�H �Z�R�U�N�V �R�Q �D �G�R�X�E�O�H �O�H�Y�H�O�� �R�Q �W�K�H �R�Q�H �K�D�Q�G�� �W�K�H �J�U�D�S�K�L�F�D�O �F�R�P�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q 

�S�O�D�\�V �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H �I�D�F�W �W�K�D�W �Z�H �V�H�H �W�K�H �W�Z�R �V�S�D�F�H�V �D�V �D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W �R�Q �W�K�H �V�F�U�H�H�Q�� �H�Y�H�Q 

though we know they cannot be so close that their feet could really touch. Our 

�S�H�U�F�H�S�W�X�D�O �D�Q�G �H�S�L�V�W�H�P�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O �U�H�J�L�V�W�H�U�V �S�U�R�F�H�V�V �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W�O�\ �D�Q�G �W�K�H�\ �U�H�P�D�L�Q 

�L�Q �W�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�� �2�Q �W�K�H �R�W�K�H�U �K�D�Q�G�� �L�W �H�Y�R�N�H�V �W�K�H �N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H �R�I �W�K�H �V�S�H�F�W�D�W�R�U �W�K�D�W 

censorship practices did not allow a tame Hollywood mainstream comedy 

�W�R �V�K�R�Z �W�K�H �W�Z�R ���D�V �R�I �\�H�W�� �X�Q�P�D�U�U�L�H�G�� �S�U�R�W�D�J�R�Q�L�V�W�V �Z�L�W�K�R�X�W �F�O�R�W�K�H�V �L�Q �W�K�H 

�V�D�P�H �E�D�W�K�W�X�E ���+�D�J�H�Q�H�U �…�ƒ�ƒ�‹���� �7�K�H �P�L�Q�G �F�D�Q �S�U�R�F�H�V�V �W�K�L�V �V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�D�O �D�P�E�L�J�X�L�W�\ 

�E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �S�U�R�[�L�P�L�W�\ �D�Q�G �G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �D�E�V�H�Q�F�H �D�Q�G �S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H �W�K�D�W �L�V �W�K�H 

hallmark of mediality.

�>�)�L�J�X�U�H ���@ Pillow Talk ���8�6 �‚�������� �0�L�F�K�D�H�O �*�R�U�G�R�Q��



Divided, Together, Apart ����

�0�R�G�X�O�D�U���$�H�V�W�K�H�W�L�F�V

�–�I �W�K�H �V�S�O�L�W �V�F�U�H�H�Q �G�L�V�F�X�V�V�H�G �V�R �I�D�U �K�D�V �E�H�H�Q �E�R�X�Q�G �X�S �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H �4�[�H�G���V�L�W�H �L�P�D�J�H 

���L�Q �W�K�H �F�L�Q�H�P�D�� �R�Q �W�K�H �W�H�O�H�Y�L�V�L�R�Q �V�H�W���� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W �V�L�Q�F�H �W�K�H �O�D�W�H �W�Z�H�Q�W�L�H�W�K 

century has put the moving image in motion. Whereas before it was either 

�W�K�H �V�S�H�F�W�D�W�R�U�V �W�K�D�W �P�R�Y�H�G ���D�V �W�R�X�U�L�V�W�V�� �S�D�V�V�H�Q�J�H�U�V�� �D�W�W�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q �Y�L�V�L�W�R�U�V�� �R�U �W�K�H 

�L�P�D�J�H�V �W�K�D�W �V�K�R�Z�H�G �P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W ���V�H�H �)�U�L�H�G�E�H�U�J �„�Œ�Œ�†���� �Q�R�Z �E�R�W�K �K�D�Y�H �E�H�H�Q �S�X�W 

into motion. Following Stoichita we could claim that today’s multiplied frames 

�Z�L�W�K�L�Q �I�U�D�P�H�V �F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H �W�R �D �G�L�V�F�R�X�U�V�H �W�K�D�W �U�H�5�H�F�W�V �R�Q �W�K�H �S�U�R�O�L�I�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �P�L�Q�L-

�D�W�X�U�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �P�R�E�L�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G �P�R�G�X�O�D�U�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �Y�L�V�X�D�O�L�W�\��

�)�R�U �U�R�X�J�K�O�\ �…�ƒ �W�R �†�ƒ �\�H�D�U�V �W�K�H�Q�� �Z�H �K�D�Y�H �F�R�P�H �W�R �X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G �L�P�D�J�H�V �D�V 

�5�H�[�L�E�O�H�� �:�H �D�U�H �Q�R �O�R�Q�J�H�U �D�Q �H�[�W�H�U�Q�D�O �R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�U �R�I �L�P�D�J�H�V �W�K�D�W �D�U�H �Z�D�W�F�K�H�G 

from a distance as in Renaissance one-point perspective. What is typical of 

�R�X�U �V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q �L�V �W�K�D�W �W�K�H �L�P�D�J�H �L�V �Q�R �O�R�Q�J�H�U �D�E�V�R�O�X�W�H�O�\ �4�[�H�G �D�Q�G �V�W�D�E�O�H �L�Q �L�W�V 

�D�H�V�W�K�H�W�L�F �F�R�P�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q �L�W�V �X�V�H �D�Q�G �F�R�Q�W�H�[�W�� �R�U �H�Y�H�Q �L�Q �L�W�V �P�D�Q�Q�H�U�V �R�I �F�L�U�F�X�O�D-

�W�L�R�Q�� �–�P�D�J�H�V �D�U�H �V�W�D�E�O�H �Q�H�L�W�K�H�U �L�Q �W�K�H�L�U �I�R�U�P �Q�R�U �L�Q �W�K�H�L�U �O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �V�R�P�H�R�Q�H 

�H�O�V�H �P�L�J�K�W �K�D�Y�H �S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G �D�Q �L�P�D�J�H�� �E�X�W �V�W�L�O�O �Z�H �F�D�Q �L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W �Z�L�W�K �L�W �L�Q �U�H�D�O 

�W�L�P�H�� �P�R�G�L�I�\ �L�W �D�Q�G �S�D�V�V �L�W �D�O�R�Q�J�� �0�L�N�H �)�L�J�J�L�V���V Timecode ���8�6 �„�Œ�Œ�Œ�� �Z�D�V �R�Q�H �R�I 

�W�K�H �4�U�V�W �4�O�P�V �W�R �D�G�G�U�H�V�V �W�K�H �V�L�P�X�O�W�D�Q�H�L�W�\ �D�Q�G �F�R�P�S�O�H�[ �O�D�\�H�U�L�Q�J �R�I �D�F�W�L�R�Q�V 

in real time. Today’s images are modular: we can use the text chat while in a 

�Y�L�G�H�R�F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�� �R�S�H�Q �D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O �Z�L�Q�G�R�Z�V �D�Q�G �V�K�R�Z �W�K�H�P �W�R �R�W�K�H�U�V �Z�K�H�Q �Z�H 

�V�K�D�U�H �R�X�U �V�F�U�H�H�Q�� �Z�H �F�D�Q �H�Q�W�H�U �W�H�[�W �R�U �W�U�D�Q�V�I�R�U�P �V�R�X�Q�G �L�Q�W�R �W�H�[�W�� �&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q �D�U�H 

now used to the fact that images are potentially scalable in every dimension 

���V�X�F�K �D�V �L�Q �*�R�R�J�O�H �0�D�S�V���� �W�K�H �V�S�O�L�W �V�F�U�H�H�Q �S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�V �D �V�\�P�E�R�O�L�F �G�L�P�H�Q�V�L�R�Q �R�I 

this modular and interactive nature of images as something we can act on and 

with.

The closest thing that the current aesthetics of videoconferencing resem -

�E�O�H�V �L�V �L�Q�G�H�H�G �W�K�H �T�X�L�Q�W�H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O �S�R�V�W���Œ���„�„ �7�9 �V�H�U�L�H�V�� �…�‡ ���8�6 �…�ƒ�ƒ�„���…�ƒ�„�ƒ�� �)�R�[���� 

in which Kiefer Sutherland plays the secret (or renegade) agent Jack Bauer 

who singlehandedly saves our civilization (or rather: the US of A) over and 

�R�Y�H�U �D�J�D�L�Q�� �–�Q�G�H�H�G�� �L�I �Z�H �D�E�V�W�U�D�F�W �I�U�R�P �W�K�H �U�H�D�F�W�L�R�Q�D�U�\ �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�V �R�I �W�K�H �V�H�U�L�H�V�� 

the show turns into a family melodrama of paranoid dimensions in which 

�O�L�W�H�U�D�O�O�\ �H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H �F�D�Q �E�H�W�U�D�\ �D�Q�\�R�Q�H �H�O�V�H�� �7�K�H �K�\�V�W�H�U�L�F�D�O �V�W�R�U�\�O�L�Q�H�V �4�Q�G �W�K�H�L�U 

visual expression in complex split screen arrangements in which everything 

�L�V �F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�H�G �Z�L�W�K �H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J �H�O�V�H���E�\ �P�H�G�L�D�� �E�\ �H�P�R�W�L�R�Q�� �R�U �E�\ �G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�\ 

���4�J�� �†���� �–�Q �I�D�F�W�� �P�D�Q�\ �R�I �W�K�H �D�F�W�V �R�I �H�P�S�D�W�K�\ �D�Q�G �O�R�Y�H�� �R�I �K�D�W�U�H�G �D�Q�G �E�H�W�U�D�\�D�O 

cannot be disentangled from the media arrangements in which they happen. 

�–�Q �W�K�L�V �Z�D�\�� �W�K�H �H�[�W�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�V �R�I �P�D�Q���W�R �X�V�H �D �I�D�P�R�X�V �S�K�U�D�V�H �I�U�R�P �0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O 

�0�F�/�X�K�D�Q���D�U�H �E�R�G�\ �D�Q�G �O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H �D�V �P�X�F�K �D�V �G�D�W�D�E�D�V�H�V �D�Q�G �P�R�E�L�O�H �S�K�R�Q�H�V�� 

gestures and voices as much as networks and infrastructures. As much as we 

�X�V�H �W�K�H�V�H �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�H�V�� �W�K�H�\ �D�O�V�R �V�K�D�S�H �X�V �D�Q�G �R�X�U �O�L�Y�H�V��



���� Pandemic Media

 

�)�L�J�X�U�H ���� 24 ���8�6 �������‚���‚���� �)�R�[���� �V�H�D�V�R�Q ���� �H�S�L�V�R�G�H �‚��

Our monitors and displays are mostly mobile and they are connected to 

�F�D�P�H�U�D�V �D�Q�G �R�W�K�H�U �W�U�D�F�N�L�Q�J �G�H�Y�L�F�H�V�� �W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H �Z�K�D�W �Z�H �V�H�H �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�D�O�O�\ 

�F�K�D�Q�J�H�V�� �W�K�L�Q�J�V �H�Q�W�H�U �W�K�H �I�U�D�P�H �D�Q�G �O�H�D�Y�H �L�W �D�J�D�L�Q�� �6�R�P�H�W�L�P�H�V�� �W�K�H �P�H�P�E�H�U�V 

�R�I �D �Y�L�G�H�R�F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H �Z�D�O�N �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �W�K�H�L�U �5�D�W�V �D�Q�G �S�H�U�I�R�U�P �P�X�Q�G�D�Q�H �W�D�V�N�V�� 

�Z�H �V�H�H �R�W�K�H�U �P�H�P�E�H�U�V �R�I �W�K�H �K�R�X�V�H�K�R�O�G �R�U �Z�H �V�S�R�W �W�K�H�L�U �S�H�W�V�� �7�K�H �R�•��

�V�F�U�H�H�Q �V�S�D�F�H�� �W�K�H �K�R�U�V���F�K�D�P�S�� �Z�K�D�W �Q�R�U�P�D�O�O�\ �V�W�D�\�V �R�X�W�V�L�G�H �D�Q�G �L�Q�Y�L�V�L�E�O�H 

enters the frame more frequently. At the same time some people seem 

�W�R �E�H �P�H�W�L�F�X�O�R�X�V�O�\ �S�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J �K�R�Z �W�K�H�\ �V�W�D�J�H �W�K�H�L�U �V�X�U�U�R�X�Q�G�L�Q�J�V�� �W�K�H �P�R�V�W 

�I�U�H�T�X�H�Q�W �H�[�D�P�S�O�H �G�X�U�L�Q�J �W�K�H �&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �Z�D�V �W�K�H �X�V�H �R�I �E�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G 

�S�K�R�W�R�J�U�D�S�K�V �L�Q �S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V �O�L�N�H �=�R�R�P�� �Z�K�L�F�K �P�D�Q�\ �S�H�R�S�O�H �X�V�H�G �D�V �D�F�W�V �R�I �V�H�O�I��

�H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q �R�U �L�U�R�Q�L�F �F�R�P�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\�� �–�Q �W�K�L�V �Z�D�\�� �W�K�H �Y�L�G�H�R�F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V �G�X�U�L�Q�J �W�K�H 

�O�R�F�N�G�R�Z�Q�V �D�Q�G �V�W�D�\���D�W���K�R�P�H �R�U�G�H�U�V �L�Q�W�H�Q�V�L�4�H�G �D �W�U�H�Q�G �L�Q �V�R�F�L�D�O �P�H�G�L�D�� �W�K�H 

�S�U�L�Y�D�W�H �E�H�F�R�P�H�V �L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J�O�\ �S�X�E�O�L�F�� �E�X�W �R�I�W�H�Q �L�Q �D �V�W�D�J�H�G �D�Q�G �F�X�U�W�D�L�O�H�G �I�R�U�P�� 

Videoconferences allow the constant controlling gaze at the self—if the hair is 

�U�L�J�K�W�� �D�W �Z�K�D�W �D�Q�J�O�H �W�K�H �F�K�L�Q �O�R�R�N�V �E�H�V�W�� �Z�K�D�W �L�V �Y�L�V�L�E�O�H �L�Q �W�K�H �E�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G�� �7�K�L�V 

trend from social media of the careful visual management of the self is put 

into constant display through video calls.

Videoconferences are often rather audioconferences with an addition of 

�L�P�D�J�H�V�� �Z�H �D�U�H �D�V�N�H�G �W�R �W�X�U�Q �W�K�H �Y�L�G�H�R �R�•�� �Z�K�H�Q �W�K�H �F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q �E�H�F�R�P�H�V 

�X�Q�V�W�D�E�O�H �D�Q�G �Z�H �W�X�U�Q �R�X�U �P�L�F�U�R�S�K�R�Q�H�V �R�•�� �Z�K�H�Q �Z�H �D�U�H �Q�R�W �V�S�H�D�N�L�Q�J��

sounds are actually the central element of videoconferences and they are 

�F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�L�]�H�G �E�\ �I�H�H�G�E�D�F�N �H�•�H�F�W�V �D�Q�G �D�F�R�X�V�W�L�F �L�Q�W�H�U�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V�� �'�R �Z�H �K�H�D�U �D 

�Y�R�L�F�H �R�U �M�X�V�W �Q�R�L�V�H�" �2�I�W�H�Q�� �Z�H �F�D�Q�Q�R�W �F�O�H�D�U�O�\ �L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\ �V�R�X�Q�G�V�� �D�Q �H�•�H�F�W �Z�K�L�F�K 

�F�D�Q �E�H �S�X�]�]�O�L�Q�J �R�U �H�Y�H�Q �X�Q�F�D�Q�Q�\�� �7�K�H �F�L�Q�H�P�D�� �E�\ �F�R�Q�W�U�D�V�W�� �X�V�X�D�O�O�\ �F�D�U�H�I�X�O�O�\ 

�R�U�F�K�H�V�W�U�D�W�H�V �D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�� �L�P�D�J�H �D�Q�G �V�R�X�Q�G �Z�R�U�N �W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U�� �U�H�L�Q�I�R�U�F�H �H�D�F�K �R�W�K�H�U 

�D�Q�G �F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�H �L�Q �F�R�P�S�O�H�[ �Z�D�\�V �L�Q �R�U�G�H�U �W�R �P�D�N�H �W�K�H �L�P�D�J�H �D�X�G�L�E�O�H�� �W�K�H 

�V�R�X�Q�G �Y�L�V�L�E�O�H ���&�K�L�R�Q �…�ƒ�ƒ�‡���� �&�R�K�H�U�H�Q�W �V�R�X�Q�G �J�X�L�G�H�V �R�X�U �D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�� �E�X�W �L�Q �F�D�V�H 



Divided, Together, Apart ����

�R�I �E�U�H�D�N�G�R�Z�Q �Z�H �U�H�Y�H�U�W �W�R �W�K�H �F�K�D�W�� �W�K�H �L�P�D�J�H �Z�K�H�U�H �Z�H �J�H�V�W�L�F�X�O�D�W�H �R�U �H�Y�H�Q 

write words on a slip of paper and present them to the camera. 

One thing we can learn from the historical examples of split screen is how 

important sound is in understanding multiple images. In a three-dimen -

�V�L�R�Q�D�O �U�R�R�P�� �Z�H �F�D�Q �O�R�F�D�W�H �W�K�H �R�U�L�J�L�Q �R�I �D �V�R�X�Q�G�� �L�Q �D �W�Z�R���G�L�P�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�D�O 

�L�P�D�J�H �Z�H �Q�H�H�G �V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J �Y�L�V�X�D�O �W�R �F�X�H �X�V �W�R �W�K�H �V�R�X�U�F�H�� �2�I�W�H�Q�� �Y�L�G�H�R�F�R�Q-

ference software includes tools that foreground the speaker by showing 

�W�K�H �Y�L�G�H�R �S�U�R�P�L�Q�H�Q�W�O�\ �R�U �L�O�O�X�P�L�Q�D�W�L�Q�J �W�K�H �I�U�D�P�H���V�R�P�H�W�L�P�H�V �Z�U�R�Q�J�O�\ �V�R�� �L�I 

one particular space is noisy. The conventionalized reaction is the muting of 

the microphones of the listeners. Speaking in a conversation becomes less 

�D �V�S�R�Q�W�D�Q�H�R�X�V �U�H�D�F�W�L�R�Q �W�R �V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J �W�K�D�W �K�D�V �E�H�H�Q �V�D�L�G�� �W�K�D�Q �D �F�D�U�H�I�X�O�O�\ 

orchestrated intervention that needs to be planned and performed. The 

spontaneity of real interactions is turned into a scripted situation. To return 

once more to Timecode �� �W�K�H �4�O�P �L�Q �L�W�V �L�Q�L�W�L�D�O �U�H�O�H�D�V�H �K�D�G �D �F�D�U�H�I�X�O�O�\ �R�U�F�K�H�V-

trated soundtrack which constantly cues the viewer to notice important 

�Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H �G�H�W�D�L�O�V �W�K�D�W �P�L�J�K�W �R�W�K�H�U�Z�L�V�H �J�R �X�Q�Q�R�W�L�F�H�G�� �7�K�H �'�9�' �R�I �W�K�H �4�O�P 

�D�O�O�R�Z�V �W�K�H �R�S�W�L�R�Q �W�R �U�H�P�L�[ �W�K�H �I�R�X�U �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W �V�R�X�Q�G�W�U�D�F�N�V �R�I �W�K�H �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�R�X�V 

�Œ�ƒ���P�L�Q�X�W�H �F�D�P�H�U�D �W�D�N�H�V�� �$�Q�G �D�I�W�H�U �W�K�H �U�H�O�H�D�V�H �R�I �W�K�H �4�O�P�� �)�L�J�J�L�V �W�R�X�U�H�G �L�Q�W�H�U-

�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O �4�O�P �I�H�V�W�L�Y�D�O�V �D�W �Z�K�L�F�K �K�H �Z�R�X�O�G �S�U�H�V�H�Q�W �
�O�L�Y�H �U�H�P�L�[�H�V�� �R�I �W�K�H �V�R�X�Q�G-

track like a DJ. 

�–�I �Z�H �V�X�U�Y�H�\ �W�K�H �U�L�F�K �K�L�V�W�R�U�\ �R�I �W�K�H �V�S�O�L�W �V�F�U�H�H�Q�� �Z�H �U�H�D�O�L�]�H �W�K�D�W �Z�H �F�D�Q���D�Q�G 

should—deal creatively and productively with situations of novelty and con -

�V�W�U�D�L�Q�W�� �7�K�H�U�H �D�U�H �F�R�X�Q�W�O�H�V�V �S�R�V�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V �L�Q �W�K�H �D�•�R�U�G�D�Q�F�H�V �D�Q�G �O�L�P�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I 

videoconferences: from absurd theater and romantic comedies all the way to 

�W�K�U�L�O�O�H�U�V �D�Q�G �K�R�U�U�R�U �4�O�P�V �Z�K�H�U�H �S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�Q�W�V �R�I �D �F�D�O�O �Y�D�Q�L�V�K �R�Q�H �E�\ �R�Q�H�� �$ �Q�H�Z 

�I�R�U�P �P�L�J�K�W �E�H �W�K�H �G�H�V�N�W�R�S �G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\�� �Z�K�L�F�K �I�R�X�Q�G �H�D�U�O�\ �L�Q�F�D�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V �L�Q 

Noah ���&�$ �…�ƒ�„�†�� �:�D�O�W�H�U �:�R�R�G�P�D�Q���3�D�W�U�L�F�N �&�H�G�H�U�E�H�U�J�� �D�Q�G Transformers Premake 

���8�6 �…�ƒ�„�‡�� �.�H�Y�L�Q �%�� �/�H�H���� �)�L�O�P �L�V �S�D�U�W �R�I �D �P�H�G�L�D �H�F�R�V�\�V�W�H�P �L�Q �Z�K�L�F�K �Z�H �F�D�Q 

�K�D�U�G�O�\ �G�L�V�W�L�Q�J�X�L�V�K �L�Q �D�Q�\ �F�O�H�D�U �Z�D�\ �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �F�L�Q�H�P�D�� �W�H�O�H�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�� �V�W�U�H�D�P�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G 

�Y�L�G�H�R�F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V�� �7�K�H�V�H �I�R�U�P�V �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�D�O�O�\ �P�L�[ �D�Q�G �P�L�Q�J�O�H�� �R�I�W�H�Q �P�H�U�J�H �D�Q�G 

morph in unexpected ways.

�&�R�Q�F�O�X�V�L�R�Q

Looking back at the longue durée  �R�I �P�H�G�L�D �K�L�V�W�R�U�\�� �W�K�H �S�X�U�S�R�U�W�H�G �Q�R�Y�H�O�W�\ �R�I 

the videoconference gives way to a more nuanced and complicated picture. 

Many of the observations that are currently being made in relation to video -

�F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V���D�E�R�X�W �W�K�H �L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W �I�U�D�P�H�V�� �D�E�R�X�W �W�K�H �U�R�O�H 

�R�I �V�R�X�Q�G�� �D�E�R�X�W �S�U�L�Y�D�F�\ �D�Q�G �W�K�H �S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H �R�I �W�K�H �V�H�O�I���F�D�Q �D�O�U�H�D�G�\ �E�H 

found in connection with the split screen. Beyond the concrete functionality 

�R�I �Y�L�G�H�R�F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V�� �W�K�H�V�H �L�P�D�J�H�V �G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�H �K�R�Z �P�H�G�L�D�W�H�G �Y�L�V�X�D�O�L�W�\ �K�D�V 

�W�U�D�Q�V�I�R�U�P�H�G �L�Q�W�R �D �G�R�P�D�L�Q �L�Q �Z�K�L�F�K �L�P�D�J�H�V �D�U�H �F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�L�]�H�G �E�\ �P�R�G�X�O�D�U�L�W�\�� 



���� Pandemic Media

�U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�W�\�� �5�H�[�L�E�L�O�L�W�\�� �D�Q�G �U�H�D�O���W�L�P�H �L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\�� �–�Q �W�K�L�V �U�H�V�S�H�F�W�� �W�K�H �W�U�D�Q�V-

�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I �P�H�G�L�D �I�U�R�P �4�[�H�G �D�Q�G �V�W�D�E�O�H �G�L�V�S�R�V�L�W�L�I�V �W�R �P�R�U�H �5�H�[�L�E�O�H �D�Q�G 

�R�S�H�Q �F�R�Q�4�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V �4�Q�G �D�Q �H�[�H�P�S�O�D�U�\ �F�D�V�H �L�Q �W�K�H �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W �I�U�R�P �V�S�O�L�W 

�V�F�U�H�H�Q �W�R �W�K�H �Y�L�G�H�R�F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�� �1�R�W �R�Q�O�\ �L�Q �W�K�L�V �U�H�V�S�H�F�W�� �4�O�P �K�L�V�W�R�U�\ �V�W�L�O�O �R�•�H�U�V 

a rich and dense history that can be mined in relation to our current media 

environments.

�5�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V
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�8�O�U�L�N�H���%�H�U�J�H�U�P�D�Q�Q
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�
�–�I �D�Q�\�R�Q�H �V�S�H�D�N�V�� �L�W �J�H�W�V �O�L�J�K�W�� ���)�U�H�X�G �…�ƒ�ƒ�„ �>�„�Œ�ƒ�ˆ�@�� �…�…�†���� �7�K�H �I�D�P�R�X�V �T�X�R�W�H �R�I �D 

child passed on by Sigmund Freud renders the double meaning of the German 

word both in terms of the opposite of darkness (like in German “ hell ���� �D�Q�G �R�I 

�Z�H�L�J�K�W ���O�L�N�H �L�Q �
�K�D�U�G �W�L�P�H�V���� �R�U �
�W�L�P�H�V �R�I �D �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F������ �$�V �O�R�Q�J �D�V �W�K�H�U�H �L�V �O�L�J�K�W�� 

�Z�H �D�U�H �D�O�L�Y�H�� �D�Q�G �W�D�O�N�L�Q�J �L�V �H�Y�H�Q �D�E�O�H �W�R �U�H�S�O�D�F�H �W�K�H �O�L�J�K�W�� �7�K�L�V �K�R�O�G�V �W�U�X�H �E�R�W�K 

�I�R�U �F�L�Q�H�P�D�W�L�F �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �I�R�U �G�L�J�L�W�D�O �V�F�U�H�H�Q�V�� �D�Q�G �I�R�U �Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J �D�Q�G �U�H�D�G�L�Q�J �Z�R�U�G�V�� 

�&�R�P�L�Q�J �W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U �L�Q �D �G�D�U�N �S�O�D�F�H�� �W�K�R�X�J�K�� �L�V �R�Q�H �R�I �W�K�H �D�W�W�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V �D�Q�G �X�Q�L�T�X�H 

�H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�V �D �4�O�P �I�H�V�W�L�Y�D�O �X�V�H�G �W�R �R�•�H�U�� �/�D�U�V �+�H�Q�U�L�N �*�D�V�V�� �G�L�U�H�F�W�R�U �R�I �W�K�H �‰�‰�W�K 

�–�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O �6�K�R�U�W �)�L�O�P �)�H�V�W�L�Y�D�O �2�E�H�U�K�D�X�V�H�Q �…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� has warned convincingly 

��	 �7�K�H �I�H�V�W�L�Y�D�O �W�R�R�N �S�O�D�F�H �R�Q�O�L�Q�H �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �W�K�H �„�†�W�K �D�Q�G �„�‹�W�K �R�I �0�D�\ �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �V�K�R�Z�L�Q�J �†�ˆ�ƒ  

�4�O�P�V�� �L�Q�V�W�H�D�G �R�I �W�K�H �H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G �„���ƒ�ƒ�ƒ �W�L�F�N�H�W�V�� �…���ˆ�ƒ�ƒ �Z�H�U�H �V�R�O�G �L�Q �‰�ƒ �F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V�� �D�Q�G �P�R�U�H 

�W�K�D�Q �„���ƒ�ƒ�ƒ �V�S�H�F�L�D�O �Y�L�V�L�W�R�U�V �I�U�R�P �Š�ƒ �F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V �M�R�L�Q�H�G �R�Q�O�L�Q�H �W�R�R�� �7�K�H �V�\�P�E�R�O�L�F �S�U�L�F�H �R�I  

�Œ���Œ�Œ �(�X�U�R�V �F�D�P�H �Z�L�W�K �D �Z�L�Q�N �W�R �W�K�H �V�W�U�H�D�P�L�Q�J �S�R�U�W�D�O���V �I�H�H�V�� �U�D�L�V�L�Q�J �…�†���ƒ�ƒ�ƒ �(�X�U�R�V �D�V �D  

�G�R�Q�D�W�L�R�Q �W�R �W�K�H �V�R�F�L�D�O �I�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �9�* �%�L�O�G�� �W�K�H �D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q �I�R�U �W�K�H �U�L�J�K�W�V �R�I �F�U�H�D�W�R�U�V  

�R�I �Y�L�V�X�D�O �D�U�W�� �$�E�R�X�W �K�D�O�I �R�I �W�K�H �D�X�G�L�H�Q�F�H �I�U�R�P �W�K�H �S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V �\�H�D�U �Z�D�V �F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G �
�O�R�V�W���� 

�D�Q�G �Q�H�Z �D�X�G�L�H�Q�F�H�V �
�F�D�P�H�� ���R�Y�H�U�V�H�D�V �Y�L�H�Z�H�U�V�� �V�F�K�R�R�O�V�� �V�H�O�I���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G �J�U�R�X�S�V�� �H�W�F����  



���� Pandemic Media

�W�K�D�W �W�K�H �S�U�D�L�V�H �R�I �W�K�H �
�U�H�D�O �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���� �D�O�R�Q�J �Z�L�W�K �D ���G�L�J�L�W�D�O�� �P�H�G�L�D �S�H�V�V�L�P�L�V�P 

�D�Q�G �D �E�L�W �R�I �H�O�L�W�L�V�P�� �O�D�F�N�V �F�R�P�S�O�H�[�L�W�\ �L�Q �D�G�G�U�H�V�V�L�Q�J �W�K�H �P�X�O�W�L���O�D�\�H�U�H�G �W�D�V�N �R�I 

transferring a festival into an online format. 2 Referring to Walter Benjamin’s 

�F�R�Q�F�H�S�W �R�I �4�O�P �D�Q�G �W�K�H �S�X�E�O�L�F�� �Z�K�H�U�H �G�L�V�S�H�U�V�L�R�Q�� �Q�R�W �P�H�O�W�L�Q�J �J�L�Y�H�V �Z�D�\ �W�R �D 

�U�D�G�L�F�D�O �F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Y�H �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�� �D�Q�G �W�R �'�H�O�H�X�]�H���V �D�W�W�D�F�N �R�Q �E�R�X�U�J�H�R�L�V �F�L�Q�H�P�D�� 

�*�D�V�V �U�H�M�H�F�W�H�G �D �F�D�O�O �I�R�U �
�I�D�O�V�H �S�U�R�[�L�P�L�W�\�� ���…�ƒ�…�ƒ����

�*�D�V�V �S�D�V�V�H�G �W�K�H �T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q �
�&�D�Q �D�Q�G �V�K�R�X�O�G �Z�H �P�D�N�H �4�O�P�V �Q�R�Z�"�� �R�Q �W�R �W�K�H 

�4�O�P�P�D�N�H�U�V �K�H �K�D�G �E�H�H�Q �F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�Q�J �Z�L�W�K�� �D�Q�G �D�V�N�H�G �W�K�H�P �I�R�U �F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q�V 

made in less than one hour’s time. �� Filmmaker Brenda Lien let us know that 

�W�K�H �I�H�H �R�•�H�U�H�G �Z�D�V �„�ƒ�ƒ �H�X�U�R�V�� �
�7�K�H �H�O�H�Y�H�Q �F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q�V���� �V�D�L�G �*�D�V�V�� �
�Z�H�U�H 

���U�H�Z�D�U�G�H�G �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H �I�H�H �X�V�X�D�O�O�\ �S�D�L�G �L�Q �*�H�U�P�D�Q�\ �I�R�U �D �S�V�\�F�K�R�W�K�H�U�D�S�H�X�W�L�F 

�V�H�W�W�L�Q�J������ �R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�G �4�O�P �F�U�L�W�L�F �3�K�L�O�L�S�S �6�W�D�G�H�O�P�D�L�H�U�� �
�–�Q �W�L�P�H�V �R�I �&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ�� �W�K�H 

�I�H�V�W�L�Y�D�O �E�H�F�R�P�H�V �W�K�H �S�D�W�L�H�Q�W�� �Z�K�R �O�H�W�V �K�L�P�V�H�O�I �E�H �F�X�U�H�G �E�\ �4�O�P�P�D�N�H�U�V �K�H 

�Q�H�H�G�V �W�R �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H �H�[�L�V�W�L�Q�J�� ���…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� �7�K�H �W�U�D�Q�V�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q �F�K�D�L�Q �R�I talking cures and 

�4�O�P�L�Q�J���F�X�U�H�V does not break. 4 �:�K�D�W �L�V �W�K�H �W�D�O�N�L�Q�J �P�R�G�H �R�I �*�H�U�P�D�Q �4�O�P�P�D�N�H�U 

Alex Gerbaulet?

�+�H�U �V�K�R�U�W �4�O�P�� �O�L�N�H �W�K�H �R�W�K�H�U�V�� �G�R�H�V �Q�R�W �K�D�Y�H �D �W�L�W�O�H �R�I �L�W�V �R�Z�Q�� �W�K�H�U�H �D�U�H 

�Q�R �R�S�H�Q�L�Q�J �R�U �H�Q�G �F�U�H�G�L�W�V�� �M�X�V�W �D�Q �D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�P�H�Q�W �D�W �W�K�H �I�H�V�W�L�Y�D�O���V �Z�H�E�V�L�W�H�� 

�J�L�Y�L�Q�J �L�W�V �R�Z�Q �T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q �L�Q �T�X�R�W�D�W�L�R�Q �P�D�U�N�V �O�L�N�H �D �4�O�P �W�L�W�O�H�� �
�&�D�Q �D�Q�G �V�K�R�X�O�G 

�Z�H �P�D�N�H �4�O�P�V �Q�R�Z�"�� ���K�W�W�S�V�������Y�L�P�H�R���F�R�P���‡�…�…�‡�‹�ˆ�‹�Š�ƒ���� �*�H�U�E�D�X�O�H�W���V �D�Q�V�Z�H�U �R�I 

�W�Z�R �P�L�Q�X�W�H�V �D�Q�G �W�H�Q �V�H�F�R�Q�G�V �L�V �T�X�L�F�N �D�Q�G �E�D�U�H�� �I�H�D�W�X�U�L�Q�J �Z�K�L�W�H �O�H�W�W�H�U�V �R�Q �D 

�E�O�D�F�N �V�H�W�W�L�Q�J�� �Q�R �V�R�X�Q�G�� �–�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H�O�\�� �Z�H �I�H�Q�W�H�U �L�Q�W�R �W�K�H �E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J �R�I �D �V�W�R�U�\�� 

while we read: “A / picture. / Two girls lay on the bed. / Eyes closed. / Holding 

�K�D�Q�G�V�� �� �)�L�Q�J�H�U�V �I�R�O�G�H�G �L�Q�W�R �H�D�F�K �R�W�K�H�U�� �� �7�K�H�L�U �4�Q�J�H�U�W�L�S�V �� �W�D�S �� �P�H�V�V�D�J�H�V �� �R�Q 

�W�K�H �E�D�F�N �� �R�I �H�D�F�K �R�W�K�H�U���V �K�D�Q�G�V�� �� �6�S�H�D�N�L�Q�J �� �R�I �� �H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J���� �7�K�H �Z�R�U�G�V �E�O�L�Q�N 

�O�L�N�H �W�D�S�S�L�Q�J �R�Q �W�K�H �H�\�H�V�� �7�K�H �V�F�H�Q�H �F�D�Q �X�Q�I�R�O�G �L�Q �W�K�H �P�L�Q�G�� �D�Q�G �L�W �U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�V 

�S�H�R�S�O�H �Q�R�W �V�H�H�L�Q�J �L�P�D�J�H�V �W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V�� �E�X�W �W�D�O�N�L�Q�J �L�Q �W�K�H �W�D�F�W�L�O�H �P�R�G�H �D�E�R�X�W 

See �Z�Z�Z���N�X�U�]�4�O�P�W�D�J�H���G�H���H�Q �D�Q�G �*�D�V�V �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �6�H�H �D�O�V�R �1�H�Z �<�R�U�N �4�O�P �F�X�U�D�W�R�U �-�D�U�H�G 

Rapfogel’s report on the labor around and the great success of the festival as well 

�D�V �W�K�H �
�E�L�W�W�H�U�V�Z�H�H�W�� �Y�L�H�Z�L�Q�J �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�� �D�Q�G �V�R�P�H �E�H�D�X�W�L�I�X�O �4�O�P �U�H�Y�L�H�Z�V �R�I �9�L�N�D 

�.�L�U�F�K�H�Q�E�D�X�H�U���V �R�U �7�K�L�U�]�D �&�X�W�K�D�Q�G���V �F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q�V�� �D�P�R�Q�J �R�W�K�H�U�V ���5�D�S�I�R�J�H�O �…�ƒ�…�ƒ����

2	 Gass gives a sensible and nuanced elaboration on the temporal and fragile nature of 

�R�Q�O�L�Q�H �I�H�V�W�L�Y�D�O �I�R�U�P�D�W�V�� �U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V �W�R�Z�D�U�G�V �W�K�H �4�O�P�P�D�N�H�U�V�� �W�K�H �I�H�V�W�L�Y�D�O �V�W�D�•�� �D�Q�G 

�W�K�H �D�X�G�L�H�Q�F�H�� �D�V �Z�H�O�O �D�V �R�Q �F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Y�H �O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J �D�Q�G �G�R�L�Q�J�� �R�U �R�Q �S�R�V�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V ���G�H�P�R�F�U�D-

�W�L�]�L�Q�J �D�F�F�H�V�V�� �D�Q�G �S�L�W�I�D�O�O�V ���F�R�P�P�H�U�F�L�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �O�D�F�N �R�I �O�L�Y�H �H�Y�H�Q�W�V�� �H�W�F���� ���W�K�H �F�O�L�P�D�W�H �F�U�L�V�L�V 

�D�S�S�O�L�H�V �W�R �E�R�W�K �V�L�G�H�V���� �+�H �F�U�L�W�L�F�L�]�H�V �W�K�H �P�H�G�L�D �S�H�V�V�L�P�L�V�P �L�Q �%�D�F�K�P�D�Q�Q �H�W �D�O�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �+�H�L�G�H 

�6�F�K�O�¾�S�P�D�Q�Q �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �D�Q�G �R�W�K�H�U�V��

��	 �&�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�U�V �W�R �W�K�L�V �V�K�R�U�W �4�O�P �V�O�R�W �L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G �.�R�U�S�\�V���/�¸�^�H�U�� �-�H�Q�V �3�H�F�K�R�� �)�U�D�Q�] �0�¾�O�O�H�U�� 

�$�Q�G�U�H�D�V �5�H�L�K�V�H���=�D�]�D �5�X�V�D�G�]�H�� �0�D�[ �/�L�Q�] �Z�L�W�K �K�L�V �4�O�P �F�O�D�V�V �D�W �W�K�H �8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\ �R�I �W�K�H �$�U�W�V 

�%�H�U�O�L�Q �8�G�.�� �-�R�Y�D�Q�D �5�H�L�V�L�Q�J�H�U�� �.�H�U�V�W�L�Q �+�R�Q�H�L�W�� �.�U�L�V�W�L�Q�D �.�L�O�L�D�Q�� �'�L�H�W�U�L�F�K �%�U�¾�J�J�H�P�D�Q�Q�� 

�%�U�H�Q�G�D �/�L�H�Q�� �D�Q�G �$�O�H�[ �*�H�U�E�D�X�O�H�W ���V�H�H http://www.alexgerbaulet.de).

��	 �2�W�K�H�U �F�U�L�W�L�F�V �Z�R�X�O�G �K�D�Y�H �S�U�H�I�H�U�U�H�G �D �K�D�O�W�L�Q�J �R�I �W�K�H �W�U�D�Q�V�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�� �O�L�N�H �-�R�Q�D�V �1�H�V�W�U�R�\�� �Z�K�R 

�S�H�U�F�H�L�Y�H�G �D�O�O �4�O�P�V �D�V �V�X�E�M�H�F�W�H�G �W�R �W�K�H �W�K�H�P�H �R�I �&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ�� �E�X�W �D�W �W�K�H �V�D�P�H �W�L�P�H �Z�D�Q�W�H�G 

�W�R �J�H�W �D�Z�D�\ �I�U�R�P �W�K�H �Q�H�Y�H�U���H�Q�G�L�Q�J �F�R�Q�W�D�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�V �D�Q�G �W�K�H �D�U�W �R�I �4�O�P ���1�H�V�W�U�R�\ 

�…�ƒ�…�ƒ����



Pass This On! ����

�
�H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J���� �*�H�U�E�D�X�O�H�W �T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V �W�K�H �P�D�N�L�Q�J �R�I �L�P�D�J�H�V �D�V �Z�H�O�O �D�V �R�I �V�R�X�Q�G���� 

�0�D�\�E�H �W�K�L�V �L�V �D �K�L�Q�W �W�R �W�K�H �L�Q�Y�L�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\ �R�I �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F�� �W�R �D �O�D�F�N �R�I �L�P�D�J�H�U�\ 

�U�H�J�D�U�G�L�Q�J �W�K�H �Y�L�U�X�V �R�U �W�K�H �D�F�W �R�I �F�R�Q�W�D�J�L�R�Q�� �1�R �S�L�F�W�R�U�L�D�O �P�H�W�D�S�K�R�U�V�� �Q�R �J�U�D�S�K�L�F 

�D�E�V�W�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I �D �Y�L�U�X�V�� �Q�R �F�K�D�U�W�V �R�I �G�L�V�V�H�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q �W�U�D�Q�V�I�H�U�V �D�U�H �J�L�Y�H�Q �D�V �D 

�V�X�S�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�� �&�D�Q �D�Q�G �V�K�R�X�O�G �Z�H �P�D�N�H �4�O�P�V �Q�R�Z�" �2�U �M�X�V�W �W�D�S �R�Q �H�D�F�K �R�W�K�H�U���V 

�K�D�Q�G�V�" �%�X�W �Z�K�D�W �L�I �Z�H �J�R�W �L�Q�I�H�F�W�H�G�" �)�R�U �*�H�U�E�D�X�O�H�W�� �
�I�H�H�O�L�Q�J �F�R�Q�W�D�J�L�R�X�V �L�V �D 

�I�X�Q�G�D�P�H�Q�W�D�O �T�X�H�H�U �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H����6

�
�$ �� �F�R�G�H �� �W�K�D�W �� �J�H�W�V �� �X�Q�G�H�U �� �W�K�H �� �V�N�L�Q�� �� �&�R�Q�W�D�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q �� �P�H�D�Q�V �� �S�R�O�O�X�W�L�R�Q�� 

�� �E�X�W �D�O�V�R �F�R�Q�W�D�F�W�� �� �3�R�O�O�X�W�L�R�Q �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���� �W�K�H �4�O�P �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�V�� �7�K�H �T�X�H�H�U 

twist gives the formal experiment a special spin. Reminiscent of vampire 

�V�W�R�U�L�H�V�� �K�R�P�R�H�U�R�W�L�F �V�W�U�H�D�N�� �L�W�V �O�H�V�E�L�D�Q Carmilla�V�� �&�D�W�K�H�U�L�Q�H �'�H�Q�H�X�Y�H �H�D�W�L�Q�J 

Susan Sarandon in Tony Scott’s lesbian vampire classic The Hunger  ���8�. �„�Œ�‹�†���� 

or Keanu Reeves getting weak from the bite of Gary Oldman’s brides in Dracula  

���8�6�$ �„�Œ�Œ�…���� �W�K�L�V �F�R�Q�W�D�J�L�R�Q �L�V �L�P�D�J�L�Q�H�G �D�V �R�Q�H �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �W�Z�R �J�L�U�O�V �O�\�L�Q�J �R�Q �D �E�H�G�� 

�5�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �W�K�H �&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ �D�Q�G �W�K�H �+�–�9 �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F�V �P�D�\ �E�H �V�F�D�U�F�H�� �D�V �W�K�H 

�4�U�V�W �L�V �Q�R�W �W�U�D�Q�V�P�L�W�W�H�G �V�H�[�X�D�O�O�\ �R�U �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �V�K�D�U�H�G �X�V�H �R�I �Q�H�H�G�O�H�V�� �G�L�G �Q�R�W �V�W�D�U�W 

�Z�L�W�K �J�D�\ �P�H�Q�� �H�W�F���� �E�X�W �W�R�S�L�F�V �O�L�N�H invisibility�� globality�� �R�U �W�K�H �F�R�Q�W�H�V�W�H�G research 

for a cure come to mind. The code gets under the skin and infects somebody 

���Z�K�L�O�H �E�H�L�Q�J �W�R�X�F�K�H�G �L�Q �F�L�Q�H�P�D �U�H�P�D�L�Q�V �D �P�H�W�D�S�K�R�U���� �V�L�Q�F�H �W�K�H �+�–�9 �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F�� 

�W�K�H �D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �F�R�Q�W�D�J�L�R�Q �D�Q�G �F�R�Q�W�D�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q �R�U �S�R�O�O�X�W�L�R�Q �L�V�� �D�V �W�K�H�\ 

�V�D�\�� �Y�L�U�X�O�H�Q�W�� �–�Q �M�X�V�W �R�Q�H �V�W�H�S �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �W�H�[�W�X�D�O �
�V�K�R�W�V���� �W�K�H �O�L�Q�H �
�X�Q�G�H�U �W�K�H �V�N�L�Q�� 

�P�X�W�D�W�H�G �I�U�R�P �O�R�Y�H �W�R �L�O�O�Q�H�V�V�� �O�L�N�H �L�Q �1�H�Q�H�K �&�K�H�U�U�\���V �V�R�Q�J I’ve Got You Under My 

Skin�� �–�Q �„�Œ�Œ�ƒ�� �W�K�L�V �P�X�V�L�F �Y�L�G�H�R �V�X�S�H�U�L�P�S�R�V�H�G �W�K�H �V�R�Q�J �W�H�[�W �L�Q �W�\�S�H�I�D�F�H �Q�H�D�U 

�W�K�H �V�L�Q�J�H�U �D�Q�G �G�H�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�G�� �L�Q �D �U�D�S �D�E�R�X�W �+�–�9 �D�Q�G �$�–�'�6�� �D �V�R�F�L�H�W�\ �Z�L�W�K�R�X�W 

�H�P�S�D�W�K�\�� �V�W�L�J�P�D�W�L�]�L�Q�J �F�R�Q�W�D�J�L�R�Q �D�V �D �P�D�U�N�H�U �R�I �D �
�I�D�O�V�H �O�R�Y�H������

Alex Gerbaulet invites us to join the chain of proliferation. The white letters 

�R�Q �E�O�D�F�N �E�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G �U�H�P�D�L�Q �W�K�H �V�D�P�H �L�Q �V�L�]�H �D�Q�G �S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q��8 shown in mostly 

�F�R�Q�V�W�D�Q�W �V�S�H�H�G���Z�L�W�K �W�K�H �H�[�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q �R�I �R�Q�H �O�L�Q�H�� �Z�K�L�F�K �Q�R�W �R�Q�O�\ �S�R�L�Q�W�V �W�R �W�K�H 

�D�F�R�X�V�W�L�F �V�L�G�H �R�I �O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H�� �E�X�W �L�V �D �J�H�V�W�X�U�H �R�X�W �R�I �W�K�H �V�F�U�H�H�Q �R�U �P�R�Q�L�W�R�U�� �
�+�H�O�O�R�� 

��	 �%�U�L�J�L�W�W�D �.�X�V�W�H�U���V �V�K�R�U�W �4�O�P Erase them! The image as it is falling apart into looks ���' �…�ƒ�„�…�� 

�‹���ˆ�ƒ �P�L�Q���� �D�O�V�R �J�L�Y�H�V �R�Q�O�\ �W�K�H �Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q �Z�R�U�G�V �R�I �W�K�H �G�H�P�D�Q�G�V �R�I �U�H�I�X�J�H�H�V �R�F�F�X�S�\�L�Q�J �D 

church in Vienna white on black (while we hear their voices) in order to protect the 

protestors—and to problematize visuality as a policing method of European border 

�P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W�� �.�X�V�W�H�U �L�Q�V�H�U�W�V �V�W�L�O�O �L�P�D�J�H�V �Z�L�W�K �S�U�L�Q�W�H�G �K�D�Q�G�V �R�Q �Z�D�O�O�V �D�V �D �U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H �W�R 

�0�D�U�J�X�H�U�L�W�H �'�X�U�D�V���V �4�O�P Les mains négatifs���O�H�D�Y�L�Q�J �K�X�P�D�Q �W�U�D�F�H�V �D�Q�G �O�H�D�Y�L�Q�J �4�Q�J�H�U-

prints as highly ambivalent operations of touch.

��	 �3�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O �P�H�V�V�D�J�H�� �-�X�Q�H �†�ƒ�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ��

��	 �5�H�P�D�N�H�V �R�U �T�X�R�W�H�V �I�U�R�P �R�O�G�H�U �P�H�G�L�D �D�O�V�R �F�R�X�O�G �E�H �F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G �D�V �D �S�D�V�V�L�Q�J �R�Q �R�I 

�V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J �F�R�Q�W�D�J�L�R�X�V�� �O�L�N�H �W�K�H �V�R�Q�J �H�Q�W�L�W�O�H�G I’ve Got You Under My Skin�� �U�H�F�R�U�G�H�G �E�\ �&�R�O�H 

�3�R�U�W�H�U �L�Q �„�Œ�†�‰�� �W�K�H�Q �W�D�N�H�Q �X�S �E�\ �(�O�O�D �)�L�W�]�J�H�U�D�O�G �D�Q�G �)�U�D�Q�N �6�L�Q�D�W�U�D��

8	 Florian Krautkrämer lists various examples of �6�F�K�U�L�I�W�4�O�P �L�Q �H�[�S�H�U�L�P�H�Q�W�D�O �4�O�P�V �D�Q�G �W�K�H�L�U 

�Y�D�U�L�R�X�V �I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I �O�H�W�W�H�U�V�� �Z�R�U�G�V�� �D�Q�G �W�H�[�W�X�D�O �L�P�D�J�H�V�� �H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\ �0�L�F�K�D�H�O �6�Q�R�Z���V So Is 

This ���&�D�Q�D�G�D �„�Œ�‹�†�� �‡�ˆ �P�L�Q������ �V�K�R�Z�L�Q�J �Z�R�U�G�V �Z�K�L�W�H���R�Q���E�O�D�F�N�� �Z�K�L�F�K �D�G�G �X�S �W�R �V�H�Q�W�H�Q�F�H�V 

�D�Q�G �H�Q�F�R�P�S�D�V�V �P�X�O�W�L�S�O�H �P�H�G�L�D �U�H�5�H�F�W�L�Y�H �H�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V�� �6�H�H �.�U�D�X�W�N�U�¦�P�H�U �…�ƒ�„�†�� �…�…�Œ���Š�„�� �H�V�S�� 

�…�‡�‡�I���� �V�H�H �6�F�K�H�•�H�U �H�W �D�O�� �…�ƒ�„�‡��



���� Pandemic Media

�K�H�O�O�R�� �K�H�O�O�R�� �K�R�Z �O�R�Z�"�� �K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�V �R�Q�H �Z�R�U�G �D�I�W�H�U �W�K�H �R�W�K�H�U �L�Q �S�L�Q�N �L�Q�V�W�H�D�G �R�I 

�Z�K�L�W�H�� �O�L�N�H �R�Q �D �N�D�U�D�R�N�H �P�D�F�K�L�Q�H �S�O�D�\�L�Q�J �1�L�U�Y�D�Q�D���V Smells Like Teen Spirit�� �W�K�H 

�I�D�P�R�X�V �D�Q�W�K�H�P �R�I �„�Œ�Œ�„�� ���D �U�H�T�X�H�V�W �W�R �V�L�Q�J �W�K�H �Z�R�U�G�V �R�X�W �O�R�X�G�� �H�F�K�R�L�Q�J �W�K�H 

call. What kind of contagion would that be—would we be touched by the arbi -

�W�U�D�U�\ �F�R�G�H�� �W�K�H �Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q �Z�R�U�G�V�� �L�Q �D �T�X�H�H�U �P�D�Q�Q�H�U�� �D�W �D �W�L�P�H �R�I �V�R�F�L�D�O �G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�L�Q�J�� 

while we cannot gather in dark halls like the cinema auditorium or concert 

�K�D�O�O�V �W�R �G�L�Y�H �L�Q�W�R �P�R�Y�L�Q�J �L�P�D�J�H�V �R�U �V�R�X�Q�G �W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U�" �7�R�X�F�K�H�G�� �L�I �W�K�H �V�W�R�U�\ �Z�D�V 

�W�U�D�Q�V�P�L�W�W�H�G �G�L�J�L�W�D�O�O�\ �L�Q�W�R �V�L�Q�J�O�H �F�R�P�S�X�W�H�U�V �D�Q�G �K�R�X�V�H�K�R�O�G�V�� �U�H�D�G �D�Q�G �V�X�Q�J 

aloud?

Close up�� �7�K�H �I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J �Z�R�U�G�V �D�G�G�U�H�V�V �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W �H�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V �R�I �W�K�H �P�H�G�L�X�P 

�4�O�P�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J �W�K�H �G�H�S�L�F�W�L�R�Q �R�I �D �V�F�H�Q�H�� �V�W�D�J�H �G�L�U�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V �I�R�U �W�K�H �F�D�P�H�U�D �P�D�Q�� 

�D�Q�G �4�O�P�L�F �P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�L�W�L�H�V�� �7�K�H �4�O�P �U�H�D�G�V�� �
�&�O�R�V�H �X�S�� �� �6�N�L�Q�� �� �$ �V�F�U�D�W�F�K �� �R�Q �� �W�K�H 

�F�H�O�O �� �X �� �O�R�L�W�� �� �6�H�O�I �� �L�Q�5�D�P�P�D�E�O�H �� �O�L�J�K�W�� �� �7�U�D�Q�V�O�D�W�H�G �� �L�Q�W�R �� �R�Q�H�V �D�Q�G �]�H�U�R�V�� 

�� �/�L�J�K�W�Q�L�Q�J�� �� �$ �F�O�R�V�H �X�S �I�D�F�H�� �� �7�K�H �H�\�H�O�L�G�V �5�X�W�W�H�U�� �� �5�H�G�� �� �5�H�G�� �� �:�K�L�W�H���� �(�Y�H�Q 

�D�I�W�H�U �G�L�J�L�W�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q ���I�U�R�P �F�H�O�O�X�O�R�L�G �4�O�P �W�R �G�L�J�L�W�D�O �Q�X�P�E�H�U�V���� �D�Q�G �Z�L�W�K �D �W�R�Q�J�X�H��

in-cheek allusion to the importance of the acoustic to combine the letters to 

�P�D�N�H �V�H�Q�V�H�� �L�W �L�V �D�O�O �D�E�R�X�W �W�K�H �Y�L�V�X�D�O�� �D�E�R�X�W �O�L�J�K�W�� �%�H�F�D�X�V�H �W�K�H �O�L�Q�H�V �
�5�H�G�� �� �5�H�G�� 

�� �:�K�L�W�H���� �G�H�S�L�F�W �D�Q �R�S�H�Q�L�Q�J �R�I �W�K�H �H�\�H�V �I�U�R�P �W�K�H �S�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H �R�I �W�K�H �S�H�U�V�R�Q 

who conceives the light through closed eyelids (maybe it’s blood vessels) as 

�U�H�G �4�U�V�W�� �W�K�H�Q �D�V �Z�K�L�W�H �O�L�J�K�W �D�I�W�H�U �R�S�H�Q�L�Q�J �W�K�H �H�\�H�V�� �
�7�K�L�V �� �L�V �� �D �V�F�H�Q�H �� �I�U�R�P 

�� �D �4�O�P �� �O�L�I�H �� �G�U�H�D�P �� �4�O�P�� �O�L�I�H �� �G�U�H�D�P���� �F�K�D�Q�W�V �W�K�H �Q�H�[�W �O�L�Q�H�� �U�K�\�W�K�P�L�F�D�O�O�\ 

�V�Z�L�W�F�K�L�Q�J �I�U�R�P �F�O�R�V�L�Q�J �W�R �R�S�H�Q�L�Q�J�� �I�U�R�P �O�L�J�K�W �W�R �G�D�U�N�� �D�Q�G �L�Q �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �V�W�D�J�H�V 

�R�I �F�R�Q�V�F�L�R�X�V�Q�H�V�V �O�L�N�H �E�H�L�Q�J �D�Z�D�N�H�� �D�V�O�H�H�S�� �R�U �L�P�P�H�U�V�H�G �L�Q �D �4�O�P�� �$�Q�G �W�K�H�Q�� �D�W 

�W�K�H �Y�H�U�\ �H�Q�G �D�W �P�L�Q�� �…���ƒ�ˆ�� �D �U�D�G�L�F�D�O �F�K�D�Q�J�H �R�I �W�K�H �4�O�P �P�R�G�H �K�D�S�S�H�Q�V�� �)�R�U �O�H�V�V 

�W�K�D�Q �R�Q�H �V�H�F�R�Q�G �H�D�F�K�� �W�K�U�H�H �S�L�F�W�X�U�H�V �D�U�H �L�Q�V�H�U�W�H�G�� �D�W �4�U�V�W �D �S�D�U�W �R�I �D �E�O�D�F�N��

�D�Q�G���Z�K�L�W�H �S�K�R�W�R�J�U�D�S�K�� �H�Q�O�D�U�J�H�G�� �J�U�D�L�Q�\�� �S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\ �V�K�R�Z�L�Q�J �D �S�H�U�V�R�Q �V�H�H�L�Q�J 

�W�K�U�R�X�J�K �D �O�R�R�N�L�Q�J �J�O�D�V�V�� �W�K�H�Q �D �S�K�R�W�R�J�U�D�S�K �R�I �D �S�H�U�V�R�Q �L�Q �D �U�X�P�S�O�H�G �E�H�G 

���W�K�H �V�L�W�H �R�I �G�U�H�D�P�L�Q�J���V�O�H�H�S�L�Q�J���G�U�H�D�P�L�Q�J�� �K�X�J�J�L�Q�J �D �S�L�O�O�R�Z�� �Z�L�W�K�R�X�W �W�K�H �K�H�D�G 

�E�H�L�Q�J �V�H�H�Q�� �D�Q�G �4�Q�D�O�O�\ �D �S�U�L�Q�W�H�G �J�U�D�S�K�L�F �U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �D �S�H�U�V�R�Q �Z�L�W�K �D �J�D�V 

mask and a bottle carrying a nuclear radiation label. The speed and rhythm 

�R�I �W�K�H �L�P�D�J�H�V �H�F�K�R �W�K�H �V�S�H�H�G �D�Q�G �U�K�\�W�K�P �R�I �W�K�H �O�D�V�W �W�K�U�H�H �Z�R�U�G�V�� �
�4�O�P �� �O�L�I�H �� 

�G�U�H�D�P���� �V�R �W�K�D�W �Z�H �D�U�H �W�H�P�S�W�H�G �W�R �U�H�D�G �W�K�H �L�P�D�J�H�V �L�Q �F�R�U�U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�Q�F�H �W�R �W�K�H 

�V�F�U�L�S�W ���O�L�N�H�� �W�K�H �4�U�V�W �E�H�L�Q�J �D �4�O�P �V�W�L�O�O �E�O�R�Z�Q �X�S�� �O�L�N�H �L�Q �0�L�F�K�H�O�D�Q�J�H�O�R �$�Q�W�R�Q�L�R�Q�L���V 

sequence of black-and-white photos of a hidden deadly threat in Blow up ���� �� 

�W�K�H �V�H�F�R�Q�G �D �S�K�R�W�R�U�H�D�O�L�V�W�L�F �S�L�F�W�X�U�H�� life�� �W�K�H �W�K�L�U�G�� �W�K�H �P�R�V�W �
�X�Q�U�H�D�O�L�V�W�L�F���� �V�W�\�O-

�L�]�H�G�� �E�X�W �F�R�O�R�U�H�G dream picture). As has been said about the video recorder’s 

�L�P�S�D�F�W �R�Q �4�O�P �D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V �D�Q�G �4�O�P �V�W�X�G�L�H�V�� �L�W �L�V �Q�R�Z �D�O�V�R �J�U�R�X�Q�G�E�U�H�D�N�L�Q�J �I�R�U �4�O�P 

��	 �7�K�L�V �V�R�Q�J �D�O�V�R �F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�V �W�K�H �P�R�W�L�I�V �R�I �O�L�J�K�W �D�Q�G �F�R�Q�W�D�J�L�R�Q�� �
 �:�L�W�K �W�K�H �O�L�J�K�W�V �R�X�W�� �–�W���V �O�H�V�V 

�G�D�Q�J�H�U�R�X�V �� �+�H�U�H �Z�H �D�U�H �Q�R�Z�� �H�Q�W�H�U�W�D�L�Q �X�V �� �– �I�H�H�O �V�W�X�S�L�G �D�Q�G �F�R�Q�W�D�J�L�R�X�V �� �+�H�U�H �Z�H �D�U�H 

�Q�R�Z�� �H�Q�W�H�U�W�D�L�Q �X�V����

���� 	 ... or James Stewart ’s looking glass in Hitchcock’s Rear Window�� �D�Q�R�W�K�H�U �L�F�R�Q �R�I �L�P�P�R-

�E�L�O�L�]�H�G �Z�D�W�F�K�L�Q�J �D�Q�G �S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H �X�Q�V�H�H�Q �G�H�D�W�K�� �„�Œ�ˆ�‡������ �W�K�H �V�S�O�L�W �R�I �D �V�H�F�R�Q�G �R�S�H�Q�V �X�S 

�P�X�O�W�L�S�O�H �F�R�Q�F�D�W�H�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �R�Q�H �5�D�V�K �R�I �D �S�L�F�W�X�U�H��



Pass This On! ����

�U�H�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q �L�Q �D �G�L�J�L�W�D�O �P�D�Q�Q�H�U �W�K�D�W �Z�H �D�U�H �D�E�O�H �W�R �U�H�Z�L�Q�G�� �W�R �K�D�O�W�� �D�Q�G �W�R �S�O�D�\ 

�D�J�D�L�Q�� �V�R �W�K�D�W �W�K�H�V�H �W�L�Q�\ �E�L�W�V �D�Q�G �S�L�H�F�H�V �F�D�Q �E�H �F�R�Q�W�H�P�S�O�D�W�H�G�� 

�7�K�H �V�X�G�G�H�Q �F�K�D�Q�J�H �R�I �P�H�G�L�D �I�R�U�P�D�W�V �F�R�Q�M�X�U�H�V �X�S �D�Q�R�W�K�H�U �I�D�P�R�X�V �R�Q�H�� 

�Z�K�L�F�K �Z�D�V �L�Q �*�H�U�E�D�X�O�H�W���V �P�L�Q�G �I�U�R�P �W�K�H �Y�H�U�\ �E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J�� �7�K�H �R�S�H�Q�L�Q�J �Z�R�U�G�V�� 

�
�D �� �S�L�F�W�X�U�H���� �D�O�U�H�D�G�\ �D�O�O�X�G�H�G �W�R �&�K�U�L�V �0�D�U�N�H�U���V La Jetée ���) �„�Œ�‰�…���� �E�H�F�D�X�V�H �L�W�V 

protagonist was capable of time travel only because he had a picture of the 

desired woman in his mind. ����  In between the series of hundreds of black-and-

white photographs that make up La Jetée �� �I�R�U �W�K�U�H�H �V�H�F�R�Q�G�V �Z�H �V�H�H �D �V�H�T�X�H�Q�F�H 

�Z�K�H�U�H �W�K�H �E�H�O�R�Y�H�G �Z�R�P�D�Q�� �V�O�H�H�S�L�Q�J�� �O�R�R�N�L�Q�J �O�L�N�H ���L�Q�� �D �S�K�R�W�R�J�U�D�S�K�� �R�S�H�Q�V �K�H�U 

�H�\�H�V �D�Q�G �O�R�R�N�V �L�Q�W�R �W�K�H �F�D�P�H�U�D�� �L�Q�W�R �W�K�H �H�\�H�V �R�I �W�K�H �Y�L�H�Z�H�U�� �W�K�X�V �S�U�R�Y�L�Q�J �W�K�H 

�L�P�D�J�H �W�R �E�H �D�O�Z�D�\�V �S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O�O�\ �P�R�Y�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H �O�L�Q�F�K�S�L�Q �I�R�U �0�D�U�N�H�U���V �S�K�L�O�R�V�R�S�K�\ 

�R�I �O�R�Y�H �D�Q�G �W�L�P�H �L�Q �„�Œ�‰�…�� La Jetée did not display writing on or between the 

�S�K�R�W�R�J�U�D�S�K�V ���W�K�H �4�O�P �F�D�O�O�V �L�W�V�H�O�I �D �
�S�K�R�W�R���U�R�P�D�Q���� �D �S�K�R�W�R���Q�R�Y�H�O���� �Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Q�J 

�Z�L�W�K �D �Y�R�L�F�H���R�Y�H�U �W�K�H �V�W�R�U�\ �R�I �D �I�X�W�X�U�H �O�R�R�S �L�Q �W�L�P�H�� �Z�K�H�U�H �D �G�U�H�D�P�L�Q�J �W�L�P�H 

traveler is sent back before World War III in order to call for help in the future 

�D�I�W�H�U�Z�D�U�G�V�� �%�X�W �*�H�U�E�D�X�O�H�W���V �V�K�R�U�W �4�O�P �D�Q�G La Jetée do have some motifs in 

common: no moving images try to catch what is invisible (neither a world war 

�Q�R�U �D �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F���� �W�K�H �O�R�Y�H �R�I �D �Z�R�P�D�Q �L�V �D �I�R�F�D�O �S�R�L�Q�W�� �W�K�H �V�W�R�U�L�H�V �K�L�Q�W �D�W �W�K�H 

�U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I �W�K�H �L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O �D�Q�G �W�K�H �F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Y�H�� �P�D�\�E�H �W�R �K�X�P�D�Q�L�W�\ �D�Q�G �V�X�U�Y�L�Y�D�O�� 

�D�Q�G �W�R �4�O�P�P�D�N�L�Q�J �D�V �V�X�F�K������

�0�D�U�N�H�U���V �4�O�P �R�I�W�H�Q�W�L�P�H�V �K�D�V �E�H�H�Q �U�H�D�G �D�V �D �S�D�U�D�E�O�H �R�I �F�L�Q�H�P�D�� �5�H�L�Q�K�R�O�G 

�*�¸�U�O�L�Q�J �U�H�P�L�Q�G�H�G �X�V �W�K�D�W �W�K�H �W�L�P�H �W�U�D�Y�H�O�H�U �L�V �W�K�H �F�L�Q�H�P�D�J�R�H�U�� �W�K�D�W �W�K�H 

�U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�H�U�V �L�Q �W�K�H �4�O�P �D�F�W �O�L�N�H �F�D�P�H�U�D�P�H�Q�� �D�Q�G �W�K�D�W �O�L�N�H �L�Q �F�L�Q�H�P�D�� �W�K�H 

�S�U�R�W�D�J�R�Q�L�V�W �K�D�V �Q�R �D�W�W�D�F�K�P�H�Q�W �L�Q �W�L�P�H�� �/�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H �L�V �D�O�Z�D�\�V �L�P�D�J�H�� �*�¸�U�O�L�Q�J 

�F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�V �Z�L�W�K �U�H�J�D�U�G �W�R �0�D�U�N�H�U�� �L�Q�V�R�I�D�U �D�V �W�K�H�U�H �L�V �Q�R �P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J �D�W�W�D�F�K�H�G 

�W�R �Z�R�U�G�V �Z�L�W�K�R�X�W �P�H�P�R�U�L�H�V ���*�¸�U�O�L�Q�J �…�ƒ�„�‡�� �Œ�Œ�����D�Q�G �W�K�L�V �K�R�O�G�V �W�U�X�H �I�R�U 

�*�H�U�E�D�X�O�H�W���V �4�O�P �D�V �Z�H�O�O�� �%�X�W �0�D�U�N�H�U���V �4�O�P �L�Q�V�H�U�W �V�W�D�J�H�V �D�Z�D�N�H�Q�L�Q�J �D�Q�G 

�D�Q�L�P�D�W�L�R�Q ���O�L�N�H �L�Q �W�K�H �K�L�V�W�R�U�\ �R�I �4�O�P�� �Z�K�H�U�H �
�%�L�R���6�N�R�S�H�� �L�V �W�U�D�Q�V�O�D�W�H�G �D�V �
�O�L�Y�L�Q�J 

�S�L�F�W�X�U�H�V������ �Z�K�L�O�H �W�K�H �L�Q�V�H�U�W�V �L�Q �D �W�L�P�H �R�I �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �V�K�R�Z �L�P�D�J�H�V �R�I �V�O�H�H�S �D�Q�G 

life-threats. The old media analogues between light and animation and life 

�J�L�Y�H �Z�D�\ �W�R �W�K�R�V�H �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �W�K�H �G�L�J�L�W�D�O �F�R�G�H�� �Y�L�G�H�R �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�V�� �D�Q�G �W�K�H �S�D�Q-

�G�H�P�L�F�� �7�K�H �Y�L�U�X�V �K�D�V �Q�R �O�L�I�H �R�I �L�W�V �R�Z�Q�� �E�X�W �F�R�S�L�H�V �L�W�V �F�R�G�H �L�Q�W�R �O�L�Y�L�Q�J �E�H�L�Q�J�V �L�Q 

�R�U�G�H�U �W�R �U�H�S�U�R�G�X�F�H�� �V�R �W�K�D�W �W�K�H �K�R�V�W���V �F�H�O�O�V �D�U�H �S�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�H�G �W�R �S�D�V�V �R�Q �D �F�R�G�H 

�W�K�D�W �Z�D�V �Q�R�W �W�K�H�L�U�V�� �–�Q �R�U�G�H�U �W�R �U�H�S�U�R�G�X�F�H�� �W�K�L�V �E�H�L�Q�J �G�R�H�V �Q�R�W �Q�H�H�G �W�Z�R �V�H�[�H�V�� 

���� 	 �*�H�U�E�D�X�O�H�W�� �S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �-�X�Q�H �†�ƒ�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ��

���� 	 Chris Marker called La Jetée a remake of Hitchcock’s �9�H�U�W�L�‘�R�� �D�Q�G �K�H �K�D�G �E�H�H�Q �D�Q �D�V�V�L�V-

tant in Resnais’s Nuit et brouillard  ���„�Œ�ˆ�ˆ���� �Z�K�L�F�K �F�R�P�E�L�Q�H�G �D�U�F�K�L�Y�D�O �I�R�R�W�D�J�H �R�I �1�D�]�L 

�F�R�Q�F�H�Q�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q �F�D�P�S�V �Z�L�W�K �F�R�O�R�U �4�O�P������ �D�O�O �R�I �Z�K�L�F�K �R�S�H�Q�V �X�S �Q�H�Z �S�D�W�K�V �R�I �W�U�D�Q�V�I�H�U�V ���O�L�N�H 

�R�Q�H �S�L�F�W�X�U�H �S�D�V�V�L�Q�J �R�Q �
�F�R�Q�W�D�J�L�R�Q�V�� �D�O�R�Q�J �D �O�L�Q�H �R�I �W�U�D�Q�V�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�V���� �0�D�U�N�H�U �V�W�D�W�H�G �W�K�D�W 

he would have discovered the Cinéma vérité more or less unconsciously when strolling 
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https://www.artechock.de/film/text/artikel/2020/07_02_virtuellefestival_debatte_gass.html
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���� Pandemic Media

For inside him there are spirits, or at least little 

�‘�H�Q�L�L�����Z�K�L�F�K���K�D�Y�H���V�H�H�Q���W�R���L�W���W�K�D�W���I�R�U���D���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�R�U��

and I mean a real collector, a collector as he 

�R�X�‘�K�W���W�R���E�H���R�Z�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S���L�V���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���L�Q�W�L�P�D�W�H��

relationship that one can have to objects. Not that 

they come alive in him; it is he who lives in them.  

�:�D�O�W�H�U���%�H�Q�M�D�P�L�Q�����„�Œ�‰�‹�����‰�Š�����
�8�Q�S�D�F�N�L�Q�‘���0�\��

�/�L�E�U�D�U�\�����$���7�D�O�N���D�E�R�X�W���%�R�R�N���&�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Q�‘��

�7�K�H �4�O�P �O�L�E�U�D�U�\ �V�K�D�S�H�V �W�K�H �O�L�Y�H�V �D�Q�G �D�I�W�H�U�O�L�Y�H�V �R�I �P�R�W�L�R�Q �S�L�F�W�X�U�H�V�� �D�Q�G �K�D�V 

�E�H�H�Q �G�R�L�Q�J �V�R �V�L�Q�F�H �W�K�H �J�H�Q�H�V�L�V �R�I �P�R�Y�L�Q�J �L�P�D�J�H �F�X�O�W�X�U�H�� �%�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �„�‹�Œ�‰ �D�Q�G 

�„�Œ�…�†�� �P�D�Q�X�I�D�F�W�X�U�H�U�V �L�Q �W�K�H �8�Q�L�W�H�G �6�W�D�W�H�V�� �(�X�U�R�S�H�� �D�Q�G �W�K�H �8�Q�L�W�H�G �.�L�Q�J�G�R�P 

designed more than twenty portable projectors for non-theatrical screening 

�Y�H�Q�X�H�V �V�X�F�K �D�V �K�R�P�H�V�� �V�F�K�R�R�O�V�� �V�R�F�L�D�O �F�O�X�E�V�� �F�K�X�U�F�K�H�V�� �D�Q�G �U�D�L�O�Z�D�\ �V�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V. 

�%�\ �„�Œ�ƒ�‰�� �W�K�H �–�N�R�Q�R�J�U�D�S�K �H�P�X�O�D�W�H�G �W�K�H �T�X�D�O�L�W�\ �D�Q�G �G�H�V�L�J�Q �R�I �S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O 

�S�U�R�M�H�F�W�R�U�V �L�Q �W�K�H�D�W�U�L�F�D�O �H�[�K�L�E�L�W�L�R�Q �V�S�D�F�H�V�� �D�Q�G �L�W�V �1�H�Z �<�R�U�N���E�D�V�H�G �P�D�Q-

�X�I�D�F�W�X�U�H�U �E�H�J�D�Q �W�R �E�X�\ �W�K�H �U�L�J�K�W�V �W�R �4�O�P�V �I�U�R�P �S�U�R�G�X�F�H�U�V �Z�K�L�O�H �V�X�E�V�H�T�X�H�Q�W�O�\ 

�F�X�W�W�L�Q�J �W�K�H �†�ˆ�P�P �V�W�R�F�N �L�Q �K�D�O�I ���L���H�� �„�Š���ˆ�P�P�� �L�Q �R�U�G�H�U �W�R �E�U�L�Q�J �G�R�Z�Q �W�K�H �F�R�V�W�V�� 

�–�Q�G�H�H�G�� �Q�R�Q���W�K�H�D�W�U�L�F�D�O �H�[�K�L�E�L�W�L�R�Q �U�H�P�D�L�Q�H�G �D �S�U�L�Y�L�O�H�J�H �I�R�U �W�K�H �K�D�S�S�\ �I�H�Z �Z�K�R 

�F�R�X�O�G �D�•�R�U�G �W�R �E�X�\ �W�K�H �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�R�U �D�Q�G �W�K�H �U�H�H�O�V�� �E�R�W�K �R�I �Z�K�L�F�K �H�[�F�H�H�G�H�G �W�K�H 

�F�R�V�W �R�I �D�G�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q �W�R �D �Q�L�F�N�H�O�R�G�H�R�Q �V�K�R�Z�� �%�\ �W�K�H �H�Q�G �R�I �W�K�H �G�H�F�D�G�H�� �P�R�V�W �P�D�Q-

ufacturers had lost faith in the commercial viability of a commercial market for 

�Q�R�Q���W�K�H�D�W�U�L�F�D�O �4�O�P �V�F�U�H�H�Q�L�Q�J�V ���6�L�Q�J�H�U �„�Œ�‹�‹�� �†�Š���‡�…����

�$ �V�L�J�Q�L�4�F�D�Q�W �V�K�L�I�W �R�F�F�X�U�U�H�G �L�Q �„�Œ�„�…�� �Z�K�H�Q �P�X�O�W�L�S�O�H �P�D�Q�X�I�D�F�W�X�U�H�U�V �H�Q�W�H�U�H�G �W�K�H 

home cinema market while developing new projectors that were on par with 

the quality and single-reel-length of features shown in theaters. Four  factors 

contributed to this revival. �)�L�U�V�W�� �W�K�H �E�D�V�H �I�R�U �K�R�P�H �F�L�Q�H�P�D �F�R�Q�V�X�P�S�W�L�R�Q 

had been expanded by professionalization of commercial exhibition into a 

�I�X�O�O���5�H�G�J�H�G �L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\�� �7�K�L�V �W�U�D�Q�V�L�W�L�R�Q �F�R�L�Q�F�L�G�H�G�� �Vecond �� �Z�L�W�K �D �S�U�H�G�L�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q 

for vertical integration as two leading production companies entered the 

�P�D�U�N�H�W �I�R�U �K�R�P�H �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �–�Q �„�Œ�„�…�� �3�D�W�K�« �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G �L�W�V �4�U�V�W �K�R�P�H �F�L�Q�H�P�D 

�S�U�R�M�H�F�W�R�U�� �3�D�W�K�« �.�R�N�� �Z�K�L�F�K �U�D�Q �R�Q �D �X�Q�L�T�X�H�� �Q�R�Q���5�D�P�P�D�E�O�H �…�‹�P�P �4�O�P �V�W�R�F�N�� 

�$�W �W�K�H �V�D�P�H �W�L�P�H�� �(�G�L�V�R�Q �U�H�O�H�D�V�H�G �L�W�V �+�R�P�H �3�U�R�M�H�F�W�L�Q�J �.�L�Q�H�W�R�V�F�R�S�H �L�Q �W�K�H 

�8�Q�L�W�H�G �6�W�D�W�H�V�� �L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�L�Q�J �D �…�…�P�P �V�X�E�V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G �J�D�X�J�H �4�O�P �W�R �W�K�H �Q�R�Q���W�K�H-

atrical screening market. A key asset of both systems was their innovative 

�G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q �V�\�V�W�H�P�� �Z�K�L�F�K �P�D�G�H �L�W �H�D�V�L�H�U �D�Q�G �F�K�H�D�S�H�U �W�R �F�L�U�F�X�O�D�W�H �4�O�P�V 

�I�U�R�P �W�K�H�L�U �F�D�W�D�O�R�J�V�� �(�G�L�V�R�Q�� �I�R�U �H�[�D�P�S�O�H�� �H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G �D �G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q���E�\���P�D�L�O 

�H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H �V�H�U�Y�L�F�H �W�K�D�W �F�L�U�F�X�O�D�W�H�G �W�K�H �.�L�Q�H�W�R�V�F�R�S�H �4�O�P�V �L�Q �D �P�H�W�D�O �F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�U�� 

�Z�K�L�F�K �W�K�H �F�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U �F�R�X�O�G �U�H�W�X�U�Q �E�\ �P�D�L�O �L�Q �H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H �I�R�U �D�Q�R�W�K�H�U �4�O�P �L�Q �W�K�H 

same category ( �6�L�Q�J�H�U �„�Œ�‹�‹�� �‡�…���‡�‰���� Third �� �E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V �E�X�\�H�U�V �O�L�N�H �P�R�W�L�R�Q �S�L�F�W�X�U�H 

�H�[�K�L�E�L�W�R�U�V���W�K�H�Q �U�H�I�H�U�U�H�G �W�R �D�V �
�H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H�V�����E�H�J�D�Q �W�R �F�H�P�H�Q�W �W�K�H�L�U �S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q 



  Opening the Vault ����

�D�V �J�D�W�H�N�H�H�S�H�U�V�� �H�Q�W�H�U�L�Q�J �L�Q�W�R �D�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W�V �Z�L�W�K �D�P�D�W�H�X�U �H�[�K�L�E�L�W�R�U�V �Z�K�R �U�H�Q�W�H�G 

�W�K�H�L�U �W�L�W�O�H�V�� �7�K�L�V �S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H �Z�D�V �I�D�F�L�O�L�W�D�W�H�G�� �I�R�X�U�W�K�� �E�\ �W�K�H �U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �S�D�W�H�Q�W�V 

�D�Q�G �W�K�H �I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �D �Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O �G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�R�U�� �W�K�H �*�H�Q�H�U�D�O �)�L�O�P �&�R�P�S�D�Q�\ ���*�)�&���� 

�Z�K�L�F�K �L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H�G �D �S�U�L�F�L�Q�J �V�\�V�W�H�P �E�D�V�H�G �R�Q �D �4�O�P���V �U�H�O�H�D�V�H �G�D�W�H �D�Q�G �5�D�W 

�U�H�Q�W�D�O �I�H�H�V�� �7�K�L�V �O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�Y�H �I�U�D�P�H�Z�R�U�N �Q�H�F�H�V�V�L�W�D�W�H�G �W�K�H �V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �4�O�P 

�G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q �D�Q�G �H�[�K�L�E�L�W�L�R�Q�� �Z�K�L�F�K �L�Q �W�X�U�Q �H�Q�K�D�Q�F�H�G �W�K�H �Y�D�O�X�H �R�I �4�O�P �Q�H�J�D�W�L�Y�H�V 

���+�R�\�W �…�ƒ�„�‡�� �…�†���…�‡����

�–�W �L�V �D�W �W�K�L�V �S�R�L�Q�W �W�K�D�W �W�K�H �4�O�P �O�L�E�U�D�U�\ �E�H�J�D�Q �W�R �F�R�Q�V�R�O�L�G�D�W�H �L�W�V �S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q �D�V �D 

�J�D�W�H�N�H�H�S�H�U �R�I �W�K�H �F�L�U�F�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �P�R�Y�L�Q�J �L�P�D�J�H�V�� �(�U�L�F �+�R�\�W ���…�ƒ�„�‡�� �„�„�� �L�G�H�Q�W�L�4�H�V 

�I�R�X�U �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�V �Z�K�L�F�K �F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�G �W�R �W�K�L�V �H�Y�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �„�Œ�ƒ�† �D�Q�G 

�„�Œ�„�ˆ�� �W�K�H �L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q �R�I �F�R�S�\�U�L�J�K�W �O�D�Z�V�� �D �V�W�D�U �V�\�V�W�H�P�� �I�H�D�W�X�U�H �4�O�P�V�� �D�Q�G �G�L�V-

�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q �D�Q�G �H�[�K�L�E�L�W�L�R�Q �L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�V�� �%�\ �„�Œ�„�Š�� �W�K�H �S�U�R�4�W�V �R�I �4�O�P �G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�R�U�V 

�V�X�U�S�D�V�V�H�G �W�K�R�V�H �R�I �S�U�R�G�X�F�H�U�V �Z�K�L�O�H �S�L�U�D�W�H�G �S�U�L�Q�W�V �F�L�U�F�X�O�D�W�H�G �Z�L�G�H�O�\�� �W�K�H�U�H�E�\ 

�X�Q�G�H�U�P�L�Q�L�Q�J �W�K�H �Y�D�O�X�H �R�I �4�O�P �F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �6�W�X�G�L�R�V �D�Q�G �P�D�Q�X�I�D�F�W�X�U�H�U�V �V�X�F�K �D�V 

�W�K�H �7�U�L�D�Q�J�O�H �)�L�O�P �&�R�U�S�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q �D�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J�O�\ �E�H�J�D�Q �W�R �L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�]�H �W�K�H�L�U �4�O�P 

�O�L�E�U�D�U�L�H�V�� �7�K�H �D�S�S�H�D�O �R�I �W�K�H�V�H �Y�D�X�O�W�V �E�U�R�D�G�H�Q�H�G �D�I�W�H�U �„�Œ�…�†�� �Z�K�H�Q �V�P�D�O�O���J�D�X�J�H 

�4�O�P �F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V �Z�H�U�H �L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H�G �L�Q �)�U�D�Q�F�H �D�Q�G �W�K�H �8�Q�L�W�H�G �6�W�D�W�H�V�� �7�K�H �)�U�H�Q�F�K 

�Œ���ˆ�P�P �V�P�D�O�O���J�D�X�J�H �V�\�V�W�H�P �F�D�O�O�H�G �
�3�D�W�K�«���%�D�E�\�� �I�D�U�H�G �Z�H�O�O �L�Q �(�X�U�R�S�H �D�Q�G 

�/�D�W�L�Q �$�P�H�U�L�F�D �L�Q �W�K�H �„�Œ�…�ƒ�V�� �D�L�G�H�G �E�\ �L�W�V �F�K�H�D�S�H�U�� �V�P�D�O�O�H�U �Œ���ˆ�P�P �4�O�P �V�W�R�F�N �R�Q 

�W�K�H �R�Q�H �K�D�Q�G�� �D�Q�G �3�D�W�K�«���V �H�[�W�H�Q�V�L�Y�H �4�O�P �O�L�E�U�D�U�\ �R�Q �W�K�H �R�W�K�H�U�� �&�K�D�U�O�H�V �3�D�W�K�« 

�D�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\ �S�X�U�V�X�H�G �W�K�H �L�Q�F�O�X�V�L�R�Q �R�I �Z�H�O�O���N�Q�R�Z�Q �4�O�P�V �L�Q �K�L�V �
�4�O�P�D�W�K�ª�T�X�H�V���� �Z�K�L�F�K 

�Z�H�U�H �D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H �I�R�U �V�D�O�H �R�U �R�Q �D �U�H�Q�W�D�O �E�D�V�L�V�� �D�Q�G �U�D�Q�J�H�G �I�U�R�P �V�L�O�H�Q�W �V�K�R�U�W�V �W�R 

animated features such as Félix the Cat ���„�Œ�…�ˆ���†�‰���� �S�R�S�X�O�D�U �F�R�P�H�G�L�H�V �Z�L�W�K �P�R�Y�L�H 

�V�W�D�U�V �O�L�N�H �0�D�[ �/�L�Q�G�H�U �D�Q�G �&�K�D�U�O�L�H �&�K�D�S�O�L�Q�� �D�Q�G �(�X�U�R�S�H�D�Q �F�O�D�V�V�L�F�V �V�X�F�K �D�V �)�U�L�W�] 

Lang’s Metropolis ���„�Œ�…�Š�� ���6�F�K�Q�H�L�G�H�U �…�ƒ�ƒ�Š����

�–�Q �W�K�H �8�Q�L�W�H�G �6�W�D�W�H�V�� �P�H�D�Q�Z�K�L�O�H�� �W�K�H �L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q �R�I �W�K�H �„�‰�P�P �J�D�X�J�H �L�Q �„�Œ�…�† 

reduced the cost of previous formats while enhancing the portability of both 

�W�K�H �U�H�H�O�V �D�Q�G �W�K�H �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�R�U�� �7�K�H �„�‰�P�P �J�D�X�J�H �H�P�D�Q�D�W�H�G �I�U�R�P �D�Q �D�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W 

�E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �W�K�U�H�H �S�L�R�Q�H�H�U�V �L�Q �W�K�H �P�R�W�L�R�Q �S�L�F�W�X�U�H �L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\�� �Z�K�R �K�D�G �H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G 

�W�K�H�L�U �U�H�S�X�W�D�W�L�R�Q �D�V �W�K�H �P�D�Q�X�I�D�F�W�X�U�H�U�V �R�I �F�D�P�H�U�D�V�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�R�U�V�� �D�Q�G �4�O�P �V�W�R�F�N�� 

�%�H�O�O �D�Q�G �+�R�Z�H�O�O�� �9�L�F�W�R�U���$�Q�L�P�D�W�R�J�U�D�S�K�� �D�Q�G �(�D�V�W�P�D�Q �.�R�G�D�N�� �7�K�L�V �F�R�Q�V�R�U�W�L�X�P 

designed the new gauge as an American response to Pathé’s sway over the 

�Q�R�Q���W�K�H�D�W�U�L�F�D�O �V�F�U�H�H�Q�L�Q�J �P�D�U�N�H�W�� �W�D�S�S�L�Q�J �L�Q�W�R �W�K�H �L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O �G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q 

and rental system which Kodak had established for its photography outlets. 

�%�\ �W�K�H �„�Œ�†�ƒ�V�� �W�K�H �F�D�U�W�H�O �K�D�G �L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�]�H�G �W�K�H�L�U �4�O�P �O�L�E�U�D�U�L�H�V�� �%�H�O�O �D�Q�G 

�+�R�Z�H�O�O���V �)�L�O�P�R �/�L�E�U�D�U�\ �D�Q�G �.�R�G�D�N���V �.�R�G�D�V�F�R�S�H �/�L�E�U�D�U�\�� �V�X�S�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�H�G �E�\ 

�3�D�W�K�«���V �3�D�W�K�«�V�F�R�S�H �/�L�E�U�D�U�\ �D�Q�G �D �U�D�Q�J�H �R�I �V�P�D�O�O�H�U �D�J�H�Q�F�L�H�V�� �F�U�H�D�W�H�G �D �Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N 

�R�I �4�O�P �F�L�U�F�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q �D�Q�G �H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H �Y�L�D �V�W�D�Q�G���D�O�R�Q�H �U�H�Q�W�D�O �D�J�H�Q�F�L�H�V �D�Q�G �G�L�V�W�U�L-

�E�X�W�L�R�Q �L�Q �G�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W �V�W�R�U�H�V�� �G�U�X�J �V�W�R�U�H�V�� �F�D�P�H�U�D �V�K�R�S�V�� �D�Q�G �P�D�L�O���R�U�G�H�U �V�\�V-

tems.  Their catalogs were comprised of entries produced by companies that 

�K�D�G �J�R�Q�H �R�X�W �R�I �E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�� �R�U �Q�H�Z �I�H�D�W�X�U�H�V �W�K�D�W �K�D�G �D�O�U�H�D�G�\ �J�R�Q�H �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �W�K�H�L�U 

�4�U�V�W �U�H�O�H�D�V�H �Z�L�Q�G�R�Z�� �0�H�D�Q�Z�K�L�O�H�� �+�R�O�O�\�Z�R�R�G �V�W�X�G�L�R�V �V�X�F�K �D�V �8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�O���Z�K�L�F�K�� 



���� Pandemic Media

�X�Q�O�L�N�H �W�K�H �Y�H�U�W�L�F�D�O�O�\���L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�H�G �P�D�M�R�U�V�� �G�L�G �Q�R�W �R�Z�Q �D �V�L�J�Q�L�4�F�D�Q�W �G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q 

�Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N���4�U�P�O�\ �H�P�E�U�D�F�H�G �W�K�H�V�H �V�P�D�O�O���J�D�X�J�H �4�O�P �F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V �L�Q �R�U�G�H�U �W�R �V�R�O�L�G-

�L�I�\ �W�K�H�L�U �S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q �R�Q �W�K�H �P�D�U�N�H�W �I�R�U �K�R�P�H �P�R�Y�L�H �H�Q�W�H�U�W�D�L�Q�P�H�Q�W�� �$�V �D �U�H�V�X�O�W�� 

�E�\ �W�K�H �„�Œ�†�ƒ�V�� �+�D�L�G�H�H �:�D�V�V�R�Q ���…�ƒ�ƒ�Š�� �…�„�� �K�D�V �G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�H�G�� �
�W�K�H �F�R�P�P�H�U�F�L�D�O 

�4�O�P �O�L�E�U�D�U�\ �Z�D�V �W�K�H �L�P�D�J�L�Q�H�G �D�Q�G �P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O �V�W�D�J�H �R�Q �Z�K�L�F�K �W�K�H �F�L�Q�H�P�D�W�L�F �Z�R�U�O�G 

�F�D�P�H �W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U �D�Q�G �Z�D�V �V�W�R�U�H�G�� �U�H�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G�� �D�Q�G �U�H�G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�G �D�O�R�Q�J �V�S�H�F�L�4�F 

�O�R�J�L�F�V �W�R �Q�H�Z�O�\ �D�W�R�P�L�]�H�G �4�O�P �D�X�G�L�H�Q�F�H�V���� 

While it is tempting to understand these shifts exclusively in terms of 

�L�Q�Q�R�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�V �L�Q �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\ �R�U �L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�� �+�R�\�W �U�H�P�L�Q�G�V �X�V �W�K�D�W �W�K�H �4�O�P 

�O�L�E�U�D�U�\ �D�O�V�R �5�R�X�U�L�V�K�H�G �L�Q �W�K�H �Z�D�N�H �R�I �W�K�H �H�P�H�U�J�H�Q�F�H �D�Q�G �J�U�R�Z�W�K �R�I �V�S�H�F�L�4�F 

�P�D�U�N�H�W�V�� �V�X�F�K �D�V �E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V �E�X�\�H�U�V �O�L�N�H �P�R�W�L�R�Q �S�L�F�W�X�U�H �H�[�K�L�E�L�W�R�U�V �D�Q�G�� �O�D�W�H�U�� 

television stations. It is not so much that these intermediaries tapped into a 

�F�L�Q�H�S�K�L�O�H �V�H�Q�V�L�W�L�Y�L�W�\ �I�R�U �R�O�G�H�U �4�O�P�V�� �U�D�W�K�H�U�� �W�K�H �H�[�S�O�R�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �W�K�H �4�O�P �O�L�E�U�D�U�\ 

�V�L�J�Q�L�4�H�G �D �F�R�Q�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�Y�H �E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V �V�W�U�D�W�H�J�\ �W�K�D�W �H�Q�D�E�O�H�G �W�K�H�V�H �G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�R�U�V �D�Q�G 

�H�[�K�L�E�L�W�R�U�V �W�R �U�H�L�V�V�X�H �R�O�G�H�U �4�O�P�V �D�W �D �I�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q �R�I �W�K�H �F�R�V�W �R�I �D �Q�H�Z �4�O�P�� �Z�K�L�O�H 

these features were also predictable in their marketability because of their 

�S�U�R�Y�H�Q �V�W�D�U �S�R�Z�H�U�� �S�R�S�X�O�D�U�L�W�\�� �D�Q�G �D�U�W�L�V�W�L�F �P�H�U�L�W�� �–�Q �R�W�K�H�U �Z�R�U�G�V�� �+�R�\�W ���…�ƒ�„�‡�� 

�‰�� �D�U�J�X�H�V�� �
�:�K�D�W �F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H�V �D �O�L�E�U�D�U�\ �X�V�H �G�H�S�H�Q�G�V �R�Q �W�K�H �V�X�E�M�H�F�W���V �S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q �L�Q 

�W�K�H �P�D�U�N�H�W�S�O�D�F�H�� �$ �V�W�X�G�L�R �W�K�D�W �R�Z�Q�V �D �O�L�E�U�D�U�\ �F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�V �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W �X�V�H�V �W�K�D�Q �D�Q 

�H�[�K�L�E�L�W�R�U �W�K�D�W �L�V �F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�L�Q�J �E�X�\�L�Q�J ���R�U�� �P�R�U�H �D�F�F�X�U�D�W�H�O�\�� �U�H�Q�W�L�Q�J�� �4�O�P�V �I�U�R�P �D 

�O�L�E�U�D�U�\���� �–�Q �W�K�H �H�D�U�O�\ �„�Œ�†�ƒ�V�� �I�R�U �H�[�D�P�S�O�H�� �W�K�H �4�O�P �O�L�E�U�D�U�\ �J�D�L�Q�H�G �L�Q �Y�D�O�X�H �D�V �V�W�X-

�G�L�R�V �E�H�J�D�Q �W�R �S�U�R�G�X�F�H �G�H�U�L�Y�D�W�L�Y�H�V���V�X�F�K �D�V �U�H�P�D�N�H�V�� �V�K�R�U�W�V�� �D�Q�G �F�D�U�W�R�R�Q�V��

�R�I �W�K�H�L�U �F�R�S�\�U�L�J�K�W�H�G �R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O�V�� �E�X�W �E�\ �W�K�H �O�D�W�H �„�Œ�‡�ƒ�V �W�K�H�\ �K�D�G �W�X�U�Q�H�G �W�R �W�K�H�L�U 

�Y�D�X�O�W�V �W�R �G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�H �U�H�L�V�V�X�H�V �D�W �D �U�H�O�D�W�L�Y�H�O�\ �O�R�Z �F�R�V�W �E�X�W �K�L�J�K �S�U�R�4�W �P�D�U�J�L�Q��

It is at this moment that the vault emerges as a principal gatekeeper of moving 

�L�P�D�J�H �F�X�O�W�X�U�H�� �H�Q�D�E�O�L�Q�J �P�D�Q�X�I�D�F�W�X�U�H�U�V�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q �F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V�� �D�Q�G �P�R�Y�L�H 

�V�W�X�G�L�R�V �W�R �D�X�J�P�H�Q�W �W�K�H �Y�D�O�X�H �R�I �W�K�H�L�U �O�L�E�U�D�U�L�H�V�� �–�Q �W�K�H �„�Œ�†�ƒ�V�� �:�D�U�Q�H�U �%�U�R�V�� 

�V�\�V�W�H�P�D�W�L�F�D�O�O�\ �E�H�J�D�Q �W�R �V�X�U�Y�H�\ �L�W�V �H�[�L�V�W�L�Q�J �F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q �R�I �V�L�O�H�Q�W �4�O�P�V �L�Q �R�U�G�H�U 

�W�R �L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\ �W�K�R�V�H �W�L�W�O�H�V �Z�L�W�K �O�L�P�L�W�H�G �U�H�L�V�V�X�H �Y�D�O�X�H�� �D�Q�G �W�R �H�[�W�U�D�F�W �V�W�R�F�N �I�R�R�W�D�J�H 

�I�U�R�P �W�K�R�V�H �4�O�P�V �Z�K�L�F�K �L�W �F�R�X�O�G �P�R�Q�H�W�L�]�H �L�Q �W�K�H �I�X�W�X�U�H�� �7�K�H �V�X�U�S�O�X�V �R�I �U�H�P�D�L�Q-

ing silent footage was intentionally destroyed. Copyright anxiety was a key 

�G�U�L�Y�H�U �I�R�U �G�R�L�Q�J �V�R�� �D�V �:�D�U�Q�H�U �D�Q�Q�L�K�L�O�D�W�H�G �W�K�H �V�L�O�H�Q�W �4�O�P�V �L�W �F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�O�\ �R�Z�Q�H�G 

�Z�K�L�O�H �V�D�Y�L�Q�J �W�K�H �4�O�P�V �I�U�R�P �L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W �S�U�R�G�X�F�H�U�V �W�R �Z�K�L�F�K �L�W �Z�D�V �Q�R �O�R�Q�J�H�U 

�H�Q�W�L�W�O�H�G�� �&�R�S�\�U�L�J�K�W �L�Q �W�K�H �D�J�H �R�I �4�O�P ���D�Q�G �O�D�W�H�U�� �Y�L�G�H�R�� �F�D�U�H�I�X�O�O�\ �F�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�H�G 

�W�K�H �U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �S�X�E�O�L�F �L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W �D�Q�G �S�U�L�Y�D�W�H �S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\�� �V�D�I�H�J�X�D�U�G�L�Q�J 

the owner’s right to exploit the work while granting the public access to these 

�F�R�P�P�R�G�L�W�L�H�V ���+�L�O�G�H�U�E�U�D�Q�G �…�ƒ�ƒ�Œ�� �‹�ƒ���� �7�K�H �V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �V�R�X�Q�G �4�O�P �L�Q �W�K�H 

�„�Œ�†�ƒ�V �H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�G �:�D�U�Q�H�U �L�Q �L�W�V �S�X�U�V�X�L�W �R�I �V�X�F�K �S�O�D�Q�Q�H�G �R�E�V�R�O�H�V�F�H�Q�F�H ���+�H�G�L�J�H�U 

�…�ƒ�ƒ�ˆ�� �„�†�‹���� �$�V �Z�L�W�K �W�H�O�H�Y�L�V�L�R�Q �L�Q �W�K�H �„�Œ�ˆ�ƒ�V�� �9�+�6 �L�Q �W�K�H �„�Œ�‹�ƒ�V�� �'�9�' �L�Q �W�K�H �„�Œ�Œ�ƒ�V�� 

�%�O�X���U�D�\ �L�Q �W�K�H �…�ƒ�ƒ�ƒ�V�� �D�Q�G �9�L�G�H�R �R�Q �'�H�P�D�Q�G �L�Q �W�K�H �…�ƒ�„�ƒ�V�� �V�X�F�K �D�Q �H�F�R�Q�R�P�\ 

�R�I �V�F�D�U�F�L�W�\ �D�O�O�R�Z�H�G �F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W �S�U�R�G�X�F�H�U�V�� �D�V �&�D�H�W�O�L�Q �%�H�Q�V�R�Q���$�O�O�R�W�W ���…�ƒ�„�†�� �Š�� 

�F�R�Q�W�H�Q�G�V�� �
�W�R �L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H �S�U�R�4�W�V �E�\ �P�X�O�W�L�S�O�\�L�Q�J �H�[�K�L�E�L�W�L�R�Q �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�V�� �Z�K�L�O�H 



  Opening the Vault ����

animating them “to develop and cater to new media platforms even while ven -

�H�U�D�W�L�Q�J �R�O�G�H�U �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�H�V���� �$�N�L�Q �W�R �W�K�H �4�U�V�W �G�H�F�D�G�H�V �R�I �P�R�Y�L�Q�J �L�P�D�J�H �F�X�O�W�X�U�H�� 

�K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�� �4�O�P �V�W�X�G�L�R�V�� �P�R�Y�L�H �W�K�H�D�W�H�U�V�� �D�Q�G �V�W�U�H�D�P�L�Q�J �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�V �U�H�P�D�L�Q �D�W �W�K�H 

service of the production of desirable new content in order to maintain if not 

augment the market value of their existing collections and staying competitive 

by doing so. Reminiscent of the block booking practices in the age of vertical 

�L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �G�L�J�L�W�D�O �F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W �S�U�R�G�X�F�H�U�V �V�W�L�O�O �D�F�T�X�L�U�H �P�R�V�W �R�I �W�K�H�L�U �U�H�Y�H�Q�X�H �I�U�R�P 

the sales of packages (mostly for television) and thus require fresh commod -

�L�W�L�H�V �L�Q �R�U�G�H�U �W�R �V�W�L�P�X�O�D�W�H �W�K�R�V�H �V�D�O�H�V ���+�R�\�W �…�ƒ�„�‡�� �„�…���„�†�� �„�Œ�‰����

�:�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�Q�� �K�D�S�S�H�Q�V �W�R �F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W �Z�K�H�Q �L�W �L�V �V�W�R�U�H�G �L�Q �D �Y�D�X�O�W �L�Q �W�K�H �P�L�G�V�W �R�I �D 

pandemic? At a time when the production of new motion pictures has come to 

�D �K�D�O�W�� �Z�H �P�L�J�K�W �F�R�Q�W�H�Q�G�� �4�U�V�W�O�\�� �W�K�D�W �D �4�O�P �O�L�E�U�D�U�\ �L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�V �L�Q �P�D�U�N�H�W �Y�D�O�X�H 

�D�Q�G�� �V�H�F�R�Q�G�O�\�� �W�K�D�W �W�K�L�V �D�G�G�H�G �Y�D�O�X�H �F�H�P�H�Q�W�V �W�K�H �S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q �R�I �W�K�H �J�D�W�H�N�H�H�S�H�U 

who circulates this archived content between producers and audiences. For 

�F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W �S�U�R�G�X�F�H�U�V �V�X�F�K �D�V �P�R�Y�L�H �V�W�X�G�L�R�V�� �W�K�H �4�O�P �O�L�E�U�D�U�\ �K�D�V �K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O�O�\ �E�H�H�Q 

�F�R�P�S�U�L�V�H�G �R�I �D �F�D�W�D�O�R�J �R�I �4�O�P�V �W�K�D�W �K�D�Y�H �D�O�U�H�D�G�\ �J�R�Q�H �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �W�K�H�L�U �4�U�V�W �F�\�F�O�H 

�R�I �G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q �D�Q�G �H�[�K�L�E�L�W�L�R�Q�� �X�V�X�D�O�O�\ �D�V �D�Q �H�[�F�O�X�V�L�Y�H �U�H�O�H�D�V�H �L�Q �W�K�H�D�W�H�U�V �R�U �R�Q 

�K�R�P�H �Y�L�G�H�R�� �Y�L�G�H�R �R�Q �G�H�P�D�Q�G�� �S�D�\ �W�H�O�H�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�� �R�U �V�\�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H�G �W�H�O�H�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���R�U�� 

�L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J�O�\�� �D �F�R�P�E�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �W�Z�R �R�U �P�R�U�H �R�I �W�K�H�V�H �U�H�O�H�D�V�H �Z�L�Q�G�R�Z�V�� �)�R�U �W�K�H 

�X�V�H�U�V �R�I �W�K�L�V �F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W�� �P�H�D�Q�Z�K�L�O�H�� �W�K�H �4�O�P �O�L�E�U�D�U�\ �W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\ �R�S�H�U�D�W�H�V �D�V �D 

personal archive which remodels the audience into a collector who is at liberty 

�W�R �F�X�U�D�W�H �W�K�H�L�U �R�Z�Q �F�D�W�D�O�R�J�� �$�W �E�R�W�K �H�Q�G�V �R�I �W�K�L�V �
�5�R�Z�� ���:�L�O�O�L�D�P�V �…�ƒ�ƒ�†�� �Š�Š���„�…�ƒ���� 

home �Y�L�G�H�R �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�V �D�U�H �L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J�O�\ �D�G�M�X�V�W�L�Q�J �W�K�H�L�U �4�O�P �O�L�E�U�D�U�L�H�V �W�R �W�K�H 

�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�Y�H �O�R�J�L�F �R�I �W�K�H �Y�D�X�O�W�� �W�U�D�Q�V�I�R�U�P�L�Q�J �V�W�U�H�D�P�L�Q�J �V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V �L�Q�W�R �J�D�W�H�N�H�H�S�H�U�V 

�Z�K�R �U�H�J�X�O�D�W�H �W�K�H �U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �S�U�R�G�X�F�H�U�V�� �W�H�[�W�V�� �D�Q�G �X�V�H�U�V��

The Corona crisis brought these shifts to the fore. For movie studios whose 

�G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q �Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N �G�R�H�V �Q�R�W �\�H�W �L�Q�F�O�X�G�H �D �K�R�P�H �Y�L�G�H�R �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�� �V�X�F�K �D�V 

�:�D�U�Q�H�U �%�U�R�V���� �8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�O�� �R�U �3�D�U�D�P�R�X�Q�W�� �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �U�H�V�W�R�U�H�V �W�K�H�L�U �F�R�Q�W�U�R�O 

over the circulation of vaulted content to levels unseen since the heyday of 

�Y�H�U�W�L�F�D�O �L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �2�Q �W�K�H �R�W�K�H�U �K�D�Q�G�� �I�R�U �K�R�P�H �G�H�O�L�Y�H�U�\ �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�V �V�X�F�K �D�V 

�1�H�W�5�L�[ �R�U �0�X�E�L�� �Z�K�R �G�R �Q�R�W �K�D�Y�H �P�X�F�K �R�I �D �Y�D�X�O�W �W�R �J�X�D�U�G �R�U �Z�K�R �K�D�Y�H �R�Q�O�\ 

�U�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\ �V�W�D�U�W�H�G �W�R �S�U�R�G�X�F�H �W�K�H�L�U �R�Z�Q �I�H�D�W�X�U�H�V�� �L�W �E�H�F�R�P�H�V �L�P�S�H�U�D�W�L�Y�H �W�R 

license existing content from these vaults in order to maintain the currency 

�R�I �W�K�H�L�U �R�Z�Q�� �V�X�E�V�F�U�L�S�W�L�R�Q���E�D�V�H�G �F�D�W�D�O�R�J�V���X�V�X�D�O�O�\ �D �F�X�U�D�W�H�G �O�L�E�U�D�U�\ �Z�K�L�F�K�� 

�I�R�U �W�K�H �W�L�P�H �E�H�L�Q�J�� �F�D�Q�Q�R�W �E�H �D�P�S�O�L�4�H�G �E�\ �W�K�H �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q �R�I �Q�H�Z �F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W�� �–�Q 

�W�K�L�V �P�H�G�L�D �O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H�� �W�K�H �F�R�Q�Y�H�U�J�H�Q�F�H �R�I �W�K�H �Y�D�X�O�W�� �F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W �S�U�R�G�X�F�H�U�� �D�Q�G 

�S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P �G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�R�U �J�D�L�Q�V �F�X�U�U�H�Q�F�\�� �7�K�H �O�D�X�Q�F�K �R�I �'�L�V�Q�H�\�� �L�Q �1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U �…�ƒ�„�Œ 

�D�W�W�H�V�W�V �W�R �W�K�L�V �K�H�L�J�K�W�H�Q�H�G �V�L�J�Q�L�4�F�D�Q�F�H��

�7�K�H �&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �H�[�S�H�G�L�W�H�G �W�K�L�V �P�R�G�X�V �R�S�H�U�D�Q�G�L�� �–�Q �0�D�U�F�K �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �Z�K�H�Q 

�W�K�H �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q �R�I �Q�H�Z �4�O�P �D�Q�G �W�H�O�H�Y�L�V�L�R�Q �F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W �Z�D�V �K�D�O�W�H�G �L�Q �W�K�H �Z�D�N�H �R�I 

�W�K�H �Y�L�U�X�V���V �J�O�R�E�D�O �V�S�U�H�D�G�� �4�O�P �V�W�X�G�L�R�V�� �Y�L�G�H�R �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�V�� �D�Q�G �F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W �S�U�R�G�X�F�H�U�V 

�V�X�F�K �D�V �1�H�W�5�L�[�� �$�P�D�]�R�Q�� �$�S�S�O�H�� �D�Q�G �'�L�V�Q�H�\ �I�D�F�H�G �D �F�R�Q�X�Q�G�U�X�P�� �2�Q �W�K�H �R�Q�H 



���� Pandemic Media

�K�D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�\ �V�R�X�J�K�W �W�R �P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q �W�K�H�L�U �F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�Y�H �V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J �E�\ �S�R�V�W�S�R�Q�L�Q�J �W�K�H 

�W�K�H�D�W�U�L�F�D�O �U�H�O�H�D�V�H �R�I �Q�H�Z �I�H�D�W�X�U�H�V �W�R �D �S�R�V�W���Y�L�U�D�O �I�X�W�X�U�H�� �D�V �Z�D�V �W�K�H �F�D�V�H �Z�L�W�K 

�W�K�H �W�Z�H�Q�W�\���4�I�W�K �-�D�P�H�V �%�R�Q�G �4�O�P�� No Time to Die ���&�D�U�\ �-�R�M�L �)�X�N�X�Q�D�J�D�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� �2�Q 

�W�K�H �R�W�K�H�U �K�D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�V�H �F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V �E�H�F�D�P�H �W�K�H �N�H�\ �S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�U�V �R�I �Q�H�Z �F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W 

�E�\ �U�H�O�H�D�V�L�Q�J �V�R�P�H �R�I �W�K�H�L�U �Q�H�Z �4�O�P�V �H�[�F�O�X�V�L�Y�H�O�\ �D�Q�G �L�Q�V�W�D�Q�W�D�Q�H�R�X�V�O�\ �R�Q �W�K�H�L�U 

�V�W�U�H�D�P�L�Q�J �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�V�� �D�V �H�Y�L�Q�F�H�G �E�\ �W�K�H �U�H�O�H�D�V�H �R�I �6�S�L�N�H �/�H�H���V �'�D���ˆ���%�O�R�R�G�V 

���…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� �D �1�H�W�5�L�[ �R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O �Z�K�L�F�K�� �D�N�L�Q �W�R �0�D�U�W�L�Q �6�F�R�U�V�H�V�H���V The Irishman ���…�ƒ�„�Œ���� 

was scheduled to have a limited run in theaters before being dropped on the 

�Y�L�G�H�R �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P ���6�P�L�W�V �…�ƒ�…�ƒ����

�$�W �W�K�H �V�D�P�H �W�L�P�H�� �K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�� �W�K�H �4�O�P �O�L�E�U�D�U�\ �K�D�V �V�R�O�L�G�L�4�H�G �L�W�V �V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J �L�Q �W�K�L�V 

pandemic media landscape. With a business model that thrives on the stream -

�L�Q�J �R�I �D�U�F�K�L�Y�H�G �F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W �I�U�R�P �W�K�H �Y�D�X�O�W ���&�U�L�V�S �…�ƒ�„�ˆ�� �‰�…���‰�Š�� �D�Q�G�� �D�V �Z�H �K�D�Y�H �V�H�H�Q�� 

�R�Q �W�K�H �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q �R�I �Q�H�Z�� �H�[�F�O�X�V�L�Y�H �F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W �L�Q �R�U�G�H�U �W�R �P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q �W�K�H �P�D�U�N�H�W 

�Y�D�O�X�H �R�I �W�K�D�W �D�U�F�K�L�Y�H�� �F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V �Z�H�U�H �F�R�P�S�H�O�O�H�G �W�R �H�[�W�U�D�F�W �W�K�H �F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V 

�I�U�R�P �W�K�H�L�U �Y�D�X�O�W�V�� �D�Q�G �W�R �X�Q�O�H�D�V�K �D �F�R�S�\�U�L�J�K�W �Z�D�U �W�R �R�E�W�D�L�Q �W�K�H �O�L�F�H�Q�V�L�Q�J �R�I 

�H�[�L�V�W�L�Q�J �4�O�P �D�Q�G �W�H�O�H�Y�L�V�L�R�Q �F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W �L�Q �R�U�G�H�U �W�R �D�X�J�P�H�Q�W �F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�Y�H �V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J 

�R�I �W�K�H�L�U �O�L�E�U�D�U�L�H�V�� �–�Q �$�S�U�L�O �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �D�W �W�K�H �K�H�L�J�K�W �R�I �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F�� �1�H�W�5�L�[ �D�F�F�R�U�G-

�L�Q�J�O�\ �W�H�D�P�H�G���X�S �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H �)�U�H�Q�F�K �G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�R�U �0�.�… �D�Q�G �O�L�F�H�Q�V�H�G �S�D�U�W �R�I �L�W�V 

�F�D�W�D�O�R�J �I�R�U �W�K�H �)�U�H�Q�F�K �P�D�U�N�H�W�� �W�K�H�U�H�E�\ �R�•�H�U�L�Q�J �L�W�V �V�X�E�V�F�U�L�E�H�U�V �D�F�F�H�V�V �W�R �V�X�F�K 

�F�O�D�V�V�L�F�V �D�V �)�U�D�Q�©�R�L�V �7�U�X�•�D�X�W���V �/�H�V���T�X�D�W�U�H���F�H�Q�W�V���F�R�X�S�V ���„�Œ�ˆ�Œ�� �D�Q�G �-�D�F�T�X�H�V �'�H�P�\���V 

Les parapluies de Cherbourg ���„�Œ�‰�‡���� �'�L�V�Q�H�\�� �P�H�D�Q�Z�K�L�O�H�� �G�H�F�O�D�U�H�G �W�K�D�W �L�W�V �Y�D�X�O�W 

�K�D�G �Q�R�Z �E�H�H�Q �
�R�S�H�Q�H�G�� �L�Q �D�Q �D�W�W�H�P�S�W �W�R �S�U�R�P�R�W�H �L�W�V �Q�H�Z�� �V�X�E�V�F�U�L�S�W�L�R�Q���E�D�V�H�G 

�Y�L�G�H�R �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P �'�L�V�Q�H�\���� �D�Z�D�U�G�L�Q�J �L�W�V �V�X�E�V�F�U�L�E�H�U�V �Z�L�W�K �D�F�F�H�V�V �W�R �D �G�H�O�X�J�H �R�I 

titles which had been buried in its archive for decades. 

�–�Q�G�H�H�G�� �L�W �Z�D�V �'�L�V�Q�H�\ �Z�K�R �4�U�V�W �X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�R�R�G �W�K�H �V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F �L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H �R�I �W�K�H 

vault in an increasingly converged and conglomerated media landscape in 

�Z�K�L�F�K �F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W �Z�R�X�O�G �P�L�J�U�D�W�H �D�F�U�R�V�V �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�H�V�� �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�V�� �I�R�U�P�D�W�V�� �F�L�U�F�X�L�W�V�� 

and borders. Since the re-release of Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs ���„�Œ�†�Š�� �L�Q 

�„�Œ�‡�‡�� �'�L�V�Q�H�\ �E�H�J�D�Q �W�R �V�W�R�U�H �L�W�V �4�O�P�V �L�Q �D �Y�D�X�O�W���W�K�H �L�Q�I�D�P�R�X�V �
�'�L�V�Q�H�\ �9�D�X�O�W����

�D�Q�G �Z�R�X�O�G�� �I�R�U �D �P�R�U�D�W�R�U�L�X�P �S�H�U�L�R�G�� �Q�R�W �P�D�N�H �W�K�H�P �D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H �D�J�D�L�Q �L�Q �H�L�W�K�H�U 

movie theaters or on home media delivery circuits—a practice it maintained 

�G�X�U�L�Q�J �W�K�H �K�H�\�G�D�\ �R�I �9�+�6 �L�Q �W�K�H �„�Œ�‹�ƒ�V �D�Q�G �'�9�' �L�Q �W�K�H �…�ƒ�ƒ�ƒ�V�� �7�K�H �L�G�H�D �Z�D�V 

that this economy of scarcity would augment the market value of the Disney 

library while enabling the media behemoth to strictly regulate the circulation 

of its catalog on  legal or illegal distribution circuits. The arrival of Disney+ in 

�W�K�H �P�L�G�V�W �R�I �D �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F�� �L�Q �R�W�K�H�U �Z�R�U�G�V�� �V�H�H�P�L�Q�J�O�\ �U�H�W�L�U�H�G �W�K�H �F�R�Q�F�H�S�W �R�I �W�K�H 

vault because it strengthened the competitive standing of the home video 

platform in the streaming wars while granting Disney even greater control 

over the distribution and exhibition of its collection. Some of its more contro -

�Y�H�U�V�L�D�O �D�Q�L�P�D�W�H�G �I�H�D�W�X�U�H�V�� �K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�� �V�X�F�K �D�V �W�K�H �E�O�D�W�D�Q�W�O�\ �U�D�F�L�V�W Songs From the 

South ���„�Œ�‡�‰���� �U�H�P�D�L�Q �E�X�U�L�H�G �L�Q �L�W�V �Y�D�X�O�W �L�Q�G�H�4�Q�L�W�H�O�\ �L�Q �W�K�H �K�R�S�H �W�K�D�W �W�K�H�\ �Z�L�O�O 

eventually be forgotten.



  Opening the Vault ����

�7�K�H �4�O�P �O�L�E�U�D�U�\�� �W�K�H�Q�� �U�H�R�U�L�H�Q�W�V �R�X�U �X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J �R�I �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �P�H�G�L�D �D�Z�D�\ 

from the production studio or the movie theater and toward a conceptualiza -

�W�L�R�Q �R�I �W�K�H �Y�D�X�O�W �D�V �D �V�L�J�Q�L�4�F�D�Q�W �V�L�W�H �R�I �R�X�U �H�Q�J�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W �Z�L�W�K �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �V�F�U�H�H�Q 

�F�X�O�W�X�U�H�V�� �1�R�Z �D �P�H�W�L�F�X�O�R�X�V�O�\ �J�X�D�U�G�H�G �L�I �Q�R �O�R�Q�J�H�U �D �P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O �Y�D�X�O�W�� �W�K�H �4�O�P 

�O�L�E�U�D�U�\ �K�D�V �E�H�F�R�P�H �D �J�D�W�H�N�H�H�S�H�U �Z�K�L�F�K �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�V �W�K�H �O�L�Y�H�V �D�Q�G �D�I�W�H�U�O�L�Y�H�V �R�I �4�O�P�� 

�–�Q �W�K�L�V �F�O�R�V�H�G �F�L�U�F�X�L�W�� �W�K�H �S�X�E�O�L�F���V �D�F�F�H�V�V �W�R �W�K�H �Y�D�X�O�W���R�U �W�K�H �O�D�F�N �W�K�H�U�H�R�I���L�V 

�W�U�D�Q�V�O�D�W�H�G �L�Q�W�R �H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F �D�Q�G �F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O �F�X�U�U�H�Q�F�\�� �–�Q �H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F �W�H�U�P�V�� �V�X�E�V�F�U�L�S-

�W�L�R�Q���E�D�V�H�G �Y�L�G�H�R �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�V �V�X�F�K �D�V �1�H�W�5�L�[ �U�H�O�\ �R�Q �W�K�H �V�K�U�H�Z�G �G�H�V�L�J�Q �R�I �W�K�H�L�U 

interface in order to create an illusion of choice and textual abundance in what 

�X�O�W�L�P�D�W�H�O�\ �U�H�P�D�L�Q�V �D �4�Q�L�W�H �F�D�W�D�O�R�J�� �–�Q �R�W�K�H�U �Z�R�U�G�V�� �D�V �5�D�P�R�Q �/�R�E�D�W�R ���…�ƒ�„�Œ�� 

�†�Š�� �H�O�X�F�L�G�D�W�H�V�� �W�K�H �K�R�P�H �Y�L�G�H�R �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P �L�V �
�F�O�R�V�H�G�� �O�L�E�U�D�U�\���O�L�N�H�� �S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O�� 

�D �S�R�U�W�D�O �U�D�W�K�H�U �W�K�D�Q �D �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�� �D �Z�D�O�O�H�G �J�D�U�G�H�Q �U�D�W�K�H�U �W�K�D�Q �D�Q �R�S�H�Q �P�D�U�N�H�W-

�S�O�D�F�H���� �6�X�F�K �D �E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V �P�R�G�H�O �W�K�U�L�Y�H�V �L�Q �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �W�L�P�H�V�� �Z�K�H�Q �W�K�H �V�F�D�U�F�L�W�\ �R�I 

�F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W �L�V �V�L�P�X�O�W�D�Q�H�R�X�V�O�\ �S�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�H�G �D�Q�G �L�Q�D�G�Y�H�U�W�H�Q�W�� �–�Q�G�H�H�G�� �G�X�U�L�Q�J �W�K�H 

�&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ �O�R�F�N�G�R�Z�Q�� �1�H�W�5�L�[ �H�P�H�U�J�H�G �D�V �D �F�K�L�H�I �E�H�Q�H�4�F�L�D�U�\ �R�I �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F�� 

�D�W�W�U�D�F�W�L�Q�J �P�L�O�O�L�R�Q�V �R�I �Q�H�Z �V�X�E�V�F�U�L�E�H�U�V �Z�R�U�O�G�Z�L�G�H �D�V �D�Q �X�Q�S�U�H�F�H�G�H�Q�W�H�G �„�ˆ���‹ 

�P�L�O�O�L�R�Q �Q�H�Z �F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V �Z�H�U�H �D�G�G�H�G �W�R �L�W�V �H�[�L�V�W�L�Q�J �X�V�H�U���E�D�V�H�� �0�H�D�Q�Z�K�L�O�H�� �W�K�H 

�Y�D�O�X�H �R�I �L�W�V �V�K�D�U�H�V �V�N�\�U�R�F�N�H�W�H�G �E�\ �D�O�P�R�V�W �‡�ƒ �S�H�U�F�H�Q�W�� �U�H�Y�D�P�S�L�Q�J �W�K�H �V�W�U�H�D�P�L�Q�J 

�V�H�U�Y�L�F�H �L�Q�W�R �R�Q�H �R�I �W�K�H �K�L�J�K �S�H�U�I�R�U�P�L�Q�J �W�H�F�K���V�W�R�F�N�V �R�I �…�ƒ�…�ƒ��

�–�I �W�K�H �Y�D�X�O�W �J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�H�V �S�U�R�4�W�� �L�W �D�O�V�R �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�V �R�X�U �F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O �D�Q�G �D�•�H�F�W�L�Y�H �H�Q�J�D�J�H-

�P�H�Q�W �Z�L�W�K �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �P�H�G�L�D�� �7�K�L�V �L�V �L�Q �L�W�V�H�O�I �Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J �Q�H�Z�� �–�I�� �D�V �:�D�O�W�H�U �%�H�Q�M�D�P�L�Q 

���„�Œ�‰�‹�� �‰�Š�� �D�O�U�H�D�G�\ �Q�R�W�H�G�� �O�L�E�U�D�U�L�H�V �V�K�D�S�H �R�X�U �V�X�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\�� �W�K�H �V�W�U�H�D�P�L�Q�J �R�I �W�K�H 

�4�P �O�L�E�U�D�U�\ �L�Q �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �W�L�P�H�V �V�L�P�L�O�D�U�O�\ �W�R�S�S�O�H�V �R�X�U �O�L�D�L�V�R�Q �Z�L�W�K �4�O�P�� �$�W �W�K�H 

�O�H�Y�H�O �R�I �Q�D�W�L�R�Q�K�R�R�G�� �J�H�R�E�O�R�F�N�L�Q�J �S�U�R�W�R�F�R�O�V �H�Q�V�X�U�H �W�K�D�W �G�L�J�L�W�D�O �F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W �S�U�R-

�Y�L�G�H�U�V �R�S�H�U�D�W�H �P�R�V�W�O�\ �D�V �
�W�H�U�U�L�W�R�U�L�D�O �F�D�W�D�O�R�J �V�\�V�W�H�P�V�� ���/�R�E�D�W�R �…�ƒ�„�Œ�� �„�Š�Œ���� �–�Q 

�V�S�L�W�H �R�I �W�K�H �S�U�H�W�H�Q�V�H �W�K�D�W �Y�L�G�H�R �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�V �V�X�F�K �D�V �1�H�W�5�L�[ �R�U �$�P�D�]�R�Q �S�U�R�Y�L�G�H 

�L�Q�V�W�D�Q�W �D�Q�G �D�E�V�R�O�X�W�H �D�F�F�H�V�V �W�R �W�K�H�L�U �V�X�E�V�F�U�L�E�H�U�V �L�Q �D�O�O �I�R�X�U �K�H�P�L�V�S�K�H�U�H�V�� �–�3 

���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�H�W �S�U�R�W�R�F�R�O�� �D�G�G�U�H�V�V�H�V �Q�R�Q�H�W�K�H�O�H�V�V �U�H�V�W�U�L�F�W �W�K�H �L�Q�4�Q�L�W�\ �R�I �W�K�H �Y�D�X�O�W �E�\ 

geographical location and thus control which titles users may have access to. 

�1�H�W�5�L�[���V �
�U�H�O�L�D�Q�F�H �R�Q �W�H�U�U�L�W�R�U�L�D�O �F�R�S�\�U�L�J�K�W �O�L�F�H�Q�V�L�Q�J���� �/�R�E�D�W�R ���…�ƒ�„�Œ�� �Š�ƒ�� �H�O�X-

�F�L�G�D�W�H�V�� �
�P�H�D�Q�V �W�K�D�W �L�W �P�D�\ �E�H �E�H�V�W �X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�R�R�G �D�V �D �V�H�U�L�H�V �R�I �Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O �P�H�G�L�D 

�V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V �V�W�L�W�F�K�H�G �W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U �L�Q�W�R �D �V�L�Q�J�O�H �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P����

�–�Q �W�K�L�V �J�H�R�E�O�R�F�N�H�G �V�F�U�H�H�Q �Z�R�U�O�G�� �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �Y�D�X�O�W �P�R�Q�L�W�R�U�V our cinephilia. 

�7�K�H �D�G�Y�H�Q�W �R�I �W�K�H �G�L�J�L�W�L�]�H�G �O�L�E�U�D�U�\ �L�Q �W�K�H �W�Z�H�Q�W�\���4�U�V�W �F�H�Q�W�X�U�\ �I�D�F�L�O�L�W�D�W�H�G �W�K�H 

�J�U�D�G�X�D�O �H�U�R�V�L�R�Q �R�I �W�K�H �S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O�� �G�R�P�H�V�W�L�F �D�U�F�K�L�Y�H �Z�K�L�F�K �K�D�G �G�H�P�D�U�F�D�W�H�G �W�K�H 

�4�U�V�W �K�X�Q�G�U�H�G �\�H�D�U�V �R�I �P�R�Y�L�Q�J �L�P�D�J�H �F�X�O�W�X�U�H�� �$�V �(�U�N�N�L �+�X�K�W�D�P�R ���…�ƒ�„�†�� �ˆ�ƒ���ˆ�„�� 

�Q�R�W�H�V�� �S�U�H���F�L�Q�H�P�D�W�L�F �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�L�R�Q �D�Q�G �R�S�W�L�F�D�O �W�R�\�V�� �V�X�F�K �D�V �W�K�H �7�K�D�X�P�D�W�U�R�S�H 

���„�‹�…�‡�� �D�Q�G �W�K�H �3�K�H�Q�D�N�L�V�W�R�V�F�R�S�H ���„�‹�†�†���� �Z�H�U�H �D�O�U�H�D�G�\ �D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H �I�R�U �S�X�U�F�K�D�V�H 

�L�Q �W�K�H �H�D�U�O�\ �Q�L�Q�H�W�H�H�Q�W�K �F�H�Q�W�X�U�\�� �H�Q�J�H�Q�G�H�U�L�Q�J �D �S�U�R�W�R���F�L�Q�H�S�K�L�O�H �F�X�O�W�X�U�H �W�K�D�W 

�L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H�G �D �
�S�H�U�V�L�V�W�H�Q�F�H �R�I �Y�L�V�L�R�Q�� �Z�K�L�F�K �Z�R�X�O�G �F�R�P�H �W�R �G�H�4�Q�H �D �F�H�Q�W�X�U�\ �R�I 

�F�H�O�O�X�O�R�L�G�� �P�D�J�Q�H�W�L�F�� �D�Q�G �G�L�J�L�W�D�O �F�L�Q�H�S�K�L�O�L�D�� �7�K�L�V �P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O �H�F�R�Q�R�P�\ �R�I �F�L�Q�H�S�K�L�O�L�D 

�O�L�Q�J�H�U�H�G �Z�H�O�O �L�Q�W�R �W�K�H �H�U�D �R�I �9�+�6 �D�Q�G �'�9�'�� �Z�K�H�Q �K�R�P�H �Y�L�G�H�R �I�R�U�P�D�W�V �H�Q�D�E�O�H�G 



���� Pandemic Media

�W�K�H �4�O�P �O�L�E�U�D�U�\ �W�R �U�H�D�O�L�]�H �L�W�V democratic potential (�*�U�H�H�Q�E�H�U�J �…�ƒ�„�ƒ�� �.�O�L�Q�J�H�U 

�…�ƒ�ƒ�‰���� �D�Q�G �
�D �V�S�H�F�L�4�F �W�R�S�R�O�R�J�\ �D�Q�G �P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�L�W�\ �Z�R�X�O�G �V�X�S�S�R�U�W �D�Q�G �G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H 

�F�L�Q�H�S�K�L�O�H �S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V�� ���+�D�J�H�Q�H�U �…�ƒ�„�‰�� �„�‹�‡���� �7�K�H �G�L�J�L�W�D�O �Y�D�X�O�W�� �L�Q �F�R�Q�W�U�D�V�W�� �G�H�P�D-

�W�H�U�L�D�O�L�]�H�V �R�X�U �D�•�H�F�W�L�Y�H �F�L�Q�H�S�K�L�O�L�D �Z�K�L�O�H �H�U�R�G�L�Q�J �L�W�V �G�H�P�R�F�U�D�W�L�F �S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O �L�Q �W�K�H 

�S�U�R�F�H�V�V�� �$�V �H�Y�L�Q�F�H�G �E�\ �W�K�H �&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ �O�R�F�N�G�R�Z�Q�� �L�W �L�V �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W �S�U�R-

�Y�L�G�H�U �Z�K�R �G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�V �Z�K�D�W �Z�H �D�U�H �D�E�O�H �W�R �Z�D�W�F�K�� �Z�K�H�Q �Z�H �D�U�H �D�E�O�H �W�R �G�R �V�R�� 

�D�Q�G �D�W �Z�K�D�W �F�R�V�W�� �3�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �F�L�Q�H�S�K�L�O�L�D �W�K�X�V �P�D�U�N�V �D �P�R�G�D�O�L�W�\ �R�I �V�L�J�Q�D�O �W�U�D�]�F 

�W�K�D�W �5�R�Z�V �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �L�Q�W�H�U�I�D�F�H�V�� �D�O�J�R�U�L�W�K�P�V�� �S�U�R�W�R�F�R�O�V�� �I�R�U�P�D�W�V�� �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�H�V�� 

and infrastructures. Subscription-based video platforms such as MUBI or Net -

�5�L�[ �Q�R�Z �R�S�H�U�D�W�H �D�V �J�D�W�H�N�H�H�S�H�U�V �R�I �D�F�F�H�V�V �D�Q�G �F�X�U�D�W�R�U�V �R�I �W�D�V�W�H�� �F�L�U�F�X�P�Y�H�Q�W�L�Q�J 

the principles of excessive user-choice and consumer autonomy which these 

�V�W�U�H�D�P�L�Q�J �V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V �V�H�O�O �W�R �W�K�H�L�U �X�V�H�U���E�D�V�H�� �–�Q �W�K�H �S�U�R�F�H�V�V�� �W�K�H �K�R�P�H �Y�L�G�H�R 

�S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P �F�R�Q�V�R�O�L�G�D�W�H�V �L�W�V �
�E�L�Q�D�U�\ �U�R�O�H �D�V �W�D�V�W�H�P�D�N�H�U �D�Q�G �H�G�X�F�D�W�R�U�� ���6�P�L�W�V �D�Q�G 
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�&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �L�W �L�V �K�D�U�G �W�R �D�U�J�X�H �W�K�D�W �*�D�X�G�« �G�R�H�V �Q�R�W �K�D�Y�H �D �S�R�L�Q�W�� 

�7�K�L�V �W�L�P�H�� �K�L�V�W�R�U�\ �U�H�D�O�O�\ �G�L�G �Q�R�W �Z�D�L�W �I�R�U �X�V �W�R �J�H�W �U�H�D�G�\�� �–�Q �M�X�V�W �D �I�H�Z �V�K�R�U�W 

�P�R�Q�W�K�V�� �D �Y�L�U�X�V �O�L�V�W�H�Q�L�Q�J �W�R �W�K�H �F�K�D�U�P�L�Q�J �Q�D�P�H �6�$�5�6���&�R�9���… �K�D�V �X�Q�O�H�D�V�K�H�G 

an international public health crisis and brought along economic and political 

upheaval unlike anything most of us have seen in our lifetimes. States around 

the world in quick succession introduced measures that most of us would 

have deemed draconian just half a year ago. Some of us still think that way 

even though a majority has—at times grudgingly—come to accept their 

necessity. When and how (let alone if) all of these will be rolled back probably 

�H�[�F�H�H�G�V �W�K�H �L�P�D�J�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �H�Y�H�Q �W�K�R�V�H �Z�K�R �L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H�G �W�K�H�P �L�Q �W�K�H �4�U�V�W �S�O�D�F�H�� 

�8�O�W�L�P�D�W�H�O�\�� �W�R �F�O�D�L�P �W�K�D�W �P�R�V�W �R�I �X�V �
�J�R�W �U�H�D�G�\�� �L�Q �W�L�P�H �I�R�U �Z�K�D�W �D�Z�D�L�W�H�G �X�V 

�D�O�V�R �5�L�H�V �L�Q �W�K�H �I�D�F�H �R�I �H�Q�W�L�U�H �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�V �D�Q�G �V�R�F�L�H�W�L�H�V ���Z�L�W�K �V�R�P�H �Q�R�W�D�E�O�H 

�H�[�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q�V�� �V�L�P�S�O�\ �Z�L�Q�J�L�Q�J �W�K�H�L�U �U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H �W�R �W�K�H �V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q�� �6�R�P�H �V�W�L�O�O �G�R �V�R�� 

against better judgment.

�-�X�V�W �D�V �W�K�H �F�R�U�R�Q�D�Y�L�U�X�V �K�D�V �G�L�V�U�X�S�W�H�G �W�K�H �Z�R�U�O�G �D�V �Z�H �N�Q�H�Z �L�W�� �P�H�U�F�L�O�H�V�V�O�\ 

�O�D�\�L�Q�J �E�D�U�H �L�W�V �I�U�D�J�L�O�L�W�\�� �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �K�D�V �D�O�V�R �Z�U�R�X�J�K�W �K�D�Y�R�F �R�Q �W�K�H �D�F�D�G�H�P�H�� 

�–�Q �P�\ �R�Z�Q �F�D�V�H�� �L�W �Q�R�W �R�Q�O�\ �I�R�U�F�H�G �P�H �W�R �W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�L�O�\ �O�H�D�Y�H �E�H�K�L�Q�G �W�K�H �F�X�U�U�H�Q�W 

�H�S�L�F�H�Q�W�U�H �R�I �P�\ �D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F �O�L�I�H�� �L�W �K�D�V �D�O�V�R �S�U�R�I�R�X�Q�G�O�\ �U�D�W�W�O�H�G �W�K�H �4�H�O�G�V �– �Z�R�U�N 

in. And while there are more aspects to this than I can cover within the scope 

�R�I �W�K�L�V �H�V�V�D�\�� �R�Q�H �R�I �W�K�H�P���Z�K�D�W �– �K�D�Y�H �F�R�P�H �W�R �F�D�O�O �W�K�H �
�S�L�Y�R�W �W�R �&�2�9�–�'�����L�V 

�Z�R�U�W�K �E�U�L�H�5�\ �U�H�5�H�F�W�L�Q�J �X�S�R�Q �D�W �W�K�L�V �F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O �L�Q�5�H�F�W�L�R�Q �S�R�L�Q�W�� �:�K�\�" �:�H�O�O�� �I�R�U 

�R�Q�H �E�H�F�D�X�V�H �W�K�D�W �L�V �H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O�O�\ �Z�K�D�W �Z�H �J�H�W �S�D�L�G �I�R�U �D�V �D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F�V�� �5�H�5�H�F�W�L�Q�J 

�R�Q �W�K�L�Q�J�V �L�V �L�Q �H�V�V�H�Q�F�H �W�K�H �F�R�U�H �R�I �R�X�U �M�R�E�� �6�H�F�R�Q�G�� �E�H�F�D�X�V�H �W�K�L�Q�N�L�Q�J �D�E�R�X�W 

this particular development can be food for thought when it comes to the 

�G�\�Q�D�P�L�F�V �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�L�Q�J �R�X�U �U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K �D�Q�G �4�H�O�G�V �R�I �V�W�X�G�\ �E�H�I�R�U�H���D�Q�G �L�Q �D�O�O 

likelihood beyond—the COVID era.

�7�K�R�X�J�K�W�V���R�Q���3�L�Y�R�W�L�Q�J��

�:�K�D�W �G�R �– �P�H�D�Q �E�\ �
�S�L�Y�R�W �W�R �&�2�9�–�'���" �–�Q �D �Q�X�W�V�K�H�O�O�� �L�W �V�H�U�Y�H�V �W�R �G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H �W�K�H 

�Z�D�\�V �L�Q �Z�K�L�F�K �P�\ �4�H�O�G���E�H�V�W �V�X�P�P�D�U�L�V�H�G �D�V �M�R�X�U�Q�D�O�L�V�P �D�Q�G �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q 

studies in the social science tradition—has adapted to the pandemic in terms 

of what it researches and the questions it asks. Following the outbreak and 

�W�K�H �V�X�E�V�H�T�X�H�Q�W �O�R�F�N�G�R�Z�Q �P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V �L�Q �F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V �R�X�W�V�L�G�H �R�I �&�K�L�Q�D�� �P�D�Q�\ �F�R�P-

�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q �V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V �K�D�Y�H �W�U�L�H�G �W�R �U�H�W�U�R�4�W �W�K�H�L�U �U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K �D�J�H�Q�G�D �W�R �&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ 

���&�R�U�Q�Z�D�O�O �…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� �– �Z�R�X�O�G�� �E�\ �Q�R �P�H�D�Q�V�� �H�[�F�O�X�G�H �P�\�V�H�O�I �K�H�U�H�� �%�X�W �Z�K�\ �L�V �W�K�D�W �V�R�" 

�:�K�\ �D�U�H �
�Z�H�� �S�L�Y�R�W�L�Q�J�"�� And how should one judge this development? 

��	 �–�W �V�K�R�X�O�G �E�H �Q�R�W�H�G �W�K�D�W �E�\ �
�Z�H���� �
�R�X�U���� �R�U �
�R�X�U �4�H�O�G�� �– �E�U�R�D�G�O�\ �U�H�I�H�U �K�H�U�H �W�R �W�K�H �4�H�O�G�V 

of journalism and communication studies in the social science tradition of which I am 

�D �S�D�U�W�� �Z�L�W�K �D�Q �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V �R�Q �W�K�H �8�6�� �W�K�H �8�.�� �D�Q�G �W�K�H �Z�L�G�H�U �(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���V�S�H�D�N�L�Q�J �Z�R�U�O�G ���D�V 

�R�S�S�R�V�H�G �W�R �W�K�H �
�U�H�O�D�W�L�Y�H�V�� �R�I �W�K�H�V�H �4�H�O�G�V �L�Q �R�W�K�H�U �F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V�� �I�R�U �L�Q�V�W�D�Q�F�H �L�Q �*�H�U�P�D�Q�\�� 

�Z�K�R �R�I�W�H�Q �D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K �W�K�H�V�H �V�X�E�M�H�F�W�V �I�U�R�P �D �K�X�P�D�Q�L�W�L�H�V�� �R�U �F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O �V�W�X�G�L�H�V �S�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H����
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�/�H�W �X�V �V�W�D�U�W �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H �S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O�� �L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O �U�H�D�V�R�Q�V�� �6�F�K�R�O�D�U�V �D�U�H �K�X�P�D�Q�V �W�R�R��

with the same set of emotions as everyone else. Speaking from personal 

�H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H �D�Q�G �W�K�D�W �R�I �I�U�L�H�Q�G�V �D�Q�G �F�R�O�O�H�D�J�X�H�V�� �W�K�H �U�X�V�K �W�R �V�W�D�U�W �Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J �R�Q 

�&�2�9�–�'���U�H�O�D�W�H�G �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�V �F�D�Q �D�W �O�H�D�V�W �S�D�U�W�L�D�O�O�\ �E�H �G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G �D�V �D �F�R�S�L�Q�J �V�W�U�D�W�H�J�\�� 

an attempt to mentally process a deeply traumatic event through one’s work. 

While doctors save lives in hospitals and medical experts work on ways to get 

�D �K�D�Q�G�O�H �R�Q �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J �4�Q�G�L�Q�J �D �Y�D�F�F�L�Q�H�� �L�W �L�V �D�O�V�R �H�D�V�\���D�Q�G �W�K�L�V 

was the case especially in the early days of the pandemic—to feel useless and 

�S�R�Z�H�U�O�H�V�V �D�V �D�Q �D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F �Z�K�R �L�V �Q�R�W �L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G �L�Q �W�K�H�V�H �H�•�R�U�W�V�� �:�K�L�O�H �– �D�P �Q�R�W 

saying that such personal crises generally should be solved through (more) 

�Z�R�U�N�� �I�R�U �V�R�P�H �L�W �L�V �D�Q �H�•�H�F�W�L�Y�H �U�H�P�H�G�\��2 �7�K�H �H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q �
�Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J �W�K�L�Q�J�V �R�X�W�� 

exists for a reason. 

A second personal motivation can be found in what might best be described 

�D�V �D�Q �D�F�W�L�Y�L�V�W �L�P�S�H�W�X�V�� �$�Z�D�U�H �R�I �W�K�H �F�X�P�X�O�D�W�L�Y�H �H�•�H�F�W�V �R�I �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F�� 

�S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\ �L�Q �X�Q�V�W�D�E�O�H�� �X�Q�M�X�V�W�� �R�U �X�Q�H�T�X�D�O �V�R�F�L�R���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F �D�Q�G �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O 

�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�V ���D�U�J�X�D�E�O�\ �W�K�H�V�H �D�W�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�V �R�I�W�H�Q �L�Q�W�H�U�V�H�F�W���� �V�R�P�H �D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F�V �I�R�X�Q�G 

themselves compelled to think about the pandemic as part of larger social and 

�S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O �F�U�L�V�H�V ���1�H�• �…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� �V�R�P�H �R�I �W�K�H�P �S�L�Y�R�W�L�Q�J �W�R �&�2�9�–�'���U�H�O�D�W�H�G �Z�R�U�N �R�X�W �R�I 

a sense of urgency and emergency in order to call attention to the pandemic’s 

role as a catalyst for long-standing structural problems.

�<�H�W�� �– �Z�R�X�O�G �V�X�E�P�L�W �W�K�D�W �W�K�H �F�X�U�U�H�Q�W �U�X�V�K �L�Q �S�L�Y�R�W�L�Q�J �W�R �&�R�U�R�Q�D���U�H�O�D�W�H�G 

�U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�� �H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\ �L�Q �8�6 �D�Q�G �8�.���F�H�Q�W�U�L�F �M�R�X�U�Q�D�O�L�V�P �D�Q�G �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V 

�U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�� �L�V �P�D�L�Q�O�\ �W�K�H �U�H�V�X�O�W �R�I �V�H�Y�H�U�D�O �F�R�Q�F�X�U�U�H�Q�W �S�X�V�K �D�Q�G �S�X�O�O �I�D�F�W�R�U�V �W�K�D�W 

�O�D�U�J�H�O�\ �G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H �K�R�Z �Z�H �R�S�H�U�D�W�H �D�V �4�H�O�G�V�� �%�\ �S�X�V�K �I�D�F�W�R�U�V �– �U�H�I�H�U �K�H�U�H �W�R �W�K�H 

�L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�O �G�\�Q�D�P�L�F�V �R�I �R�X�U �4�H�O�G�V�� �W�K�H �Q�R�U�P�V �D�Q�G ���L�Q���I�R�U�P�D�O �O�R�J�L�F�V �Z�H �K�D�Y�H �V�R�P�H 

�F�R�Q�W�U�R�O �R�Y�H�U �D�Q�G �Z�K�L�F�K �F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�L�V�H �R�X�U �Z�R�U�N�� �3�X�O�O �I�D�F�W�R�U�V�� �R�Q �W�K�H �R�W�K�H�U �K�D�Q�G�� 

�D�U�H �H�[�W�H�U�Q�D�O �G�\�Q�D�P�L�F�V�� �W�K�H �G�H�P�D�Q�G�V �D�Q�G �L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�V �R�I �W�K�H �P�H�G�L�D�� �S�R�O�L�F�\�P�D�N�H�U�V�� 

�I�X�Q�G�H�U�V�� �D�Q�G �W�K�H �S�X�E�O�L�F �D�W �O�D�U�J�H�� �Z�K�L�F�K �Z�H �F�D�Q�Q�R�W �F�R�Q�W�U�R�O �E�X�W �Z�K�L�F�K �W�R �D 

�F�H�U�W�D�L�Q �H�[�W�H�Q�W �V�K�D�S�H �R�X�U �Z�R�U�N���I�R�U �J�R�R�G �D�Q�G �I�R�U �L�O�O ���1�L�H�O�V�H�Q �…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� �6�R �Z�K�D�W �D�U�H 

some of these?

�7�K�H �4�U�V�W ���S�X�V�K�� �I�D�F�W�R�U �L�V�� �– �Z�R�X�O�G �D�U�J�X�H�� �D �O�H�J�L�W�L�P�D�W�H �F�O�D�L�P �R�I �H�[�S�H�U�W�L�V�H�� �6�R�P�H 

of the conundrums and social phenomena thrown into sharp relief by the 

�S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F���H���J�� �S�H�R�S�O�H���V �W�U�X�V�W �L�Q �W�K�H �P�H�G�L�D ���1�L�H�O�V�H�Q �H�W �D�O�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� �K�R�Z �L�Q�I�R�U-

�P�D�W�L�R�Q �5�R�Z�V �D�•�H�F�W �E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�X�U�� �I�D�O�V�H �L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q ���%�U�H�Q�Q�H�Q �H�W �D�O�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� �R�U �W�K�H 

�D�•�R�U�G�D�Q�F�H�V �R�I �Y�L�U�W�X�D�O �H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�V���\�L�H�O�G �W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V �T�X�L�W�H �Z�H�O�O �W�R �W�R�S�L�F�V 

��	 �–�Q �I�D�F�W�� �W�K�H�U�H �D�U�H �V�H�Y�H�U�D�O �L�Q�K�H�U�H�Q�W �U�L�V�N�V �D�Q�G �S�U�R�E�O�H�P�V �L�Q �V�X�F�K �D�Q �D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K �Z�K�L�F�K �V�K�R�X�O�G 

�Q�R�W �J�R �X�Q�D�F�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�G�� �L�Q �S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U �W�K�H �U�L�V�N �W�R �R�Q�H���V �P�H�Q�W�D�O �K�H�D�O�W�K�� �–�Q �D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�� �V�X�F�K 

behaviour is part and parcel of a system which incentivises but seldom rewards over -

�W�L�P�H �Z�R�U�N �D�Q�G �X�Q�H�T�X�D�O�O�\ �G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�V �R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V�� �7�R �S�X�W �L�W �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W�O�\�� �1�R�W �H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H 

currently has the luxury to drop everything and get started on new projects. Rather than 

�U�X�V�K�L�Q�J �W�R �W�K�H �N�H�\�E�R�D�U�G�V�� �Z�H �Z�R�X�O�G �E�H �Z�H�O�O���D�G�Y�L�V�H�G �W�R �W�D�N�H �W�K�L�V �P�R�P�H�Q�W �D�V �D�Q �R�S�S�R�U-

tunity to think about and change some of the structural problems academia undeniably 

has.
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and questions scholars from the humanities and social sciences interested in 

�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q �K�D�Y�H �E�H�H�Q �V�W�X�G�\�L�Q�J �I�R�U �G�H�F�D�G�H�V�� �+�H�Q�F�H�� �L�W �L�V �R�Q�O�\ �Q�D�W�X�U�D�O �W�K�D�W 

we would take an interest in them and have something to say about them (and 

feel an urge to do so).

�6�H�F�R�Q�G�� �D�Q�G �I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J �I�U�R�P �W�K�H �4�U�V�W �S�R�L�Q�W�� �L�V �W�K�D�W �P�D�Q�\ �V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V �V�H�H�P �W�R �V�H�H 

�W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �D�V �D�Q �R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\ �I�R�U ���S�R�V�W���K�R�F�� �O�H�J�L�W�L�P�L�V�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D �F�K�D�Q�F�H �W�R 

prove one’s discipline’s value vis- à-vis other disciplines and areas of research. 

While we have studied many of the abovementioned phenomena in great 

�G�H�S�W�K�� �W�K�L�V �K�D�V �Q�R�W �D�O�Z�D�\�V �W�U�D�Q�V�O�D�W�H�G �L�Q�W�R �J�U�H�D�W�H�U ���H�[�W�H�U�Q�D�O�� �U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�W�L�R�Q �R�I 

�R�X�U �H�[�S�H�U�W�L�V�H �L�Q �W�K�H�V�H �D�U�H�D�V ���1�L�H�O�V�H�Q �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �/�H�Z�L�V �…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� �2�Q�H �R�Q�O�\ �Q�H�H�G�V �W�R 

consult a handful of the many essays and op-eds that are currently being 

�S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G �D�U�R�X�Q�G �&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ �R�Q �V�R�P�H �R�I �W�K�H �W�R�S�L�F�V �W�K�D�W �I�D�O�O �Z�L�W�K�L�Q �R�X�U �D�U�H�D �R�I 

�Z�R�U�N �W�R �4�Q�G �W�K�D�W �D �O�R�W �R�I �W�K�H�P �V�H�H�P �W�R �F�D�U�H �O�L�W�W�O�H �I�R�U �Z�K�D�W �Z�H �D�V �D �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\ 

�R�I �V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V �N�Q�R�Z���D�Q�G �L�I �W�K�H�\ �F�D�U�H�� �W�K�H�Q �R�I�W�H�Q �Z�L�W�K �D �W�R�R �V�W�U�R�Q�J �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V �R�Q 

�V�R�P�H �W�R�S�L�F�V �D�W �W�K�H �H�[�S�H�Q�V�H �R�I �R�W�K�H�U�V�� �–�W �L�V �R�I�W�H�Q �
�V�H�[�L�H�U�� �W�R �U�H�S�R�U�W �R�Q �E�R�W�V�� �W�K�H 

�V�R���F�D�O�O�H�G �
�L�Q�I�R�G�H�P�L�F���� �R�U �S�U�R�S�D�J�D�Q�G�D �W�K�D�Q �L�W �L�V�� �I�R�U �L�Q�V�W�D�Q�F�H�� �W�R �W�K�L�Q�N �D�E�R�X�W �W�K�H 

�O�R�Q�J���W�H�U�P �L�P�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I �W�U�X�V�W�� �W�K�H �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q �V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�H�V �D�Q�G �Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H�V 

�Z�R�Y�H�Q �D�U�R�X�Q�G �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F�� �D�Q�G �W�K�H �O�R�Q�J���W�H�U�P �V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�D�O �G�D�P�D�J�H �&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ 

�L�V �L�Q�5�L�F�W�L�Q�J �R�Q �W�K�H �E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V �R�I �W�K�H �Q�H�Z�V ���W�R �Q�D�P�H �M�X�V�W �D �I�H�Z����

A third factor is arguably a hybrid between push and pull. As Ruth Falkenberg 

�F�R�Q�W�H�Q�G�V�� �P�R�G�H�U�Q �D�F�D�G�H�P�L�D �L�V �V�X�•�X�V�H�G �Z�L�W�K �D�Q �H�S�L�V�W�H�P�L�F �F�D�S�L�W�D�O�L�V�W �O�R�J�L�F �R�I 

�Q�H�R�O�L�E�H�U�D�O �Y�D�O�X�D�W�L�R�Q �V�F�K�H�P�H�V ���V�H�H �D�O�V�R �+�L�F�N�V �H�W �D�O�� �…�ƒ�„�ˆ�� where researchers are 

�
�G�U�L�O�O�H�G �W�R �E�H�F�R�P�H �U�D�S�L�G �U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H �H�[�S�H�U�W�V�� �D�Q�G �I�R�U�F�H�G �W�R �
�I�R�O�O�R�Z �W�K�H �P�R�Q�H�\ 

�Z�K�L�O�H �V�D�F�U�L�4�F�L�Q�J �O�R�Q�J���W�H�U�P �H�S�L�V�W�H�P�L�F �D�J�H�Q�G�D�V �W�R �W�K�H �Q�H�H�G�V �R�I �V�K�R�U�W���W�H�U�P 

�S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\�� ���)�R�F�K�O�H�U �…�ƒ�„�‰�� �)�D�O�N�H�Q�E�H�U�J �…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� �:�K�L�O�H �– �V�O�L�J�K�W�O�\ �G�L�V�D�J�U�H�H �Z�L�W�K 

�)�D�O�N�H�Q�E�H�U�J���V �D�O�O �W�R�R �E�O�H�D�N �D�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W �R�I �W�K�H �V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q�� �H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\ �U�H�J�D�U�G�L�Q�J �W�K�H 

�V�D�F�U�L�4�F�H �R�I �O�R�Q�J���W�H�U�P �D�J�H�Q�G�D�V�� �V�K�H �P�D�N�H�V �D �F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O �S�R�L�Q�W �W�K�D�W �K�D�V �E�H�F�R�P�H �Y�L�V-

ible in the pace with which some scholars have turned on the spot to address 

the pandemic. 

A fourth—and closely linked to the third—pull factor is the demand from 

�I�X�Q�G�H�U�V�� �S�R�O�L�F�\�P�D�N�H�U�V�� �W�K�H �P�H�G�L�D�� �D�Q�G �W�K�H �S�X�E�O�L�F �I�R�U �D�Q�V�Z�H�U�V �D�Q�G �P�R�U�H 

�L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q �R�Q �S�K�H�Q�R�P�H�Q�D �U�H�O�D�W�L�Q�J �W�R �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F�� �(�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\ �L�Q �W�K�H �4�U�V�W 

�Z�H�H�N�V �D�I�W�H�U �W�K�H �R�X�W�E�U�H�D�N�� �W�K�H �D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H �N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H �D�E�R�X�W �L�W�V �F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U-

�L�V�W�L�F�V �D�Q�G �H�•�H�F�W�V �Z�D�V �D�V �W�K�L�Q �D�V �W�K�H �F�D�U�D�P�H�O �F�U�X�V�W �R�Q �D �F�U�ª�P�H �E�U�½�O�«�H�� �$�Q�G 

�Z�K�H�U�H �W�K�H�U�H �L�V �G�H�P�D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�U�H �Z�L�O�O �D�O�Z�D�\�V �E�H �S�H�R�S�O�H �Z�K�R �Z�L�O�O �W�U�\ �W�R �P�H�H�W �L�W�� �–�W 

is not an exaggeration to say that demand for information has been over -

�Z�K�H�O�P�L�Q�J ���)�O�H�W�F�K�H�U �H�W �D�O�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� �Q�R�W �O�H�D�V�W �H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H�G �E�\ �W�K�H �V�W�D�J�J�H�U�L�Q�J �U�L�V�H �L�Q 

viewer and readership numbers witnessed by many outlets in the early days.  

�6�L�P�L�O�D�U�O�\�� �P�D�Q�\ �U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�H�U�V�� �D�W �O�H�D�V�W �L�Q �W�K�H �8�.�� �K�D�Y�H �E�H�H�Q �L�Q�X�Q�G�D�W�H�G �Z�L�W�K 

�P�R�Q�H�\�� �Z�L�W�K �I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J �D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�P�H�Q�W�V �I�R�U �&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ �U�H�O�D�W�H�G �U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K �5�R�R�G�L�Q�J 

�S�H�R�S�O�H���V �L�Q�E�R�[�H�V �L�Q �W�K�H �G�D�\�V �D�Q�G �Z�H�H�N�V �I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J �W�K�H �4�U�V�W �O�R�F�N�G�R�Z�Q�� �/�L�N�H�Z�L�V�H�� 



Pivoting in Times of the Coronavirus ����

�U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�H�U�V �Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J �R�Q �D�U�H�D�V �U�H�O�D�W�H�G �W�R �W�K�H �W�R�S�L�F �K�D�Y�H �E�H�H�Q �L�Q �K�L�J�K���G�H�P�D�Q�G�� 

with some of them reaching superstar status within weeks. 

�*�U�R�X�Q�G���*�L�Y�H�V�����&�D�S�V�W�R�Q�H�V���6�K�L�I�W

�2�I �F�R�X�U�V�H�� �W�K�L�V �O�L�V�W �L�V �I�D�U �I�U�R�P �H�[�K�D�X�V�W�L�Y�H�� �E�X�W �D�O�O �W�K�L�V �E�H�J�V �D �V�H�F�R�Q�G �T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�� 

�–�V �D�O�O �W�K�L�V �S�L�Y�R�W�L�Q�J �D �J�R�R�G �R�U �D �E�D�G �W�K�L�Q�J�" �7�K�H �D�Q�V�Z�H�U�� �– �V�X�J�J�H�V�W�� �O�L�H�V �L�Q �W�K�H �S�D�V�W�� 

�–�Q �D �Z�D�\�� �Z�H �K�D�Y�H �D�O�O �E�H�H�Q �K�H�U�H �E�H�I�R�U�H�� �7�K�H �O�D�V�W �P�D�M�R�U �G�L�V�U�X�S�W�L�R�Q �W�R �W�K�H �4�H�O�G�V 

of journalism and communication research in recent years has arguably 

�E�H�H�Q �W�K�H �%�U�H�[�L�W �U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�G�X�P�� �I�R�O�O�R�Z�H�G �E�\ �W�K�H �H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q �R�I �'�R�Q�D�O�G �7�U�X�P�S �D�Q�G 

the concomitant rise of right-wing populism in various parts of the world. In 

�W�K�H �Z�D�N�H �R�I �W�K�H�V�H�� �D �5�X�U�U�\ �R�I �D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\ �H�Q�V�X�H�G �D�Q�G �V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V �R�I �D�O�O �E�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G�V 

and research traditions rushed to the case. Everyone suddenly seemed to be 

�Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J �R�Q �V�R���F�D�O�O�H�G �
�I�D�N�H �Q�H�Z�V�� ���1�L�H�O�V�H�Q �D�Q�G �*�U�D�Y�H�V �…�ƒ�„�Š���� �W�K�H �G�D�U�N �D�U�W�V �R�I 

�W�K�H �V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G�O�\ �D�O�O���S�R�Z�H�U�I�X�O �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O �G�D�W�D �D�Q�D�O�\�W�L�F�V �L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\ ���6�L�P�R�Q �…�ƒ�„�Œ���� �R�U 

�Q�H�I�D�U�L�R�X�V �E�R�W�V �D�Q�G �R�W�K�H�U �L�Q�5�X�H�Q�F�H �F�D�P�S�D�L�J�Q�V ���.�D�U�S�I �…�ƒ�„�Œ���� �*�U�D�Q�W �D�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V 

�Z�H�U�H �U�H���Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q�� �Q�H�Z �J�U�D�Q�W�V �D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�G�� �U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K �D�J�H�Q�G�D�V �U�H���G�H�4�Q�H�G�� 

�H�[�S�H�U�W�L�V�H �I�U�R�P �R�W�K�H�U �F�R�Q�W�H�[�W�V �D�S�S�O�L�H�G �W�R �W�K�H �Q�H�Z �S�D�U�D�G�L�J�P�� �D�Q�G �V�R �R�Q�� �–�Q �D 

�Z�R�U�G�� �7�K�H �4�H�O�G�V �S�L�Y�R�W�H�G�� 

The motivations of scholars at the time to jump on the bandwagon were eerily 

similar to what we see playing out in front of our eyes at this very moment. For 

�V�R�P�H�� �L�W �Z�D�V �D �Z�D�\ �W�R �F�R�S�H �Z�L�W�K �H�Y�H�Q�W�V �W�K�D�W �P�R�U�H �W�K�D�Q �D �K�D�Q�G�I�X�O �R�I �X�V �H�[�S�H�U�L-

�H�Q�F�H�G �D�V �G�H�H�S�O�\ �G�L�V�W�X�U�E�L�Q�J�� �6�R�P�H �Z�H�U�H �Z�H�O�O���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J �D�Q�G �Z�D�Q�W�H�G �W�R �K�H�O�S�� 

or hoped to achieve change. For others it was the promise of funding and/or 

fame and the felt necessity to pursue these lines of research to survive in a 

�K�\�S�H�U���F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�Y�H�� �Q�H�R���O�L�E�H�U�D�O�L�V�H�G �D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F �P�D�U�N�H�W�� �7�K�H �J�U�R�X�S �G�\�Q�D�P�L�F�V �D�Q�G 

�S�H�H�U �S�U�H�V�V�X�U�H �Z�H�U�H �W�K�H�U�H�� �W�R�R�� �H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H �H�O�V�H �V�H�H�P�H�G �W�R �E�H �G�R�L�Q�J �L�W�� �$�Q�G �V�R�P�H 

truly wanted to understand what was happening and create new knowledge 

�L�Q �W�K�H �S�U�R�F�H�V�V�� �–�Q �P�D�Q�\ �F�D�V�H�V�� �L�W �Z�D�V �D �P�L�[ �R�I �D�O�O �W�K�H�V�H�� �– �F�R�X�O�G �J�R �R�Q�� �E�X�W �D�J�D�L�Q�� 

the scope of this essay is limited. 

�7�K�L�V �L�V �Q�R�W �W�R �V�D�\ �W�K�D�W �W�K�H �U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K �U�H�V�X�O�W�L�Q�J �I�U�R�P �W�K�H�V�H �H�•�R�U�W�V���R�U �U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K 

�U�H�V�X�O�W�L�Q�J �I�U�R�P �V�L�P�L�O�D�U �
�S�L�Y�R�W�V�� �P�R�U�H �E�U�R�D�G�O�\���K�D�V �E�H�H�Q �E�D�G �R�U �O�R�Z �L�Q �T�X�D�O�L�W�\ 

across the board. Some of it has been excellent. A lot of it fell somewhere in 

�E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �8�Q�I�R�U�W�X�Q�D�W�H�O�\�� �V�R�P�H �R�I �L�W �K�D�V �E�H�H�Q �S�R�R�U �D�Q�G �O�D�F�N�L�Q�J �Q�X�D�Q�F�H ���D�Q�G 

�R�Q�H �F�R�X�O�G �S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\ �P�D�N�H �D �F�O�D�L�P �W�K�D�W �W�K�L�V �L�V �R�I�W�H�Q �Z�K�D�W �J�D�L�Q�H�G �Z�L�G�H�U �W�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q���� 

�Z�L�W�K �W�K�H �F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�X�D�O �Z�R�U�N �I�R�F�X�V�L�Q�J �R�Q �D �V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G �
�L�Q�I�R�G�H�P�L�F�����G�H�4�Q�H�G �E�\ 

the WHO as an over-abundance of information that makes it hard for people 

�W�R �4�Q�G �W�U�X�V�W�Z�R�U�W�K�\ �V�R�X�U�F�H�V �D�Q�G �U�H�O�L�D�E�O�H �J�X�L�G�D�Q�F�H���S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J �D �S�H�U�W�L�Q�H�Q�W 

�H�[�D�P�S�O�H�� �5�H�V�H�D�U�F�K �D�G�G�U�H�V�V�L�Q�J �W�K�L�V �
�F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�� �K�D�V �H�[�S�O�R�G�H�G �L�Q �U�H�F�H�Q�W �P�R�Q�W�K�V 

���6�L�P�R�Q �D�Q�G �&�D�P�D�U�J�R �…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� �:�K�L�O�H �G�U�D�Z�L�Q�J �D�Q�D�O�R�J�L�H�V �W�R �H�S�L�G�H�P�L�R�O�R�J�\ �Z�K�H�Q �L�W 

�F�R�P�H�V �W�R �W�K�H �H�[�L�V�W�H�Q�F�H �D�Q�G �V�S�U�H�D�G �R�I ���P�L�V���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q �P�L�J�K�W �E�H �L�Q�W�X�L�W�L�Y�H�� �L�W �L�V 

also misleading and fundamentally misunderstands how information is being 
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�.�D�U�L�Q���)�O�H�F�N

�7�K�L�V���V�K�R�U�W���S�L�H�F�H���G�H�D�O�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���…�ƒ�…�ƒ���U�H�V�X�U�J�H�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�H��

�P�D�U�J�L�Q�D�O��dispositif ���R�I���G�U�L�Y�H���L�Q���W�K�H�D�W�H�U�V���E�\���I�R�F�X�V�L�Q�J��

�R�Q���W�K�H�����G�L�V���S�O�D�F�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���D�X�G�L�H�Q�F�H�����Q�R�V�W�D�O�J�L�D����

�D�Q�G���L�W�V���P�R�G�H�V���R�I���P�R�Y�L�H���D�Q�G���P�X�V�L�F���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�����Z�K�L�F�K��

�D�Q�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H�V���W�K�D�W���R�I���S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F���P�H�G�L�D����

Jenny was sweet. Show a smile for the people she 

needs. I’m trouble, let’s drive. I don’t know the 

way you came alive. 

�6�Q�L�•�����Q�����W�K�H���7�H�D�U�V

�2�Q �0�D�\ �„�…�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �*�H�U�P�D�Q �F�R�P�H�G�L�D�Q �D�Q�G �P�X�V�L�F�L�D�Q �+�H�O�J�H �6�F�K�Q�H�L�G�H�U �U�H�O�H�D�V�H�G �D 

short video message for his fans:

�–�Q �W�K�H �Q�H�D�U �I�X�W�X�U�H�� �– �Z�R�Q���W �E�H �D�E�O�H �W�R �S�H�U�I�R�U�P�� �– �Z�R�X�O�G �W�K�X�V �O�L�N�H �W�R �F�O�D�U�L�I�\ 

�W�K�D�W �– �G�R�Q���W �S�H�U�I�R�U�P �L�Q �I�U�R�Q�W �R�I �F�D�U�V�� �– �G�R�Q���W �S�H�U�I�R�U�P �L�Q �I�U�R�Q�W �R�I �S�H�R�S�O�H 

�Z�K�R �K�D�Y�H �W�R �V�L�W �„���ˆ�P �D�S�D�U�W �I�U�R�P �H�D�F�K �R�W�K�H�U �D�Q�G �Z�H�D�U �D �I�D�F�H �P�D�V�N �D�Q�G �– 

�D�O�V�R �G�R�Q���W �S�H�U�I�R�U�P �R�Q �W�K�H �L�Q�W�H�U�Q�H�W �Y�L�D �V�W�U�H�D�P�L�Q�J �S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V�� �7�R �E�H �K�R�Q�H�V�W�� 

I also don’t want to familiarize myself with that because in streaming ser -

�Y�L�F�H�V�� �D �F�U�X�F�L�D�O �S�D�U�W �R�I �P�\ �Z�R�U�N �L�V �P�L�V�V�L�Q�J�� �Z�K�L�F�K �L�V �\�R�X�� �–�I �W�K�L�Q�J�V �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H 

�D�V �W�K�H�\ �D�U�H�� �W�K�D�W���V �L�W�� ���…�ƒ�…�ƒ��



���� Pandemic Media

�+�H�O�J�H �6�F�K�Q�H�L�G�H�U �P�L�V�V�H�V �K�L�V �D�X�G�L�H�Q�F�H�� �E�X�W �Z�K�D�W �K�H �V�W�D�W�H�V �D�F�W�X�D�O�O�\ �U�H�I�H�U�V �W�R �D 

�O�L�Y�H �D�X�G�L�H�Q�F�H �D�W �D �F�R�Q�F�H�U�W �Y�H�Q�X�H�� �Q�H�J�O�H�F�W�L�Q�J �W�K�H �I�D�F�W �W�K�D�W �Z�L�W�K�L�Q �D �P�R�Q�W�K �K�L�V 

�Y�L�G�H�R �P�H�V�V�D�J�H �K�D�G �D�O�U�H�D�G�\ �F�O�R�F�N�H�G �X�S �D�O�P�R�V�W �‹�ƒ�ƒ���ƒ�ƒ�ƒ �Y�L�H�Z�V�� �7�K�H �D�X�G�L�H�Q�F�H 

had shifted elsewhere a long time ago but Helge refused to follow. �� His 

nostalgia is clearly bound to a place shared with many concert venues and 

�F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\ �H�Q�G�D�Q�J�H�U�H�G �G�X�H �W�R �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F�� �E�X�W �D�O�V�R �W�R �D �V�W�D�W�H�� �Z�K�L�F�K �L�V �W�K�H 

�F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Y�H �H�F�V�W�D�V�\ �R�I �E�H�L�Q�J �S�D�U�W �R�I �D �O�L�Y�H���D�X�G�L�H�Q�F�H�� �W�K�H �F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Y�H �V�L�Q�J�L�Q�J�� �F�O�D�S-

�S�L�Q�J�� �V�Z�D�\�L�Q�J�� �G�D�Q�F�L�Q�J�� �F�K�H�H�U�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G �V�R�P�H�W�L�P�H�V �H�Y�H�Q �W�K�H �V�K�D�E�E�\ �E�D�Q�G �V�K�L�U�W 

that fans wear even many years after the concerts—a material souvenir of the 

experience. 

But a closer look reveals that his statement is about more than his music and 

�F�R�Q�F�H�U�W �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�V�� �–�W �L�V �D�E�R�X�W �D�X�G�L�H�Q�F�H �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H �D�Q�G �V�S�H�F�W�D�W�R�U�V�K�L�S�� �Z�K�L�F�K 

also makes it relevant to think about another currently endangered institu -

�W�L�R�Q�D�O �I�R�U�P�� �Q�D�P�H�O�\ �W�K�H �F�L�Q�H�P�D�� �6�L�Q�F�H �W�K�H�U�H �L�V �Q�R �P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O �S�U�R�R�I �W�K�D�W �F�D�Q �E�H 

�W�D�N�H�Q �K�R�P�H �D�V �D �V�R�X�Y�H�Q�L�U �I�U�R�P �W�K�H �F�L�Q�H�P�D ���H�[�F�H�S�W �W�K�H �W�L�F�N�H�W���� �L�W �L�V �W�K�H �P�H�P�R�U�\ 

�R�I �W�K�H �F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Y�H �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H �W�K�D�W �S�H�U�V�L�V�W�V�� �W�K�H �O�D�X�J�K�W�H�U�� �W�K�H �F�K�D�W �D�I�W�H�U�Z�D�U�G�V�� 

�W�K�H �D�Q�Q�R�\�L�Q�J �F�R�X�S�O�H �V�L�W�W�L�Q�J �Q�H�[�W �W�R �\�R�X�� �D�Q�G �W�K�H �W�D�V�W�H �R�I �W�K�H �S�R�S�F�R�U�Q �R�Q �W�K�D�W 

day. What is thus missed in these pandemic times is not the movies as such 

�E�X�W �D �F�H�U�W�D�L�Q �S�O�D�F�H �W�R �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H �W�K�H�P �L�Q�� �H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\ �Q�H�Z �W�K�H�D�W�U�L�F�D�O �U�H�O�H�D�V�H�V�� 

The idea of consuming movies from home was embraced by streaming ser -

�Y�L�F�H�V �V�X�F�K �D�V �1�H�W�5�L�[�� �3�U�L�P�H�� �D�Q�G �0�X�E�L �W�K�D�W �H�[�W�H�Q�G�H�G �W�K�H�L�U �U�D�Q�J�H�� �0�R�Y�L�H�V �D�Y�D�L�O-

able at the touch of a button are today’s more comfortable alternative with no 

greater risks involved. 

�&�L�Q�H�P�D �U�H�O�H�D�V�H�V�� �K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�� �Z�H�U�H �S�R�V�W�S�R�Q�H�G�� �7�L�P�H �I�U�R�]�H�� �–�I �\�R�X �Z�D�O�N�H�G �S�D�V�W 

�\�R�X�U �I�D�Y�R�U�L�W�H �F�L�Q�H�P�D�� �W�K�H �4�O�P �D�G�V �K�D�Q�J�L�Q�J �D�E�R�Y�H �W�K�H �H�Q�W�U�D�Q�F�H �Z�H�U�H �V�W�L�O�O �W�K�R�V�H 

from mid-March at the moment of their closure. So venues in which to experi -

�H�Q�F�H �P�X�V�L�F �D�Q�G �P�R�Y�L�H�V �Z�H�U�H �F�O�R�V�H�G�� �H�Q�D�E�O�L�Q�J �W�Z�R �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W �Z�D�\�V �R�I �U�H�V�S�R�Q�G-

�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G �L�Q �W�X�U�Q �F�R�Q�M�X�U�L�Q�J �X�S �W�K�H �6�F�K�Q�H�L�G�H�U �F�R�Q�5�L�F�W�� �P�R�X�U�Q�L�Q�J �R�U �P�R�Y�L�Q�J�" 

The movies have moved since their early days at the end of the nineteenth 

�F�H�Q�W�X�U�\�� �D�O�R�Q�J �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H �P�X�V�L�F �D�Q�G �W�K�H �D�X�G�L�H�Q�F�H�� �&�R�P�S�D�U�H�G �W�R �6�F�K�Q�H�L�G�H�U�� 

�P�R�Y�L�H�V �O�L�N�H �W�R �S�O�D�\ �D�W �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W �S�O�D�F�H�V �D�Q�G �4�Q�G �Q�H�Z �Q�L�F�K�H�V�� �/�D�W�H�O�\�� �W�K�H�\ �H�Y�H�Q 

like to resurrect old places they formerly inhabited: because movies don’t 

�P�L�Q�G �S�O�D�\�L�Q�J �L�Q �I�U�R�Q�W �R�I �F�D�U�V�� �7�K�H �V�X�G�G�H�Q�� �G�U�D�V�W�L�F �O�R�F�N�G�R�Z�Q �R�I �W�K�H �F�L�Q�H�P�D �D�Q�G 

its spectators in its classical dispositif  as analyzed by Jean-Louis Baudry and 

�-�H�D�Q���/�R�X�L�V �&�R�P�R�O�O�L �D�W �W�K�H �H�Q�G �R�I �W�K�H �„�Œ�‰�ƒ�V �K�D�V �J�L�Y�H�Q �U�L�V�H �W�R �W�K�H �U�H�V�X�U�J�H�Q�F�H �R�I �D 

marginal dispositif �G�X�U�L�Q�J �W�K�H �&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �L�Q �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �D�Q �H�[�W�U�H�P�H�O�\ �$�P�H�U�L-

can invention called the drive-in. Understanding its socio-cultural implications 

�P�H�D�Q�V �U�H�W�X�U�Q�L�Q�J �W�R �W�K�H �S�U�R�V�S�H�U�R�X�V �S�R�V�W���Z�D�U �$�P�H�U�L�F�D �R�I �W�K�H �„�Œ�ˆ�ƒ�V��

��	 �+�H �L�V �‰�ˆ �\�H�D�U�V �R�O�G �D�Q�G �O�L�N�H�V �W�R �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H �P�X�V�L�F �W�K�H �Z�D�\ �K�H �X�V�H�G �W�R �D�V �D �W�H�H�Q�D�J�H�U�� �Y�L�D 

records and gigs. 



“If You Say You Watch the Movie, You’re a Couple o’ Liars” 71

�7�K�H �4�U�V�W �G�U�L�Y�H���L�Q �Z�D�V �S�D�W�H�Q�W�H�G �L�Q �„�Œ�†�† �E�\ �5�L�F�K�D�U�G �0�� �+�R�O�O�L�Q�J�V�K�H�D�G �R�Q �D �V�H�Y�H�Q��

�D�F�U�H �4�H�O�G �Q�H�D�U �1�H�Z �-�H�U�V�H�\ �D�V �D�Q �R�X�W�G�R�R�U �W�K�H�D�W�H�U �Z�L�W�K �D�X�W�R�P�R�E�L�O�H�V �S�D�U�N�H�G �R�Q 

�L�Q�F�O�L�Q�H�G �U�D�P�S�V�� �+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�� �W�K�H�\ �G�L�G �Q�R�W �U�H�D�F�K �W�K�H�L�U �H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F �E�U�H�D�N�W�K�U�R�X�J�K 

�X�Q�W�L�O �W�K�H�\ �S�H�D�N�H�G �L�Q �W�K�H �O�D�W�H �„�Œ�ˆ�ƒ�V�� �Z�K�H�Q �W�K�H�U�H �Z�H�U�H �R�Y�H�U �‡���ƒ�ƒ�ƒ �G�U�L�Y�H���L�Q�V �L�Q 

�W�K�H �8�6 �D�O�R�Q�H ���)�R�[ �D�Q�G �%�O�D�F�N �…�ƒ�„�„�� �…�Š�…���� �7�K�H �U�H�D�V�R�Q�V �I�R�U �W�K�L�V �F�L�Q�H�P�D�W�L�F �F�R�Q-

�4�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q���V �V�X�F�F�H�V�V �Z�H�U�H �W�K�H �F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���V �S�U�R�V�S�H�U�L�W�\�� �W�K�H �D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�L�O�L�W�\ �R�I �Y�D�F�D�Q�W�� 

�D�F�F�H�V�V�L�E�O�H�� �D�Q�G �F�K�H�D�S �O�D�Q�G�� �D�Q�G �W�K�H �U�L�V�H �R�I �D �F�D�U �F�X�O�W�X�U�H �W�K�D�W �H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G 

�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���V �
�H�P�R�W�L�R�Q�D�O �U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H�L�U �F�D�U�V�� ���6�H�J�U�D�Y�H �„�Œ�Œ�…�� �Y�L�L���� �3�D�U�W 

of the baby boom and the concomitant suburbanization while also part of 

�D�Q �D�W�W�H�P�S�W �W�R �F�X�V�K�L�R�Q �W�K�H �U�D�S�L�G �V�S�U�H�D�G �R�I �7�9�V �L�Q �K�R�X�V�H�K�R�O�G�V�� �G�U�L�Y�H���L�Q�V ���R�U 

�R�]�R�Q�H�U�V�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G �D�V �
�I�R�F�D�O �S�R�L�Q�W�V �R�I �O�R�F�D�O �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V�� �D�Q�G �D�V �D �
�P�L�G�S�R�L�Q�W 

�E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �G�R�P�H�V�W�L�F �D�Q�G �S�X�E�O�L�F �V�S�K�H�U�H�V�� ���*�R�O�G�V�P�L�W�K �„�Œ�Œ�Œ�� �„�ˆ�‹���ˆ�Œ���� �&�R�P�E�L�Q�L�Q�J 

�D �I�D�P�L�O�\���I�U�L�H�Q�G�O�\ �H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W �Z�L�W�K �D�Q �R�F�F�D�V�L�R�Q �W�R �O�L�Y�H �R�X�W �R�E�V�H�V�V�L�Y�H �F�D�U �O�R�Y�H��2 

drive-ins became the comparatively cheap and comfortable alternative �� to 

urban theaters and solved the truly American dilemma of “deciding which he 

�O�L�N�H�V �E�H�W�W�H�U�� �W�K�H �P�R�Y�L�H�V �R�U �D�X�W�R�P�R�E�L�O�H �U�L�G�L�Q�J�� ���9�D�O�H�Q�W�L�Q�H �„�Œ�Œ�‡�� �„�‰�ƒ���� �$�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O 

�V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V �D�Q�G �I�D�F�L�O�L�W�L�H�V �V�X�F�K �D�V �G�L�D�S�H�U �P�D�F�K�L�Q�H�V�� �E�R�W�W�O�H �Z�D�U�P�H�U�V�� �S�O�D�\�J�U�R�X�Q�G�V�� 

�S�H�W�W�L�Q�J �]�R�R�V�� �V�Z�L�P�P�L�Q�J �S�R�R�O�V�� �D�Q�G �5�H�D �P�D�U�N�H�W�V �F�O�H�D�U�O�\ �V�L�W�X�D�W�H�G �P�R�Y�L�H�V �D�V 

just one part of the overall experience: a cinema where the attraction is the 

distraction. 4 Technological aspects (apart from seasonal and temporal con -

straints) in drive-ins were always imperfect compared to their indoor rivals 

�Z�L�W�K �V�R�X�Q�G �G�H�O�L�Y�H�U�\ �V�\�V�W�H�P�V �V�K�L�I�W�L�Q�J �I�U�R�P �K�X�J�H�� �4�[�H�G �V�S�H�D�N�H�U�V �W�R �K�D�Q�J�L�Q�J 

�L�Q�W�H�U�F�R�P �V�S�H�D�N�H�U�V�� �D�Q�G �O�D�W�H�U �)�0 �U�D�G�L�R �W�U�D�Q�V�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q ���)�R�[ �…�ƒ�„�‹�� �†�…���� �%�X�W �W�K�H�L�U 

�W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O �L�Q�H�]�F�L�H�Q�F�\ �G�L�G �Q�R�W �P�D�W�W�H�U �E�H�F�D�X�V�H �W�K�H �P�R�Y�L�H�V �G�L�G �Q�R�W �P�D�W�W�H�U�� 

�D �S�K�H�Q�R�P�H�Q�R�Q �W�K�D�W �E�H�F�D�P�H �H�Y�H�Q �F�O�H�D�U�H�U �L�Q �W�K�H �„�Œ�‰�ƒ�V�� �7�K�H �%�H�D�F�K �%�R�\�V�� �„�Œ�‰�‡ 

�V�R�Q�J �
�'�U�L�Y�H���–�Q���� showed that they understood everything about it: “Forget 

�D�E�R�X�W �W�K�H �S�O�R�W �D�Q�G �W�D�N�H �\�R�X�U �G�D�W�H�V �W�R �W�K�H �G�U�L�Y�H �L�Q���� �7�K�H �G�U�L�Y�H���L�Q �D�V �D �V�L�W�H �I�R�U 

sexual adventures became the sassy supplement to the history of family 

2	 Proof of this love can also be found in the numerous pop songs around car culture 

�E�\ �D�U�W�L�V�W�V �V�X�F�K �D�V �:�R�R�G�\ �*�X�W�K�U�L�H�� �%�R�E �'�\�O�D�Q�� �7�U�D�F�\ �&�K�D�S�P�D�Q�� �-�D�Q�L�V �-�R�S�O�L�Q�� �W�K�H �(�D�J�O�H�V�� 

�6�W�H�S�S�H�Q�Z�R�O�I�� �5�R�V�H �5�R�\�F�H�� �/�D�Q�D �G�H�O �5�H�\�� �D�Q�G �–�J�J�\ �3�R�S�� �W�R �Q�D�P�H �D �I�H�Z�� �7�K�L�V �W�U�H�Q�G�� �M�X�V�W �O�L�N�H 

�W�K�H �G�U�L�Y�H���L�Q�� �Z�D�V �D�O�V�R �D�G�R�S�W�H�G �L�Q �V�R�Q�J�V �E�\ �(�X�U�R�S�H�D�Q �E�D�Q�G�V �V�X�F�K �D�V �5�R�[�H�W�W�H�� �6�Q�L�• ���Q�� �W�K�H 

�7�H�D�U�V�� �0�D�G�Q�H�V�V�� �*�R�O�G�H�Q �(�D�U�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H �%�H�D�W�O�H�V�� �D�Q�G �W�K�H �5�R�O�O�L�Q�J �6�W�R�Q�H�V�� 

��	 �%�\ �F�R�P�I�R�U�W�� �– �D�P �U�H�I�H�U�U�L�Q�J �K�H�U�H �H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\ �W�R �W�K�H �L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�O�L�W�\ �R�I �G�U�H�V�V�� �7�K�H �G�U�L�Y�H���L�Q �Z�D�V 

just one step to liberate family members from the pressure of dressing up when going 

�R�X�W�� �–�Q�V�W�H�D�G�� �I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V �F�R�X�O�G �H�Q�M�R�\ �D �V�K�D�U�H�G �D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\ �Z�L�W�K�R�X�W �K�D�Y�L�Q�J �W�R �Z�R�U�U�\ �D�E�R�X�W 

�E�D�E�\�V�L�W�W�H�U�V �R�U �G�L�Q�Q�H�U�� �7�K�H �N�L�G�V �F�R�X�O�G �E�H �W�D�N�H�Q �L�Q �W�K�H�L�U �S�D�M�D�P�D�V�� �Z�K�L�O�H �I�R�R�G �Z�D�V �H�L�W�K�H�U 

�J�X�D�U�D�Q�W�H�H�G �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �W�K�H �R�•�H�U �R�I �V�Q�D�F�N �E�D�U�V �D�Q�G �G�U�L�Y�H���L�Q �U�H�V�W�D�X�U�D�Q�W�V �R�U �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �V�H�O�I��

�V�X�S�S�O�\�� �Z�K�L�F�K �Z�D�V �D�O�O�R�Z�H�G �L�Q �G�U�L�Y�H���L�Q�V �D�V �R�S�S�R�V�H�G �W�R �F�L�Q�H�P�D�V �G�R�Z�Q�W�R�Z�Q�� 

��	 �7�K�H �W�H�U�P �
�F�L�Q�H�P�D �R�I �G�L�V�W�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q�� �Z�D�V �F�R�L�Q�H�G �E�\ �%�H�Q �*�R�O�G�V�P�L�W�K �L�Q �K�L�V �„�Œ�Œ�Œ �D�U�W�L�F�O�H �D�E�R�X�W 

Australian drive-ins. 

��	 �
�(�Y�H�U�\ �W�L�P�H �– �K�D�Y�H �D �G�D�W�H �W�K�H�U�H���V �R�Q�O�\ �R�Q�H �S�O�D�F�H �W�R �J�R�� �W�K�D�W���V �W�R �W�K�H �G�U�L�Y�H �L�Q�� �–�W���V �V�X�F�K �D 

�J�U�R�R�Y�\ �S�O�D�F�H �W�R �W�D�O�N �D�Q�G �P�D�\�E�H �Z�D�W�F�K �D �V�K�R�Z�� �G�R�Z�Q �D�W �W�K�H �G�U�L�Y�H �L�Q�� �)�R�U�J�H�W �D�E�R�X�W �W�K�H 

�S�O�R�W�� �L�W���O�O �G�R �Y�H�U�\ �Z�H�O�O�� �E�X�W �P�D�N�H �V�X�U�H �\�R�X �V�H�H �H�Q�R�X�J�K �V�R �\�R�X���U�H �S�U�H�S�D�U�H�G �W�R �W�H�O�O�� �D�E�R�X�W 

�W�K�H �G�U�L�Y�H �L�Q�� �–�I �W�K�H �Z�L�Q�G�R�Z�V �J�H�W �I�R�J�J�H�G�� �\�R�X���O�O �K�D�Y�H �W�R �W�D�N�H �D �E�U�H�D�W�K�� �G�R�Z�Q �D�W �W�K�H �G�U�L�Y�H 

�L�Q���–�I �\�R�X �V�D�\ �\�R�X �Z�D�W�F�K �W�K�H �P�R�Y�L�H�� �\�R�X���U�H �D �F�R�X�S�O�H �R�� �O�L�D�U�V����



���� Pandemic Media

�G�U�L�Y�H���L�Q�V�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J �I�R�J�J�H�G �Z�L�Q�G�R�Z�V �D�Q�G �F�D�U�V �S�D�U�N�H�G �L�Q �W�K�H �O�D�V�W �U�R�Z�� �N�Q�R�Z�Q �D�V 

�
�/�R�Y�H �/�D�Q�H���� �E�R�X�Q�F�L�Q�J �X�S �D�Q�G �G�R�Z�Q�� �&�D�U�V �S�D�U�N�H�G �R�Q �
�/�R�Y�H �/�D�Q�H�� �K�D�G �W�R �S�D�\ 

additional fees but considering the more prudish and restrictive educative 

�P�H�W�K�R�G�V �R�I �W�K�H �W�L�P�H�� �P�R�V�W �D�G�R�O�H�V�F�H�Q�W�V �Z�H�O�F�R�P�H�G �G�U�L�Y�H���L�Q�V �D�V �W�K�H �R�Q�O�\ �S�O�D�F�H 

�I�R�U �V�H�F�U�H�W �J�H�W�D�Z�D�\�V�� �
�/�R�Y�H �/�D�Q�H�� �L�Q�G�H�H�G �O�R�V�W �D �E�L�W �R�I �L�W�V �S�R�S�X�O�D�U�L�W�\ �Z�K�H�Q �W�K�H 

�J�H�D�U �V�W�L�F�N �L�Q �F�D�U �P�R�G�H�O�V �V�W�D�U�W�H�G �W�R �E�H �S�O�D�F�H�G �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �W�K�H �W�Z�R �I�U�R�Q�W �V�H�D�W�V�� 

�L�Q�V�W�H�D�G �R�I �Q�H�[�W �W�R �W�K�H �V�W�H�H�U�L�Q�J �Z�K�H�H�O�� �–�Q �W�K�L�V �G�H�V�L�J�Q�� �W�K�H �
�V�H�S�D�U�D�W�H�G�� �V�H�D�W�V 

�Z�H�U�H �P�R�U�H �U�H�P�L�Q�L�V�F�H�Q�W �R�I �W�K�R�V�H �L�Q �G�R�Z�Q�W�R�Z�Q �F�L�Q�H�P�D�V�� �Z�K�H�U�H �W�K�H �O�D�V�W �U�R�Z 

continues to be the favorite place for getting closer in touch with a date. 

�0�H�D�Q�Z�K�L�O�H�� �W�K�H �4�U�V�W �G�U�L�Y�H���L�Q�V �Z�H�U�H �F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O�O�\ �H�[�S�R�U�W�H�G �W�R �(�X�U�R�S�H��6 �7�K�H �4�U�V�W 

�R�Q�H �R�S�H�Q�H�G �L�Q �„�Œ�‰�ƒ �D�Q�G �V�W�L�O�O �R�S�H�U�D�W�H�V �W�R�G�D�\ �L�Q �*�U�D�Y�H�Q�E�U�X�F�K�� �Q�H�D�U �)�U�D�Q�N�I�X�U�W�� �$ 

�F�X�U�L�R�V�L�W�\ �D�Q�G �D�Q�R�W�K�H�U �S�U�R�G�X�F�W �R�I �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q �&�X�O�W�X�U�D�O �–�P�S�H�U�L�D�O�L�V�P�� �W�K�L�V �H�O�H�P�H�Q�W 

�R�I �W�K�H �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q �O�L�I�H�V�W�\�O�H �Z�D�V �V�R�O�G �D�V �G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G �E�\ �4�O�P �V�F�K�R�O�D�U �1�L�O�V �3�H�L�O�H�U�� 

“There was an outdoor-cinema for individualists who wanted to watch a movie 

from their cars while eating Burgers at a time when US soldiers were still sta -

�W�L�R�Q�H�G �D�Q�G ���)�D�V�W �)�R�R�G�� �Z�D�V �D �I�R�U�H�L�J�Q �Z�R�U�G�� ���3�H�L�O�H�U �…�ƒ�„�‰�� �„�…���� �7�K�H �G�U�L�Y�H���L�Q�V�� �O�H�D�S 

�W�R �(�X�U�R�S�H�D�Q �G�H�V�W�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V �K�D�S�S�H�Q�H�G �D�W �W�K�H �H�Q�G �R�I �W�K�H �„�Œ�‰�ƒ�V�� �D �W�L�P�H �R�I �F�K�D�Q�J�H 

in audience demographics and the beginning of Hollywood’s restructuring 

�S�U�R�F�H�V�V�� �W�D�U�J�H�W�L�Q�J �D �\�R�X�Q�J�H�U �D�X�G�L�H�Q�F�H�� �7�K�H �X�O�W�L�P�D�W�H �U�H�V�X�O�W �R�I �W�K�L�V �H�D�U�O�\ �1�H�Z 

Hollywood is The Graduate  ���0�L�N�H �1�L�F�K�R�O�V�� �„�Œ�‰�‹���� �Z�K�L�F�K �S�U�R�P�R�W�H�V �D �V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O 

�G�D�W�H �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �W�K�H �W�Z�R �S�U�R�W�D�J�R�Q�L�V�W�V �D�W �D �G�U�L�Y�H���L�Q�� �F�K�D�W�W�L�Q�J �D�Q�G �H�D�W�L�Q�J �E�X�U�J�H�U�V 

�W�R �6�L�P�R�Q �D�Q�G �*�D�U�I�X�Q�N�H�O���V �
�%�L�J �%�U�L�J�K�W �*�U�H�H�Q �3�O�H�D�V�X�U�H �0�D�F�K�L�Q�H�����D �Z�L�Q�N �W�R 

�K�D�S�S�\�� �F�R�Q�V�X�P�L�Q�J �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�V�� �7�K�H �I�D�L�O�H�G �Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q �R�I �W�K�L�V �G�D�W�H �I�R�O�O�R�Z�V �W�H�Q �\�H�D�U�V 

later in the musical comedy Grease  ���5�D�Q�G�D�O �.�O�H�L�V�H�U�� �„�Œ�Š�‹���� �Z�K�L�F�K �U�H�Y�H�D�O�V �W�K�H 

worst-case scenario �� �R�I �E�H�L�Q�J �V�W�X�F�N �Q�H�[�W �W�R �J�U�D�E�E�L�Q�J�� �D�E�X�V�L�Y�H�� �D�Q�G �L�Q�I�H�F�W�L�R�X�V 

company in the enclave of the car. Here lies the fallacy of the presumed 

�V�D�I�H�W�\ �L�Q �F�D�U�V�� �O�X�U�L�Q�J �F�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U�V �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H�L�U �H�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�H �G�H�V�L�J�Q�V �D�Q�G �F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�O�D�E�O�H 

�J�D�G�J�H�W�V �W�R �I�H�H�O �V�D�I�H �D�Q�G �V�R�X�Q�G�� �R�U�� �D�V �L�Q �.�D�U�L�Q �%�L�M�V�W�H�U�Y�H�O�G �H�W �D�O�����V �W�Z�L�V�W�H�G �I�R�U�P�X-

�O�D�W�L�R�Q �
�V�R�X�Q�G �D�Q�G �V�D�I�H���� 

��	 �%�X�W �F�R�P�S�D�U�H�G �W�R �W�K�H�L�U �Z�L�G�H �H�[�W�H�Q�W �L�Q �W�K�H �8�6�� �W�K�H�\ �Q�H�Y�H�U �U�H�D�O�O�\ �H�[�F�H�H�G�H�G �W�K�H �V�W�D�W�X�V �R�I 

�F�X�U�L�R�V�L�W�L�H�V�� �E�H�F�D�X�V�H �L�Q �(�X�U�R�S�H �W�K�H �S�U�D�J�P�D�W�L�F �Q�R�W�L�R�Q �R�I �F�D�U�V �D�V �D �P�H�D�Q�V �R�I �W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W�D�W�L�R�Q 

prevailed.

��	 �7�K�L�V �R�Q�O�\ �S�H�U�W�D�L�Q�V �W�R �Z�R�U�V�W���F�D�V�H �V�F�H�Q�D�U�L�R �I�R�U �G�D�W�H�V �D�W �G�U�L�Y�H���L�Q�V�� �7�K�H �U�H�D�O �Z�R�U�V�W���F�D�V�H 

�K�D�S�S�H�Q�V �L�Q �W�K�H �4�O�P Targets ���3�H�W�H�U �%�R�J�G�D�Q�R�Y�L�F�K�� �„�Œ�‰�‹���� �Z�K�H�U�H �W�K�H �G�U�L�Y�H���L�Q �E�H�F�R�P�H�V �W�K�H 

target for a killer’s rampage. 



“If You Say You Watch the Movie, You’re a Couple o’ Liars” ����

 

�>�)�L�J�X�U�H �‚�@ Trapped in the Car ���6�F�U�H�H�Q�V�K�R�W�� �.�D�U�L�Q �)�O�H�F�N ���������� ����

�–�Q �W�K�H �V�F�H�Q�H�� �'�D�Q�Q�\���V �� �-�R�K�Q �7�U�D�Y�R�O�W�D�� �D�G�Y�D�Q�F�H�V �W�R �W�K�H �V�K�\�� �Z�H�O�O���E�H�K�D�Y�H�G �6�D�Q�G�\ 

���2�O�L�Y�L�D �1�H�Z�W�R�Q �-�R�K�Q�� �D�U�H �F�R�Q�V�W�D�Q�W�O�\ �U�H�M�H�F�W�H�G�� �$�V �W�K�H �V�F�U�H�H�Q�V�K�R�W �D�E�R�Y�H ���4�J�� �„�� 

�V�K�R�Z�V�� �W�K�H �I�U�R�Q�W �R�I �W�K�H �Z�L�Q�G�V�K�L�H�O�G �L�V �W�K�H �P�R�V�W �W�H�O�O�L�Q�J�� �1�R�W �R�Q�O�\ �G�R�H�V �L�W�V �I�U�D�P�H�� 

�Y�L�V�X�D�O�O�\ �V�H�S�D�U�D�W�L�Q�J �W�K�H�P�� �D�Q�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H �W�K�H �X�S�F�R�P�L�Q�J �F�R�Q�5�L�F�W�� �E�X�W �W�K�H �Z�L�Q�G-

�V�K�L�H�O�G �D�V �D �Z�K�R�O�H �H�Y�H�Q �U�H�S�O�D�F�H�V �W�K�H �V�F�U�H�H�Q ���R�U �L�V �W�K�H �V�F�U�H�H�Q���� �D�Q�G �U�H�Y�H�D�O�V �Z�K�D�W 

�W�K�H �G�U�L�Y�H���L�Q �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H �L�V �U�H�D�O�O�\ �D�E�R�X�W�� �P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J �Z�K�D�W �K�D�S�S�H�Q�V �L�Q�V�L�G�H �U�D�W�K�H�U 

than outside the car. The windshield could thus be described as a double-

�V�L�G�H�G �V�F�U�H�H�Q�� �–�W �L�V �D �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�L�R�Q �V�X�U�I�D�F�H �I�R�U �W�K�H �G�L�V�D�V�W�U�R�X�V �G�U�L�Y�H���L�Q �G�D�W�H�� �R�U�� �S�X�W 

�D�Q�R�W�K�H�U �Z�D�\�� �D �P�R�Y�L�H �D�E�R�X�W �P�R�Y�L�H �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H �D�W �G�U�L�Y�H���L�Q�V�� �Z�K�H�U�H�D�V �I�U�R�P �W�K�H 

�R�S�S�R�V�L�W�H �S�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H �E�H�K�L�Q�G �W�K�H �Z�K�H�H�O�� �W�K�H �Z�L�Q�G�V�K�L�H�O�G �D�O�V�R �Z�R�U�N�V �D�V �D �P�L�U�U�R�U�� 

�U�H�5�H�F�W�L�Q�J �W�K�H �G�U�L�Y�H���L�Q �V�S�H�F�W�D�W�R�U�V�� �G�L�V�W�U�D�F�W�H�G �D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�� �7�R �D �J�U�H�D�W �H�[�W�H�Q�W�� �W�K�H 

spectator’s drift towards other activities is also provoked by the radio trans -

mission of movie sound and the car radio as a personally controllable audio 

�G�H�Y�L�F�H �H�Q�D�E�O�L�Q�J �Z�K�D�W �%�L�M�V�W�H�U�Y�H�O�G �H�W �D�O�� �F�D�O�O�H�G �
�D�F�R�X�V�W�L�F �F�R�F�R�R�Q�L�Q�J�� ���…���� �$�X�G�L�W�R�U�\ 

�L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q �L�V �U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W�O�\ �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �W�K�H �U�D�G�L�R �W�K�D�Q �G�X�U�L�Q�J �D �O�L�Y�H���F�R�Q-

�F�H�U�W�� �Z�K�L�F�K �P�D�N�H�V �O�L�V�W�H�Q�L�Q�J �D �F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O�O�\ �O�H�D�U�Q�H�G �E�X�W �D�O�V�R �K�L�H�U�D�U�F�K�L�]�H�G �S�U�R�F�H�V�V�� 

�$�Q�D�K�L�G �.�D�V�V�D�E�L�D�Q �F�D�W�H�J�R�U�L�]�H�G �U�D�G�L�R �P�X�V�L�F �D�V �
�X�E�L�T�X�L�W�R�X�V �P�X�V�L�F���� �Z�K�L�F�K �L�V �
�W�K�H 

�N�L�Q�G �R�I �P�X�V�L�F �W�K�D�W �Z�H �O�L�V�W�H�Q �W�R �D�V �S�D�U�W �R�I �R�X�U �H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�� �D�Q�G �Z�K�L�F�K �F�R�X�O�G 

�
�L�Q�Y�L�V�L�E�O�\ �D�F�F�R�P�S�D�Q�\ �D�Q�\ �N�L�Q�G �R�I �D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\�� ���…�ƒ�„�†�� �‡���� �%�X�W �W�K�H �V�R�U�W �R�I �G�L�V�W�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q 

�D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\ �'�D�Q�Q�\ �S�X�U�V�X�H�V �L�V �R�•�H�Q�V�L�Y�H �L�Q �6�D�Q�G�\���V �H�\�H�V�� �V�R �V�K�H �H�Q�G�V �W�K�H �V�F�H�Q�H 

�R�X�W�U�D�J�H�G �E�\ �O�H�D�Y�L�Q�J �D �G�H�Y�D�V�W�D�W�H�G �'�D�Q�Q�\ �D�O�R�Q�H �D�W �D �G�U�L�Y�H���L�Q �P�R�Y�L�H��8 shouting 

�G�H�V�S�H�U�D�W�H�O�\ �D�I�W�H�U �K�H�U�� �
�6�D�Q�G�\�� �\�R�X �F�D�Q���W �M�X�V�W �Z�D�O�N �R�X�W �R�I �D �G�U�L�Y�H���L�Q����

��	 �:�K�L�F�K �L�V �D�O�V�R �W�K�H �W�L�W�O�H �R�I �D�Q �L�Q�V�W�U�X�P�H�Q�W�D�O �V�R�Q�J �R�I �W�K�H �V�D�P�H �Q�D�P�H�� �I�H�D�W�X�U�H�G �R�Q �W�K�H Grease 

record single of You’re the One that I Want . 



���� Pandemic Media

 

�>�)�L�J�X�U�H ���@ �$ �K�H�D�U�W�E�U�R�N�H�Q �'�D�Q�Q�\ �V�L�Q�J�V �W�K�H �V�R�X�Q�G�W�U�D�F�N �W�R �W�K�H �V�L�O�H�Q�W �D�G�V �D�W �W�K�H �G�U�L�Y�H���L�Q�� ���6�F�U�H�H�Q-

�V�K�R�W�� �.�D�U�L�Q �)�O�H�F�N ���������� ����

The feeling of being alone at a drive-in is not only the dramatic consequence 

�R�I �'�D�Q�Q�\���V �I�D�L�O�H�G �G�D�W�H �E�X�W �D �V�H�Q�V�D�W�L�R�Q �W�K�D�W �L�V �V�\�P�S�W�R�P�D�W�L�F �I�R�U �G�U�L�Y�H���L�Q�V�� �Z�K�H�U�H 

spectators are sitting isolated in the self-enclosed space of the car: a private 

�E�X�E�E�O�H �L�Q �W�K�H �S�X�E�O�L�F �G�U�L�Y�H���L�Q �D�U�H�D�� �Z�K�L�F�K �W�H�Q�G�V �W�R �I�H�H�O �H�Y�H�Q �P�R�U�H �S�U�L�Y�D�W�H �R�Q�F�H 

�W�K�H �V�S�D�F�H �L�V �4�O�O�H�G �Z�L�W�K �G�D�U�N�Q�H�V�V �D�W �Q�L�J�K�W�� �'�U�L�Y�H���L�Q�V �W�K�X�V �E�U�L�Q�J �W�K�H �
�R�X�W�V�L�G�H 

�H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�� �R�I �F�L�Q�H�P�D�V �W�R �W�K�H �L�Q�V�L�G�H �R�I �R�Q�H���V �R�Z�Q �I�R�X�U �Z�K�H�H�O�V�� �S�U�R�Y�R�N�L�Q�J 

closer contact between those inside the vehicle while keeping everything out -

�V�L�G�H �D�W �D �F�O�R�V�H �G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�� �%�X�W �W�K�H�U�H �L�V �V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J �D�E�R�X�W �7�U�D�Y�R�O�W�D���V �4�O�P�R�J�U�D�S�K�\ �L�Q 

�S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U �W�K�D�W �S�U�H�G�H�V�W�L�Q�H�V �K�L�P �D�V �W�K�H �L�F�R�Q�L�F �4�J�X�U�H �R�I �W�K�H�V�H �H�P�S�W�L�H�G �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F 

�F�L�Q�H�P�D�W�L�F �V�S�D�F�H�V�� �–�Q �I�D�F�W�� �W�K�H �O�R�R�N �R�I �O�R�Q�H�O�\ �7�U�D�Y�R�O�W�D �D�W �W�K�H �G�U�L�Y�H���L�Q �D�V �L�Q �W�K�H 

�V�F�U�H�H�Q�V�K�R�W �D�E�R�Y�H ���4�J�� �…�� �L�V �Q�R�W �X�Q�I�D�P�L�O�L�D�U�� �J�L�Y�H�Q �W�K�D�W �W�K�H �*�5�. �
�&�R�Q�4�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V 

�R�I �)�L�O�P�� �F�K�R�V�H �D �V�S�H�F�L�4�F �F�R�Q�4�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �W�K�H �
�&�R�Q�I�X�V�H�G �7�U�D�Y�R�O�W�D �*�–�)�� �I�R�U 

�W�K�H�L�U �Z�H�E�V�L�W�H�� �Z�K�L�F�K �V�K�R�Z�V �K�L�P �L�Q �W�K�H �P�R�U�H �W�K�D�Q �H�Y�H�U �D�E�D�Q�G�R�Q�H�G �V�S�D�F�H �R�I 

the cinema with empty rows of red seats. The GIF is a future outcome of the 

�H�[�S�H�U�W �R�I �Q�R�V�W�D�O�J�L�F �U�H�V�X�U�U�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �4�X�H�Q�W�L�Q �7�D�U�D�Q�W�L�Q�R �K�L�P�V�H�O�I�� �Z�K�R �U�H�Y�L�Y�H�G 

�W�K�H �4�J�X�U�H �R�I �G�D�Q�F�L�Q�J �7�U�D�Y�R�O�W�D �I�R�U Pulp Fiction �L�Q �„�Œ�Œ�‡�� �7�K�H �V�F�H�Q�H �S�U�H�F�H�G�L�Q�J �K�L�V 

famous dance at the Jack Rabbit Slim’s Twist Contest served as a basis for the 

�*�–�)�� �&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�H�G �E�\ �K�L�V �E�R�V�V �W�R �W�D�N�H �R�X�W �K�L�V �Z�L�I�H�� �W�K�H �F�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W �N�L�O�O�H�U �9�L�Q�F�H�Q�W 

�9�H�J�D �� �-�R�K�Q �7�U�D�Y�R�O�W�D�� �Q�H�H�G�V �W�R �S�L�F�N �X�S �0�L�D �:�D�O�O�D�F�H ���8�P�D �7�K�X�U�P�D�Q�� �I�U�R�P �K�R�P�H�� 

where she communicates with him via a semi-hidden intercom speaker. The 

confusion in the scene stems from his irritation as to the source of her acous -

�P�D�W�L�F �Y�R�L�F�H�� �Z�K�L�O�H �0�L�D �:�D�O�O�D�F�H �L�V �L�Q �F�R�Q�W�U�R�O �R�I �9�H�J�D �D�Q�G �W�K�H �R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �W�K�H 

speaker. 



“If You Say You Watch the Movie, You’re a Couple o’ Liars” ����

 

�>�)�L�J�X�U�H ���@ �&�R�Q�I�X�V�H�G �7�U�D�Y�R�O�W�D �D�W �W�K�H �&�L�Q�H�P�D ���:�H�E�V�L�W�H �&�R�Q�4�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I �)�L�O�P �����‚���� ����

�:�K�D�W �F�R�Q�I�X�V�H�G �7�U�D�Y�R�O�W�D �L�V �O�R�R�N�L�Q�J �I�R�U �L�Q �W�K�L�V �U�H�F�R�Q�4�J�X�U�H�G �Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q �R�I �W�K�H 

�*�–�) �I�U�R�P �W�K�H �:�H�E�V�L�W�H �&�R�Q�4�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I �)�L�O�P ���4�J�� �†�� �L�V �W�K�H �P�L�V�V�L�Q�J �D�X�G�L�H�Q�F�H��

Part of that missing audience is currently sitting in one of the many hundred 

drive-ins �� �L�Q �*�H�U�P�D�Q�\�� �D �Z�H�O�O���Y�L�V�L�W�H�G �H�[�W�U�D �V�H�W�X�S �I�R�U �P�R�Y�L�H �H�Q�W�H�U�W�D�L�Q�P�H�Q�W 

during the pandemic. Even my small hometown Zweibrücken in southwest 

Germany set up a drive-in at the former airport site ���� —a military relict from 

�&�D�Q�D�G�L�D�Q�V�� �1�R�U�W�K �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�V�� �7�K�H �…�ƒ�…�ƒ �G�U�L�Y�H���L�Q �V�F�H�Q�D�U�L�R �L�Q�W�H�U�W�Z�L�Q�H�V �W�Z�R �N�L�Q�G�V 

�R�I �D�X�G�L�H�Q�F�H�V�� �Q�D�P�H�O�\ �W�K�H �D�E�V�H�Q�W �D�X�G�L�H�Q�F�H �R�I �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �D�Q�G �W�K�H �V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�H�G 

�U�H�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�L�Q�J �R�I �W�K�H �D�X�G�L�H�Q�F�H �H�•�H�F�W�H�G �E�\ �W�K�H �G�U�L�Y�H���L�Q�� �7�K�H �I�R�U�P�H�U �L�V �U�H�F�R�Q-

�4�J�X�U�H�G �E�\ �G�L�V�S�H�U�V�L�R�Q�� �Z�K�H�U�H�D�V �W�K�H �O�D�W�W�H�U �L�V �G�L�V�W�U�D�F�W�H�G �E�\ �W�K�H �U�H���F�R�Q�4�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q 

of the apparatus. 

�–�Q �W�K�H �W�U�D�L�O�H�U �I�R�U �W�K�H �…�ƒ�„�Œ �G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\ At the Drive-in�� �D �I�H�P�D�O�H �Q�D�U�U�D�W�R�U 

explains the current fascination of younger generations for this format with 

nostalgia in the sense of an ache: an ache to return to that unknown place of 

�W�K�H �G�U�L�Y�H���L�Q�� �%�X�W �– �G�R�Q���W �W�K�L�Q�N �W�K�L�V �L�V �D �T�X�H�V�W �I�R�U �D �O�R�V�W �V�S�D�F�H�� �–�Q �I�D�F�W�� �– �W�K�L�Q�N �Z�H 

have been here before many times in the movies. This is about something 

�G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W�� �W�K�H �I�D�W�D�O �S�D�W�W�H�U�Q �W�R �U�H�S�H�D�W �D�Q�G �W�K�H �Y�L�V�X�D�O �G�U�L�Y�H�� �G�U�L�Y�L�Q�J �X�V �L�Q �K�R�S�H 

�I�R�U �P�R�Y�L�Q�J �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�V �L�Q �W�L�P�H�V �Z�K�H�Q �Z�H �D�U�H �W�R�O�G �Q�R�W �W�R �W�R�X�F�K�� �Q�R�U �W�R �J�H�W �W�R�R 

�F�O�R�V�H �E�X�W �N�H�H�S �D �V�R�F�L�D�O �G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�� �7�K�H �D�X�W�R�P�R�E�L�O�H �D�V �D�Q �R�E�V�W�D�F�O�H�� �V�H�S�D�U�D�W�L�Q�J 

��	 �$�Q�R�W�K�H�U �U�H�V�X�U�U�H�F�W�L�R�Q �R�I �7�D�U�D�Q�W�L�Q�R �L�Q �K�L�V �O�D�W�H�V�W �P�R�Y�L�H Once Upon a Time…in Hollywood. In 

�W�K�L�V �O�R�Y�H �O�H�W�W�H�U �W�R �W�K�H �F�L�Q�H�P�D �D�V �D �S�O�D�F�H�� �W�K�H �V�W�X�Q�W�P�D�Q �&�O�L�• �%�R�R�W�K �O�L�Y�H�V �L�Q �D �W�U�D�L�O�H�U �E�H�K�L�Q�G 

�7�K�H �9�D�Q �1�X�\ ���V �'�U�L�Y�H���–�Q �7�K�H�D�W�H�U�� �Z�K�L�F�K �4�U�V�W �R�S�H�Q�H�G �L�Q �„�Œ�‡�‹�� �$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J �W�R �W�K�H L.A. Times�� 

�W�K�H �W�K�H�D�W�H�U �Z�D�V �G�H�P�R�O�L�V�K�H�G �E�H�F�D�X�V�H �R�I �4�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O �S�U�R�E�O�H�P�V �L�Q �„�Œ�Œ�‹�� �7�K�H �G�U�L�Y�H���L�Q �V�F�H�Q�H�V 

�Z�H�U�H �4�O�P�H�G �D�W �W�K�H �3�D�U�D�P�R�X�Q�W �'�U�L�Y�H���–�Q �7�K�H�D�W�H�U�V��  

���� 	 �6�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J �=�Z�H�L�E�U�¾�F�N�H�Q �G�L�G �Q�R�W �F�R�P�H �X�S �Z�L�W�K �L�V �W�K�H �L�G�H�D �R�I �(�G �%�U�R�Z�Q�� �Z�K�R �R�S�H�Q�H�G �W�K�H 

�4�U�V�W �D�Q�G �R�Q�O�\ �
�)�O�\���L�Q���'�U�L�Y�H���–�Q �7�K�H�D�W�H�U�� �W�R �F�D�U�V �D�Q�G �S�O�D�Q�H�V �L�Q �:�D�O�O �7�R�Z�Q�V�K�L�S�� �1�H�Z �-�H�U�V�H�\ 

�L�Q �„�Œ�‡�‹�� �+�H �R�S�H�U�D�W�H�G �D�Q �D�L�U�S�R�U�W �D�W �W�K�H �Y�H�U�\ �V�D�P�H �S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\ �D�Q�G �Z�R�X�O�G �D�O�O�R�Z �X�S �W�R �…�ˆ 

planes to park at the back of the theater grounds. 



���� Pandemic Media

�U�D�W�K�H�U �W�K�D�Q �F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�Q�J �S�H�R�S�O�H�� �K�D�V �D�O�U�H�D�G�\ �E�H�H�Q �W�K�H�P�D�W�L�]�H�G �E�\ �-�H�D�Q �%�D�X�G�U�L�O-

lard in The System of Objects. It is this proximity to his audience and between 

audience members that Helge Schneider misses and that is lost through the 

�G�U�L�Y�H���L�Q �P�R�Y�L�H �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�� �U�H�J�D�U�G�O�H�V�V �R�I �W�K�H �F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W �E�H�L�Q�J �V�K�R�Z�Q�� �Z�K�L�F�K 

ranges from concert broadcastings to Hollywood blockbusters. In other 

�Z�R�U�G�V�� �G�U�L�Y�H���L�Q�V �P�L�V�V �R�X�W �R�Q �V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J�� �Z�K�L�F�K �O�L�H�V �D�W �W�K�H �K�H�D�U�W �R�I �W�K�H �P�R�Y�L�H 

�H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H �D�W �F�L�Q�H�P�D�V �E�H�\�R�Q�G �G�L�V�S�O�D�F�H�P�H�Q�W �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �V�W�U�H�D�P�L�Q�J �G�H�Y�L�F�H�V�� �W�K�H 

pandemic movie suppliers. The drive-in experience thus needs to be located 

�E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �W�K�D�W �R�I �F�O�D�V�V�L�F�D�O �F�L�Q�H�P�D�V �D�Q�G �W�K�D�W �R�I �V�W�U�H�D�P�L�Q�J �G�H�Y�L�F�H�V�� �Z�K�L�O�H �L�Q�F�R�U-

�S�R�U�D�W�L�Q�J �D�V�S�H�F�W�V �R�I �E�R�W�K�� �–�W �L�V �F�L�Q�H�P�D�� �E�X�W �R�Q�H �W�K�D�W �P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q�V �H�Q�R�X�J�K �V�D�I�H�W�\ 

distance between the screen and the audience (and its members) to make 

�L�W �D�Q �D�S�S�U�R�Y�H�G �O�H�L�V�X�U�H �H�Q�W�H�U�W�D�L�Q�P�H�Q�W �G�X�U�L�Q�J �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F�� �Z�K�L�O�H �D�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J 

all sorts of side activities during the screening as granted through streamed 

movie consumption. Comparable to big stage performances of music stars 

�W�K�D�W �D�U�H �V�X�U�U�R�X�Q�G�H�G �E�\ �V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\ �I�R�U �V�D�I�H�W�\ �U�H�D�V�R�Q�V�� �G�U�L�Y�H���L�Q�V �D�V�V�X�P�H �W�K�H �U�R�O�H 

of protected and protective starlets among cinemas during the pandemic. 

�7�K�H�L�U �K�L�V�W�R�U�\ �L�V �R�Q�H �R�I �V�H�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J�� �G�L�V�W�U�D�F�W�H�G �P�R�Y�L�H �H�Q�W�H�U�W�D�L�Q�P�H�Q�W �L�Q �O�L�Q�H �Z�L�W�K 

current social distancing advises: a pandemic media space that was active 

�H�Y�H�Q �E�H�I�R�U�H �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F�� �7�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H�� �G�U�L�Y�H���L�Q�V �Q�R�W �R�Q�O�\ �F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�H�G �D �F�R�P�H-

�E�D�F�N �G�X�U�L�Q�J �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F�� �E�X�W �P�R�V�W �R�I �D�O�O �W�K�H�\ �U�H�5�H�F�W �F�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U �S�U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V 

�R�I �W�K�H �G�R�P�H�V�W�L�F �P�R�Y�L�H �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H �L�Q �W�K�H �W�Z�H�Q�W�\���4�U�V�W �F�H�Q�W�X�U�\ �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �W�K�H 

�Z�L�Q�G�V�K�L�H�O�G �R�I �W�K�H �F�D�U�� �Z�K�L�F�K �L�V �E�R�W�K �D �V�F�U�H�H�Q �I�R�U �D�Q �R�X�W�Z�D�U�G �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�L�R�Q �D�Q�G �D 

�P�L�U�U�R�U �R�I �G�L�V�W�U�D�F�W�H�G�� �G�L�V�S�O�D�F�H�G�� �D�Q�G �G�L�V�S�H�U�V�H�G �V�S�H�F�W�D�W�R�U�V�� 

�0�R�Y�L�H�V �Z�L�O�O �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H �W�R �P�R�Y�H�� �E�X�W �%�D�X�G�U�L�O�O�D�U�G �D�O�V�R �Q�R�W�H�V �W�K�D�W �
�D �Z�K�R�O�H 

�F�L�Y�L�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q �F�D�Q �F�R�P�H �W�R �D �K�D�O�W �L�Q �W�K�H �V�D�P�H �Z�D�\ �D�V �W�K�H �D�X�W�R�P�R�E�L�O�H�� ���…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �„�†�Š���� 

�6�R�P�H �G�U�L�Y�L�Q�J �V�F�K�R�R�O�V �L�Q �*�H�U�P�D�Q�\ �D�U�H �F�D�O�O�H�G �
�:�D�O�N �L�Q���'�U�L�Y�H �2�X�W���� �Z�K�L�F�K �L�V �D�O�V�R 

�D �F�D�W�F�K�\ �D�G �V�O�R�J�D�Q �D�W �W�K�H �V�D�P�H �W�L�P�H�� �–�Q �F�R�Q�F�O�X�V�L�R�Q �D�Q�G �L�Q �F�R�Q�W�U�D�V�W�� �K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�� �– 

suggest: If the place of the drive-in turns out to be a disappointing distraction 

�I�U�R�P �W�K�H �P�R�Y�L�H�� �\�R�X �F�D�Q �D�O�Z�D�\�V �M�X�V�W �Z�D�O�N �R�X�W �R�I �D �G�U�L�Y�H���L�Q�� �D�V �6�D�Q�G�\ �G�L�G �L�Q 

Grease. 
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�2�I���'�U�R�Q�H�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H��
�(�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���&�U�L�V�L�V�� 
�L�Q���W�K�H���<�H�D�U���R�I������������

�7�H�U�H�V�D���&�D�V�W�U�R

�$�V���F�R�U�R�Q�D�Y�L�U�X�V���O�R�F�N�G�R�Z�Q�V���O�H�I�W���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���V���F�L�W�L�H�V��

�G�H�V�H�U�W�H�G�����G�U�R�Q�H���I�R�R�W�D�J�H���R�I���H�P�S�W�\���W�R�Z�Q�V���P�D�G�H���L�W�V��

�D�S�S�H�D�U�D�Q�F�H���R�Q���Y�L�G�H�R���V�K�D�U�L�Q�J���S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�V�����$�F�U�R�V�V���W�K�H��

�J�O�R�E�H�����R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�U�V���L�Q�V�L�V�W�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H���P�H�O�D�Q�F�K�R�O�L�F���I�H�H�O�L�Q�J�V��

�W�K�D�W���V�X�F�K���
�S�R�V�W���D�S�R�F�D�O�\�S�W�L�F�����L�P�D�J�H�V���D�U�R�X�V�H�G�����7�K�L�V��

�H�V�V�D�\���S�U�R�S�R�V�H�V���W�R���U�H�D�G���W�K�H�V�H���L�P�D�J�H�V���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���W�K�H���E�D�F�N��

�J�U�R�X�Q�G���R�I���R�X�U���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���H�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���F�U�L�V�L�V�����K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�L�Q�J��

�W�K�H�L�U���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R���G�U�R�Q�H���I�R�R�W�D�J�H���R�I���D�Q�W�L���U�D�F�L�V�W���S�U�R��

�W�H�V�W�V���D�Q�G���W�R���I�R�R�W�D�J�H���R�I���Z�L�O�G���D�Q�L�P�D�O�V���W�D�N�L�Q�J���R�Y�H�U���O�R�F�N��

�G�R�Z�Q���F�L�W�L�H�V���D�U�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�����$�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�O�O���E�H���G�U�D�Z�Q��

�W�R���W�K�H�L�U���S�U�R�E�O�H�P�D�W�L�F���D�H�V�W�K�H�W�L�F�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�V�����L�Q��

�S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U���Z�K�H�Q���L�W���F�R�P�H�V���W�R���H�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���W�K�L�Q�N�L�Q�J��

 

�$�V �– �Z�U�L�W�H �W�K�L�V �W�H�[�W�� �L�Q �-�X�Q�H �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �*�H�R�U�J�H �)�O�R�\�G���V �E�R�G�\ �K�D�V �M�X�V�W �E�H�H�Q �S�X�W �W�R �U�H�V�W�� 

�$�F�U�R�V�V �W�K�H �J�O�R�E�H�� �S�H�R�S�O�H �K�D�Y�H �W�D�N�H�Q �W�R �W�K�H �V�W�U�H�H�W�V�� �S�U�R�W�H�V�W�L�Q�J �D�J�D�L�Q�V�W �U�D�F�L�D�O 

discrimination and toppling statues of slave traders and colonialist rulers. 

�–�Q �P�L�G���0�D�U�F�K�� �Z�K�H�Q �W�K�H �Z�R�U�O�G �Z�D�V �S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V�L�Y�H�O�\ �E�U�R�X�J�K�W �W�R �D �V�W�D�Q�G�V�W�L�O�O �E�\ 

�D �E�H�Z�L�O�G�H�U�L�Q�J �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F�� �L�W �Z�D�V �K�D�U�G �W�R �L�P�D�J�L�Q�H �W�K�D�W �W�K�H �\�H�D�U �…�ƒ�…�ƒ �Z�R�X�O�G 

be remembered for anything else than �&�R�Y�L�G���„�Œ�� �D �F�X�Q�Q�L�Q�J �Y�L�U�X�V �V�W�U�D�L�Q �W�K�D�W 

spilled over from bats to humans and is still taking lives. But our current and 
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elusive enemy has brutally exposed a world fraught with economic and racial 

inequalities. 

What do anti-racist protests have to do with coronavirus drone footage? 

�–���E�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H�P���X�S���I�R�U���W�Z�R���U�H�D�V�R�Q�V�����)�L�U�V�W�����E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�L�V���W�H�[�W���L�V���D�Q���L�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H��

�U�H�D�F�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V���U�D�L�V�H�G���E�\���V�X�F�K���I�R�R�W�D�J�H�����D�Q�G���D�V���V�X�F�K�����D��

response deeply embedded in the present moment. We’ve had little time 

�W�R���U�H�5���H�F�W���R�Q���W�K�H���P�D�V�V�L�Y�H���D�P�R�X�Q�W���R�I���L�P�D�J�H�V���L�Q�V�S�L�U�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���R�X�W�E�U�H�D�N�����–�I���W�K�H��

history of aerial imagery can help us to better grasp some of the issues at 

�V�W�D�N�H�����V�R�P�H���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���S�U�R�E�O�H�P�V���V�W�U�L�N�H���P�H���D�V���L�Q�W�L�P�D�W�H�O�\���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���Q�D�W�X�U�H��

�R�I���R�X�U���W�L�P�H�V�����–�Q���W�K�L�V���V�H�Q�V�H�����W�K�H���S�R�Z�H�U�I�X�O���*�H�R�U�J�H���)�O�R�\�G���S�U�R�W�H�V�W�V���W�K�D�W���Z�H���D�U�H��

witnessing are part of the equation: they’re all the more relevant as enormous 

�F�U�R�Z�G�V���4���O�O�H�G���W�K�H���V�W�U�H�H�W�V�����V�K�R�U�W�O�\���D�I�W�H�U���Y�L�U�X�V���O�R�F�N�G�R�Z�Q�V���D�F�U�R�V�V���D�O�O���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�H�Q�W�V��

�O�H�I�W���W�K�H�P���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�G�����$�J�D�L�Q�V�W���W�K�H���U�L�V�L�Q�J���V�S�H�F�W�H�U���R�I���V�X�U�Y�H�L�O�O�D�Q�F�H���V�R�F�L�H�W�L�H�V�����G�U�R�Q�H��

�5���\�R�Y�H�U�V���R�I���V�X�F�K���P�D�V�V�L�Y�H���G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���W�K�L�V���L�V���P�\���V�H�F�R�Q�G���S�R�L�Q�W���K�D�Y�H��

become inseparable from aerial views of cities transformed into ghost towns. 

�7�K�H���X�Q�F�D�Q�Q�L�Q�H�V�V���R�I���/�R�V���$�Q�J�H�O�H�V���V���H�H�U�L�O�\���T�X�L�H�W���V�W�U�H�H�W�V�����V�K�R�W���R�Q���0�D�U�F�K���…�ƒ�W�K����

appears even more staggering when compared to the extraordinary images 

�R�I���+�R�O�O�\�Z�R�R�G���%�R�X�O�H�Y�D�U�G���V�Z�D�U�P�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���S�U�R�W�H�V�W�H�U�V���R�Q���-�X�Q�H���‹th �����4���J�����„������ My dis-

cussion of coronavirus drone footage will keep these images in mind—as it will 
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feelings they aroused. 
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as the enjoyment experienced in observing the city from an unusual point of 

view. The pleasure inherent to coronavirus drone footage equally lies in this 
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practices of looking that go beyond the military expediency of drones. 4  
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atmospheric soundtracks. �� A clip entitled The Silence of Rome is absolutely 
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encourages contemplation. �� �–�Q �R�Q�H �R�I �W�K�H �4�U�V�W �S�L�H�F�H�V �R�Q �F�R�U�R�Q�D�Y�L�U�X�V �G�U�R�Q�H 
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a form of romanticism available only to the privileged with time to meditate on 
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and not only because it primarily speaks to the world’s privileged.
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technology is sometimes used in order to undermine the same power regime that 

�S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G �W�K�H�P�� �6�H�H�� �I�R�U �L�Q�V�W�D�Q�F�H�� �W�K�H �Z�D�\ �L�Q �Z�K�L�F�K �W�K�H �1�R �'�D�N�R�W�D �$�F�F�H�V�V �3�L�S�H�O�L�Q�H 

movement used drones in order to monitor police activities. See https://www.youtube.
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�V�K�D�U�L�Q�J �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\ �I�R�U �W�K�H �H�P�H�U�J�L�Q�J �'�U�R�Q�H �$�J�H���� �F�R�P�S�L�O�H�V �D �O�D�U�J�H �Q�X�P�E�H�U �R�I �G�U�R�Q�H �O�R�F�N-
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www.youtube.com/watch?v=kFGZKUxJwkM .  
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uXWw0y44xaM
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�L�Q �R�U�G�H�U �W�R �D�G�G�U�H�V�V �I�D�V�F�L�V�P���V �
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�I�U�L�H�G �.�U�D�F�D�X�H�U���V �G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q �R�I �W�K�H �P�D�V�V �R�U�Q�D�P�H�Q�W ���D�Q�G �D�H�U�L�D�O �Y�L�H�Z�V���� �L�O�O�X�V�W�U�D�W�H�V 

well what the aestheticization of political life meant during those gloomy inter -
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evident when it comes to ecological thought—an aspect otherwise dis -

regarded by discussions on the automation of vision. As a human-made crisis 
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the outbreak thrived: the most optimistic anticipated a new era of ecological 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_DSLP95CR2k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R3M908TJG9M
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that the world had turned into a nuclear-disaster exclusion zone where 
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to preserve the planet over certain  �O�L�Y�H�V�� �L�Q �S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U �E�O�D�F�N�� �L�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V �D�Q�G 
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inseparable from drone footage and satellite images—is inherently problem -
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neutralized (if not aestheticized): the real reasons behind our current crisis are 
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The link between racial justice and the environmental crisis must be 

acknowledged. Racial (and gender) inequality and environmental destruction 

�J�R �K�D�Q�G �L�Q �K�D�Q�G ���)�H�U�G�L�Q�D�Q�G �…�ƒ�„�Œ���� �–�Q �W�K�L�V �F�R�Q�W�H�[�W�� �W�K�H �K�X�P�D�Q �D�Q�G �Q�R�Q���K�X�P�D�Q 

bodies absent or present in drone footage of lockdown (and post-lockdown) 
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land on Earth ���/�D�W�R�X�U �…�ƒ�„�‹ �D�Q�G �…�ƒ�…�ƒ������ According to French sociologist Bruno 
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of anthropogenic climate change is making the planet uninhabitable and 

now begs for a terrestrial politics. Latour’s argument appears as particularly 

relevant for a discussion on aerial imagery: if the disjunction between the 

world we live in  and the world we live from  is at the heart of our current 
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from an aerial perspective undoubtedly contributed to our remoteness from 

it. Beyond the general feeling of mastery and control over space that maps 
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of extracting natural resources from the Earth. Maps have helped to trans -
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detached views: we need to put our feet back on Earth.
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wuhan-video-drone .
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�D�Q�G �I�R�U �Z�K�R�P �D �E�H�Q�F�K�� �D �F�R�U�Q�H�U �R�I �D �E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�� �R�U �D �V�L�G�H�Z�D�O�N �Z�H�U�H �W�K�H �R�Q�O�\ 

�S�O�D�F�H �W�R �V�O�H�H�S�� �–�Q �W�K�H �F�L�W�\ �H�Q�J�X�O�I�H�G �E�\ �W�K�H �W�K�H�U�P�D�O �V�S�H�F�W�U�X�P�� �D�Q �D�E�V�W�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q �R�I 

�F�R�O�R�U�V �J�R�L�Q�J �I�U�R�P �K�R�W �W�R �F�R�O�G�� �W�K�H �G�H�F�R�U �G�L�V�D�S�S�H�D�U�V �D�Q�G �I�X�U�W�K�H�U �L�V�R�O�D�W�H�V �W�K�H 

�E�R�G�L�H�V�� �I�U�D�J�L�O�H �Z�L�W�Q�H�V�V�H�V �R�I �D �Z�R�U�O�G �W�K�D�W �V�L�Q�N�V �L�Q�W�R �W�K�H �Q�L�J�K�W�� �–�Q �S�D�U�D�O�O�H�O �Z�L�W�K 

�W�K�L�V �V�H�U�L�H�V�� �'���$�J�D�W�D �Z�H�Q�W �W�R �W�K�H �L�Q�W�H�Q�V�L�Y�H �F�D�U�H �X�Q�L�W�V �R�I �K�R�V�S�L�W�D�O�V�� �R�Y�H�U�Z�K�H�O�P�H�G 

�E�\ �W�K�H �L�Q�5�X�[ �R�I �S�D�W�L�H�Q�W�V�� �7�K�H �Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H �H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G �L�Q �W�K�H�V�H �F�O�L�Q�L�F�D�O �V�S�D�F�H�V �L�V 

proportionally opposite to that of street images. Because in the abstraction 

�F�R�P�S�R�V�H�G �E�\ �W�K�H �W�K�H�U�P�D�O �F�D�P�H�U�D�� �Q�R�W �R�Q�O�\ �G�R �W�K�H �K�R�V�S�L�W�D�O �V�\�V�W�H�P �D�Q�G �L�W�V 

�P�R�U�E�L�G �G�H�F�R�U �R�I �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�H�V �D�Q�G �W�X�E�H�V �G�L�V�D�S�S�H�D�U�� �E�X�W �V�R �G�R �D�O�O �W�K�H �G�H�W�D�L�O�V 

�V�L�Q�J�X�O�D�U�L�]�L�Q�J �W�K�H �V�X�•�H�U�L�Q�J �R�I �W�K�H �S�D�W�L�H�Q�W�V�� �D�Q �H�Q�W�L�U�H �R�U�J�D�Q�L�F �O�L�I�H �P�H�W�D�P�R�U-

phosed into spectral clarity. All that remains in this ballet of shadows and 

�O�L�J�K�W�V �D�U�H �W�K�H �J�H�V�W�X�U�H�V �R�I �F�D�U�H�� �D�S�S�O�L�H�G �Z�L�W�K �D �J�H�Q�W�O�H�Q�H�V�V �Z�K�L�F�K �4�Q�G�V �L�W�V �P�R�V�W 

essential expression there.  

�7�K�H�U�P�D�O �L�P�D�J�L�Q�J�� �K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�� �E�H�O�R�Q�J�V �W�R �D �V�H�W �R�I �E�L�R�S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�H�V �Z�K�L�F�K 

�K�D�Y�H �D �O�R�Q�J �K�L�V�W�R�U�\�� �'�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U�H�G �L�Q �„�‹�ƒ�ƒ �Z�K�H�Q �6�L�U �:�L�O�O�L�D�P �+�H�U�V�F�K�H�O�� �I�R�O�O�R�Z�H�G �E�\ 

�K�L�V �V�R�Q �-�R�K�Q�� �W�U�L�H�G �W�R �P�H�D�V�X�U�H �K�H�D�W �E�H�\�R�Q�G �W�K�H �Y�L�V�L�E�O�H �V�S�H�F�W�U�X�P ���9�R�O�O�P�H�U �D�Q�G 

�0�¸�O�O�P�D�Q�Q �…�ƒ�„�ƒ�� �5�L�Q�J �D�Q�G �-�R�Q�H�V �…�ƒ�„�†�� �W�K�H�U�P�R�J�U�D�S�K�\ �L�V �O�L�W�H�U�D�O�O�\ �E�D�V�H�G �R�Q �W�K�H 



����

detection of invisible radiation from the electromagnetic spectrum. Our eyes 

�F�D�Q �R�Q�O�\ �V�H�H �Y�L�V�L�E�O�H �O�L�J�K�W�� �E�X�W �W�K�H�\ �F�D�Q �Q�H�L�W�K�H�U �G�H�W�H�F�W �X�O�W�U�D�Y�L�R�O�H�W �Q�R�U �L�Q�I�U�D�U�H�G 

�O�L�J�K�W�� �7�K�H �S�U�L�P�D�U�\ �V�R�X�U�F�H �R�I �L�Q�I�U�D�U�H�G �O�L�J�K�W �L�V �K�H�D�W�� �$�Q�\ �R�U�J�D�Q�L�F �E�R�G�\ �H�P�L�W�V �K�H�D�W�� 

�H�Y�H�Q �Q�R�Q���R�U�J�D�Q�L�F �E�R�G�L�H�V�� �R�E�M�H�F�W�V�� �V�W�R�Q�H�V�� �D�Q�G �H�Y�H�Q �L�F�H�� �D�V �O�R�Q�J �D�V �W�K�H�\ �K�D�Y�H �D 

�W�H�P�S�H�U�D�W�X�U�H �D�E�R�Y�H �D�E�V�R�O�X�W�H �]�H�U�R �����…�Š�†���„�ˆ �G�H�J�U�H�H�V �&�H�O�V�L�X�V �R�U �ƒ �.�H�O�Y�L�Q���� �S�U�R�G�X�F�H 

infrared radiation. We perceive infrared radiation as heat whereas the infrared 

thermal imaging camera captures it as data and represents it in the form of 

�L�P�D�J�H�V�� �7�K�H �4�U�V�W �L�Q�I�U�D�U�H�G���V�H�Q�V�L�W�L�Y�H �F�D�P�H�U�D�V �Z�H�U�H �G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�G �L�Q �W�K�H �H�D�U�O�\ �„�Œ�‡�ƒ�V 

with electronic sensors and used as (then poor) anti-aircraft defense. But it 

�Z�D�V �Q�R�W �E�H�I�R�U�H �W�K�H �H�D�U�O�\ �„�Œ�Š�ƒ�V �W�K�D�W �W�K�H�V�H �Q�L�J�K�W �Y�L�V�L�R�Q �V�\�V�W�H�P�V �V�X�F�F�H�H�G�H�G �L�Q 

framing thermal images on a real-time basis. This was the time when the US 

�0�L�O�L�W�D�U�\ �L�Q�Y�H�Q�W�H�G �W�K�H �)�R�U�Z�D�U�G �/�R�R�N�L�Q�J �–�Q�I�U�D�5�H�G ���)�/�–�5�� �V�\�V�W�H�P�V�� �W�D�U�J�H�W�L�Q�J �D�Q�G 

�Q�D�Y�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�H�V �W�K�D�W �Z�H�U�H �D�E�O�H �W�R �G�H�W�H�F�W �R�E�M�H�F�W�V �D�W �G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V �X�S �W�R �† 

�N�P �D�Q�G �V�R�R�Q �H�T�X�L�S�S�H�G �D�L�U�F�U�D�I�W�V �D�Q�G �Z�D�U�V�K�L�S�V ���9�R�O�O�P�H�U �D�Q�G �0�¸�O�O�P�D�Q�Q �…�ƒ�„�ƒ�� 

�Œ�ˆ���� �7�K�H�V�H �V�\�V�W�H�P�V �G�H�I�H�D�W�H�G �D�O�O �Y�L�V�X�D�O �R�E�V�W�D�F�O�H�V���Q�L�J�K�W�� �I�R�J�� �V�P�R�N�H���D�Q�G �Z�H�U�H 

�W�K�H�Q �O�R�J�L�F�D�O�O�\ �X�V�H�G �Q�R�W �R�Q�O�\ �I�R�U �D�H�U�L�D�O �U�H�F�R�Q�Q�D�L�V�V�D�Q�F�H�� �E�X�W �D�O�V�R �I�R�U �P�R�Q�L�W�R�U�L�Q�J�� 

�W�U�D�F�N�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G �W�D�U�J�H�W�L�Q�J���R�U�� �L�Q �W�K�H �S�D�U�O�D�Q�F�H �R�I �8�6 �V�S�H�F�L�D�O �R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �W�R �
�4�Q�G�� 

�4�[�� �D�Q�G �4�Q�L�V�K�����W�K�H�L�U �R�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H ���3�D�U�N�V �…�ƒ�„�‡�� �„�‹����

Among the numerous technological gadgets that then became prominent 

�L�Q �Z�D�U �P�R�Y�L�H�V�� �W�K�H�U�P�D�O �L�P�D�J�L�Q�J �F�D�P�H �W�R �U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W �D�Q �D�P�E�L�Y�D�O�H�Q�W �P�R�G�H 

�R�I �S�H�U�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q�� �D�W �W�K�H �W�K�U�H�V�K�R�O�G �R�I �Y�L�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\�� �–�W �L�V �Q�R �F�R�L�Q�F�L�G�H�Q�F�H �W�K�D�W �D �4�O�P 

reinvesting the genre of man-hunting like Predator  �-�R�K�Q �0�F�7�L�H�U�Q�D�Q ���„�Œ�‹�Š�� 

granted an alien this more-than-human vision and made it the greatest threat 

ever faced by a group of elite soldiers. The strangeness of such a mode of 

perception was so incommensurable with that of human senses that it most 

�V�X�U�H�O�\ �U�H�O�L�H�G �R�Q �W�K�D�W �R�I �D�Q �R�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���K�X�P�D�Q �E�H�L�Q�J�� �O�L�N�H �D �P�D�F�K�L�Q�H �R�U �D�Q 

�D�O�L�H�Q�� �W�K�D�Q �R�Q �D �P�D�Q�� �H�Y�H�Q �L�I �W�K�D�W �P�D�Q �Z�D�V �$�U�Q�R�O�G �6�F�K�Z�D�U�]�H�Q�H�J�J�H�U�� �–�U�R�Q�L�F�D�O�O�\ 

�H�Q�R�X�J�K�� �R�Q�H �R�I �W�K�H �8�6 �0�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���V �G�U�R�Q�H�V�� �H�T�X�L�S�S�H�G �Z�L�W�K �L�Q�I�U�D�U�H�G �V�H�Q�V�R�U�V �D�E�O�H 

�W�R �G�H�W�H�F�W �K�H�D�W���E�H�D�U�L�Q�J �R�E�M�H�F�W�V �D�Q�G �E�R�G�L�H�V�� �Z�D�V �W�K�H�Q �W�R �E�H �Q�D�P�H�G �
�3�U�H�G�D�W�R�U�� 

�L�Q �„�Œ�Œ�ˆ �D�Q�G �X�V�H�G �G�X�U�L�Q�J �R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V �L�Q �$�I�J�K�D�Q�L�V�W�D�Q �D�Q�G �–�U�D�T�� �7�K�H �4�O�P �D�O�V�R �F�R�Q-

�I�U�R�Q�W�H�G �D�Q �D�Q�D�O�R�J �P�H�G�L�X�P�� �W�K�D�W �R�I �4�O�P�� �Z�L�W�K �D �G�L�J�L�W�D�O �D�Q�G �T�X�D�Q�W�L�4�D�E�O�H �L�P�D�J�H�� 

�V�L�Q�F�H �F�R�P�S�X�W�H�U �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\ �K�D�G �H�Q�W�L�U�H�O�\ �U�H�G�H�4�Q�H�G �W�K�H �O�H�Y�H�O �R�I �U�H�V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q �R�I 

�W�K�H�U�P�D�O �L�P�D�J�L�Q�J�� �7�K�L�V �V�S�O�L�W �L�V �Q�R�W �R�Q�O�\ �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �W�Z�R �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W �P�H�G�L�X�P�V �E�X�W 

also between two opposite modes of perception. In his reading of Maurice 

�0�H�U�O�H�D�X���3�R�Q�W�\���V �O�D�V�W �E�R�R�N�� The Visible and the Invisible�� �Z�K�L�F�K �K�H �F�R�P�P�H�Q�W�V 

on in his Seminar�� �-�D�F�T�X�H�V �/�D�F�D�Q �V�D�\�V �W�K�D�W �W�K�H �V�S�O�L�W �W�K�D�W �P�D�W�W�H�U�V �L�Q �0�H�U�O�H�D�X��

�3�R�Q�W�\���V �E�R�R�N �L�V �Q�R�W �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �W�K�H �Y�L�V�L�E�O�H �D�Q�G �W�K�H �L�Q�Y�L�V�L�E�O�H�� �E�X�W �U�D�W�K�H�U �
�E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q 

�W�K�H �H�\�H �D�Q�G �W�K�H �J�D�]�H�� ���„�Œ�Š�†�� �Š�†���� �–�W �G�R�H�V �Q�R�W �K�D�Y�H �P�X�F�K �W�R �G�R �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H �O�L�P�L�W�V 

of our perception (the fact that we perceive only a fragment of the electro -

�P�D�J�Q�H�W�L�F �V�S�H�F�W�U�X�P���� �E�X�W �U�D�W�K�H�U �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H �U�H�Y�H�U�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\ �L�Q �Y�L�V�L�R�Q�� �2�E�V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J �L�V 

also always being observed. It does not matter to Lacan whether this gaze is 

�P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�L�]�H�G �R�U �Q�R�W�� �L�W �F�R�X�O�G �E�H�O�R�Q�J �W�R �D �O�L�Y�L�Q�J �E�H�L�Q�J�� �D�V �Z�H�O�O �D�V �W�R �D �P�D�F�K�L�Q�H�� �R�U 

it could even be an internalized or imagined gaze. What matters though is that 



���� Pandemic Media

�W�K�L�V �E�H�L�Q�J���X�Q�G�H�U���D���J�D�]�H �L�V �S�U�L�P�D�U�\�� �
�– �V�H�H �R�Q�O�\ �I�U�R�P �R�Q�H �S�R�L�Q�W�� �E�X�W �L�Q �P�\ �H�[�L�V-

�W�H�Q�F�H�� �– �D�P �O�R�R�N�H�G �D�W �I�U�R�P �D�O�O �V�L�G�H�V���� �Z�U�L�W�H�V �/�D�F�D�Q ���„�Œ�Š�†�� �Š�…���� �$�L�U�F�U�D�I�W �D�Q�G �G�U�R�Q�H 

pilots see bodies and forms they would be unable to detect were they not 

equipped with night-vision or thermal camera systems. Their experience of 

this augmented vision occurs through a gaze that simultaneously places them 

�X�Q�G�H�U �R�E�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�� �P�D�N�L�Q�J �W�K�H�P �R�E�M�H�F�W�V �W�K�D�W �D�U�H �V�H�H�Q�� �7�K�H�L�U �R�P�Q�L�S�R�W�H�Q�W 

eye paradoxically designates their own vulnerability as bodies permeable to 

�R�W�K�H�U �J�D�]�H�V�� �H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\ �W�K�R�V�H �R�I �P�D�F�K�L�Q�H�V�� �7�K�H�U�P�D�O �L�P�D�J�H�V �S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H �L�Q �W�K�L�V 

�/�D�F�D�Q�L�D�Q �G�L�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �W�K�H �H�\�H �D�Q�G �W�K�H �J�D�]�H�� �F�D�X�V�L�Q�J �X�V �W�R �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H 

�R�X�U�V�H�O�Y�H�V �O�L�N�H �J�O�R�Z�L�Q�J �I�R�U�P�V �L�Q �W�K�H �Q�L�J�K�W�� �S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O �W�D�U�J�H�W�V �D�Q�G �Y�X�O�Q�H�U�D�E�O�H 

beings. 

�–�Q�G�H�H�G�� �E�H�I�R�U�H �W�K�H�V�H �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O �H�Q�K�D�Q�F�H�P�H�Q�W�V �G�H�S�O�R�\�H�G �W�K�H �H�O�H�F�W�U�R�P�D�J-

�Q�H�W�L�F �V�S�H�F�W�U�X�P �L�Q �D �V�H�U�L�H�V �R�I �Y�L�V�L�E�O�H �L�P�D�J�H�V�� �W�K�H �Y�H�U�\ �4�U�V�W �W�K�H�U�P�D�O �P�H�G�L�X�P 

�L�V �R�X�U �R�Z�Q �E�R�G�\�� �
�7�K�H �V�L�J�Q�L�4�F�D�Q�F�H �R�I �E�R�G�\ �W�H�P�S�H�U�D�W�X�U�H �O�L�H�V �L�Q �W�K�H �I�D�F�W �W�K�D�W 

humans are homeotherms who are capable of maintaining a constant tem -

�S�H�U�D�W�X�U�H �W�K�D�W �L�V �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W �I�U�R�P �W�K�D�W �R�I �W�K�H �V�X�U�U�R�X�Q�G�L�Q�J�V�� �7�K�L�V �L�V �H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O �W�R 

the preservation of a relatively constant environment within the body known 

�D�V �K�R�P�H�R�V�W�D�V�L�V�� ���5�L�Q�J �	 �-�R�Q�H�V �…�ƒ�„�†�� �…���„���� �–�Q �W�K�H �K�L�V�W�R�U�\ �R�I �P�H�G�L�F�L�Q�H�� �I�H�Y�H�U 

was one of the most frequently observed symptoms of a disease. Physicians 

�I�U�R�P �W�K�H �W�L�P�H �R�I �+�L�S�S�R�F�U�D�W�H�V �X�V�H�G �P�X�G �R�Q �W�K�H �V�N�L�Q �W�R �P�H�D�V�X�U�H�� �L�Q �D �Y�H�U�\ 

�D�S�S�U�R�[�L�P�D�W�H �D�Q�G �V�X�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H �P�D�Q�Q�H�U�� �W�K�H �U�D�L�V�H�G �W�H�P�S�H�U�D�W�X�U�H �R�I �D �E�R�G�\�� �E�H�I�R�U�H 

�*�D�O�L�O�H�R �L�Q�Y�H�Q�W�H�G �D �
�W�K�H�U�P�R�V�F�R�S�H�� �I�U�R�P �D �J�O�D�V�V �W�X�E�H�� �D �S�U�H�G�H�F�H�V�V�R�U �W�R �W�K�H 

�W�K�H�U�P�R�P�H�W�H�U�� �%�\ �S�U�R�G�X�F�L�Q�J �K�H�D�W�� �W�K�H �R�U�J�D�Q�L�F �E�R�G�\ �W�K�X�V �D�F�W�V �D�V �D �P�H�G�L�X�P 

�L�W�V�H�O�I�� �D�Q�G �E�\ �F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Q�J �G�D�W�D �R�Q �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W �S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I �E�R�G�L�H�V�� �W�K�H�U�P�D�O 

cameras act as instruments of another form of biopolitical control. Following 

�D �)�R�X�F�D�O�G�L�D�Q �S�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H�� �1�L�F�R�O�H �6�W�D�U�R�V�L�H�O�V�N�L �K�D�V �V�K�R�Z�Q �K�R�Z �W�K�H�U�P�D�O 

technologies were part of a vast apparatus and a long history of social control. 

She analyzes a military technology experimented with by the United States in 

�$�I�J�K�D�Q�L�V�W�D�Q �L�Q �…�ƒ�„�ƒ�� �W�K�H �$�F�W�L�Y�H �'�H�Q�L�D�O �6�\�V�W�H�P�� �D�O�V�R �N�Q�R�Z�Q �D�V �W�K�H �
�+�H�D�W �5�D�\���� 

�Z�K�L�F�K �F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�V �L�Q �L�U�U�D�G�L�D�W�L�Q�J �D �K�X�P�D�Q �V�X�E�M�H�F�W �Z�L�W�K �
�D �P�L�O�O�L�P�H�W�H�U �Z�D�Y�H �E�H�D�P�� �D 

�P�L�F�U�R�Z�D�Y�H���� �7�K�H �U�D�G�L�D�W�L�R�Q �O�H�D�Y�H�V �Q�R �Y�L�V�L�E�O�H �P�D�U�N �R�U �E�X�U�Q�V �R�Q �W�K�H �E�R�G�\ �E�X�W �L�W 

generates a powerful sensation of pain: 

�8�Q�O�L�N�H �R�W�K�H�U ���Q�R�Q���O�H�W�K�D�O�� �P�H�D�Q�V �R�I �F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�� �V�X�F�K �D�V �W�D�V�H�U �J�X�Q�V �D�Q�G �W�H�D�U 

�J�D�V�� �W�K�H �$�F�W�L�Y�H �'�H�Q�L�D�O �6�\�V�W�H�P �Z�R�U�N�V �D�W �D �G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�� �D �P�H�D�Q�V �R�I �Z�H�D�S�R�Q-

izing the spectrum to generate thermal sensations. The system is akin 

to existing forms of torture by media: sound cannons that damage the 

hearing of protesters and strobe lights used in prisoner interrogation. 

�$�Q�G �O�L�N�H �W�K�H �W�H�F�K�Q�L�T�X�H�V �R�I �S�V�\�F�K�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O �R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �W�K�H �K�H�D�W �U�D�\ �L�V 

�G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G �D�V �D �S�V�\�F�K�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�� �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�Y�H�� �D�Q�G �D�•�H�F�W�L�Y�H �W�R�R�O�� �R�Q�H �W�K�D�W 

conveys an impression of being burned without actually being burnt. 

���6�W�D�U�R�V�L�H�O�V�N�L �…�ƒ�„�Œ�� �…��



����

�7�K�L�V �W�K�H�U�P�D�O �Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H �R�S�H�U�D�W�H�V �L�Q�Y�L�V�L�E�O�\ �D�Q�G �D�W �G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�� �D�V �D �N�L�Q�G �R�I ���Q�R��

touch torture.’ The Heat Ray’s absence of traces opens a legal vacuum: how 

can a government or a military authority be hold accountable for an action 

without visible evidence? How can it be accused of torture with no physical 

�P�D�U�N �R�I �L�Q�M�X�U�\�" �%�X�W �E�H�\�R�Q�G �W�K�H�V�H �H�W�K�L�F�D�O �F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�V�� �6�W�D�U�R�V�L�H�O�V�N�L �V�K�R�Z�V �W�K�D�W �W�K�L�V 

technology belongs to a long-standing history of intimate and perverse modes 

�R�I �S�X�Q�L�V�K�P�H�Q�W�� �6�K�H �U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�V �D�V �D �S�U�H�G�H�F�H�V�V�R�U �R�I �W�K�H �+�H�D�W �5�D�\ �W�K�H �V�Z�H�D�W�E�R�[�� 

�D�Q �D�S�S�D�U�D�W�X�V �G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�G �W�R �G�H�W�D�L�Q �V�R�P�H�R�Q�H �L�Q �D �Y�H�U�\ �F�O�R�V�H �V�S�D�F�H�� �D�E�R�X�W �W�K�H �V�L�]�H 

�R�I �D �F�R�]�Q�� �Z�L�W�K �U�H�V�W�U�L�F�W�H�G �D�F�F�H�V�V �W�R �D�L�U�� �Z�D�W�H�U�� �D�Q�G �I�R�R�G�� �Z�K�L�F�K �Z�D�V �G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�G 

by slavers on the ships and plantations before being adopted in prisons and 

schools. The sweatbox happens to be selectively destined to colored bodies: 

�
�Z�K�D�W �V�H�W�V �>�L�W�@ �� �D�S�D�U�W �I�U�R�P �R�W�K�H�U �W�H�F�K�Q�L�T�X�H�V �R�I �U�D�F�L�V�W �Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H �G�X�U�L�Q�J �W�K�L�V 

�S�H�U�L�R�G�� �V�X�F�K �D�V �O�\�Q�F�K�L�Q�J�� �Z�D�V �L�W�V �L�Q�Y�L�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\ �D�Q�G �L�Q�G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�D�F�\�� ���6�W�D�U�R�V�L�H�O�V�N�L 

�…�ƒ�„�Œ�� �„�ƒ���� �:�K�D�W �V�K�H �L�G�H�Q�W�L�4�H�V �D�V �
�W�K�H�U�P�D�O �Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H���� �D�Q�G �Z�K�L�F�K �F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�L�]�H�V 

�U�D�F�L�D�O�L�]�H�G �W�H�F�K�Q�L�T�X�H�V �R�I �G�L�V�F�L�S�O�L�Q�L�Q�J �E�O�D�F�N �E�R�G�L�H�V�� �D�O�V�R �D�S�S�H�D�U�V �D�V �H�[�S�R�V�L�Q�J 

bodies to an invisible and nonetheless pervasive form of violence that does 

penetrate deep into the body.  

How do Antoine d’Agata’s images take into account and respond to this long 

history of thermal violence and bodily discipline? Against this “politics of 

�H�[�S�R�V�X�U�H���� �Z�K�L�F�K �6�W�D�U�R�V�L�H�O�V�N�L �L�G�H�Q�W�L�4�H�V �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H�U�P�D�O �P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\ �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�H�V�� 

his pictures account for the vulnerability of the body and the precarity of 

�O�L�I�H�� �*�U�R�X�Q�G�H�G �L�Q �D �K�L�V�W�R�U�\ �R�I �W�U�D�F�N�L�Q�J �D�Q�G �W�D�U�J�H�W�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�U�P�R�J�U�D�S�K�\ �K�D�V �E�H�H�Q 

�G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G �D�V �D �K�X�Q�W�L�Q�J �G�H�Y�L�F�H�� �R�I �Z�K�L�F�K �Z�H �N�Q�R�Z �K�R�Z �L�W �F�D�Q �G�L�V�H�P�E�R�G�\ �L�W�V 

�V�X�E�M�H�F�W�V�� �G�L�V�S�R�V�V�H�V�V�L�Q�J �W�K�H�P �R�I �W�K�H�L�U �H�Q�Y�H�O�R�S�H �R�I �5�H�V�K �D�Q�G �W�K�H �V�L�Q�J�X�O�D�U�L�W�\ �R�I 

their features. Quite the opposite here: preserving the anonymity of hospital 

�S�D�W�L�H�Q�W�V�� �W�K�H �L�P�D�J�H �R�Q�O�\ �U�H�V�W�R�U�H�V �W�K�H �F�D�U�Q�D�O �D�Q�G �G�H�H�S�O�\ �H�P�S�D�W�K�H�W�L�F �G�L�P�H�Q�V�L�R�Q 

of the care they receive. The hospital represents the opposite of what we 

�V�H�H �R�Q �W�K�H �V�W�U�H�H�W�V�� �E�H�F�D�X�V�H �W�K�H �H�X�S�K�H�P�L�V�W�L�F �Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H �R�I �R�Q�H �U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�V �W�R �W�K�H 

paradoxical sensuality of the other. The pandemic risk assimilated the sense 

�R�I �W�R�X�F�K �W�R �D �S�D�W�K �R�I �F�R�Q�W�D�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�� �M�X�V�W�L�I�\�L�Q�J �W�K�H �L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q �R�I �D �Q�H�Z �J�H�V-

�W�X�U�D�O �O�H�[�L�F�R�Q �R�I �
�V�R�F�L�D�O �G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�L�Q�J���� �2�Q �W�K�H �F�R�Q�W�U�D�U�\�� �$�Q�W�R�L�Q�H �G���$�J�D�W�D���V �W�K�H�U�P�D�O 

�L�P�D�J�H�V �U�H�Y�H�D�O�H�G �W�K�H �D�F�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I �W�K�H �F�D�U�H�J�L�Y�H�U�V�� �Z�K�R �Z�H�U�H �P�R�V�W �H�[�S�R�V�H�G �W�R �W�K�H 

�Y�L�U�X�V�� �D�V �W�K�H �O�D�V�W �E�X�O�Z�D�U�N �D�J�D�L�Q�V�W �W�K�H �D�O�L�H�Q�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �W�R�X�F�K�� �–�Q �W�K�H �H�Q�G�� �W�K�H�V�H 

�L�P�D�J�H�V �D�U�H �Q�R�W �L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�Y�H�� �W�K�H�\ �D�U�H �H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H �R�I �W�K�H �P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J �R�I �
�F�D�U�L�Q�J���� �W�R 

�V�W�D�Q�G �F�O�R�V�H�U�� �W�R �S�D�\ �D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�� �W�R �J�L�Y�H �K�H�O�S �D�Q�G �F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q �W�R �W�K�H �V�X�•�H�U�L�Q�J 

�R�Q�H�V�� �7�K�H �
�S�R�Y�H�U�W�\�� �R�I �W�K�H�V�H �L�P�D�J�H�V �L�Q �O�R�Z �G�H�4�Q�L�W�L�R�Q �L�V �W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H �Q�H�L�W�K�H�U �D 

�J�D�S�� �Q�R�U �H�Y�H�Q �D �E�U�H�D�N �L�Q �V�W�\�O�H�� �L�W �V�L�P�S�O�\ �G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�V �D�Q�R�W�K�H�U �O�H�Y�H�O �R�I �U�H�D�O�L�W�\�� �Q�R�W 

the emergency and the horror of the pandemic as it has been portrayed on 

�D�O�O �V�F�U�H�H�Q�V�� �E�X�W �U�D�W�K�H�U �D �V�S�D�F�H���W�L�P�H �Z�K�H�U�H �O�L�I�H �D�Q�G �G�H�D�W�K �P�H�U�J�H �L�Q �D�O�P�R�V�W 

�O�L�W�X�U�J�L�F�D�O �J�H�V�W�X�U�H�V�� �5�H�5�H�F�W�L�Q�J �R�Q �W�K�H �S�R�Z�H�U�V �R�I �P�R�X�U�Q�L�Q�J �D�Q�G �Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H�� �-�X�G�L�W�K 

Butler writes:



���� Pandemic Media

�7�K�H �G�H�P�D�Q�G �I�R�U �D �W�U�X�H�U �L�P�D�J�H�� �I�R�U �P�R�U�H �L�P�D�J�H�V�� �I�R�U �L�P�D�J�H�V �W�K�D�W �F�R�Q�Y�H�\ 

�W�K�H �I�X�O�O �K�R�U�U�R�U �D�Q�G �U�H�D�O�L�W�\ �R�I �W�K�H �V�X�•�H�U�L�Q�J �K�D�V �L�W�V �S�O�D�F�H �D�Q�G �L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H�� 

�7�K�H �H�U�D�V�X�U�H �R�I �W�K�D�W �V�X�•�H�U�L�Q�J �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �W�K�H �S�U�R�K�L�E�L�W�L�R�Q �R�I �L�P�D�J�H�V �D�Q�G 

�U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V �P�R�U�H �J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�O�\ �F�L�U�F�X�P�V�F�U�L�E�H�V �W�K�H �V�S�K�H�U�H �R�I �D�S�S�H�D�U�D�Q�F�H�� 

what we can see and what we can know. But it would be a mistake to 

�W�K�L�Q�N �W�K�D�W �Z�H �R�Q�O�\ �Q�H�H�G �W�R �4�Q�G �W�K�H �U�L�J�K�W �D�Q�G �W�U�X�H �L�P�D�J�H�V�� �D�Q�G �W�K�D�W �D 

certain reality will then be conveyed. The reality is not conveyed by 

�Z�K�D�W �L�V �U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G �Z�L�W�K�L�Q �W�K�H �L�P�D�J�H�� �E�X�W �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �W�K�H �F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H �W�R 

�U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q �W�K�D�W �U�H�D�O�L�W�\ �G�H�O�L�Y�H�U�V�� ���…�ƒ�ƒ�‡�� �„�‡�‰��

D’Agata’s thermal camera series precisely deals with that challenge by 

showing vulnerable bodies through a traditional military tracking system. It 

�I�H�D�W�X�U�H�V �Q�R �J�U�D�S�K�L�F �Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H �R�U �D�E�V�W�U�D�F�W �V�K�D�G�H�V�� �E�X�W �W�K�H �J�H�Q�W�O�H �V�H�Q�V�X�D�O�L�W�\ �R�I �D 

gesture of attention to others. They contrast both the frightening pictures that 

�Z�H�U�H �S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G �E�\ �G�U�R�Q�H�V �V�X�U�Y�H�L�O�O�L�Q�J �G�H�V�H�U�W�H�G �F�L�W�L�H�V�� �D�Q�G �W�K�H �W�H�U�U�L�E�O�H �L�P�D�J�H�V 

of the loss of sociability gestures in pandemic times. Using a surveillance and 

�U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�W�L�R�Q �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\�� �G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�G �I�R�U �V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�4�F �D�Q�G �P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\ �S�X�U�S�R�V�H�V�� �W�K�H 

photographer makes counter-use of it. By detecting the infrared radiation 

�H�P�L�W�W�H�G �E�\ �W�K�H �E�R�G�L�H�V�� �W�K�H �F�D�P�H�U�D �G�R�H�V �Q�R�W �W�U�\ �W�R �O�R�F�D�W�H �D�Q�G �L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\ �W�K�H�P�� 

�E�X�W �R�Q �W�K�H �F�R�Q�W�U�D�U�\ �W�R �D�E�V�W�U�D�F�W �W�K�H�P �I�U�R�P �W�K�H �K�R�V�S�L�W�D�O �F�R�Q�W�H�[�W�� �D�Q�G �W�R �S�U�R-

tect their identity (so as not to expose people who are already in situations 

�R�I �H�[�W�U�H�P�H �G�L�V�W�U�H�V�V���� �
�7�K�L�V �L�V �Q�R�W �D �E�D�W�W�O�H�4�H�O�G �D�Q�G �Z�H �D�U�H �Q�R�W �D�W �Z�D�U���� �V�D�\ �W�K�H 

�L�P�D�J�H�V �R�I �G���$�J�D�W�D�� �L�Q �W�K�L�V �W�K�H�D�W�H�U �R�I �R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V �W�K�D�W �L�V �W�K�H �K�R�V�S�L�W�D�O�� �W�K�H �R�Q�O�\ 

gestures that matter are those that recognize the vulnerability of the bodies 

�D�Q�G �W�K�D�W �W�D�N�H �F�D�U�H �R�I �O�L�Y�H�V�� �2�Q�H �G�D�\�� �Z�K�H�Q �Z�H �U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U �W�K�H�V�H �I�R�U�J�R�W�W�H�Q �J�H�V-

�W�X�U�H�V�� �G�L�V�D�S�S�H�D�U�H�G �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H �D�G�Y�H�Q�W �R�I �D �G�L�J�L�W�D�O �H�U�D �Z�K�L�F�K �D�O�V�R �V�D�Z �W�K�H �S�U�R-

�K�L�E�L�W�L�R�Q �R�I �S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O �F�R�Q�W�D�F�W�� �W�K�H�V�H �L�P�D�J�H�V �Z�L�O�O �F�R�P�S�R�V�H �D �V�H�Q�V�X�D�O �D�W�O�D�V �R�I �W�K�H 

gestures of attention and care.
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������ Pandemic Media

You are you. Now, isn’t that pleasant?  

Dr. Seuss  

 

Find out who you are and do it on purpose.  

Dolly Parton 

�&�R�Q�W�D�F�W �U�H�V�W�U�L�F�W�L�R�Q�V �L�Q �W�K�H �F�R�U�R�Q�D �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �V�H�Q�W �P�D�Q�\ �R�I �X�V �L�Q�W�R �K�R�P�H �R�]�F�H�� 

�0�D�Q�\ �R�I �X�V �Z�H�U�H �X�V�H�G �W�R �Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J �D�W �K�R�P�H�� �D�Q�G �P�D�Q�\ �K�D�Y�H �S�U�L�Y�L�O�H�J�H�G �Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J 

�D�W �K�R�P�H �R�Y�H�U �Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J �D�W �W�K�H �R�]�F�H�� �%�X�W �W�K�H �F�R�U�R�Q�D �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �K�D�V �X�V �Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J 

from  �K�R�P�H�� �Z�K�L�F�K �L�V �Q�R�W �W�K�H �V�D�P�H �D�V �Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J at home. Working from home is 

�W�H�O�H�Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J�� �7�K�H �S�U�H�4�[ �W�H�O�H �P�H�D�Q�V �G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���D�V �L�Q �W�H�O�H�S�K�R�Q�H �D�Q�G �W�H�O�H�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�� 

where we hear and see from a distance. Teleworking then means working 

from a distance. But distance from what and whom? Pandemic precaution 

requires distance from others in real life. This is one side of the coin. The other 

�V�L�G�H �L�V �F�O�R�V�H �F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���Z�L�W�K �R�Q�H�V�H�O�I�� �L�Q �W�H�O�H�Z�R�U�N�� �–�W �L�V �D �F�R�Q�W�D�F�W �W�K�D�W �Z�H �G�L�G�Q���W 

�D�V�N �I�R�U �D�Q�\ �P�R�U�H �W�K�D�Q �Z�H �D�V�N�H�G �I�R�U �G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H �I�U�R�P �R�W�K�H�U�V�� �:�R�U�V�H�� �W�K�L�V �F�O�R�V�H 

contact with oneself comes at a moment when others are to be kept at a dis -

tance. Teleworking and the computer-mediated-communication technologies 

�W�K�D�W �H�Q�D�E�O�H �L�W �K�D�Y�H �S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G �D �Q�H�Z �U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S �R�I �F�O�R�V�H�Q�H�V�V �D�Q�G �G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�� �R�I 

�V�H�O�I �D�Q�G �R�W�K�H�U�� �R�I �V�X�E�M�H�F�W �D�Q�G �R�E�M�H�F�W�� �R�I �O�R�R�N�L�Q�J �D�Q�G �E�H�L�Q�J �O�R�R�N�H�G �D�W��

�7�K�H���6�H�O�I�����0�H���R�U���<�R�X�"

�$�P�R�Q�J �W�K�H �Y�D�U�L�R�X�V �Y�L�G�H�R�F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H �V�\�V�W�H�P�V�� �V�R�P�H �P�D�\ �E�H �S�U�H�I�H�U�U�H�G �R�Y�H�U 

�R�W�K�H�U�V �I�R�U �U�H�D�V�R�Q�V �R�I �R�Z�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S�� �G�D�W�D �V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\�� �R�U �X�V�D�E�L�O�L�W�\�� �8�O�W�L�P�D�W�H�O�\�� �W�K�H�\ 

�D�O�O �Z�R�U�N �W�K�H �V�D�P�H���Z�L�W�K �V�R�P�H �V�P�D�O�O �E�X�W �Q�R�W�H�Z�R�U�W�K�\ �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V�� �$�O�O �V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V 

�Q�D�P�H �W�K�H �S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�Q�W�V �L�Q �D �Y�L�G�H�R�F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J �P�\�V�H�O�I�� �%�X�W �L�Q �D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q 

to stating my name  �W�R �U�H�I�H�U �W�R �P�H�� �W�K�H�\ �D�O�V�R �X�V�H �D �U�H�5�H�[�L�Y�H �S�U�R�Q�R�X�Q�� �7�K�H�\ 

label the image of me on screen either as me  or as you�� �7�K�L�V �L�V �D �V�P�D�O�O �G�H�W�D�L�O�� 

�E�X�W �L�W �P�D�N�H�V �D �V�L�J�Q�L�4�F�D�Q�W �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�F�H �L�Q �K�R�Z �– �D�P �H�Q�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�H�G �D�Q�G �D�G�G�U�H�V�V�H�G �E�\ 

the system. Am I a virtual me  or a virtual you ? If the person I see on screen is 

me�� �L�W �L�V �V�X�J�J�H�V�W�H�G �W�K�D�W �L�W �L�V �P�H �Z�K�R �O�R�R�N�V �D�W �D�Q �L�P�D�J�H �R�I �P�\�V�H�O�I �R�Q �V�F�U�H�H�Q�� �– 

am the subject that looks at me—and at others. If the person I see on screen 

is you�� �W�K�H �S�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H �F�K�D�Q�J�H�V�� �)�R�U �W�K�L�V �V�X�J�J�H�V�W�V �W�K�D�W �L�W �L�V �W�K�H �R�W�K�H�U�V �Z�K�R �O�R�R�N 

at an image of myself on screen. I am the object of their  look—while I am at 

the same time the object of my  �O�R�R�N�� �8�O�W�L�P�D�W�H�O�\�� �– �D�P �E�R�W�K �V�X�E�M�H�F�W �D�Q�G �R�E�M�H�F�W 

�R�I �P�\ �O�R�R�N�� �– �V�H�H �P�\�V�H�O�I �D�W �R�Q�F�H �D�V �V�H�O�I �D�Q�G �R�W�K�H�U�� �D�V �R�Q�H �V�H�O�I���R�W�K�H�U �D�P�R�Q�J 

�R�W�K�H�U�V�� �D �V�S�O�L�W �S�H�U�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q �R�I �V�H�O�I���R�W�K�H�U �R�Q �D �V�S�O�L�W �V�F�U�H�H�Q��



������

�7�K�H���6�F�U�H�H�Q���D�V���0�L�U�U�R�U���D�Q�G �–�Q�W�H�U�I�D�F�H

�–�Q �F�R�Q�4�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I �P�H�G�L�D �O�L�N�H �Y�L�G�H�R�F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H �V�\�V�W�H�P�V�� �W�K�H �V�F�U�H�H�Q �L�V �E�R�W�K 

�D �P�L�U�U�R�U �D�Q�G �D�Q �L�Q�W�H�U�I�D�F�H�� �–�Q �W�K�H �K�L�V�W�R�U�\ �R�I �4�O�P �W�K�H�R�U�\�� �W�K�H �P�L�U�U�R�U �K�D�V �E�H�H�Q �D 

�S�U�R�P�L�Q�H�Q�W �S�D�U�D�G�L�J�P �W�R �G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H �W�K�H �U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S �R�I �V�S�H�F�W�D�W�R�U �D�Q�G �V�F�U�H�H�Q�� �D�Q�G 

�P�R�U�H �V�S�H�F�L�4�F�D�O�O�\�� �W�R �W�K�H�R�U�L�]�H �W�K�H �P�R�P�H�Q�W �
�Z�K�H�Q �Z�H �D�U�H �F�R�Q�I�U�R�Q�W�H�G �Z�L�W�K �D�Q 

�L�P�D�J�H �D�V �L�I �Z�L�W�K �R�X�U �R�Z�Q �U�H�5�H�F�W�H�G �V�H�O�I�� ���(�O�V�D�H�V�V�H�U �D�Q�G �+�D�J�H�Q�H�U �…�ƒ�„�ˆ�� �‰�†���� �7�K�H 

mirror metaphor has been approached from psychoanalysis (Jacques Lacan’s 

�F�R�Q�F�H�S�W �R�I �W�K�H �P�L�U�U�R�U �V�W�D�J�H �L�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H�O�\ �F�R�P�H�V �W�R �P�L�Q�G�� �E�X�W �D�O�V�R �-�H�D�Q���/�R�X�L�V 

�%�D�X�G�U�\���V �W�K�R�X�J�K�W�V �R�Q �W�K�H �
�–�G�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O �(�•�H�F�W�V �R�I �W�K�H �%�D�V�L�F �&�L�Q�H�P�D�W�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�F 

�$�S�S�D�U�D�W�X�V������ �S�K�H�Q�R�P�H�Q�R�O�R�J�\�� �D�Q�G �Q�H�X�U�R�V�F�L�H�Q�F�H�� �7�K�H �P�H�W�D�S�K�R�U �K�D�V �E�H�H�Q 

�L�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�Y�H �I�R�U �H�[�S�O�R�U�L�Q�J �F�L�Q�H�P�D �D�V �U�H�5�H�F�W�H�G �L�Q �W�K�H �P�L�U�U�R�U�� �W�K�D�W �L�V�� �D�V �D �W�R�R�O �W�R 

�W�K�L�Q�N �D�E�R�X�W �V�H�O�I���U�H�5�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �7�R �W�K�L�Q�N �D�E�R�X�W �R�Q�H���V �U�H�5�H�F�W�H�G �V�H�O�I �L�V�� �L�Q �P�\ �X�Q�G�H�U-

�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J �K�H�U�H�� �V�H�O�I���U�H�5�H�[�L�Y�L�W�\�� 

�<�H�W �W�K�H �P�L�U�U�R�U �U�H�P�D�L�Q�H�G �D �P�H�W�D�S�K�R�U�� �D�V �&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q �0�H�W�] �U�H�P�L�Q�G�V �X�V��

�%�X�W �4�O�P �L�V �D�O�V�R �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W �I�U�R�P �W�K�H �Q�D�W�X�U�D�O �P�L�U�U�R�U �L�Q �R�Q�H �L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W �U�H�V�S�H�F�W�� 

�D�O�W�K�R�X�J�K �H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J �F�D�Q �U�H�5�H�F�W �M�X�V�W �D�V �Z�H�O�O �L�Q �W�K�H �I�R�U�P�H�U �D�V �L�Q �W�K�H �O�D�W�W�H�U�� 

�W�K�H�U�H �L�V �R�Q�H �W�K�L�Q�J �W�K�D�W �Z�L�O�O �Q�H�Y�H�U �4�Q�G �L�W�V �U�H�5�H�F�W�L�R�Q �L�Q �4�O�P�� �Q�D�P�H�O�\ �W�K�H 

�V�S�H�F�W�D�W�R�U���V �E�R�G�\�� �)�U�R�P �D �F�H�U�W�D�L�Q �S�R�L�Q�W �R�I �Y�L�H�Z�� �W�K�H�Q�� �W�K�H �P�L�U�U�R�U �V�X�G�G�H�Q�O�\ 

�E�H�F�R�P�H�V �R�S�D�T�X�H�� ���„�Œ�‹�‰ �>�„�Œ�Š�ˆ�@�� �‡�ˆ��

�9�L�G�H�R�F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V �D�U�H �Q�R�W �F�L�Q�H�P�D�� �–�I �W�K�H�\ �Z�H�U�H�� �W�K�H�\ �Z�R�X�O�G �S�U�R�Y�H �0�H�W�] 

wrong. For videoconferences do  �U�H�5�H�F�W �W�K�H �V�S�H�F�W�D�W�R�U���V �E�R�G�\�� �7�K�H �E�R�G�\ �P�D�\ 

�E�H �U�H�G�X�F�H�G �W�R �W�K�H �I�D�F�H�� �E�X�W �W�K�L�V �L�V �Q�R�W �W�K�H �S�R�L�Q�W�� �7�K�H �S�R�L�Q�W �L�V�� �W�K�H �P�L�U�U�R�U �L�V �Q�R 

longer a metaphor. No longer are we confronted with an image as if with our 

�R�Z�Q �U�H�5�H�F�W�H�G �V�H�O�I�� �7�K�H �X�V�H�U���V �I�D�F�H is �P�L�U�U�R�U�H�G �R�Q �V�F�U�H�H�Q�� �W�K�H �V�H�O�I is �U�H�5�H�F�W�H�G�� 

�%�X�W �W�R �Z�K�D�W �N�L�Q�G �R�I �V�H�O�I���U�H�5�H�[�L�Y�L�W�\ �G�R�H�V �W�K�L�V �U�H�5�H�F�W�L�R�Q �R�I �R�X�U �R�Z�Q �V�H�O�I �R�S�H�Q 

�X�S�" �6�H�O�I���U�H�5�H�[�L�Y�L�W�\ �L�Q �F�L�Q�H�P�D �K�D�V �P�D�L�Q�O�\ �E�H�H�Q �D�E�R�X�W �F�L�Q�H�P�D �D�V �D �P�H�G�L�X�P�� 

�)�L�O�P �U�H�5�H�[�L�Y�L�W�\ �I�R�U�H�J�U�R�X�Q�G�V �D �4�O�P���V �R�Z�Q �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�� �L�W�V �D�X�W�K�R�U�V�K�L�S�� �L�Q�W�H�U-

�W�H�[�W�X�D�O �L�Q�5�X�H�Q�F�H�V�� �L�W�V �U�H�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q�� �R�U �L�W�V �H�Q�X�Q�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q ���6�W�D�P �„�Œ�Œ�… �>�„�Œ�‹�ˆ�@�� �[�L�L�� �[�L�Y���� 

�6�H�O�I���U�H�5�H�[�L�Y�L�W�\ �L�Q �Y�L�G�H�R�F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�L�Q�J �K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U �L�V �4�U�V�W �D�Q�G �I�R�U�H�P�R�V�W �D�E�R�X�W �W�K�H 

�V�H�O�I �D�V �U�H�5�H�F�W�H�G �V�H�O�I�� �D�E�R�X�W �W�K�H �V�H�O�I �D�V �L�P�D�J�H���D�Q�G �W�K�H�Q�� �S�H�U�K�D�S�V�� �D�E�R�X�W �W�K�H 

�F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H �V�\�V�W�H�P �D�Q�G �Z�K�D�W �L�W �G�R�H�V �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H �V�H�O�I �D�Q�G �W�R �W�K�H �V�H�O�I�� �Q�D�P�H�O�\ �E�R�W�K 

�U�H�5�H�F�W�L�Q�J �D�Q�G �R�W�K�H�U�L�Q�J �W�K�H �V�H�O�I�� �2�W�K�H�U�L�Q�J �W�K�H �V�H�O�I �L�Q �W�K�D�W �L�W �W�X�U�Q�V �W�K�H �V�H�O�I �L�Q�W�R 

�D�Q �R�E�M�H�F�W �E�R�W�K �R�I �R�Q�H���V �R�Z�Q �O�R�R�N �D�Q�G �W�K�D�W �R�I �R�W�K�H�U�V�� �/�L�N�H �P�R�G�H�U�Q�L�V�W �U�H�5�H�[�L�Y�H 

�F�L�Q�H�P�D�� �Y�L�G�H�R�F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�L�Q�J �L�V �D �Z�D�\ �R�I ���G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q�� ���L�Q �W�K�H �V�H�Q�V�H �R�I �%�H�U�W 

�%�U�H�F�K�W���� �–�W �G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V �W�K�H �V�H�O�I �I�U�R�P �W�K�H �V�H�O�I �U�D�W�K�H�U �W�K�D�Q �I�U�R�P �W�K�H �P�H�G�L�X�P�� �E�X�W 

�O�L�N�H �L�Q �F�L�Q�H�P�D�� �W�K�L�V �G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�L�Q�J �R�S�H�Q�V �W�K�H �V�H�O�I �X�S �W�R �F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O �U�H�5�H�F�W�L�R�Q���E�R�W�K �E�\ 

the self and by others. 

�7�K�H �V�F�U�H�H�Q �D�V �L�Q�W�H�U�I�D�F�H�� �R�Q �W�K�H �R�W�K�H�U �K�D�Q�G�� �Z�R�U�N�V �L�Q �R�S�S�R�V�L�W�H �G�L�U�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� 

Instead of distancing  �W�K�H �V�H�O�I �I�U�R�P �W�K�H �V�H�O�I�� �L�W �O�H�D�G�V �W�R �D�Q encounter with the 

�V�H�O�I�� �$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J �W�R �/�D�X�U�L�H �-�R�K�Q�V�R�Q�� �W�K�H �L�G�H�D �W�K�D�W �D �F�R�P�S�X�W�H�U �P�H�G�L�D�W�H�V �L�Q 
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communications between two or more interlocutors is the grand illusion 

of computer-mediated communication. Arguing from a phenomenological 

�S�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H�� �-�R�K�Q�V�R�Q �K�R�O�G�V �W�K�D�W �Z�K�D�W �K�D�S�S�H�Q�V �D�W �W�K�H �P�R�V�W �E�D�V�L�F �O�H�Y�H�O �Z�K�H�Q 

engaging with the computer interface is not mediation on the way towards 

�L�Q�W�H�U�O�R�F�X�W�L�R�Q�� �E�X�W �
�W�K�H �W�D�N�L�Q�J �R�I �D �S�O�D�F�H �I�R�U �R�Q�H�V�H�O�I���R�Q�H �V�H�O�I���V�H�H�P�L�Q�J�O�\ 

�E�H�\�R�Q�G �W�K�H �U�H�D�F�K �R�I �W�K�D�W �Z�K�L�F�K �L�V �U�H�D�G�\�� �D�Q�G �V�H�H�P�L�Q�J�O�\�� �E�\ �H�[�W�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�� 

�E�H�\�R�Q�G �R�Q�H���V �R�Z�Q �H�P�E�R�G�L�H�G �V�H�O�I���� �5�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�L�Q�J �'�H�U�U�L�G�D�� �-�R�K�Q�V�R�Q �F�D�O�O�V �W�K�L�V 

phenomenon “an ultimately terrifying prospect of an uncanny encounter 

with oneself—the ghost in the machine—against which one seeks to pro -

�W�H�F�W �R�Q�H�V�H�O�I �L�Q �D�G�Y�D�Q�F�H �E�\ �S�R�V�L�W�L�Q�J �D�Q �R�W�K�H�U �W�K�D�W �L�V�� �� �O�L�N�H �H�Y�H�U�\ �R�W�K�H�U�� �Z�K�R�O�O�\ 

�R�W�K�H�U�� ���…�ƒ�ƒ�Œ�� �„�Š�ƒ���� �5�D�W�K�H�U �W�K�D�Q �P�H�G�L�D�W�L�Q�J �L�Q �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �V�H�O�I �D�Q�G 

�R�W�K�H�U�V�� �W�K�H�Q�� �Y�L�G�H�R�F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�L�Q�J �W�K�U�R�Z�V �W�K�H �V�H�O�I �E�D�F�N �R�Q �W�K�H �V�H�O�I�� �7�K�L�V �L�V �L�Q�G�H�H�G 

�D�Q �X�Q�F�D�Q�Q�\ �H�Q�F�R�X�Q�W�H�U�� �H�Y�H�Q �P�R�U�H �V�R �E�H�F�D�X�V�H �L�W �L�V �D�Q �X�Q�V�R�O�L�F�L�W�H�G �H�Q�F�R�X�Q�W�H�U 

�L�P�S�R�V�H�G �E�\ �W�K�H �V�\�V�W�H�P�� �Z�K�L�F�K �O�H�D�G�V �W�K�H �V�H�O�I �W�R �S�U�R�W�H�F�W �W�K�H �V�H�O�I �E�\ �L�P�D�J�L���Q�L���Q�J 

the self as other. 

�+�H�Q�F�H�� �L�Q �Y�L�G�H�R�F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�U�H �D�U�H �W�Z�R �R�S�S�R�V�L�W�H �S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�V �D�W �Z�R�U�N�� �7�K�H�U�H 

is a process of distancing  �W�K�H �V�H�O�I �L�Q �W�K�H �U�H�5�H�F�W�L�R�Q �R�I �W�K�H �V�H�O�I �D�V �L�P�D�J�H�G �R�W�K�H�U �L�Q 

�W�K�H �V�F�U�H�H�Q���P�L�U�U�R�U�� �D�Q�G �W�K�H�U�H �L�V �D �S�U�R�F�H�V�V �R�I encountering the self when the self 

is thrown back on the self while engaging with the interface. Both processes 

�O�H�D�G �W�R�Z�D�U�G�V �L�P�D�J�L�Q�J �W�K�H �V�H�O�I �R�Q �W�K�H �V�F�U�H�H�Q �D�V �R�W�K�H�U�� �D�Q�G �E�R�W�K �S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�V 

�L�Q�F�L�W�H �X�V �W�R �W�K�L�Q�N �D�E�R�X�W �W�K�L�V �V�H�O�I���R�W�K�H�U �R�Q �V�F�U�H�H�Q�� �7�K�X�V�� �Y�L�G�H�R�F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�L�Q�J 

�H�Q�K�D�Q�F�H�V �V�H�O�I���U�H�5�H�[�L�Y�L�W�\ �I�U�R�P �W�Z�R �G�L�U�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �–�I �'�R�O�O�\ �3�D�U�W�R�Q �R�Q�F�H �U�H�P�L�Q�G�H�G 

�K�H�U �D�X�G�L�H�Q�F�H �W�R �
�4�Q�G �R�X�W �Z�K�R �\�R�X �D�U�H �D�Q�G �G�R �L�W �R�Q �S�X�U�S�R�V�H���� �Y�L�G�H�R�F�R�Q-

�I�H�U�H�Q�F�L�Q�J �V�R�P�H�K�R�Z �F�D�O�O�V �R�X�W �I�R�U �W�K�H �V�D�P�H�� �L�I �R�Q�O�\ �W�K�D�W �L�W �L�V �Q�R �O�R�Q�J�H�U �Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\ 

to remind us to do it on purpose. For video conference systems ensure that 

you cannot not  do it on purpose.

�6�H�O�I���5�H�5�H�[�L�Y�L�W�\���L�Q���9�L�G�H�R�F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�L�Q�J�� 

�6�H�O�I���0�R�Q�L�W�R�U�L�Q�J���…���ƒ

�7�K�H�U�H �K�D�Y�H �E�H�H�Q �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W �P�R�G�H�V �R�I �V�H�O�I���U�H�5�H�[�L�Y�L�W�\ �L�Q �F�L�Q�H�P�D�� �S�R�S�X�O�D�U �P�H�G�L�D 

�F�X�O�W�X�U�H�� �D�U�W�� �D�Q�G �D�G�Y�H�U�W�L�V�L�Q�J�� �7�K�H�V�H �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W �P�R�G�H�V �D�U�H �E�D�V�H�G �R�Q �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W 

�F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�V �R�I �W�K�H �D�X�G�L�H�Q�F�H�� �7�K�L�V �L�Q �U�H�Y�H�U�V�H �V�X�J�J�H�V�W�V �W�K�D�W �V�H�O�I���U�H�5�H�[�L�Y�L�W�\ �L�V 

�D �P�R�G�H �R�I �D�G�G�U�H�V�V �U�D�W�K�H�U �W�K�D�Q �D �W�H�[�W�X�D�O �I�H�D�W�X�U�H�� �/�L�N�H �L�Q �P�R�G�H�U�Q �D�U�W�� �W�K�H 

�F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O �D�Q�G �G�L�G�D�F�W�L�F �P�R�G�H�V �R�I �W�K�H �„�Œ�ˆ�ƒ�V �D�Q�G �„�Œ�‰�ƒ�V �D�U�W�K�R�X�V�H �F�L�Q�H�P�D �L�P�D�J�L�Q�H�G 

�D�X�G�L�H�Q�F�H�V �D�V �V�X�•�H�U�L�Q�J �I�U�R�P ���P�H�G�L�D�� �L�Q�F�R�P�S�H�W�H�Q�F�H �D�Q�G �E�H�L�Q�J �L�Q �Q�H�H�G �R�I 

education and enlightenment.  �7�K�H �L�U�R�Q�L�F �D�Q�G �S�D�U�R�G�L�F �P�R�G�H�V �R�I �V�H�O�I���U�H�5�H�[�L�Y�L�W�\ 

�W�K�D�W �W�K�H �F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O �D�Q�G �G�L�G�D�F�W�L�F �P�R�G�H�V �K�D�Y�H �J�L�Y�H�Q �Z�D�\ �W�R �V�L�Q�F�H �„�Œ�‹�ƒ�V �S�R�V�W-

modernism are festive modes rather than revelatory modes in that they 

address the audience as media-literate spectators and acknowledge and 

celebrate their media expertise more than disclosing the workings of the 

�P�H�G�L�X�P �L�W�V�H�O�I ���=�L�P�P�H�U�P�D�Q�Q �I�R�U�W�K�F�R�P�L�Q�J �…�ƒ�…�„����



������

�6�H�O�I���U�H�5�H�[�L�Y�L�W�\ �L�Q �Y�L�G�H�R�F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�L�Q�J �G�L�•�H�U�V �I�U�R�P �W�K�H �F�L�Q�H�P�D�W�L�F �P�R�G�H�V �R�I 

�V�H�O�I���U�H�5�H�[�L�Y�L�W�\�� �$�V �P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�H�G �D�E�R�Y�H�� �W�K�H �V�H�O�I �L�Q �F�L�Q�H�P�D�W�L�F �V�H�O�I���U�H�5�H�[�L�Y�L�W�\ 

�U�H�I�H�U�V �W�R �W�K�H �P�H�G�L�X�P�� �Z�K�H�U�H�D�V �V�H�O�I���U�H�5�H�[�L�Y�L�W�\ �L�Q �Y�L�G�H�R�F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�L�Q�J �U�H�I�H�U�V 

�4�U�V�W �R�I �D�O�O �W�R �W�K�H �V�H�O�I�� �6�H�O�I���U�H�5�H�[�L�Y�L�W�\ �L�Q �F�L�Q�H�P�D �L�V �O�D�U�J�H�O�\ �D �P�R�G�H �R�I �D�G�G�U�H�V�V �R�I 

�V�S�H�F�W�D�W�R�U�V�� �–�W �V�S�H�D�N�V �W�R �R�W�K�H�U�V�� �6�H�O�I���U�H�5�H�[�L�Y�L�W�\ �L�Q �Y�L�G�H�R�F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�L�Q�J�� �R�Q �W�K�H 

�R�W�K�H�U �K�D�Q�G�� �V�S�H�D�N�V �W�R �W�K�H �V�H�O�I �L�Q �D �P�R�G�H �R�I �D�G�G�U�H�V�V �W�K�D�W �F�D�Q �E�H �G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G 

as call for self-monitoring. But self-monitoring in a media environment like 

videoconferencing is self-monitoring taken to a second level. It is the critical 

�U�H�5�H�F�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G �W�K�X�V �D �V�H�O�I���U�H�5�H�[�L�Y�H �S�U�R�F�H�V�V���R�I �V�H�O�I���P�R�Q�L�W�R�U�L�Q�J�� �7�K�H �F�R�Q�F�H�S�W 

�R�I �V�H�O�I���P�R�Q�L�W�R�U�L�Q�J �Z�D�V �L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H�G �E�\ �0�D�U�N �6�Q�\�G�H�U �L�Q �W�K�H �„�Œ�Š�ƒ�V�� �–�W �I�R�F�X�V�H�V �R�Q 

�K�R�Z �S�H�R�S�O�H �P�R�Q�L�W�R�U �W�K�H�L�U �V�H�O�I���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� �H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�Y�H �E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U�� �D�Q�G �Q�R�Q-

�Y�H�U�E�D�O �H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q���L�Q �V�K�R�U�W�� �W�K�H�L�U �S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H���L�Q �L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q �Z�L�W�K �R�W�K�H�U�V�� 

knowing that others monitor their behavior as well. Self-monitoring is an 

�H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G �F�R�Q�F�H�S�W �L�Q �V�R�F�L�R�O�R�J�\�� �V�R �Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J �Q�H�Z �X�Q�G�H�U �W�K�H �V�X�Q�� �%�X�W �Y�L�G�H�R�F�R�Q-

�I�H�U�H�Q�F�L�Q�J �K�D�V �J�L�Y�H�Q �V�H�O�I���P�R�Q�L�W�R�U�L�Q�J �D �Q�H�Z �Y�L�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\�� �$�Q�G�� �D�V �D �F�R�Q�V�H�T�X�H�Q�F�H�� �L�W 

�K�D�V �R�S�H�Q�H�G �L�W �X�S �W�R �F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O �V�H�O�I���U�H�5�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� 

Videoconferencing may be primarily conceived and used as a communication 

tool that mediates between two or more interlocutors. But it is just as much a 

monitoring tool of the self. To communicate with others in video conferences 

is to consciously and constantly monitor the self as imaged self/other. It is 

�V�H�O�I���P�R�Q�L�W�R�U�L�Q�J �…���ƒ�� �7�K�L�V �L�V �Q�R�W �D �I�X�Q�G�D�P�H�Q�W�D�O�O�\ �Q�H�Z �S�K�H�Q�R�P�H�Q�R�Q �L�Q �F�R�P-

�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �P�H�G�L�D�� �<�H�W �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �P�H�G�L�D�� �D�Q�G �Y�L�G�H�R�F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�L�Q�J �L�Q 

�S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�� �K�D�Y�H �P�D�G�H �W�K�L�V �P�R�U�H �H�Y�L�G�H�Q�W �W�K�D�Q �H�Y�H�U�� �D�Q�G �W�K�X�V �K�D�Y�H �R�S�H�Q�H�G �L�W �X�S 

�I�R�U �W�K�L�Q�N�L�Q�J �D�E�R�X�W �W�K�H �U�H�5�H�F�W�L�R�Q �R�I �W�K�H �V�H�O�I �R�Q �V�F�U�H�H�Q�� �7�K�L�V �V�H�O�I���U�H�5�H�[�L�Y�L�W�\ �K�D�V 

�Q�R�W �E�H�H�Q �V�R�O�L�F�L�W�H�G �E�\ �X�V�H�U�V�� �E�X�W �L�P�S�R�V�H�G �E�\ �Y�L�G�H�R �F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H �V�\�V�W�H�P�V�� �D�Q�G �L�W 

therefore is no longer only about the self. It is more and more also about the 

media—and what it does to the self. 
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�I�R�U�P�V���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�L�H�Q�F�H���W�X�U�Q�H�G���Q�H�F�H�V�V�L�W�\���I�R�U�� 

�V�W�D�\���D�W���K�R�P�H���F�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U�V�����H�Y�H�Q���D�V���S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�V���P�D�G�H�� 

�X�V�H���R�I���V�W�D�\���D�W���K�R�P�H���R�U�G�H�U�V���W�R���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���H�[�S�O�R�L�W�����D�Q�G��
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�F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�L�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���U�L�V�N���D�U�H���W�Z�R���V�L�G�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���F�R�L�Q����

�V�K�D�S�L�Q�J���K�R�Z���S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�V���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���D���O�R�J�L�F���R�I���L�Q�W�H�U��

�P�H�G�L�D�W�L�R�Q���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���H�Q�W�U�H�Q�F�K���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H��

�S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F�����7�K�L�V���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�V���P�H�G�L�D���V�W�X�G�L�H�V���W�R���W�X�U�Q���L�W�V��

�D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���W�R�Z�D�U�G�V���W�K�H���O�R�J�L�F���R�I���L�Q�W�H�U�P�H�G�L�D�W�L�R�Q���� 

�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F���P�H�G�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W���I�R�U��

�W�K�H���Z�D�\�V���S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�V���H�[�S�O�R�L�W���W�K�H���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���F�U�L�V�L�V���W�R���I�X�U��

�W�K�H�U���H�Q�W�U�H�Q�F�K���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���Y�L�D���D���F�R�P�E�L�Q�H�G���D�S�S�H�D�O�� 

�W�R���F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�L�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���U�L�V�N��



������ Pandemic Media

Pandemic platforms can be understood through the convergence of two 

�E�X�E�E�O�H�V�� �7�K�H �4�U�V�W �L�V �D �V�S�H�F�X�O�D�W�L�Y�H �E�X�E�E�O�H �W�K�D�W �J�D�Y�H �U�L�V�H �W�R �W�K�H �P�R�Q�R�S�R�O�L�V�W�L�F 

�S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�V �W�K�D�W �K�D�Y�H �F�R�P�H �W�R �G�R�P�L�Q�D�W�H �G�L�J�L�W�D�O �O�L�I�H�� �7�K�L�V �4�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O �E�X�E�E�O�H �E�H�J�L�Q�V 

�Z�L�W�K �W�K�H �G�R�W���F�R�P �E�R�R�P �D�Q�G �E�X�V�W �R�I �W�K�H �O�D�W�H �„�Œ�Œ�ƒ�V�� �D�Q�G �U�H�V�X�U�J�H�G �S�R�V�W���…�ƒ�ƒ�Œ�� 

when high risk and rapid return investments in tech companies transformed 

the industry by prioritizing speculative ventures over the long-term viability 

�R�U �X�W�L�O�L�W�\ �R�I �V�W�D�U�W���X�S�V ���6�U�Q�L�F�H�N �…�ƒ�„�‰���� �–�Q�G�H�H�G �W�K�H �W�H�U�P �
�V�W�D�U�W���X�S�� �F�D�S�W�X�U�H�V �W�K�H 

�Y�H�U�\ �O�R�J�L�F �R�I �4�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O �E�X�E�E�O�H�V�� �7�K�H �G�R�W���F�R�P �F�U�D�V�K �I�R�U�F�H�G �F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V �W�R �4�Q�G 

�Q�H�Z �D�Y�H�Q�X�H�V �W�R �S�U�R�4�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\�� �V�K�D�S�L�Q�J �D�G���G�U�L�Y�H�Q �G�D�W�D �P�L�Q�L�Q�J�� �R�Q �W�K�H �R�Q�H �K�D�Q�G�� 

�D�Q�G �W�K�H �H���F�R�P�P�H�U�F�H �J�L�D�Q�W�V �W�K�D�W �G�R�P�L�Q�D�W�H �W�K�H �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P �H�F�R�Q�R�P�\ �W�R�G�D�\�� �R�Q �W�K�H 

other. The second bubble is based on personal health and public safety and 

�H�Q�F�D�S�V�X�O�D�W�H�V �S�H�R�S�O�H���V �H�Y�H�U�\�G�D�\ �D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V �G�X�U�L�Q�J �W�K�H �&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ �F�U�L�V�L�V���D�O�E�H�L�W �L�Q 

�V�K�D�U�S�O�\ �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W �Z�D�\�V�� �7�K�L�V �L�G�H�D �R�I �W�K�H �
�E�X�E�E�O�H�� �K�D�V �T�X�L�F�N�O�\ �E�H�F�R�P�H �D �G�R�P�L-

�Q�D�Q�W �P�H�W�D�S�K�R�U �I�R�U �F�R�U�R�Q�D�Y�L�U�X�V���H�U�D �F�R���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q �D�Q�G �F�R���K�D�E�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� �V�X�F�K �D�V 

�K�H�D�O�W�K �D�Q�G �W�U�D�Y�H�O �E�X�E�E�O�H�V�� �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �S�R�G�V�� �D�Q�G �T�X�D�U�D�Q�W�H�D�P�V�� �&�D�Q�D�G�D���V �G�H�S�X�W�\ 

�K�H�D�O�W�K �R�]�F�H�U �H�Y�H�Q �I�U�D�P�H�G �R�Q�H���V �S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O �V�S�D�F�H �L�Q �W�K�R�V�H �W�H�U�P�V �D�V �K�H �D�G�Y�L�V�H�G 

�W�K�H �Q�D�W�L�R�Q �W�R �
�V�W�D�\ �L�Q �\�R�X�U �E�X�E�E�O�H�� ���
���6�W�D�\ �L�Q �<�R�X�U �%�X�E�E�O�H���� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� �%�X�W �Z�K�L�O�H 

�S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �E�X�E�E�O�H�V �D�U�H �S�R�S�X�O�D�U�O�\ �W�L�H�G �W�R �K�H�D�O�W�K �D�Q�G �V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\�� �L�W �L�V �D�O�V�R �F�O�H�D�U �W�K�D�W 

�W�K�H�\ �F�D�Q �E�H �G�H�H�S�O�\ �K�D�]�D�U�G�R�X�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J �V�F�U�H�H�Q �I�D�W�L�J�X�H �D�Q�G �D�G�G�L�F�W�L�R�Q�� �L�V�R-

�O�D�W�L�R�Q �D�Q�G �G�H�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G �S�U�R�E�O�H�P�V �R�I �D�F�F�H�V�V�� �D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G �D�E�O�H�L�V�P ���*�L�Q�V-

�E�X�U�J�� �0�L�O�O�V�� �D�Q�G �5�D�S�S �…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� 

�7�K�H �V�S�H�F�X�O�D�W�L�Y�H �E�X�E�E�O�H �S�U�R�G�X�F�H�V �W�K�H �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P �H�F�R�Q�R�P�\�� �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �E�X�E�E�O�H 

�U�H�P�D�N�H�V �D�Q�G �L�Q�W�H�Q�V�L�4�H�V �D�V�S�H�F�W�V �R�I �L�W�� �Z�L�W�K �4�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O �D�Q�D�O�\�V�W�V �O�L�N�H �5�R�\�D�O �%�D�Q�N �R�I 

�&�D�Q�D�G�D���V �-�R�K�Q �6�W�D�F�N�K�R�X�V�H �J�R�L�Q�J �V�R �I�D�U �D�V �W�R �F�D�O�O �W�K�L�V �W�K�H �
�S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F�� 

���…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� �–�Q �Z�K�D�W �I�R�O�O�R�Z�V�� �Z�H �E�U�L�H�5�\ �H�[�D�P�L�Q�H �K�R�Z �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�H�G �O�L�I�H �L�V �W�U�D�Q�V�I�R�U�P�H�G 

�E�\ �W�K�H �F�X�U�U�H�Q�W �F�U�L�V�L�V�� �I�R�F�X�V�L�Q�J �R�Q �W�K�H �U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O �V�H�U-

vices and the experience of convenience ( consumers���� �D�Q�G �K�R�Z �W�K�L�V �Q�R�W�L�R�Q �R�I 

convenience generates risk and exposure for those who work to produce it 

(laborers).

�7�K�H�U�H �D�U�H �W�Z�R �J�H�Q�H�U�D�O �P�R�G�H�O�V �I�R�U �X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�V�� �7�K�H �4�U�V�W �Y�L�H�Z�� 

�F�R�P�P�R�Q �L�Q �P�H�G�L�D �V�W�X�G�L�H�V�� �X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�V �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�V �D�V �D �E�D�V�H �W�K�D�W �V�X�S�S�R�U�W�V 

�V�R�F�L�D�O �P�H�G�L�D �D�Q�G �U�H�O�D�W�H�G �D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V�� �<�R�X�7�X�E�H�� �7�Z�L�W�W�H�U�� �7�Z�L�W�F�K�� �)�D�F�H�E�R�R�N�� �H�W�F�� 

The second model is as an economic intermediary between two people or 

�H�Q�W�L�W�L�H�V �W�R �I�D�F�L�O�L�W�D�W�H �4�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O �W�U�D�Q�V�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V ���(�L�V�H�Q�P�D�Q�Q�� �3�D�U�N�H�U�� �D�Q�G �$�O�V�W�\�Q�H 

�…�ƒ�ƒ�‰�� �.�R�N�X�U�\�� �„�Œ�Œ�‡�� �6�W�H�L�Q�E�H�U�J �…�ƒ�„�Œ���� �6�L�Q�F�H �W�K�H �…�ƒ�ƒ�ƒ�V�� �W�U�D�Q�V�D�F�W�L�R�Q�D�O �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�V 

�O�L�N�H �W�K�H �)�$�$�1�* ���)�D�F�H�E�R�R�N�� �$�P�D�]�R�Q�� �$�S�S�O�H�� �1�H�W�5�L�[�� �*�R�R�J�O�H�� �D�Q�G �%�$�7 ���%�D�L�G�X�� 

�$�O�L�E�D�E�D�� �7�H�Q�F�H�Q�W�� �J�L�D�Q�W�V�� �D�P�R�Q�J �P�D�Q�\ �R�W�K�H�U�V�� �K�D�Y�H �E�H�F�R�P�H �L�Q�W�H�U�P�H�G�L�D�U�L�H�V 

�I�R�U �H�Y�H�U�\�G�D�\ �H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H�� �G�L�V�S�O�D�F�L�Q�J �Q�H�Z�V�S�D�S�H�U�V�� �D�G �D�J�H�Q�F�L�H�V�� �4�O�P �W�K�H�D�W�U�H�V�� 

�E�R�R�N�V�H�O�O�H�U�V�� �G�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W �V�W�R�U�H�V�� �F�O�R�X�G �S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�U�V�� �W�D�[�L�V�� �K�R�W�H�O�V�� �D�Q�G �P�X�F�K �H�O�V�H��

What platform intermediaries provide consumers is convenience. The con -

�Y�H�Q�L�H�Q�F�H �R�I �Q�R�W �J�R�L�Q�J �W�R �D �Y�L�G�H�R �V�W�R�U�H�� �R�I �Q�R�W �U�H���H�Q�W�H�U�L�Q�J �F�U�H�G�L�W �F�D�U�G �L�Q�I�R�U-

�P�D�W�L�R�Q �I�R�U �H�Y�H�U�\ �W�U�D�Q�V�D�F�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I �F�D�O�O�L�Q�J �D �G�U�L�Y�H�U �W�R �\�R�X�U �K�R�P�H �Z�L�W�K �D�Q �D�S�S�� 



Pandemic Platforms ������

of internet-mediated transactions of all types. Tim Wu has described conve-

�Q�L�H�Q�F�H���L�Q���W�K�H���W�Z�H�Q�W�\���4���U�V�W���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\���D�V���
�P�R�U�H���H�]�����F�L�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���H�D�V�L�H�U���Z�D�\�V���R�I���G�R�L�Q�J��

�S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���W�D�V�N�V�����D�Q�G���
�S�H�U�K�D�S�V���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���S�R�Z�H�U�I�X�O���I�R�U�F�H���V�K�D�S�L�Q�J���R�X�U���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O��

�O�L�Y�H�V���D�Q�G���R�X�U���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�H�V�������:�X���…�ƒ�„�‹�������&�R�Q�Y�H�Q�L�H�Q�F�H���L�V�����R�I���F�R�X�U�V�H�����D���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O�O�\��

�U�H�O�D�W�L�Y�H���F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�����7�L�H�U�Q�H�\���„�Œ�Œ�†�������&�R�Q�Y�H�Q�L�H�Q�F�H���L�V���S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G���E�\���D���V�S�D�F�H���W�L�P�H���F�R�P��

pression that gives rise to a feeling of ease linked historically to “increasing 

�S�U�H�V�V�X�U�H�V���R�I���W�L�P�H�����D�Q�G���W�L�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O���U�L�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U���V�R�F�L�H�W�\��

���6�K�R�Y�H���…�ƒ�ƒ�†�����…�…�������&�R�Q�Y�H�Q�L�H�Q�F�H���L�V���D�O�V�R���Z�K�D�W���6�L�D�Q�Q�H���1�J�D�L���Z�R�X�O�G���F�D�O�O���D�Q��

�
�D�H�V�W�K�H�W�L�F���F�D�W�H�J�R�U�\�������…�ƒ�„�…�������R�Q�H���Z�K�R�V�H���S�D�U�D�P�H�W�H�U�V���F�K�D�Q�J�H���D�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H��

�H�U�D���L�Q���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�����$�V���P�R�E�L�O�L�]�H�G���K�H�U�H�����F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�L�H�Q�F�H���L�V���P�R�U�H���V�S�H�F�L�4���F�D�O�O�\���W�L�H�G���W�R��

�W�K�H���O�X�U�H���R�I���L�P�P�H�G�L�D�F�\���R�•�� �H�U�H�G���E�\���W�H�F�K���F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V�����W�K�H���
�S�U�R�P�L�Q�H�Q�W���S�U�R�P�L�V�H��

�R�I���F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�L�H�Q�F�H�����Z�L�W�K���L�W�V���H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V���R�Q���L�P�P�H�G�L�D�F�\���D�Q�G���L�Q�V�W�D�Q�W���J�U�D�W�L�4���F�D�W�L�R�Q����

���$�S�S�D�G�X�U�D�L���D�Q�G���$�O�H�[�D�Q�G�H�U���…�ƒ�…�ƒ�����…�„�����W�K�D�W���$�S�S�D�U�G�X�U�D�L���D�Q�G���$�O�H�[�D�Q�G�H�U���4���Q�G���D�W���W�K�H��

�K�H�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���D�S�S�H�D�O���R�I���6�L�O�L�F�R�Q���9�D�O�O�H�\���F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H�L�U���S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�V�����–�Q�G�H�H�G����

convenience is crucial to how platforms disrupt existing industries and carve 

out new revenue streams for big tech. But amid critiques of data extraction 

�D�Q�G���V�X�U�Y�H�L�O�O�D�Q�F�H���F�D�S�L�W�D�O�L�V�P�����$�Q�G�U�H�M�H�Y�L�F���…�ƒ�ƒ�Œ�����=�X�E�R�•�� ���…�ƒ�„�Œ�������O�H�V�V���D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���K�D�V��

been given to how convenience structures the consumption or production 

sides of the platform economy—an issue that is exacerbated by the COVID 

crisis.

�>�)�L�J�X�U�H���‚�@���3�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F���S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�V���P�D�N�H���F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�L�H�Q�F�H���H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O�����6�R�X�U�F�H�����1�H�Y�H�V���D�Q�G���6�W�H�L�Q�E�H�U�J��

�����������b�L�P�D�J�H���G�H�V�L�J�Q���E�\���7�H�D�J�D�Q���/�D�Q�F�H��

The COVID pandemic transforms our relationship to platforms and to con-

�Y�H�Q�L�H�Q�F�H���E�\���H�[�S�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���Q�R�U�P�D�O�L�]�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�Y�H���E�X�E�E�O�H�����G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�L�Q�J����

�V�K�H�O�W�H�U�L�Q�J�����T�X�D�U�D�Q�W�L�Q�H�����H�W�F���������7�K�L�V���E�X�E�E�O�H���E�U�L�Q�J�V���Z�L�W�K���L�W���W�Z�R���V�H�W�V���R�I���G�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�V��

that reorder our everyday activities: 

 �� �(�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O���Y�V�����Q�R�Q���H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O�����Z�R�U�N�H�U�V�����W�D�V�N�V�����L�W�H�P�V��

 �� �5�H�P�R�W�H���Y�V�����L�Q���S�H�U�V�R�Q�����Z�R�U�N�����V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V�����L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V����



������ Pandemic Media

�–�Q���W�K�L�V���F�R�Q�W�H�[�W�����D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���W�K�D�W���D�U�H���E�R�W�K��remote and essential take the place of 

�P�R�V�W���L�Q���S�H�U�V�R�Q���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V�����O�L�N�H���J�R�L�Q�J���W�R���Z�R�U�N���R�U���W�R���W�K�H���J�U�R�F�H�U�\���V�W�R�U�H�����Z�K�L�F�K���D�U�H��

�I�X�U�W�K�H�U���V�K�L�I�W�H�G���R�Q�W�R���S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�V�����4���J�����„�������7�K�L�V���L�V���W�R���R�E�V�H�U�Y�H���D�Q���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���W�U�D�Q�V��

formation: what was merely convenient just a few months ago has become 

�L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�D�O���W�R���H�Y�H�U�\�G�D�\���O�L�I�H���I�R�U���P�D�Q�\���S�H�R�S�O�H�����3�X�W���G�L�•�� �H�U�H�Q�W�O�\�����W�K�L�V���L�Q�W�H�U�V�H�F��

tion recasts convenience as an essential or necessary service. The impact of this 

shift for digital platforms is crucial and divisive. For the quarantined and the 

�Y�X�O�Q�H�U�D�E�O�H�����S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F���S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�V���H�P�H�U�J�H�G���D�V���E�D�V�L�F���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J���D�F�F�H�V�V��

�D�Q�G���G�H�O�L�Y�H�U�\���R�I���I�R�R�G�����P�H�G�L�F�L�Q�H�����K�R�X�V�H�K�R�O�G���L�W�H�P�V�����7�9���D�Q�G���P�R�Y�L�H�V�����V�W�U�H�D�P�L�Q�J������

�D�Q�G���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���Z�L�W�K���O�R�Y�H�G���R�Q�H�V�����V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�����D�Q�G���F�R�Z�R�U�N�H�U�V�����H���J�����=�R�R�P�������–�Q���D�Q���H�U�D��

�R�I���F�R�Q�W�D�J�L�R�Q�����U�H�P�R�W�H�Q�H�V�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���D�E�V�H�Q�F�H���R�I���K�X�P�D�Q���W�R�X�F�K���L�V���D�W���D���S�U�H�P�L�X�P����

and many platform intermediaries are well positioned to provide essential 

�V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���D�W���D���G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�����$�P�D�]�R�Q�����D�V���R�Q�H���S�H�U�V�R�Q���F�O�R�V�H���W�R���W�K�H���F�R�P�S�D�Q�\���S�X�W�V���L�W�����L�V��

�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�L�Q�J���L�W�V�H�O�I���D�V���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���5�H�G���&�U�R�V�V�����/�H�H���D�Q�G���1�L�O�V�V�R�Q���…�ƒ�…�ƒ������

�>�)�L�J�X�U�H�����@���(�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O���D�Q�G���L�Q���S�H�U�V�R�Q���S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�V���S�U�R�G�X�F�H���U�L�V�N���D�Q�G���H�[�S�R�V�X�U�H�����6�R�X�U�F�H�����1�H�Y�H�V���D�Q�G��

�6�W�H�L�Q�E�H�U�J�������������b�L�P�D�J�H���G�H�V�L�J�Q���E�\���7�H�D�J�D�Q���/�D�Q�F�H��

�%�X�W���W�K�H���F�R�Q�5���D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H��essential and the convenient  also obscures much 

about pandemic platforms. Not only does this pervasive discourse under-

stand platforms from the perspective of distancing and privileged con-

�V�X�P�H�U�V���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���X�V�H���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W�O�H�V�V���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���W�R���R�U�G�H�U�����U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�����D�Q�G���U�D�W�H���E�X�W��

it diminishes how the production of convenience itself generates inequality 

�D�Q�G���Y�X�O�Q�H�U�D�E�L�O�L�W�\�����7�K�H�U�H���D�U�H�����R�I���F�R�X�U�V�H�����L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���U�H�D�V�R�Q�V���W�R���H�Q�V�X�U�H���H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O��

services and minimize human contact. This is not in dispute. What concerns 

us here is how pandemic platforms exploit essential and in-person labor (see 

�4���J�����…�����L�Q���Z�D�\�V���W�K�D�W���L�Q�W�H�Q�V�L�I�\���U�L�V�N���D�Q�G���H�[�S�R�V�X�U�H�����H���J�����I�R�U���J�U�R�F�H�U�\���F�O�H�U�N�V�����Q�X�U�V�H�V����

warehouse and delivery workers) and contribute to the consolidation of the 

platform industry. A recent headline captures the situation: “The Economy 

�L�V���5�H�H�O�L�Q�J�����7�K�H���7�H�F�K���*�L�D�Q�W�V���6�S�\���2�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\�������–�V�D�D�F���…�ƒ�…�ƒ�������–�Q�V�W�H�D�G���Z�H���Q�H�H�G��

�W�R���U�H���D�V�N���D�Q���R�O�G���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�����Z�K�R���S�U�R�G�X�F�H�V���F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�L�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���Z�K�R���F�R�Q�V�X�P�H�V���L�W����



������

�D�Q�G �X�Q�G�H�U �Z�K�D�W �F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V�" �–�Q �W�K�L�V �Z�D�\�� �W�K�H �F�X�U�U�H�Q�W �F�U�L�V�L�V �E�R�W�K �P�D�N�H�V �Y�L�V�L�E�O�H 

�D�O�U�H�D�G�\���H�[�L�V�W�L�Q�J �S�U�H�F�D�U�L�W�\���$�P�D�]�R�Q �Z�D�U�H�K�R�X�V�H�V�� �W�K�H �J�L�J �H�F�R�Q�R�P�\�� �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P��

�P�H�G�L�D�W�H�G �F�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W �Z�R�U�N�H�U�V ���&�K�H�Q �D�Q�G �6�X�Q �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �6�F�K�R�O�] �…�ƒ�„�Š�����D�Q�G �L�Q�W�H�Q�V�L�4�H�V 

�J�L�J�L�4�F�D�W�L�R�Q �D�Q�G �V�H�O�I���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\ �E�\ �X�V�L�Q�J �W�K�H �F�U�L�V�L�V �W�R �P�D�N�H �W�K�L�V �Z�R�U�N 

essential. It also presents new opportunities for political dissent and worker 

�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �Q�R�W �O�H�D�V�W �R�I �Z�K�L�F�K �Z�H�U�H �V�W�U�L�N�H�V �E�\ �$�P�D�]�R�Q �D�Q�G �–�Q�V�W�D�F�D�U�W �Z�R�U�N�H�U�V 

���/�H�U�P�D�Q �D�Q�G �7�L�N�X �…�ƒ�…�ƒ����

As platformed convenience becomes the new normal amidst an ethical 

�U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W �W�R �5�D�W�W�H�Q �W�K�H �F�X�U�Y�H �D�Q�G �H�Q�V�X�U�H �D�F�F�H�V�V �W�R �E�D�V�L�F�V�� �D �I�H�Z �F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V 

have emerged as the lead providers of essential-remote services. From the 

�S�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H �R�I �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �P�H�G�L�D�� �N�H�\ �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�V �O�L�N�H �$�P�D�]�R�Q�� �0�L�F�U�R�V�R�I�W�� �1�H�W�5�L�[�� 

�:�K�D�W�V�$�S�S�� �D�Q�G �=�R�R�P �S�O�D�\ �D�Q �R�X�W�V�L�]�H�G �U�R�O�H �L�Q �V�K�D�S�L�Q�J �H�Y�H�U�\�G�D�\ �O�L�I�H ���L�Q �1�R�U�W�K 

�$�P�H�U�L�F�D �D�Q�G �E�H�\�R�Q�G���� �=�R�R�P�� �L�Q �S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�� �L�V �D �F�U�X�F�L�D�O �H�[�D�P�S�O�H �R�I �Z�K�D�W �Z�H �D�U�H 

�F�D�O�O�L�Q�J �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�V�� �–�Q �W�K�H �V�S�D�Q �R�I �D �I�H�Z �P�R�Q�W�K�V�� �L�W �K�D�V �V�K�L�I�W�H�G �I�U�R�P 

�D �Q�L�F�K�H �V�X�E�V�F�U�L�S�W�L�R�Q �V�H�U�Y�L�F�H �W�R �D �E�D�V�L�F �L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H �X�V�H�G �I�R�U �Z�R�U�N�� �K�D�S�S�\ 

�K�R�X�U�V�� �D�Q�G �H�Y�H�Q �I�X�Q�H�U�D�O�V�� �–�Q �'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U �…�ƒ�„�Œ�� �=�R�R�P �K�D�G �D �X�V�H�U �E�D�V�H �R�I �„�ƒ �P�L�O-

�O�L�R�Q�� �%�\ �$�S�U�L�O �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �=�R�R�P �F�O�D�L�P�V �L�W �K�D�V �
�†�ƒ�ƒ �P�L�O�O�L�R�Q �G�D�L�O�\ �P�H�H�W�L�Q�J �S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�Q�W�V�� 

���:�D�U�U�H�Q �…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� �–�W �K�D�V �J�R�Q�H �I�U�R�P �D �P�L�Q�R�U �V�R�I�W�Z�D�U�H �W�R �E�H�F�R�P�H �D �S�U�R�S�U�L�H�W�D�U�\ 

eponym and a verb: let’s Zoom.

�=�R�R�P ���O�L�N�H �6�O�D�F�N�� �7�H�D�P�V�� �D�Q�G �R�W�K�H�U�V�� �E�U�L�Q�J�V �U�H�Q�H�Z�H�G �D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q �W�R �W�H�O�H�Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J�� 

�Q�R�Z �H�[�S�D�Q�G�H�G �Z�H�O�O �E�H�\�R�Q�G �W�H�F�K �M�R�E�V �D�Q�G �S�U�L�Y�L�O�H�J�H�G �G�L�J�L�W�D�O �Q�R�P�D�G�V�� �D�V �D�Q 

�H�Y�H�U�\�G�D�\ �Q�H�F�H�V�V�L�W�\ ���*�U�H�J�J �…�ƒ�„�†���� �7�K�L�V �L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V�� �L�Q �P�D�Q�\ �D�U�H�D�V�� �D �F�U�X�F�L�D�O �U�R�O�H �I�R�U 

live and asynchronous video for a wide range of jobs—from telemedicine to 

�W�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J�� �–�Q �W�H�U�P�V �R�I �K�L�J�K�H�U �H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G �W�K�H �Z�R�U�N �R�I �P�H�G�L�D �V�W�X�G�L�H�V �L�Q �S�D�U-

�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�� �L�W���V �D �P�R�P�H�Q�W �Z�K�H�Q �W�K�H �R�E�M�H�F�W �R�I �V�W�X�G�\ �D�O�V�R �E�H�F�R�P�H�V �D�Q �L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�D�O 

�F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�� �7�K�L�V �L�V �D�O�V�R �W�R �S�U�H�V�V�X�U�H �W�K�H �F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�X�D�O �G�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�� �V�X�J�J�H�V�W�H�G �D�E�R�Y�H�� 

separating consumers and producers in the platform economy. For all its 

�D�Q�D�O�\�W�L�F �X�W�L�O�L�W�\ ���4�L�X�� �*�U�H�J�J�� �D�Q�G �&�U�D�Z�I�R�U�G �…�ƒ�„�‡���� �W�K�L�V �V�H�S�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q �E�H�J�V �W�K�H �T�X�H�V-

tion of how to parse the range of activities carried out on platforms like Zoom: 

�D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F�V �S�U�R�G�X�F�H �F�R�X�U�V�H �F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W�� �X�V�H �W�K�H �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P �W�R �D�W�W�H�Q�G �P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�V �D�Q�G 

�F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V�� �K�R�O�G �R�]�F�H �K�R�X�U�V�� �F�R�Q�G�X�F�W �U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K ���D�V �L�Q �W�K�H �F�X�U�U�H�Q�W �I�D�V�F�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q 

�Z�L�W�K �U�H�P�R�W�H �H�W�K�Q�R�J�U�D�S�K�\���� �D�Q�G �H�Y�H�Q �I�R�U�P �S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O �U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S�V�� �6�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V �E�\ 

the same token both watch  Zoom and also regularly generate their own con -

tent and uses.
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�>�)�L�J�X�U�H ���@ �7�K�H �
�– �<�L�H�O�G �0�\ �7�L�P�H�� �P�H�P�H �V�S�H�D�N�V �W�R �W�K�H �U�D�S�L�G �V�L�J�Q�L�4�F�D�Q�F�H �R�I �=�R�R�P �D�Q�G �W�K�H �Z�D�\�V 

that media platforms penetrate all aspects of life during the COVID crisis. (Source: Screengrab 

from YouTube video: https://www.gq.com/story/lapd-i-yield-my-time-guy)

The rise of platforms like Zoom also points to the further outsourcing of public 

�V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V �W�R �F�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�V�� �2�Q �W�K�H �R�Q�H �K�D�Q�G�� �H�Y�H�Q �F�R�P�P�H�U�F�L�D�O �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�V 

like Instagram and WhatsApp have allowed for local communities to organize 

�J�U�R�F�H�U�L�H�V �I�R�U �W�K�H �H�O�G�H�U�O�\�� �D�P�R�Q�J �R�W�K�H�U �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\ �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�V�� �2�Q �W�K�H �R�W�K�H�U 

�K�D�Q�G�� �W�K�H �F�X�U�U�H�Q�W �F�U�L�V�L�V �K�D�V �H�Q�D�E�O�H�G �P�X�O�W�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O �F�R�U�S�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V �W�R �H�[�W�H�Q�G �W�K�H�L�U 

�L�Q�5�X�H�Q�F�H �D�F�U�R�V�V �W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O �V�R�F�L�D�O �V�H�F�W�R�U�V�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J �K�H�D�O�W�K �F�D�U�H ���$�S�S�O�H �D�Q�G 

�*�R�R�J�O�H���V �F�R�Q�W�D�F�W �W�U�D�F�L�Q�J �D�S�S�V���� �H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q ���=�R�R�P���� �S�R�V�W�D�O �G�H�O�L�Y�H�U�\ ���$�P�D�]�R�Q���� 

�Q�H�Z�V �D�Q�G �S�X�E�O�L�F �L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q ���)�D�F�H�E�R�R�N �/�L�Y�H���� �D�Q�G �P�X�F�K �H�O�V�H �E�H�V�L�G�H�V�� �(�Y�H�Q 

�S�X�E�O�L�F �K�H�D�U�L�Q�J�V �W�D�N�H �S�O�D�F�H �R�Q �S�U�L�Y�D�W�H �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�V�� �H�[�H�P�S�O�L�4�H�G �S�H�U�K�D�S�V �E�\ �W�K�H �/�$ 

�3�R�O�L�F�H �'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���V �Y�L�U�W�X�D�O �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\ �P�H�H�W�L�Q�J �J�R�Q�H �Y�L�U�D�O �Y�L�G�H�R ���4�J�� �†���� �7�K�H�V�H 

�L�Q�W�H�U�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�V�� �Z�K�L�F�K �L�Q�W�H�Q�V�L�I�\ �F�K�D�Q�J�H�V �D�O�U�H�D�G�\ �X�Q�G�H�U�Z�D�\�� �G�H�P�D�Q�G �W�K�D�W �Z�H 

turn our attention to how the platform economy seeks to reorder society. We 

must not only guard against the Uberization of social care and neighborhood 

�O�L�I�H�� �E�X�W �D�O�V�R �U�H�I�X�V�H �W�R �O�H�W �W�K�H�V�H �L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�H�V �V�H�W �W�K�H �W�H�U�P�V �I�R�U �K�R�Z �Z�H �L�Q�K�D�E�L�W 

and respond to the current crisis.

This brief consideration of pandemic platforms has two general takeaways for 

�&�2�9�–�'���H�U�D �P�H�G�L�D �F�U�L�W�L�T�X�H�� �7�K�H �4�U�V�W �L�V �W�K�D�W �P�H�G�L�D �V�W�X�G�L�H�V �K�D�V �P�X�F�K �W�R �J�D�L�Q �E�\ 

thinking across platforms and not just those that deliver media content (Net -

�5�L�[�� �<�R�X�7�X�E�H�� �)�D�F�H�E�R�R�N���� �–�Q�V�W�H�D�G�� �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�V�� �X�Q�L�T�X�H �P�R�G�H �R�I intermediation 

cuts across multiple sectors—from online ordering to video streaming to 

�K�H�D�O�W�K �P�R�Q�L�W�R�U�L�Q�J�� �7�K�L�V �L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V�� �D�V �Z�H �K�D�Y�H �V�X�J�J�H�V�W�H�G �K�H�U�H�� �W�K�H �Z�D�\�V �W�K�D�W 

�F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�L�H�Q�F�H �D�Q�G �U�L�V�N �D�U�H �F�R�Q�5�D�W�H�G �E�\ �W�K�H �O�R�J�L�V�W�L�F�D�O �R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I �W�K�H �F�X�U�U�H�Q�W 

�F�U�L�V�L�V�� �6�H�F�R�Q�G�� �E�H�\�R�Q�G �W�K�H �T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q �R�I �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q �D�Q�G �F�R�Q�V�X�P�S�W�L�R�Q �W�K�D�W �Z�H 

�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H �D�E�R�Y�H�� �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P �P�H�G�L�D�W�L�R�Q �D�O�V�R �W�X�U�Q�V �R�X�U �D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q �W�R �W�K�H �F�H�Q-

trality of distribution  and logistics ���&�R�Z�H�Q �…�ƒ�„�‡�� �/�R�Y�L�Q�N �D�Q�G �5�R�V�V�L�W�H�U �…�ƒ�„�‹���� �–�Q 
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�W�K�L�V �F�R�Q�W�H�[�W�� �P�H�G�L�D���S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�V�� �X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�R�R�G �D�V �
�F�L�Y�L�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O �R�U�G�H�U�L�Q�J �G�H�Y�L�F�H�V���� 

play a critical role in administering our experience and understanding of crisis 

���3�H�W�H�U�V �…�ƒ�„�ˆ�� �ˆ���� 

The consequences of intensifying platformed convenience (as both remote 

and essential) for our everyday habits and social operations will endure 

�O�R�Q�J �D�I�W�H�U �W�K�H �F�R�U�R�Q�D�Y�L�U�X�V �J�R�H�V �W�K�H �Z�D�\ �R�I �W�K�H �6�S�D�Q�L�V�K �5�X �R�U �E�H�F�R�P�H�V �D �Q�H�Z 

normal. More than ever we need critical media perspectives that examine how 

�F�U�L�V�H�V���R�I �K�H�D�O�W�K�� �E�X�W �D�O�V�R �H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F�� �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O�� �U�D�F�L�D�O�� �H�W�F�����V�K�D�S�H �W�K�H �S�O�D�W-

formed convenience that unevenly distributes basic services and risk media 

�V�R�F�L�H�W�\ ���1�H�Y�H�V �…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� �7�K�L�V �L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V�� �D�V �L�V �I�R�U�F�H�I�X�O�O�\ �W�U�D�F�H�G �L�Q �W�K�H Pirate Care 

�V�\�O�O�D�E�X�V�� �W�K�H �J�U�R�Z�L�Q�J �J�D�S �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �F�D�U�H �D�Q�G �Q�H�J�O�L�J�H�Q�F�H �D�W �W�K�H �K�H�D�U�W �R�I �W�K�H 

�F�X�U�U�H�Q�W �F�U�L�V�L�V ���)�U�D�J�Q�L�W�R �H�W�� �D�O�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� �+�H�U�H �Z�H �U�H�O�\ �R�Q �E�R�W�K �T�X�R�W�L�G�L�D�Q �D�Q�G �F�R�Q-

crete understandings of �F�U�L�V�L�V��especially the experiences and mediations of 

everyday life during the coronavirus pandemic—as well as the fact that �F�U�L�W�L�T�X�H 

itself derives from the Greek krisis. �$�V �:�H�Q�G�\ �%�U�R�Z�Q �S�X�W�V �L�W�� �
�W�K�H �S�U�R�M�H�F�W �R�I 

critique is to set the times right again by discerning and repairing a tear in 

justice through practices that are themselves exemplary of the justice that has 

�E�H�H�Q �U�H�Q�W�� ���%�U�R�Z�Q �…�ƒ�ƒ�ˆ�� �‰���� �$�G�G�U�H�V�V�L�Q�J �F�U�L�V�L�V �L�V �F�H�Q�W�U�D�O �W�R �W�K�H �F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O �S�U�R�M�H�F�W 

�L�W�V�H�O�I�� �D�Q�G �K�H�Q�F�H �W�R �G�H�H�S�H�Q �F�U�L�W�L�T�X�H �I�U�R�P �Z�L�W�K�L�Q �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P �V�W�X�G�L�H�V �D�O�V�R �U�H�T�X�L�U�H�V 

�W�K�D�W �Z�H �D�W�W�H�Q�G �W�R �K�R�Z �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�V �V�H�L�]�H �P�R�P�H�Q�W�V �R�I �F�U�L�V�L�V �W�R �U�H�F�R�Q�4�J�X�U�H �W�K�H 

social. This involves connecting the political sense of crisis to its more recent 

technological consolidation. To rework Wendy Hui Kyong Chun’s critique of 

�Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N�H�G �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�H�V�� in Updating to Remain the Same�� �W�K�D�W �
�K�D�E�L�W �� �F�U�L�V�L�V �  

�X�S�G�D�W�H�� ���&�K�X�Q �…�ƒ�„�‰���� �Z�H �P�L�J�K�W �V�D�\ �W�K�D�W�� �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�V �� �F�U�L�V�L�V �  �L�Q�H�T�X�D�O�L�W�\�� �7�K�D�W �L�V�� 

�S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�V �S�U�R�G�X�F�H �F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�L�H�Q�F�H �I�R�U �V�R�P�H�� �K�D�]�D�U�G �I�R�U �R�W�K�H�U�V�� �D�Q�G 

�4�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O �F�R�Q�V�R�O�L�G�D�W�L�R�Q �I�R�U �H�O�L�W�H�V�� �–�Q �P�D�Q�\ �U�H�J�D�U�G�V �W�K�L�V �L�V �D �I�D�P�L�O�L�D�U �V�W�R�U�\ �R�I 

exploitation and crisis. What is perhaps new about this mode of organization 

and extraction is the role of media platforms in redistributing convenience 

and necessity. Platform monopolies will just be waiting for the next crisis-

bubble to work this equation again.
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This uneven distribution of harm has been starkly evident in the case of India. 

�2�Q �0�D�U�F�K �…�‡�� �S�U�L�P�H �P�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U �1�D�U�H�Q�G�U�D �0�R�G�L �D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�G �D �Q�D�W�L�R�Q�Z�L�G�H �O�R�F�N-

down starting at midnight. The rushed announcement and short time frame 

�O�H�I�W �P�L�O�O�L�R�Q�V �R�I �
�L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�O �P�L�J�U�D�Q�W�V�� ���G�D�L�O�\ �Z�D�J�H �O�D�E�R�U�H�U�V �I�U�R�P �–�Q�G�L�D���V �U�X�U�D�O �W�R�Z�Q�V 

working in urban informal sectors) essentially jobless with four hours’ notice 

to get back home. Some made it into packed trains heading back to their 

�K�R�P�H �V�W�D�W�H�V�� �E�X�W �W�K�H �U�H�V�W �R�I �W�K�H�V�H �H�V�W�L�P�D�W�H�G �„�†�Œ �P�L�O�O�L�R�Q �S�H�R�S�O�H �H�P�E�D�U�N�H�G 

�R�Q �W�K�H �K�R�P�H�Z�D�U�G �M�R�X�U�Q�H�\ �E�\ �Z�K�D�W�H�Y�H�U �P�H�D�Q�V �W�K�H�\ �F�R�X�O�G ���%�K�R�Z�P�L�F�N �…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� 

�$�V �–�Q�G�L�D���V �V�W�D�W�H�V �F�O�R�V�H�G �W�K�H�L�U �L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�O �E�R�U�G�H�U�V �W�R �P�L�W�L�J�D�W�H �W�K�H �Y�L�U�X�V �V�S�U�H�D�G�� 

some migrants were trapped in government-run shelters. Most continued to 

walk for miles on empty highways with little money or food for weeks as the 

�V�X�P�P�H�U �K�H�D�W �E�X�L�O�W ���1�� �5�R�\ �…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� �:�K�L�O�H �W�K�R�V�H �L�Q �W�K�H �F�L�W�L�H�V �I�R�O�O�R�Z�H�G �V�K�H�O�W�H�U���L�Q��

�S�O�D�F�H �R�U�G�H�U�V �I�U�R�P �W�K�H �F�R�P�I�R�U�W �R�I �W�K�H�L�U �K�R�P�H�� �K�X�Q�G�U�H�G�V �R�I �L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�O �P�L�J�U�D�Q�W�V 

�K�D�Y�H �G�L�H�G �Q�R�W �E�H�F�D�X�V�H �R�I �W�K�H �Y�L�U�X�V �E�X�W �G�X�H �W�R �V�W�D�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�� �H�[�K�D�X�V�W�L�R�Q�� �W�U�D�Y�H�O 

�D�F�F�L�G�H�Q�W�V�� �O�D�F�N �R�U �G�H�Q�L�D�O �R�I �P�H�G�L�F�D�O �F�D�U�H�� �V�X�L�F�L�G�H�V�� �D�Q�G �S�R�O�L�F�H �E�U�X�W�D�O�L�W�\����

�$ �ˆ�ƒ���V�H�F�R�Q�G �D�Q�L�P�D�W�H�G �Y�L�G�H�R �E�\ �0�X�P�E�D�L���E�D�V�H�G �D�Q�L�P�D�W�R�U �'�H�E�M�\�R�W�L �6�D�K�D 

�V�X�F�F�L�Q�F�W�O�\ �L�O�O�X�V�W�U�D�W�H�V �W�K�H�V�H �G�L�V�S�D�U�L�W�L�H�V�� �3�R�V�W�H�G �R�Q �6�D�K�D���V �–�Q�V�W�D�J�U�D�P �S�U�R�4�O�H �R�Q 

�0�D�\ �…�„�� �W�K�H �D�Q�L�P�D�W�L�R�Q �V�K�R�Z�V �W�Z�R �V�L�G�H���E�\���V�L�G�H �Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H�V �R�I �D�Q �X�S�S�H�U���P�L�G�G�O�H��

class man and a poor migrant man dealing with the restrictions instituted by 

�W�K�H �O�R�F�N�G�R�Z�Q ���4�J�� �„���� �:�K�L�O�H �W�K�H �I�R�U�P�H�U �4�Q�G�V �F�R�P�I�R�U�W �L�Q �D�O�O �V�R�U�W�V �R�I �U�H�F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O 

�D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V �Z�L�W�K�L�Q �K�L�V �K�R�P�H�� �W�K�H �O�D�W�W�H�U �V�X�•�H�U�V �K�X�Q�J�H�U�� �G�L�V�F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G 

unbearable heat in his attempt to travel back to his village. Within days of its 

�S�X�E�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �W�K�H �Y�L�G�H�R �V�W�U�X�F�N �D �F�K�R�U�G �Z�L�W�K �X�V�H�U�V�� �J�D�L�Q�L�Q�J �D�O�P�R�V�W �…���ˆ �P�L�O�O�L�R�Q 

�Y�L�H�Z�V �R�Q �–�Q�V�W�D�J�U�D�P �D�Q�G �D�F�K�L�H�Y�L�Q�J �Z�R�U�O�G�Z�L�G�H �F�L�U�F�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���b

��	 �7�K�H �
�1�R�Q���Y�L�U�X�V �'�H�D�W�K�V�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W �V�S�H�D�U�K�H�D�G�H�G �E�\ �$�P�D�Q�� �.�D�Q�L�N�D �6�K�D�U�P�D�� �.�U�X�V�K�Q�D�� �D�Q�G 

Thejesh GN has been tracking data about these other deaths related to the pandemic: 

�K�W�W�S�V�������W�K�H�M�H�V�K�J�Q���F�R�P���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�V���F�R�Y�L�G�„�Œ���L�Q�G�L�D���Q�R�Q���Y�L�U�X�V���G�H�D�W�K�V����
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�>�)�L�J�X�U�H �‚�@ �'�H�E�M�\�R�W�L �6�D�K�D���V �Y�L�G�H�R �X�V�H�V �L�U�R�Q�L�F �F�R�Q�W�U�D�V�W �W�R �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H �W�K�H �F�O�D�V�V �G�L�V�S�D�U�L�W�L�H�V �V�K�D�S�L�Q�J 

experiences of lockdown during the pandemic. (Source: https://www.instagram.com/p/

�&�$�F�.�4���‚�$���V������

The video’s most powerful rhetorical strategy is the use of ironic contrast by 

showing excerpts of what seem like two similar activities only to reveal that 

�W�K�H�L�U �G�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W �F�R�Q�W�H�[�W�V �P�D�N�H �D �Z�R�U�O�G �R�I �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�F�H�� �V�S�R�U�W �V�Q�H�D�N�H�U�V �Z�D�O�N�L�Q�J 

�R�Q �D �W�U�H�D�G�P�L�O�O �Y�H�U�V�X�V �E�D�U�H �I�H�H�W �Z�D�O�N�L�Q�J �R�Q �W�K�H �S�D�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�� �D �F�R�R�O �E�U�H�H�]�H �I�U�R�P 

air conditioning versus the wind under a tree on the side of the road. Saha 

�D�O�W�H�U�Q�D�W�H�V �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �K�R�U�L�]�R�Q�W�D�O �D�Q�G �Y�H�U�W�L�F�D�O �V�S�O�L�W���I�U�D�P�H�V�� �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H �P�L�G�G�O�H���F�O�D�V�V 

�P�D�Q �L�Q �W�K�H �O�H�I�W �R�U �W�R�S �K�D�O�I �D�Q�G �W�K�H �P�L�J�U�D�Q�W �P�D�Q �L�Q �W�K�H �U�L�J�K�W �R�U �E�R�W�W�R�P �K�D�O�I�� 

�W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J �W�K�H �Y�L�H�Z�H�U �W�R �4�U�V�W �Z�D�W�F�K �W�K�H �H�[�D�P�S�O�H �R�I �H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F �S�U�L�Y�L�O�H�J�H �W�K�H�Q 

confront the sight of disenfranchisement. Water from a shower head con -

�W�U�D�V�W�V �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H �J�U�H�H�Q�L�V�K �O�L�T�X�L�G �F�R�P�L�Q�J �I�U�R�P �D �G�L�V�L�Q�I�H�F�W�D�Q�W �K�R�V�H�� �D�Q �D�O�O�X�V�L�R�Q �W�R 

�W�K�D�W �W�L�P�H �Z�K�H�Q �D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�L�H�V �L�Q �W�K�H �F�L�W�\ �R�I �%�D�U�H�L�O�O�\ �
�V�D�Q�L�W�L�]�H�G�� �P�L�J�U�D�Q�W �Z�R�U�N�H�U�V 

�E�\ �V�S�U�D�\�L�Q�J �D �E�O�H�D�F�K �V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q �R�Q �W�K�H�L�U �X�Q�S�U�R�W�H�F�W�H�G �V�N�L�Q �D�Q�G �H�\�H�V ���4�J�� �…���� �7�K�H 

video ends with another allusion to a recent tragic event in India: the death 

of sixteen exhausted migrants who fell asleep on the train tracks and were 
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�N�L�O�O�H�G �E�\ �D�Q �R�Q�F�R�P�L�Q�J �W�U�D�L�Q �L�Q �$�X�U�D�Q�J�D�E�D�G ���0�1 �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�����b�%�U�H�D�N�L�Q�J �W�K�H �S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V�O�\ 

�H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G �F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q �E�\ �S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�L�Q�J �W�K�H �P�L�J�U�D�Q�W �Z�R�U�N�H�U �R�Q �W�K�H �W�R�S �K�D�O�I�� �W�K�L�V 

frame pointedly signals us to rethink how we have been viewing the relation -

ship between the two halves thus far.

�>�)�L�J�X�U�H ���@ �'�H�E�M�\�R�W�L �6�D�K�D���V �Y�L�G�H�R �X�V�H�V �L�U�R�Q�L�F �F�R�Q�W�U�D�V�W �W�R �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H �W�K�H �F�O�D�V�V �G�L�V�S�D�U�L�W�L�H�V �V�K�D�S�L�Q�J 

experiences of lockdown during the pandemic. (Source: https://www.instagram.com/p/

�&�$�F�.�4���‚�$���V������

�'�H�E�M�\�R�W�L �6�D�K�D���V �V�L�P�S�O�H �…���' �D�Q�L�P�D�W�L�R�Q �D�Q�G �F�R�O�O�D�J�H �D�H�V�W�K�H�W�L�F�V �D�F�F�H�Q�W�X�D�W�H �W�K�H 

�Y�L�G�H�R���V �V�R�F�L�D�O �F�U�L�W�L�T�X�H�� �6�H�W�W�L�Q�J�V �D�Q�G �R�E�M�H�F�W�V �D�U�H �V�S�H�F�L�4�F �H�Q�R�X�J�K �W�R �G�H�Q�R�W�H �F�O�D�V�V 

�G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V �\�H�W �J�H�Q�H�U�L�F �H�Q�R�X�J�K �W�R �L�P�S�O�L�F�D�W�H �D �E�U�R�D�G �S�X�E�O�L�F�� �–�Q �D �V�K�R�U�W �P�R�Q�W�D�J�H 

�F�R�Q�W�U�D�V�W�L�Q�J �W�K�H �I�R�R�G �R�S�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I �W�K�H �W�Z�R �P�H�Q�� �W�K�H �E�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G �R�Q �W�K�H �S�R�R�U 

�P�D�Q���V �V�L�G�H �L�V �D �F�R�O�O�D�J�H �R�I �–�Q�G�L�D�Q �Q�H�Z�V�S�D�S�H�U�V�� �V�X�J�J�H�V�W�L�Q�J �Q�R�W �R�Q�O�\ �W�K�H �P�D�Q���V 

lack of plates to eat on but also the news’ complicity in ignoring the plight of 

�S�H�R�S�O�H �O�L�N�H �K�L�P�� �$�O�W�K�R�X�J�K �D �W�K�L�F�N �E�O�D�F�N �O�L�Q�H �D�O�Z�D�\�V �G�L�Y�L�G�H�V �W�K�H �V�W�R�U�L�H�V�� �Z�H �K�H�D�U 

�W�K�H �G�L�H�J�H�W�L�F �V�R�X�Q�G �H�•�H�F�W�V �I�U�R�P �E�R�W�K �V�L�G�H�V �D�W �R�Q�F�H�� �7�K�H �V�W�\�O�H �Y�L�V�X�D�O�O�\ �V�H�S�D�U�D�W�H�V 

the two men’s lived realities while aurally reminding us of their co-temporality. 

Its ominous soundtrack (an excerpt from the score for Dunkirk ) accentuates 



������

the tragedy at the intersection of its twin stories: ignoring the situation of 

the poor man is what allows the rich man to enjoy his quarantined time 

�X�Q�E�R�W�K�H�U�H�G�� �7�K�H�V�H �D�U�H �Q�R�W �M�X�V�W �F�R�Q�W�U�D�V�W�L�Q�J �V�W�R�U�L�H�V�� �W�K�H�\ �D�U�H �U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O �D�Q�G 

�L�Q�W�H�U�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W�� �$�W �W�K�H �H�Q�G�� �Z�K�H�Q �W�K�H �W�U�D�L�Q �K�R�U�Q �E�O�D�U�H�V �D�Q�G �D �O�L�J�K�W �D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�H�V 

�W�K�H �S�R�R�U �P�L�J�U�D�Q�W �P�D�Q�� �S�U�H�V�X�P�D�E�O�\ �D�E�R�X�W �W�R �U�X�Q �K�L�P �R�Y�H�U�� �W�K�H �U�L�F�K �P�D�Q �V�O�H�H�S�V 

�V�R�X�Q�G�O�\ ���4�J�� �†����

�>�)�L�J�X�U�H ���@ �'�H�E�M�\�R�W�L �6�D�K�D���V �Y�L�G�H�R �X�V�H�V �L�U�R�Q�L�F �F�R�Q�W�U�D�V�W �W�R �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H �W�K�H �F�O�D�V�V �G�L�V�S�D�U�L�W�L�H�V �V�K�D�S�L�Q�J 

experiences of lockdown during the pandemic. (Source: https://www.instagram.com/p/

�&�$�F�.�4���‚�$���V������

�7�K�L�V �D�Q�L�P�D�W�H�G �W�D�O�H �R�I �W�Z�R �Y�D�V�W�O�\ �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�V �R�I �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �Z�D�V 

the most popular entry in Saha’s Korona  video series about long-standing 

�W�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�V �D�Q�G �U�L�I�W�V �L�Q �–�Q�G�L�D�Q �V�R�F�L�H�W�\ �O�D�L�G �E�D�U�H �E�\ �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F�� �6�D�K�D �P�R�G�L�4�H�V 

�F�R�U�R�Q�D �D�V �
�.�R�U�R�Q�D�� �W�R �V�L�J�Q�D�O �
�G�R�Q���W���� �W�K�H �P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J �R�I �W�K�H �Z�R�U�G �L�Q �%�H�Q�J�D�O�L�� �
�–�W �L�V 

a wordplay on all the things people shouldn’t be doing during this coronavirus 

�S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F���� �K�H �D�G�P�L�W�V�� �$�Q �H�D�U�O�\ �Y�L�G�H�R �L�Q �W�K�H �V�H�U�L�H�V �I�H�D�W�X�U�H�V �D �G�R�F�W�R�U �W�U�\�L�Q�J �W�R 

explain the lack of resources to deal with the rising virus infections but being 

overwhelmed by banging pots and pans. Another video features a woman at 
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�D �S�K�D�U�P�D�F�\ �U�D�F�L�D�O�O�\ �S�U�R�4�O�L�Q�J �D�Q �$�V�L�D�Q �P�D�Q�� �D�Q �$�I�U�L�F�D�Q �P�D�Q�� �D�Q�G �D�Q �$�U�D�E �P�D�Q 

�E�\ �D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�Q�J �W�K�H�P �Z�L�W�K �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W �Y�L�U�X�V�H�V�� �6�D�K�D �S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G �W�K�H �Y�L�G�H�R�V �R�Q �K�L�V 

�–�Q�V�W�D�J�U�D�P �S�D�J�H�� �Z�K�H�U�H �W�K�H�\ �U�H�J�X�O�D�U�O�\ �O�R�J�J�H�G �D�Q�\�Z�K�H�U�H �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �ˆ�ƒ���ƒ�ƒ�ƒ �D�Q�G 

�„�ƒ�ƒ���ƒ�ƒ�ƒ �Y�L�H�Z�V �H�D�F�K�� �–�Q �D�Q �L�Q�W�H�U�Y�L�H�Z �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H Hindustan Times�� �W�K�H �D�Q�L�P�D�W�R�U 

�H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�H�G �W�K�D�W �
�3�X�E�O�L�F �P�H�P�R�U�\ �L�V �V�K�R�U�W �D�Q�G �Q�H�Z�V �I�D�G�H�V �D�Z�D�\�� �E�X�W �– �K�R�S�H �W�K�H 

�P�H�V�V�D�J�H �>�R�I �W�K�H�V�H �Y�L�G�H�R�V�@ �V�W�D�\�V�� ���T�X�R�W�H�G �L�Q �5�D�R �…�ƒ�…�ƒ����

�–�Q �S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�� �W�K�H �P�H�V�V�D�J�H �R�I �W�K�H �
�W�Z�R �W�D�O�H�V�� �Y�L�G�H�R �V�R�R�Q �I�R�X�Q�G �U�H�V�R�Q�D�Q�F�H 
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Vulnerabilities and  
Resiliency in the  
Festival Ecosystem: 
Notes on Approaching 
Film Festivals in  
Pandemic Times 

Marijke de Valck

Film festivals are hit particularly hard in pandemic 

times. Safety regulations restrict festivals in core 
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Theme Parks in the 
Time of the COVID-19 
Pandemic

Rebecca Williams

This piece explores the impact of the coronavirus in 
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�R�I �D�U�W�L�4�F�L�D�O �L�Q�W�H�O�O�L�J�H�Q�F�H �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�H�V �4�Q�G�L�Q�J �D�Q �L�G�H�D�O �D�F�F�H�O�H�U�D�W�R�U �L�Q �W�K�H �Y�L�U�D�O 

�V�S�U�H�D�G �R�I �W�K�H �&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F��

�0�D�F�K�L�Q�H �Y�L�V�L�R�Q �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�H�V�� �L�Q �S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�� �K�D�Y�H �E�H�H�Q �W�K�H �R�E�M�H�F�W �R�I �D �Z�L�G�H 

range of applications: their capacity to deal with huge image datasets in order 

�W�R �U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�� �L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\�� �V�W�R�U�H�� �D�Q�G �S�U�R�F�H�V�V �G�D�W�D �K�D�V �E�H�H�Q �X�V�H�G �W�R �D�Q�D�O�\�]�H �;���U�D�\�V 

�R�I �S�D�W�L�H�Q�W�V�� �W�R �P�R�Q�L�W�R�U �P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�V �D�F�U�R�V�V �S�X�E�O�L�F �V�S�D�F�H�V�� �W�R �L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\ �E�R�G�L�H�V 

�Z�L�W�K �K�L�J�K�H�U �W�H�P�S�H�U�D�W�X�U�H�V �W�K�D�W �P�L�J�K�W �E�H �D �V�L�J�Q �R�I �L�Q�I�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �W�R �L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\ �W�K�R�V�H 

who do not respect the guidelines of physical distancing and the wearing 

�R�I �P�D�V�N�V�� �7�K�H �&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �K�D�V �I�X�U�W�K�H�U �L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G �D�Q�G �D�F�F�H�O�H�U�D�W�H�G 

a deployment of machine vision technologies that was already happening 

�D�W �Y�D�U�L�R�X�V �O�H�Y�H�O�V�� �K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�L�Q�J �H�Y�H�Q �P�R�U�H �W�K�H �V�L�J�Q�L�4�F�D�Q�W rupture that such 

technologies introduce in the history of visual cultures and visual media. 

This history is periodically marked by the sudden appearance of new 

images and new technologies of vision: images that introduce new forms 

�R�I �U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�H�V �R�I �Y�L�V�L�R�Q �W�K�D�W �L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H �Q�H�Z �Z�D�\�V �R�I 

�V�H�H�L�Q�J�� �H�[�W�H�Q�G�L�Q�J �D�Q�G �U�H�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�L�Q�J �W�K�H �4�H�O�G �R�I �W�K�H �Y�L�V�L�E�O�H�� �Z�K�L�O�H �U�H�G�U�D�Z�L�Q�J 

�W�K�H �I�U�R�Q�W�L�H�U�V �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �Z�K�D�W �F�D�Q �D�Q�G �Z�K�D�W �F�D�Q�Q�R�W �E�H �V�H�H�Q�� �)�R�U �D �I�H�Z �\�H�D�U�V�� 

this has been the case with the new technologies of machine vision and with 

the machine-readable images they can be applied to. Considered from the 

perspective of the longue durée  �R�I �W�K�H �K�L�V�W�R�U�\ �R�I �Y�L�V�X�D�O �P�H�G�L�D �D�Q�G �L�P�D�J�H�V�� �W�K�H 
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impact of both is so profound that it leads us to raise the question of what we 

�V�W�L�O�O �P�H�D�Q �E�\ �
�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G �
�L�P�D�J�H�� �L�Q �W�K�H �D�J�H �R�I �D�O�J�R�U�L�W�K�P�V�� �:�K�D�W �L�V �
�V�H�H�L�Q�J�� 

�Z�K�H�Q �W�K�H �S�U�R�F�H�V�V �R�I �Y�L�V�L�R�Q �L�V �U�H�G�X�F�H�G �W�R �W�K�H �D�F�W�V �R�I �L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\�L�Q�J �D�Q�G �O�D�E�H�O�L�Q�J�� 

and when such acts are entirely automated? And can we still use the term 

�
�L�P�D�J�H�� �I�R�U �D �G�L�J�L�W�D�O �4�O�H�� �H�Q�F�R�G�H�G �L�Q �V�R�P�H �L�P�D�J�H �I�R�U�P�D�W�� �W�K�D�W �L�V �P�D�F�K�L�Q�H��

�U�H�D�G�D�E�O�H �H�Y�H�Q �Z�K�H�Q �L�W �L�V �Q�R�W �Y�L�V�L�E�O�H �E�\ �K�X�P�D�Q �H�\�H�V�� �R�U �W�K�D�W �E�H�F�R�P�H�V �Y�L�V�L�E�O�H �R�Q 

�D �V�F�U�H�H�Q �D�V �D �S�D�W�W�H�U�Q �R�I �S�L�[�H�O�V �R�Q�O�\ �I�R�U �D �W�L�Q�\ �I�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q �R�I �W�L�P�H�� �V�S�H�Q�G�L�Q�J �W�K�H �U�H�V�W 

of its lifespan circulating across invisible networks? 

Machine-readable images that can be processed by systems of machine 

vision are everywhere today. Everywhere in the sense that any  digital image—

whether produced through some kind of lens-based optical recording of a 

�S�U�R�4�O�P�L�F �H�Y�H�Q�W�� �R�U �H�Q�W�L�U�H�O�\ �F�R�P�S�X�W�H�U���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�H�G�� �R�U �D �P�L�[ �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �W�K�H �W�Z�R�� �D�V 

it is often the case—may potentially be analyzed by a machine vision system 

based on technologies of machine learning and neural networks such as the 

Generative Adversarial Networks (GAN). By processing the several trillions 

�R�I �4�[�H�G �D�Q�G �P�R�Y�L�Q�J �L�P�D�J�H�V �W�K�D�W �H�[�L�V�W �R�Q �W�K�H �L�Q�W�H�U�Q�H�W �D�Q�G �W�K�D�W �N�H�H�S �R�Q �E�H�L�Q�J 

�X�S�O�R�D�G�H�G �H�Y�H�U�\ �G�D�\�� �U�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J �D�O�V�R �W�K�H �R�Q�H�V �W�K�D�W �D�U�H �Q�R�W �R�Q �W�K�H �L�Q�W�H�U�Q�H�W �E�X�W 

�D�U�H �V�W�R�U�H�G �L�Q �R�X�U �Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N�H�G �G�H�Y�L�F�H�V�� �P�D�F�K�L�Q�H �Y�L�V�L�R�Q �V�\�V�W�H�P�V �D�U�H �W�X�U�Q�L�Q�J �W�K�H 

�F�R�Q�W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�\ �L�F�R�Q�R�V�S�K�H�U�H �L�Q�W�R �D �Y�D�V�W �4�H�O�G �I�R�U �G�D�W�D �P�L�Q�L�Q�J �D�Q�G �D�J�J�U�H�J�D�W�L�R�Q�� �$ 

�4�H�O�G �L�Q �Z�K�L�F�K �I�D�F�H�V�� �E�R�G�L�H�V�� �J�H�V�W�X�U�H�V�� �H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�V�� �H�P�R�W�L�R�Q�V�� �R�E�M�H�F�W�V�� �S�O�D�F�H�V�� 

�D�W�P�R�V�S�K�H�U�H�V�� �D�Q�G �P�R�R�G�V �P�D�\ �E�H �L�G�H�Q�W�L�4�H�G�� �O�D�E�H�O�H�G�� �V�W�R�U�H�G�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G�� 

�U�H�W�U�L�H�Y�H�G�� �D�Q�G �S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�G �D�V �G�D�W�D �W�K�D�W �F�D�Q �E�H �T�X�L�F�N�O�\ �D�F�F�H�V�V�H�G �D�Q�G �D�F�W�L�Y�D�W�H�G 

�I�R�U �D �Z�L�G�H �Y�D�U�L�H�W�\ �R�I �J�R�D�O�V�� �I�U�R�P �V�X�U�Y�H�L�O�O�D�Q�F�H �W�R �S�R�O�L�F�L�Q�J�� �I�U�R�P �P�D�U�N�H�W�L�Q�J 

�W�R �D�G�Y�H�U�W�L�V�L�Q�J�� �I�U�R�P �W�K�H �P�R�Q�L�W�R�U�L�Q�J �R�I �L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�D�O �S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�V �W�R �P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\ 

�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �I�U�R�P �W�K�H �R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I �G�U�L�Y�H�U�O�H�V�V �Y�H�K�L�F�O�H�V �W�R �W�K�D�W �R�I �G�U�R�Q�H�V �D�Q�G 

�U�R�E�R�W�V�� �D�O�O �W�K�H �Z�D�\ �X�S �W�R �W�K�H �V�W�X�G�\ �R�I �F�O�L�P�D�W�H �F�K�D�Q�J�H �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �W�K�H �D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V 

of satellite images. Even disciplines that might seem to be distant from the 

�D�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I �P�D�F�K�L�Q�H �Y�L�V�L�R�Q �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�H�V�� �V�X�F�K �D�V �D�U�W �K�L�V�W�R�U�\ �D�Q�G �4�O�P �K�L�V-

�W�R�U�\�� �D�U�H �E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J �W�R �W�H�V�W �W�K�H �S�R�V�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V �L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H�G �E�\ �V�X�F�K �D�Q �D�X�W�R�P�D�W�H�G 

�J�D�]�H�� �D�Q�G �Z�H �P�D�\ �O�H�J�L�W�L�P�D�W�H�O�\ �D�V�N �R�X�U�V�H�O�Y�H�V �Z�K�D�W �L�W �Z�R�X�O�G �K�D�Y�H �P�H�D�Q�W �I�R�U �D 

cultural historian of images such as Aby Warburg to study the spatio-temporal 

�P�L�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I �
�I�R�U�P�X�O�D�H �R�I �S�D�W�K�R�V�� �>Pathosformeln�@ �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �P�D�F�K�L�Q�H �Y�L�V�L�R�Q 

�V�\�V�W�H�P�V �F�D�S�D�E�O�H �R�I �W�D�N�L�Q�J �W�K�H �H�Q�W�L�U�H �F�R�U�S�X�V �R�I �D�U�W �K�L�V�W�R�U�\ �D�V �D �G�D�W�D�V�H�W�� �D�Q�G 

�W�K�H�Q �W�R �L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\ �D�Q�G �D�J�J�U�H�J�D�W�H �P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�V�� �J�H�V�W�X�U�H�V�� �D�Q�G �H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�V��

Even though machine vision technologies and machine-readable images do 

�L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H �D �P�R�P�H�Q�W �R�I �U�X�S�W�X�U�H �Z�L�W�K�L�Q �W�K�H �K�L�V�W�R�U�\ �R�I �R�S�W�L�F�D�O �P�H�G�L�D �D�Q�G �L�P�D�J�H�V�� 

�W�K�H �Y�H�U�\ �L�G�H�D �R�I �D �Q�R�Q���K�X�P�D�Q �
�P�D�F�K�L�Q�H �Y�L�V�L�R�Q���� �L�Q �L�W�V�H�O�I�� �L�V �Q�R�W �Q�H�Z�� �&�R�Q-

�V�L�G�H�U�H�G �I�U�R�P �D �P�H�G�L�D���D�U�F�K�D�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O �V�W�D�Q�G�S�R�L�Q�W�� �L�W �U�X�Q�V �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �W�K�H �H�Q�W�L�U�H 

�K�L�V�W�R�U�\ �R�I �P�H�F�K�D�Q�L�F�D�O �R�S�W�L�F�D�O �P�H�G�L�D�� �5�H�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V �W�R �L�W�� �D�Q�G �D�W�W�H�P�S�W�V �W�R �W�K�H�R�U�L�]�H 

�L�W�V �Q�D�W�X�U�H �D�Q�G �L�W�V �L�P�S�D�F�W�� �F�D�Q �E�H �W�U�D�F�H�G �E�D�F�N �W�R �W�K�H �H�D�U�O�\ �\�H�D�U�V �R�I �S�K�R�W�R�J�U�D�S�K�\�� 

with the physicist François Arago and the geographer and naturalist Alexander 

von Humboldt praising the extraordinary visual exactitude of daguerreotypes 
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�L�Q �„�‹�†�Œ�� �D�Q�G �W�K�H �S�R�H�W �&�K�D�U�O�H�V �%�D�X�G�H�O�D�L�U�H �F�R�Q�G�H�P�Q�L�Q�J �L�W �W�Z�H�Q�W�\ �\�H�D�U�V �O�D�W�H�U 

�D�V �
�D�U�W���V �P�R�V�W �P�R�U�W�D�O �H�Q�H�P�\���� �D �I�R�U�P �R�I �V�K�H�H�U �P�H�F�K�D�Q�L�F�D�O �U�H�S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q �W�K�D�W 
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���%�D�X�G�H�O�D�L�U�H �„�‹�ˆ�Œ���� �'�X�U�L�Q�J �W�K�H �„�Œ�…�ƒ�V�� �„�Œ�†�ƒ�V�� �D�Q�G �„�Œ�‡�ƒ�V�� �L�Q �W�K�H �Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J�V �R�I �4�O�P-

�P�D�N�H�U�V�� �4�O�P �W�K�H�R�U�L�V�W�V�� �D�U�W�L�V�W�V�� �D�Q�G �F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O �F�U�L�W�L�F�V �V�X�F�K �D�V �'�]�L�J�D �9�H�U�W�R�Y�� �-�H�D�Q 

�(�S�V�W�H�L�Q�� �/�£�V�]�O�µ �0�R�K�R�O�\���1�D�J�\�� �:�D�O�W�H�U �%�H�Q�M�D�P�L�Q�� �D�Q�G �6�L�H�J�I�U�L�H�G �.�U�D�F�D�X�H�U�� �Z�H 

�4�Q�G �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W �Z�D�\�V �R�I �D�Q�D�O�\�]�L�Q�J �W�K�H �D�H�V�W�K�H�W�L�F�� �H�S�L�V�W�H�P�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�� �D�Q�G �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O 

�S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O �R�I �L�P�D�J�H�V �S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G �E�\ �D �P�H�F�K�D�Q�L�F�D�O �R�S�W�L�F�D�O �P�H�G�L�X�P�� �W�K�H �F�D�P�H�U�D�� 

�F�D�S�D�E�O�H �R�I �H�[�W�H�Q�G�L�Q�J �Y�L�V�L�R�Q �E�H�\�R�Q�G �W�K�H �O�L�P�L�W�V �R�I �W�K�H �K�X�P�D�Q �H�\�H�� �D�Q�G�� �D�W �W�K�H 

�V�D�P�H �W�L�P�H�� �L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�L�Q�J �D �Q�H�Z �Z�D�\ �R�I �V�H�H�L�Q�J �I�U�R�P �D �G�H�F�H�Q�W�H�U�H�G�� �Q�R�Q���K�X�P�D�Q 

�S�R�L�Q�W �R�I �Y�L�H�Z�� �7�U�D�F�H�V �R�I �W�K�H �L�G�H�D �R�I �D �
�P�D�F�K�L�Q�H �Y�L�V�L�R�Q�� �F�D�Q �E�H �I�R�X�Q�G �L�Q �W�K�H 

�
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�W�K�H �W�Z�R �R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I �R�S�W�L�F�D�O �U�H�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J �D�Q�G �P�R�Q�W�D�J�H ���9�H�U�W�R�Y �„�Œ�…�†���� �L�Q �W�K�H 

�
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�H�V�F�D�S�L�Q�J �W�K�H �H�J�R�F�H�Q�W�U�L�F�P �R�I 
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�Q�H�Z �Y�L�V�L�R�Q�� �>Neue Vision�@ 

�D�Q�G �W�K�H �
�L�P�S�D�U�W�L�D�O �R�S�W�L�F�V�� �>unvoreingenommene Optik�@ �S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G �E�\ �W�K�H �
�S�U�R-

�G�X�F�W�L�Y�H�� �X�V�H�V �W�K�H �F�D�P�H�U�D ���0�R�K�R�O�\���1�D�J�\ �„�Œ�…�Š���� �L�Q �W�K�H �
�Q�H�Z �L�P�D�J�H �Z�R�U�O�G�V�� �D�Q�G 

�W�K�H �
�R�S�W�L�F�D�O �X�Q�F�R�Q�V�F�L�R�X�V�� �>Optisch-Unbewußt�@ �U�H�Y�H�D�O�H�G �E�\ �S�K�R�W�R�J�U�D�S�K�\ �D�Q�G 

�F�L�Q�H�P�D ���%�H�Q�M�D�P�L�Q �„�Œ�…�‹ �D�Q�G �„�Œ�†�ˆ���†�‰���� �D�Q�G �L�Q �W�K�H �
�X�Q�I�H�H�O�L�Q�J �F�D�P�H�U�D�� �W�K�D�W �J�L�Y�H�V 

�X�V �D�F�F�H�V�V �W�R �W�K�H �
�D�O�L�H�Q�D�W�H�G �S�K�H�Q�R�P�H�Q�D�� �R�I �D�Q �
�L�Q�H�U�W �Z�R�U�O�G �� �L�Q �L�W�V �L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G-

�H�Q�F�H �I�U�R�P �K�X�P�D�Q �E�H�L�Q�J�V�� ���.�U�D�F�D�X�H�U �„�Œ�…�Š�� �„�Œ�‡�Œ���� 

�%�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H �„�Œ�Š�ƒ�V�� �W�K�H �L�G�H�D �R�I �D �Q�R�Q���K�X�P�D�Q �
�P�D�F�K�L�Q�H �Y�L�V�L�R�Q�� �L�V 

tackled in the writings of Paul Virilio on the intertwinings between military 

�W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�H�V �D�Q�G �R�S�W�L�F�D�O �P�H�G�L�D ���9�L�U�L�O�L�R �„�Œ�‹�‡ �D�Q�G �„�Œ�‹�‹���� �L�Q �9�L�O�«�P �)�O�X�V�V�H�U���V 

�V�S�H�F�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V �R�Q �
�W�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O �L�P�D�J�H�V�� �D�Q�G �W�K�H �
�W�H�O�H�P�D�W�L�F �V�R�F�L�H�W�\�� ���)�O�X�V�V�H�U �„�Œ�‹�ˆ���� 

in Friedrich Kittler’s radically non-anthropocentric vision of the history of 

�R�S�W�L�F�D�O �P�H�G�L�D ���.�L�W�W�O�H�U �„�Œ�‹�‰�� �…�ƒ�ƒ�…���� �D�V �Z�H�O�O �D�V �L�Q �+�D�U�X�Q �)�D�U�R�F�N�L���V �H�[�S�O�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q 

video installations such as Eye Machine I �� II and III ���…�ƒ�ƒ�„���ƒ�†�� �D�Q�G Counter Music 

���…�ƒ�ƒ�‡�����R�I �W�K�H �U�H�D�O�P �R�I �
�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O �L�P�D�J�H�V�� �W�K�D�W �D�U�H �
�G�H�Y�R�L�G �R�I �V�R�F�L�D�O �L�Q�W�H�Q�W���� 

�L�P�D�J�H�V �W�K�D�W �D�U�H �
�Q�R�W �I�R�U �H�G�L�4�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �Q�R�U �
�I�R�U �U�H�5�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� ���D�V �)�D�U�R�F�N�L �Z�U�L�W�H�V 

in the textual commentary that runs along the images of the Eye Machine 

�V�H�U�L�H�V���� �E�X�W �D�U�H �S�X�U�H�O�\ �F�R�Q�F�H�L�Y�H�G �D�Q�G �S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G �D�V �D�F�W�L�Y�H �P�H�D�Q�V �I�R�U �W�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O 

operations. 

Machine vision systems and machine-readable images need to be tackled 

�Z�L�W�K�L�Q �V�X�F�K �D �K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O �S�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H�� �Z�L�W�K�R�X�W �H�U�D�V�L�Q�J �W�K�H �U�D�G�L�F�D�O �G�L�V�F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�L�W�\ 

that they introduce due to their connection with technologies of machine 

learning capable of dealing with data sets of unprecedented dimensions. The 

rupture that such systems introduce in the history of optical media is such 

�W�K�D�W �W�K�H �Y�H�U�\ �W�H�U�P�V �R�I �
�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G �
�L�P�D�J�H�� �U�X�Q �W�K�H �U�L�V�N �R�I �E�H�F�R�P�L�Q�J �S�X�U�H�O�\ 

metaphorical �� �V�L�Q�F�H �
�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�� �L�V �K�H�U�H �D �I�R�U�P �R�I �D�O�J�R�U�L�W�K�P�L�F �S�U�R�F�H�V�V�L�Q�J �R�I �G�L�I-

�I�H�U�H�Q�W �N�L�Q�G�V �R�I �S�L�[�H�O���E�D�V�H�G �S�D�W�W�H�U�Q �U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�W�L�R�Q�� �Z�K�L�O�H �W�K�H �W�H�U�P �
�L�P�D�J�H���� �Z�K�H�Q 



������

�L�W �U�H�I�H�U�V �W�R �D �P�D�F�K�L�Q�H���U�H�D�G�D�E�O�H �L�P�D�J�H�� �G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�H�V �Z�K�D�W �L�V �D�F�W�X�D�O�O�\ �D �G�L�J�L�W�D�O �4�O�H�� 

�H�Q�F�R�G�H�G �L�Q �D �V�S�H�F�L�4�F �4�O�H �I�R�U�P�D�W �����M�S�J�� ���W�L�•�� ���S�Q�J�� ���P�S�‡�� ���P�R�Y�� ���D�Y�L�� �H�W�F���� �W�K�D�W �F�D�Q 

be accessed and processed even when it is not visualized onto a screen in the 

�I�R�U�P �R�I �D�Q �L�P�D�J�H �Y�L�V�L�E�O�H �I�R�U �K�X�P�D�Q �H�\�H�V ���3�D�J�O�H�Q �…�ƒ�„�‰���� 

Even though mostly invisible �� �P�D�F�K�L�Q�H���U�H�D�G�D�E�O�H �L�P�D�J�H�V �D�U�H �Q�H�Y�H�U�W�K�H�O�H�V�V 

active and operational �� �D�Q�G �L�Q �W�K�L�V �V�H�Q�V�H �W�K�H�\ �P�D�\ �E�H �F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G �W�R �E�H �W�K�H 

latest variations within a history of active images that has been explored 

�E�\ �D�U�W �K�L�V�W�R�U�L�D�Q�V �D�Q�G �L�P�D�J�H �W�K�H�R�U�L�V�W�V �V�X�F�K �D�V �'�D�Y�L�G �)�U�H�H�G�E�H�U�J ���„�Œ�Œ�„���� �:���-���7�� 

�0�L�W�F�K�H�O�O ���…�ƒ�ƒ�‰���� �D�Q�G �+�R�U�V�W �%�U�H�G�H�N�D�P�S ���…�ƒ�„�ƒ���� Through operations such as 

�S�L�[�H�O �F�R�X�Q�W�L�Q�J�� �V�H�J�P�H�Q�W�L�Q�J�� �V�R�U�W�L�Q�J �D�Q�G �W�K�U�H�V�K�R�O�G�L�Q�J�� �S�D�W�W�H�U�Q �U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�W�L�R�Q �D�Q�G 

�G�L�V�F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�� �F�R�O�R�U �D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V�� �R�E�M�H�F�W �G�H�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q �D�Q�G �P�R�W�L�R�Q �F�D�S�W�X�U�H�� �P�D�F�K�L�Q�H 

�Y�L�V�L�R�Q �V�\�V�W�H�P�V �L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H �Q�H�Z �N�L�Q�G�V �R�I �
�L�P�D�J�H���D�F�W�V�� ���%�U�H�G�H�N�D�P�S �…�ƒ�„�ƒ�� �W�K�D�W 

�S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H �L�Q �W�K�H �
�I�H�H�G �I�R�U�Z�D�U�G�� �G�\�Q�D�P�L�F �W�K�D�W �0�D�U�N �+�D�Q�V�H�Q �K�D�V �V�X�J�J�H�V�W�H�G �D�V 

�D �G�H�4�Q�L�Q�J �W�U�D�L�W �R�I �
�W�Z�H�Q�W�\���4�U�V�W���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\ �P�H�G�L�D�� ���+�D�Q�V�H�Q �…�ƒ�„�ˆ���� 

�$�V �Z�H �K�D�Y�H �D�O�U�H�D�G�\ �Q�R�W�H�G�� �W�K�H �&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �K�D�V �I�X�U�W�K�H�U �D�F�F�H�O�H�U�D�W�H�G �W�K�H 

deployment of such systems in the public sphere. Heat cameras have been 

installed in public spaces in order to quickly identify bodies with unusually 

high temperatures. Unmanned vehicles such as drones and robots have 

been equipped with cameras connected to machine vision systems in order 

to enforce social distancing and the wearing of masks: speaking drones 

�D�S�S�H�D�U�H�G �4�U�V�W �L�Q �&�K�L�Q�D �D�Q�G �W�K�H�Q �L�Q �Y�D�U�L�R�X�V �R�W�K�H�U �F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V�� �Z�K�L�O�H �D �V�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U 

�U�R�E�R�W���G�R�J�� �Z�K�L�F�K �K�D�G �D�O�U�H�D�G�\ �P�D�G�H �L�W�V �4�U�V�W �D�S�S�H�D�U�D�Q�F�H�V �L�Q �Y�D�U�L�R�X�V �7�9 �V�H�U�L�H�V 

such as Fox’s War of the Worlds ���…�ƒ�„�Œ�� �H�S�L�V�R�G�H �‡�� �D�Q�G �1�H�W�5�L�[���V Black Mirror ���…�ƒ�„�Š�� 

�V�H�D�V�R�Q �‡�� �W�K�H �H�S�L�V�R�G�H �H�Q�W�L�W�O�H�G Metalhead���� �K�D�V �E�H�H�Q �U�R�D�P�L�Q�J �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �S�X�E�O�L�F 

parks in Singapore. Matrix barcodes have been integrated into mobile phone 

�D�S�S�V �P�H�D�Q�W �W�R �I�D�F�L�O�L�W�D�W�H �F�R�Q�W�D�F�W �W�U�D�F�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G �L�Q �&�K�L�Q�D �U�H�G�� �R�U�D�Q�J�H�� �R�U �J�U�H�H�Q 

QR codes appearing on mobile phones were used in order to discipline the 

�P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�V �R�I �W�K�H �S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J �R�U �S�U�R�K�L�E�L�W�L�Q�J �W�U�D�Y�H�O�L�Q�J �D�Q�G �D�F�F�H�V�V �W�R 

�V�S�H�F�L�4�F �S�O�D�F�H�V�� 

The social and political implications of the wide-ranging uses of machine 

vision technologies during the COVID-pandemic cannot be overestimated. In 

countries that had already adopted massive measures of social surveillance—

�V�X�F�K �D�V �&�K�L�Q�D�� �Z�L�W�K �L�W�V �I�D�P�R�X�V �6�R�F�L�D�O �&�U�H�G�L�W �6�\�V�W�H�P�� �4�U�V�W �W�H�V�W�H�G �L�Q �…�ƒ�ƒ�Œ�� �D�Q�G 

�W�K�H�Q �L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J�O�\ �H�[�S�D�Q�G�H�G �V�L�Q�F�H �…�ƒ�„�‡���W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �K�D�V �J�L�Y�H�Q �W�K�H �S�H�U�I�H�F�W 

�H�[�F�X�V�H �W�R �I�X�U�W�K�H�U �L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H �W�K�H �P�H�D�Q�V �R�I �V�X�U�Y�H�L�O�O�D�Q�F�H �D�Q�G �U�H�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�� �H�Y�H�Q 

�W�K�R�X�J�K �W�K�H �D�F�W�X�D�O �H�•�H�F�W�L�Y�H�Q�H�V�V �D�Q�G �S�H�U�Y�D�V�L�Y�H�Q�H�V�V �R�I �V�X�F�K �P�H�D�Q�V �V�W�L�O�O �Q�H�H�G�V 

�W�R �E�H �D�V�V�H�V�V�H�G�� �–�Q �P�R�V�W �R�W�K�H�U �F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V�� �U�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J �D�Q �H�T�X�L�O�L�E�U�L�X�P �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q 

respect for personal privacy and management of the health crisis—with all 

�W�K�D�W �L�W �P�H�D�Q�V �L�Q �W�H�U�P�V �R�I �S�R�V�L�W�L�Y�H �F�D�V�H�V �G�H�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �F�R�Q�W�D�F�W �W�U�D�F�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G �W�K�H 

surveillance of quarantines—has proven arduous and is still the object of 

�S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O �Q�H�J�R�W�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V �W�K�D�W �G�L�•�H�U �I�U�R�P �F�R�X�Q�W�U�\ �W�R �F�R�X�Q�W�U�\��



������ Pandemic Media

�$ �F�H�Q�W�X�U�\ �D�J�R�� �G�X�U�L�Q�J �W�K�H �„�Œ�…�ƒ�V �D�Q�G �„�Œ�†�ƒ�V�� �W�K�H �Q�R�Q���K�X�P�D�Q�� �Q�R�Q���D�Q�W�K�U�R�S�R�F�H�Q-

�W�U�L�F �
�P�D�F�K�L�Q�H �Y�L�V�L�R�Q�� �R�I �W�K�H �F�D�P�H�U�D �Z�D�V �K�D�L�O�H�G �D�V �D�Q �L�Q�V�W�U�X�P�H�Q�W �R�I �O�L�E�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� 

a means for the exploration of a visible world that could be reinterpreted 

�D�Q�G �U�H�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G �I�U�R�P �D �U�H�Y�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�D�U�\ �V�W�D�Q�G�S�R�L�Q�W ���9�H�U�W�R�Y���� �U�H�G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U�H�G �Z�L�W�K 

�L�W�V �Y�L�W�D�O�L�V�P �D�Q�G �D�Q�L�P�L�V�P ���(�S�V�W�H�L�Q���� �G�H�W�D�F�K�H�G �I�U�R�P �L�W�V �F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H 

�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�V �R�I �W�K�H �K�X�P�D�Q �P�L�Q�G ���0�R�K�R�O�\���1�D�J�\���� �S�H�Q�H�W�U�D�W�H�G �Z�L�W�K�L�Q �O�D�\�H�U�V �W�K�D�W 

�D�U�H �L�Q�D�F�F�H�V�V�L�E�O�H �W�R �W�K�H �K�X�P�D�Q �H�\�H ���%�H�Q�M�D�P�L�Q���� �F�D�X�J�K�W �L�Q �L�W�V �X�Q�F�D�Q�Q�\ �L�Q�G�L�I-

�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H �W�R �W�K�H �H�[�L�V�W�H�Q�F�H �R�I �K�X�P�D�Q �E�H�L�Q�J�V ���.�U�D�F�D�X�H�U���� �+�D�O�I �D �F�H�Q�W�X�U�\ �O�D�W�H�U�� 

�G�X�U�L�Q�J �W�K�H �„�Œ�Š�ƒ�V �D�Q�G �„�Œ�‹�ƒ�V�� �W�K�H �U�L�V�H �R�I �D�X�W�R�P�D�W�L�R�Q �Z�L�W�K�L�Q �E�R�W�K �W�K�H �L�Q�G�X�V-

trial and the military domain brought to the foreground another aspect of 

the idea of machine vision: the possibility of using techniques of automated 

image analysis within complex sequences of operations that did not require 

any human agency. It was this turn that Farocki highlighted with his video 

�L�Q�V�W�D�O�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I �W�K�H �H�D�U�O�\ �…�ƒ�ƒ�ƒ�V �D�Q�G �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H �K�L�J�K�O�\ �L�Q�5�X�H�Q�W�L�D�O �F�R�Q�F�H�S�W �R�I �W�K�H 

�
�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O �L�P�D�J�H���� 

�$ �I�X�U�W�K�H�U �V�W�H�S �O�H�D�G�V �X�V �I�U�R�P �W�K�H �H�D�U�O�\ �…�ƒ�ƒ�ƒ�V �W�R �W�K�H �F�X�U�U�H�Q�W �X�V�H�V �R�I �P�D�F�K�L�Q�H 

vision: the connection between digital technologies of image analysis and 

the immense datasets that are accessible through the internet and that 

�F�D�Q �E�H �S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�G �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �D�U�W�L�4�F�L�D�O �L�Q�W�H�O�O�L�J�H�Q�F�H �D�Q�G �P�D�F�K�L�Q�H �O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J�� �7�K�L�V 

last step transforms the very idea of machine vision into a complex set of 

�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V �F�D�S�D�E�O�H �R�I �W�X�U�Q�L�Q�J �W�K�H �G�L�J�L�W�D�O �L�F�R�Q�R�V�S�K�H�U�H �L�Q�W�R �D �Y�D�V�W �4�H�O�G �I�R�U 

data mining. The present and future applications of such an algorithmic 
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�V�S�D�F�H���R�I���G�L�V�S�O�D�F�H�P�H�Q�W���Z�K�H�U�H���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���G�L�F�K�R�W�R�P�L�H�V��

�S�H�U�L�V�K�����W�K�H���D�P�D�W�H�X�U���D�Q�G���W�K�H���S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O�����W�K�H���S�U�L�Y�D�W�H��

�D�Q�G���W�K�H���S�X�E�O�L�F�����W�K�H���K�H�U�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H�U�H�����D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���W�K�H���S�D�V�W��

�D�Q�G���W�K�H���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W����

 
Maybe it says something about cinema that its history has so often been told 

in parallels. There are the parallel tracks of cinema and the railway (Kirby 

�„�Œ�Œ�Š���� �W�K�H �S�D�U�D�O�O�H�O �D�Q�G �L�Q�W�H�U�W�Z�L�Q�L�Q�J �W�U�D�M�H�F�W�R�U�L�H�V �R�I �F�L�Q�H�P�D �D�Q�G �S�V�\�F�K�R�D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V 

���%�H�U�J�V�W�U�R�P �„�Œ�Œ�Œ���� �D�Q�G �W�K�H �S�D�U�D�O�O�H�O �K�L�V�W�R�U�L�H�V �D�Q�G �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�V �R�I �F�L�Q�H�P�D �D�Q�G 

�W�K�H �D�X�W�R�P�R�E�L�O�H�� �7�K�H �F�L�Q�H�P�D �D�Q�G �W�K�H �F�D�U �D�U�H �E�R�W�K �L�Q�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I �D �V�L�J�Q�L�4�F�D�Q�W 

�S�H�U�L�R�G �R�I �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O �L�Q�Q�R�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�� �W�K�H �S�H�U�L�R�G �R�I �W�K�H �„�‹�Š�ƒ�V �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �W�K�H �„�Œ�„�ƒ�V�� 

�Z�K�L�F�K�� �D�P�R�Q�J �R�W�K�H�U �W�K�L�Q�J�V�� �E�U�R�X�J�K�W �W�K�H �Z�R�U�O�G �G�\�Q�D�P�L�W�H�� �W�K�H �W�H�O�H�S�K�R�Q�H�� �W�K�H 

�J�U�D�P�R�S�K�R�Q�H�� �H�O�H�F�W�U�L�F�L�W�\�� �D�L�U�S�O�D�Q�H�V�� �D�Q�G �L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�D�O �F�K�H�P�L�V�W�U�\ ���6�P�L�O �…�ƒ�ƒ�ˆ���� 

�&�D�U�V �K�D�Y�H �E�H�H�Q �I�H�D�W�X�U�H�G �L�Q �4�O�P�V �V�L�Q�F�H �W�K�H �H�D�U�O�L�H�V�W �G�D�\�V �R�I �F�L�Q�H�P�D�� �R�I�W�H�Q �D�V 

�Y�H�K�L�F�O�H�V �R�I �D �M�R�L�Q�W �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H �R�I �Y�L�H�Z�L�Q�J���V�H�H�L�Q�J �D�Q�G �G�U�L�Y�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G �V�R�P�H�W�L�P�H�V 

�R�I �E�H�L�Q�J �G�U�L�Y�H�Q �R�Y�H�U�� �D�V �L�Q �&�H�F�L�O �+�H�S�Z�R�U�W�K���V �„�Œ�ƒ�ƒ �V�K�R�U�W �4�O�P How It Feels to 

Be Run Over�� �$�V �-�H�•�U�H�\ �5�X�R�• �D�U�J�X�H�V�� �F�L�Q�H�P�D �L�W�V�H�O�I �F�D�Q �E�H �X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�R�R�G �D�V �
�D�Q 

�D�X�G�L�R�Y�L�V�X�D�O �Y�H�K�L�F�O�H���� �Z�K�L�F�K �R�S�H�Q�V �X�S �W�K�H �
�4�O�P�L�F �I�R�X�U�W�K �G�L�P�H�Q�V�L�R�Q���� �D�Q �H�P�E�O�H�P 

�����6�0�$�5�7���&�$�5�� ��
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of the multifaceted constellations of transportation and media devices in the 

�W�Z�H�Q�W�L�H�W�K �F�H�Q�W�X�U�\ ���5�X�R�• �…�ƒ�ƒ�‰�� �„�•������ �3�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\ �L�Q �W�K�H �4�U�V�W �K�D�O�I �R�I �W�K�H �W�Z�H�Q�W�L�H�W�K 

�F�H�Q�W�X�U�\ �F�L�Q�H�P�D�� �D�Q �L�P�D�J�H �R�I �P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W �D�Q�G �D�Q �L�P�D�J�H �L�Q �P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�� �D�O�L�J�Q�H�G 

�Z�L�W�K �W�K�H �D�X�W�R�P�R�E�L�O�H �L�Q �Z�H�V�W�H�U�Q �L�P�S�H�U�L�D�O�L�V�W �V�F�H�Q�D�U�L�R�V �R�I �J�O�R�E�D�O �P�R�E�L�O�L�W�\�� �D�V �I�R�U 

�L�Q�V�W�D�Q�F�H �L�Q �W�K�H �G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\ �4�O�P�V �V�S�R�Q�V�R�U�H�G �E�\ �)�U�H�Q�F�K �D�X�W�R�P�R�E�L�O�H �P�D�Q�X�I�D�F-

�W�X�U�H�U�V �L�Q �W�K�H �„�Œ�…�ƒ�V �
�W�K�D�W �V�H�U�Y�H�G �D�V �S�R�W�H�Q�W �V�\�P�E�R�O�V �R�I �W�K�H �)�U�H�Q�F�K �D�X�W�R�P�R�E�L�O�H 

�L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\ �D�Q�G �)�U�D�Q�F�H �J�H�R�S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O �>�F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O�@ �D�P�E�L�W�L�R�Q�V�� �R�Q �W�K�H �$�I�U�L�F�D�Q �&�R�Q-

�W�L�Q�H�Q�W �G�X�U�L�Q�J �W�K�H �L�Q�W�H�U�Z�D�U �S�H�U�L�R�G ���%�O�R�R�P �…�ƒ�ƒ�‰�� �„�†�Œ���� �2�Q �D �P�R�U�H �J�U�D�Q�X�O�D�U �O�H�Y�H�O�� 

the automobile became closely intertwined with the emerging practice of 

�E�R�X�U�J�H�R�L�V �D�P�D�W�H�X�U �4�O�P�P�D�N�L�Q�J �I�U�R�P �W�K�H �„�Œ�…�ƒ�V �R�Q�Z�D�U�G�V�� �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H �D�X�W�R�P�R�E�L�O�H 

�V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J �D�V �D �S�U�L�Y�L�O�H�J�H�G �V�X�E�M�H�F�W�� �S�U�H�I�H�U�U�H�G �P�R�G�H �R�I �W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G �R�F�F�D-

�V�L�R�Q�D�O �V�X�E�V�W�L�W�X�W�H �W�U�L�S�R�G �I�R�U �W�K�R�V�H �Z�K�R �F�R�X�O�G �D�•�R�U�G �Q�R�W �M�X�V�W �D�Q �D�X�W�R�P�R�E�L�O�H�� �E�X�W 

�D �V�P�D�O�O���J�D�X�J�H �F�D�P�H�U�D�� �W�R�R�� 

�7�R�G�D�\���V �P�H�G�L�D �D�Q�G �W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W�D�W�L�R�Q �H�F�R�O�R�J�L�H�V �D�U�H �H�Y�H�Q �P�R�U�H �L�Q�W�H�U�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W�� 

�D�Q�G �W�K�H�L�U �V�S�H�F�L�4�F �F�R�Q�V�W�H�O�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V �K�D�Y�H �P�X�O�W�L�S�O�L�H�G �D�Q�G �E�H�F�R�P�H �P�R�U�H �G�L�Y�H�U�V�H���� 

Travel is highly mediatized 2 while digital screens as such have become mobile 

�D�Q�G �X�E�L�T�X�L�W�R�X�V�� �F�D�U�V �D�U�H �Q�R�Z �G�H�Y�L�F�H�V �I�R�U �P�R�E�L�O�L�W�\ �D�Q�G �P�R�E�L�O�H �F�R�P�S�X�W�H�U 

systems generating data about mobility in order to both facilitate and control 

movement.

In the following I will argue that that pandemic media space is a space of 

displacement where established dichotomies perish: the amateur and the pro -

�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O�� �W�K�H �S�U�L�Y�D�W�H �D�Q�G �W�K�H �S�X�E�O�L�F�� �W�K�H �K�H�U�H �D�Q�G �W�K�H�U�H �D�V �Z�H�O�O �D�V �W�K�H �S�D�V�W �D�Q�G 

the present. My contribution uses two personal observations about the car 

as a pandemic media space in order to engage with the idea of the pandemic 

media space as a space of displacement: the car as a site of confession and the 

driving mirror as a screen of both control and evasion.

��	 �6�H�H �D�O�V�R �/�L�Q�G�V�H�\ �%�� �*�U�H�H�Q���6�L�P�P�V�� Postcolonial Automobility: Car Culture in West Africa. 

�0�L�Q�Q�H�D�S�R�O�L�V�� �8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\ �R�I �0�L�Q�Q�H�V�R�W�D �3�U�H�V�V�� �…�ƒ�„�Š�� 

��	 �6�H�H �W�K�H �F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q�V �L�Q �W�K�H �
�3�D�F�L�Q�J �$�L�U�S�R�U�W�V�� �G�R�V�V�L�H�U �R�I Social Text online�� �H�G�L�W�H�G �E�\ 

�0�D�U�L�H �6�R�S�K�L�H �%�H�F�N�P�D�Q�Q�� �5�H�E�H�F�F�D �3�X�F�K�W�D�� �D�Q�G �3�K�L�O�L�S�S �5�¸�G�L�Q�J�� �-�X�Q�H �…�ƒ�„�Œ�� �K�W�W�S�V�������V�R�F�L�D�O-

textjournal.org/periscope_topic/pacing-airports/.
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�����7�K�H���&�D�U���D�V���D���6�L�W�H���R�I���&�R�Q�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q��

�>�)�L�J�X�U�H �‚�@ �$ �&�D�U �&�R�Q�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q ���6�R�X�U�F�H�� �1�D�W�D�O�L�H �%�R�R�N�F�K�L�Q�� �/�D�L�G���2�•, �������� �K�W�W�S�V�������Y�L�P�H�R��

�F�R�P���‚���������‚������

As Natalie Bookchin’s thought-provoking video installation �/�D�L�G���2�• ���8�6�$ �…�ƒ�ƒ�Œ�� 

�V�K�R�Z�V�� �<�R�X�7�X�E�H �K�D�V �E�H�F�R�P�H �D �F�R�Q�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P �R�Q �Z�K�L�F�K �W�R �V�K�D�U�H �D 

crisis. Bookchin’s video installation consists of a montage of video confessions 

of people who share their shock after losing a job. One important pattern 

Bookchin manages to reveal in her careful choreography is that quite a few 

�R�I �W�K�H�V�H �Y�L�G�H�R�V �D�U�H �V�K�R�W �L�Q �S�U�L�Y�D�W�H �F�D�U�V�� �S�U�H�V�X�P�D�E�O�\ �L�Q �D �S�D�U�N�L�Q�J �O�R�W�� �P�R�U�H �R�U 

�O�H�V�V �L�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H�O�\ �D�I�W�H�U �W�K�H �4�U�L�Q�J ���4�J�� �„���� �7�K�H �L�Q�V�L�G�H �R�I �W�K�H �F�D�U�� �U�H�F�R�U�G�H�G �Z�L�W�K �D 

�F�D�P�H�U�D �P�R�U�H �R�U �O�H�V�V �L�Q �W�K�H �S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q �R�I �D �U�H�D�U���Y�L�H�Z �P�L�U�U�R�U�� �4�J�X�U�H�V �D�V �D �J�H�Q�H�U�L�F 

�V�S�D�F�H �R�I �V�K�D�U�H�G �L�Q�W�L�P�D�F�\�� �D �V�S�D�F�H �W�K�D�W �L�V �E�R�W�K �S�U�L�Y�D�W�H �D�Q�G �S�X�E�O�L�F�� �D�Q�G �L�Q �Z�K�L�F�K 

�Z�H �F�D�Q �W�D�O�N �W�R �R�X�U�V�H�O�Y�H�V �D�Q�G �V�L�P�X�O�W�D�Q�H�R�X�V�O�\ �W�R �R�W�K�H�U�V�� �R�X�U �I�U�L�H�Q�G�V �D�V �Z�H�O�O �D�V 

an anonymous public who might potentially share our concerns. 

�7�K�H �F�D�U �F�R�Q�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O �L�V �Q�R�Z �4�U�P�O�\ �H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G �D�V �D �W�H�P�S�O�D�W�H �R�I �F�R�Q�W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�\ 

visual cultural and social and political articulation. It is perhaps no coincidence 

�W�K�D�W �W�K�H �F�D�U �F�R�Q�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O �D�O�V�R �S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G �R�Q�H �R�I �W�K�H �4�U�V�W �Y�L�U�D�O �Y�L�G�H�R�V �R�I �W�K�H 

�&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ �F�U�L�V�L�V�� �W�K�H �S�D�V�V�L�R�Q�D�W�H �U�D�Q�W �R�I �D �P�R�W�K�H�U �R�I �I�R�X�U �I�U�R�P �–�V�U�D�H�O �Z�K�R 

�F�R�P�S�O�D�L�Q�V �D�E�R�X�W �W�K�H �D�E�V�X�U�G�L�W�L�H�V �R�I �K�R�P�H�V�F�K�R�R�O�L�Q�J�� �D �F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H �D�Q�G �D �V�H�Q-

timent many parents went through and could relate to. �� Her car confessional 

�Z�H�Q�W �Y�L�U�D�O �E�H�F�D�X�V�H �R�I �L�W�V �W�R�S�L�F�D�O �V�X�E�M�H�F�W �P�D�W�W�H�U �D�Q�G �L�W�V �U�D�Z�� �X�Q�4�O�W�H�U�H�G �D�S�S�H�D�O�� 

�+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�� �D�V �W�K�H �Z�R�P�D�Q���V �<�R�X�7�X�E�H �F�K�D�Q�Q�H�O �L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H�V�� �W�K�L�V �Z�D�V �Q�R�W �K�H�U �4�U�V�W 

�F�D�U �F�R�Q�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O�� �V�K�H �K�D�G �D�O�U�H�D�G�\ �W�U�L�H�G �R�X�W �W�K�L�V �V�S�H�F�L�4�F �V�H�W�W�L�Q�J �D�Q�G �U�R�O�H �D�V �D 

�S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O �J�H�Q�U�H �I�R�U �K�H�U�V�H�O�I �E�H�I�R�U�H�� �E�X�W �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �K�H�O�S�H�G �K�H�U �4�Q�G �K�H�U �Y�R�L�F�H�� 

�V�R �W�R �V�S�H�D�N�� �6�K�H �I�D�L�O�H�G �W�R �H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K �K�H�U�V�H�O�I �D�V �D �<�R�X�7�X�E�H �V�W�D�U�� �K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�� �K�H�U 

��	 �7�K�H �Y�L�G�H�R �L�V �D�Y�D�L�O�L�E�O�H �D�W �<�R�X�W�X�E�H�� �K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���\�R�X�W�X�E�H���F�R�P���Z�D�W�F�K�"�Y� �+�Š�B�Z�Y�4�+�0�*�2�–��
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subsequent videos reached a considerably smaller audience than the home -

schooling video rant. What made that rant so poignant was that it highlighted 

�W�K�H �F�D�U���V �G�R�X�E�O�H �U�R�O�H �D�V �D �V�D�I�H �V�S�D�F�H �G�X�U�L�Q�J �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F�� �W�K�X�V �D�G�G�L�Q�J �Q�H�Z 

layers of meaning to the car confessional: a private space away from the living 

�T�X�D�U�W�H�U�V �R�I �W�K�H �I�D�P�L�O�\�� �D �U�R�R�P �R�I �K�H�U �R�Z�Q �R�Q �I�R�X�U �Z�K�H�H�O�V�� �E�X�W �D�O�V�R �D �V�D�I�H �V�S�D�F�H 

�S�U�R�W�H�F�W�H�G �I�U�R�P �W�K�H �U�L�V�N �R�I �L�Q�I�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �D�V �– �Z�L�O�O �D�U�J�X�H �L�Q �W�K�H �I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J �V�H�F�W�L�R�Q��

�����7�K�H���5�H�D�U���Y�L�H�Z���0�L�U�U�R�U���D�V���D���6�F�U�H�H�Q

�>�)�L�J�X�U�H ���@ �7�K�H �U�H�D�U���Y�L�H�Z �P�L�U�U�R�U �D�V �V�F�U�H�H�Q ���6�R�X�U�F�H�� �$�O�H�[�D�Q�G�U�D �6�F�K�Q�H�L�G�H�U�� ����������

The night after the lockdown I decided to go on a car ride. Strangely enough 

�L�W �I�H�O�W �O�L�N�H �
�I�U�H�H�G�R�P�� �D�Q�G �
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physical distancing and free to move around the city wherever I wanted. 

Usually I would prefer to commute and travel by public transportation. But the 

pandemic made the privilege of being able to choose became apparent. 

But then it was also something else about this car ride that was rather new 

to me. Shortly before the pandemic the old car which I usually drove had 

been replaced with a brand new car with a wide range of data-based driving 
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audiovisual media device on wheels. The car obviously has the usual displays 

�D�Q�G �V�F�U�H�H�Q�V �W�R �S�U�R�Y�L�G�H �L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q �D�E�R�X�W �V�S�H�H�G�� �G�L�U�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �W�K�H �V�W�D�W�H �R�I �W�K�H 

�H�Q�J�L�Q�H�� �H�W�F�� �$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J �W�R �R�Q�H���V �S�U�H�I�H�U�U�H�G �P�H�G�L�D �J�H�Q�H�D�O�R�J�\�� �W�K�H�V�H �V�F�U�H�H�Q�V 

�V�H�U�Y�H �W�R �
�4�O�W�H�U�� �R�U �W�R �
�S�U�R�M�H�F�W���� �W�R �G�L�V�S�O�D�\ ���W�R �
�V�K�R�Z���� �W�R �
�H�[�K�L�E�L�W���� �R�U �P�R�Q�L�W�R�U 

���W�R �
�R�E�V�H�U�Y�H���� �W�R �
�F�K�H�F�N�� �R�U �
�F�R�Q�W�U�R�O������ �+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�� �D�V �D �4�O�P �D�Q�G �P�H�G�L�D �V�F�K�R�O�D�U �– 



������

was especially struck by realizing that this car features almost a dozen small 
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indications of the current speed limits—but also into decisions that the car’s 
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�U�R�D�G �V�L�J�Q�V �D�W �Q�L�J�K�W�� �D �P�D�F�K�L�Q�H �Y�L�V�L�R�Q �G�H�Y�L�F�H �Z�K�L�F�K �W�X�U�Q�V �W�K�H �F�D�U �L�Q�W�R �D �
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vehicles of Pixar’s CARS universe. 
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semester of remote teaching and endless videoconferencing: the rear-view 
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showing the road behind the car as if in a cinemascope framing. It was indeed 
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This new kind of mirror-screen-device serves to maintain a clear view of 

�W�K�H �E�D�F�N �R�I �W�K�H �F�D�U �I�R�U �W�K�H �G�U�L�Y�H�U �Z�K�H�Q �W�K�H �O�R�D�G�L�Q�J �D�U�H�D �L�V �I�X�O�O�\ �S�D�F�N�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K 

luggage or other items blocking the view to the rear. If the camera in the car 

confessional serves as a kind of rear-view mirror that is also a recording device 
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Hitchock’s Vertigo haunt her as voices of absent bodies on the rear windshield). 

If the car confessional can be said to be modelled on the kind of conversation 

the driver could be having with his passengers in the back seat even while 
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rear-view camera eliminates the passengers from the driver’s immediate vis -

ibility. They persist as accousmetric voices even as the viewer has a splendid 

widescreen view of the area behind the car. This visibility gap created by the 

�P�D�F�K�L�Q�H �Y�L�V�L�R�Q �G�H�Y�L�F�H�V �R�I �W�K�H �F�D�U �L�V�� �S�H�U�K�D�S�V�� �D�Q �D�S�W �U�H�P�L�Q�G�H�U �R�I �W�K�H �I�D�F�W �W�K�D�W 

the purported safe space of the car can never be quite safe and always retains 

something uncanny about it. As much as we may communicate with the out -

�V�L�G�H �Z�R�U�O�G �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �Y�D�U�L�R�X�V �O�R�R�N�L�Q�J �G�H�Y�L�F�H�V�� �Z�H �D�U�H �Q�H�Y�H�U �T�X�L�W�H �D�W �K�R�P�H �L�Q �L�W�� 

The car as pandemic media space is always a space of displacement.
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�F�D�U�� �L�I �W�K�H �U�H�D�U���Y�L�H�Z �G�H�Y�L�F�H�V �L�Q �W�K�H �F�D�U �D�U�H �D �P�L�U�U�R�U �W�X�U�Q�H�G �V�F�U�H�H�Q�� �W�K�H �Y�L�G�H�R-
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restlessly controlling her own behavior and adjusting to a constantly changing 

�H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�� �W�K�H �Y�L�G�H�R�F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H �W�R�R�O�V �P�D�N�H �P�H �P�R�Q�L�W�R�U �D�Q�G �D�G�M�X�V�W �P�\�V�H�O�I 

to my own self-perception and my perception of the other participants. While 

�S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�L�Q�J �L�Q �D �Y�L�G�H�R�F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H �I�U�R�P �K�R�P�H�� �– �P�D�\ �E�H �D�W �K�R�P�H�� �E�X�W �– �D�P �Q�R�W 

safe from the pandemic media space of constant displacement. 

In a footnote in his second article on the apparatus ( le dispositif ) Jean-Louis 

�%�D�X�G�U�\ �S�U�R�S�R�V�H�V �G�L�V�W�L�Q�J�X�L�V�K�L�Q�J �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �W�K�H �D�S�S�D�U�D�W�X�V �D�V �D �V�S�H�F�L�4�F �G�L�V-

position of the viewing situation and the basic cinematographic apparatus 

(or l’appareil de base �L�Q �)�U�H�Q�F�K���� �Z�K�L�F�K �I�R�U �K�L�P �
�F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�V �W�K�H �H�Q�V�H�P�E�O�H �R�I 

�W�K�H �H�T�X�L�S�P�H�Q�W �D�Q�G �R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V �Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\ �W�R �W�K�H �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q �R�I �D �4�O�P �D�Q�G 

�L�W�V �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�L�R�Q ������ �)�R�U �%�D�X�G�U�\�� �W�K�H �
basic cinematographic apparatus involves 

�W�K�H �4�O�P �V�W�R�F�N�� �W�K�H �F�D�P�H�U�D�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�L�Q�J�� �P�R�Q�W�D�J�H �F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G �L�Q �L�W�V �W�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O 

�D�V�S�H�F�W�V�� �H�W�F���� �D�V �Z�H�O�O �D�V �W�K�H �D�S�S�D�U�D�W�X�V ��dispositif �� �R�I �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� ���„�Œ�‹�‰�� �†�„�Š����

�–�Q �D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�L�Q�J �W�K�H �Q�H�Z �F�R�Q�4�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I �Y�L�H�Z�L�Q�J �G�H�Y�L�F�H�V �D�Q�G �R�S�H�U�D�W�L�Y�H �V�X�E-

�M�H�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V�� �I�U�R�P �G�U�L�Y�L�Q�J �W�R �Y�L�G�H�R�F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�L�Q�J�� �L�W �P�D�\ �E�H �X�V�H�I�X�O �W�R �U�H�W�X�U�Q �W�R 

�W�K�L�V �G�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W�L�R�Q �D�Q�G �D�Q�D�O�\�]�H �W�K�H �F�R�Q�4�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �F�D�U�� �F�D�P�H�U�D�� �D�Q�G �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�V 

both in terms of the basic apparatus and the viewing disposition. It may help 

�X�V �X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G �K�R�Z �W�K�H �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�F�H �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �K�R�P�H �D�Q�G �Q�R�W���K�R�P�H �F�D�Q �H�D�V�L�O�\ 

be overruled and erased by continuities of the viewing dispositions of two 

�V�H�H�P�L�Q�J�O�\ �F�O�H�D�U�O�\ �G�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W �V�S�D�F�H�V�� �$�V �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �P�H�G�L�D�� �W�K�H�\ �U�H�S�K�U�D�V�H �W�K�H con-

nections between outside and inside, public and private, but also between the 

amateur and the professional.
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Afghans (Auf abenteuerlicher Fahrt durch Iran und Afghanistan�� �(�O�O�D �0�D�L�O�O�D�U�W�� 
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�%�R�W�K �0�D�L�O�O�D�U�W �D�Q�G �6�F�K�Z�D�U�]�H�Q�E�D�F�K �Z�H�U�H �S�L�R�Q�H�H�U�V �R�I �W�U�D�Q�V�J�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�� �S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O 

travelers who crossed lines and bent the norms and expectations of their 

�W�L�P�H�� �7�K�H�\ �W�U�D�Y�H�O�H�G �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �&�H�Q�W�U�D�O �$�V�L�D �E�\ �F�D�U�� �D�Q�G �Z�L�W�K �D �F�D�P�H�U�D ���4�J�� �‡���� �–�Q 

�O�L�J�K�W �R�I �R�X�U �U�H�F�H�Q�W �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�V�� �– �H�[�S�H�F�W �W�R �4�Q�G �L�Q �W�K�H�L�U �Z�R�U�N �V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J �W�K�D�W 

can help us unhinge the normalizing aspects of what is now consolidating into 

the pandemic media space of car and camera. A past that imagines the future.
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�7�K�H���Q�X�P�H�U�R�X�V���G�U�R�Q�H���5�\�R�Y�H�U�V���R�I���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�G���F�L�W�L�H�V���K�D�Y�H��

�E�H�F�R�P�H���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���K�L�J�K�H�V�W���F�L�U�F�X�O�D�W�L�Q�J���P�H�G�L�D���S�U�R��

�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�V���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ���F�U�L�V�L�V���D�Q�G���R�E�M�H�F�W�V���R�I��

�V�K�H�H�U���I�D�V�F�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�����–�Q���W�K�L�V���S�D�S�H�U�����–���H�[�S�O�R�U�H���W�K�H���W�U�R�X��

�E�O�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���X�Q�S�U�H�F�H�G�H�Q�W�H�G���F�R�Q�M�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q���W�K�H�\���D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�W�H��

�E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���D�Q���X�Q�P�D�Q�Q�H�G���G�H�Y�L�F�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H���S�R�O�L�F�\���R�I��

�H�P�S�W�\�L�Q�J���S�O�D�F�H�V���I�U�R�P���K�X�P�D�Q���S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\��

�U�H�F�R�U�G��

 
�$�V �W�K�H �&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ �Y�L�U�X�V �Z�D�V �S�U�R�S�D�J�D�W�L�Q�J �D�Q�G �F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V �Z�H�U�H �4�J�K�W�L�Q�J �W�R �V�W�R�S �L�W�V 

�S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�� �G�U�R�Q�H�V �Z�R�X�O�G �E�H �H�Q�G�R�Z�H�G �Z�L�W�K �Q�H�Z �I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �Z�K�L�F�K �Z�H�U�H �U�H�J-

�X�O�D�U�O�\ �E�U�R�D�G�F�D�V�W�H�G �R�Q �Q�H�Z�V �D�Q�G �Y�H�K�H�P�H�Q�W�O�\ �G�L�V�F�X�V�V�H�G�� �G�L�V�L�Q�I�H�F�W�L�R�Q �D�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� 

�V�X�U�Y�H�L�O�O�D�Q�F�H �S�D�W�U�R�O�V �G�X�U�L�Q�J �O�R�F�N�G�R�Z�Q�V�� �L�G�H�Q�W�L�4�F�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �Q�H�Z �F�D�V�H�V �W�K�D�Q�N�V 

to thermal cameras... This proliferation of drones’ practices in a pandemic 

�F�R�Q�W�H�[�W �R�Q�F�H �D�J�D�L�Q �F�R�Q�4�U�P�V �R�X�U �W�L�P�H �W�R �E�H �D �
�'�U�R�Q�H �$�J�H�� ���$�Q�G�H�U�V�R�Q �…�ƒ�„�…���� �–�I 

�L�Q�L�W�L�D�O�O�\ �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G �D�V �V�X�U�Y�H�L�O�O�D�Q�F�H �D�Q�G �P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\ �G�H�Y�L�F�H�V �U�D�L�V�L�Q�J �H�W�K�L�F�D�O�� �P�R�U�D�O�� 

�D�Q�G �H�S�L�V�W�H�P�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O �L�V�V�X�H�V ���&�K�D�P�D�\�R�X �…�ƒ�„�ˆ���� �G�U�R�Q�H�V �K�D�Y�H �E�H�H�Q �S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G 

�Z�L�W�K �D�Q �H�[�S�D�Q�G�L�Q�J �D�U�U�D�\ �R�I �Q�H�Z �D�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V �L�Q �V�H�Y�H�U�D�O �D�U�H�D�V ���H�Q�W�H�U�W�D�L�Q�P�H�Q�W�� 

�V�F�L�H�Q�F�H�� �G�H�O�L�Y�H�U�\���������� �Z�K�L�F�K �U�H�O�\ �X�S�R�Q �D�Q �L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J �E�O�X�U�U�L�Q�J �D�Q�G �R�Y�H�U�O�D�S�S�L�Q�J �R�I 

civilian-consumer and military-industrial applications and networks (McNeil 

�D�Q�G �%�X�U�U�L�Q�J�W�R�Q �…�ƒ�„�‡�� �ˆ�‹���ˆ�Œ�b�� �6�W�X�E�E�O�H�4�H�O�G �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �…���‡�� �„�ˆ�Œ���‰�†����
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�)�U�R�P �D �P�H�G�L�D �S�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H�� �K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�� �R�Q�H �L�V �Q�R�W �V�R �P�X�F�K �V�W�U�X�F�N �E�\ �W�K�H �S�U�R-

liferating images of drones in action—no matter how chilling and dystopic 

they might look—than by the images produced by  �G�U�R�Q�H�V �G�X�U�L�Q�J �W�K�H�V�H �V�S�H�F�L�4�F 

�S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �W�L�P�H�V�� �$�V �D �P�D�W�W�H�U �R�I �I�D�F�W�� �G�U�R�Q�H���P�D�G�H �L�P�D�J�H�V �D�Q�G �4�O�P�V �R�I �H�P�S�W�L�H�G 

capital cities and touristic places became one of the most prominent and 

�F�L�U�F�X�O�D�W�L�Q�J �Y�L�V�X�D�O �R�E�M�H�F�W�V �E�R�U�Q �R�X�W �R�I �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �S�H�U�L�R�G�� �H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\ �L�Q �Q�H�Z�V 

�E�U�R�D�G�F�D�V�W�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G �W�R �V�X�F�K �D�Q �H�[�W�H�Q�W �W�K�D�W �W�K�H�\ �E�H�F�D�P�H�� �V�R �W�R �V�S�H�D�N�� �D �Y�L�V�X�D�O 

topos �R�I �W�K�H �&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ �V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q�� �$�V �V�X�U�Y�H�L�O�O�D�Q�F�H �D�S�S�D�U�D�W�X�V�H�V �D�E�O�H �W�R �F�R�Y�H�U 

�Y�D�V�W �D�U�H�D�V �L�Q �D �S�D�Q�R�U�D�P�L�F �I�D�V�K�L�R�Q�� �G�U�R�Q�H�V �K�D�Y�H �S�U�R�Y�H�G �S�D�U�D�P�R�X�Q�W �L�Q �W�X�U�Q�L�Q�J 

�W�K�H �Q�R�W�L�R�Q �R�I �O�R�F�N�G�R�Z�Q �L�Q�W�R �H�]�F�L�H�Q�W �D�Q�G �V�S�H�F�W�D�F�X�O�D�U �Y�L�V�X�D�O �U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� 

�L�Q �Z�K�L�F�K �H�[�W�U�H�P�H �I�U�H�H�G�R�P �R�I �5�L�J�K�W �F�R�Q�W�U�D�V�W�H�G �V�K�D�U�S�O�\ �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H �P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W 

�U�H�V�W�U�L�F�W�L�R�Q�V �L�P�S�R�V�H�G �X�S�R�Q �F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�� �%�H�Q�H�4�W�W�L�Q�J �I�U�R�P �H�[�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q�D�O �V�K�R�R�W�L�Q�J �F�R�Q-

�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V�� �L�P�S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H �L�Q �Q�R�U�P�D�O �W�L�P�H�V�� �G�U�R�Q�H�V �U�H�F�R�U�G�H�G �W�K�H �X�Q�S�U�H�F�H�G�H�Q�W�H�G �V�L�W�X-

�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �V�W�R�S�S�H�G �F�L�W�L�H�V�� �V�W�L�U�U�L�Q�J �I�H�H�O�L�Q�J�V �R�I �Z�R�Q�G�H�U�� �R�I �P�H�O�D�Q�F�K�R�O�L�D �D�V �Z�H�O�O �D�V �R�I 

�X�Q�F�D�Q�Q�L�Q�H�V�V���I�H�D�W�X�U�H�V �V�K�D�U�H�G �E�\ �
�U�X�L�Q �S�R�U�Q�� ���/�\�R�Q�V �…�ƒ�„�‹���� �6�L�Q�F�H �U�H�G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q 

�R�I �K�X�P�D�Q �S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H �L�Q �F�L�W�L�H�V �L�V �D�W �V�W�D�N�H �L�Q �W�K�H �O�R�F�N�G�R�Z�Q �V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q�� �L�W �L�V �Q�R�W �E�\ 

chance that these drone videos mainly revolve around urban structures such 

�D�V �F�K�X�U�F�K�H�V�� �U�R�D�G�V�� �V�W�D�G�L�X�P�V�� �F�L�W�\ �K�D�O�O�V�� �V�T�X�D�U�H�V�� �D�Q�G �V�R �R�Q�� �W�K�D�W �L�V�� �S�O�D�F�H�V �W�K�D�W 

have historically contributed to politically and economically organizing the 

human occupation of urban space. Among the numerous circulating drone 

�Y�L�G�H�R�V �R�I �O�R�F�N�G�R�Z�Q �F�L�W�L�H�V�� �R�Q�H �F�D�Q �T�X�R�W�H �W�K�H �U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Y�H �4�O�P La France 

en absence [Absent France�@�� �P�D�G�H �E�\ �+�2�V�L�+�2 �'�U�R�Q�H �1�H�W�Z�R�U�N�� �D �J�U�D�Q�G �W�R�X�U �R�I 

�W�Z�H�Q�W�\���R�Q�H �)�U�H�Q�F�K �F�L�W�L�H�V �G�X�U�L�Q�J �W�K�H �&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ �O�R�F�N�G�R�Z�Q �L�Q �0�D�U�F�K �D�Q�G �$�S�U�L�O 

�…�ƒ�…�ƒ��.

I suggest that one of the peculiarities of those images lies in their troubling 

conjunction of two levels of unmanned-ness: made by drones—“unmanned 

�D�H�U�L�D�O �Y�H�K�L�F�O�H�V�� �D�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J �W�R �W�K�H�L�U �P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\ �G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�K�L�F�K �D�U�H �H�T�X�L�S�S�H�G 

�Z�L�W�K �D �P�H�F�K�D�Q�L�F�D�O �H�\�H �G�L�V�H�Q�W�D�Q�J�O�H�G �I�U�R�P �D �K�X�P�D�Q �E�R�G�\�� �W�K�H�V�H �L�P�D�J�H�V �X�Q�U�D�Y�H�O 

�X�V�X�D�O�O�\ �F�U�R�Z�G�H�G �V�S�D�F�H�V �D�V �D�O�P�R�V�W �G�H�Y�R�L�G �R�I �S�H�R�S�O�H �D�Q�G �Z�L�W�K �V�L�J�Q�L�4�F�D�Q�W�O�\ 

�U�H�G�X�F�H�G �K�X�P�D�Q �D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\�� �7�R �E�H �P�R�U�H �D�F�F�X�U�D�W�H�� �W�K�H�V�H �L�P�D�J�H�V �V�K�R�Z �S�O�D�F�H�V �W�K�D�W 

should �E�H �H�P�S�W�\ �D�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J �W�R �W�K�H �O�R�F�N�G�R�Z�Q �D�J�H�Q�G�D�� �E�X�W �W�K�D�W �D�U�H �V�W�L�O�O �S�R�S-

�X�O�D�W�H�G �E�\ �D �I�H�Z �L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V �Z�D�O�N�L�Q�J�� �U�X�Q�Q�L�Q�J�� �R�U �F�\�F�O�L�Q�J �L�Q �G�H�V�H�U�W�H�G �V�W�U�H�H�W�V 

�D�Q�G �W�K�D�W �G�L�V�S�O�D�\ �V�F�D�U�F�H �X�U�E�D�Q �W�U�D�]�F�� �7�K�L�V �S�H�U�V�L�V�W�H�Q�F�H �R�I �U�D�U�H �P�D�Q�L�I�H�V�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V 

of human presence can be ontologically construed as a kind of humanist 

resistance to the radicality of the lockdown cleansing policy—a symptom of 

�P�D�Q�N�L�Q�G���V �Y�L�W�D�O�L�W�\ �W�K�D�W �F�D�Q�Q�R�W �E�H �V�R �H�D�V�L�O�\ �F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�G�� �%�H�V�L�G�H�V�� �P�D�Q�\ �R�I �W�K�H �I�H�Z 

remaining moving elements in these images—and most of all vehicles—reveal 

supply and labor circulations that cannot be stopped, even in and especially 

during a pandemic outbreak. 2 �–�I �Q�R�W �W�R�W�D�O�O�\ �Y�R�L�G �R�I �S�H�R�S�O�H�� �W�K�R�V�H �X�U�E�D�Q 

��	 �K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���K�R�V�L�K�R���Q�H�W���H�Q���E�O�R�J���K�R�V�L�K�R���G�U�R�Q�H���Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N���V���Q�H�Z�V���‰�‰���F�R�Y�L�G���„�Œ���F�L�W�L�H�V���O�R�F�N-

�G�R�Z�Q���I�U�D�Q�F�H���Y�L�H�Z���E�\���G�U�R�Q�H���Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N���K�R�V�L�K�R���K�W�P�O�� �$�F�F�H�V�V�H�G �-�X�Q�H �„�ƒ�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ��

2	 This articulation is made clear in �3�D�U�L�V���F�R�Q�4�Q�«���…�ƒ�…�ƒ����shot by Skydrone and Futuria Pro-

�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�� �$�I�W�H�U �K�D�Y�L�Q�J �I�R�F�X�V�H�G �R�Q �D�Q �H�P�S�W�L�H�G �3�D�U�L�V �W�K�D�Q�N�V �W�R �G�U�R�Q�H �F�D�P�H�U�D�V�� �W�K�H �Y�L�G�H�R 



������

landscapes shot by drones nevertheless convey a strong sense of human 

absence on a scale not hitherto experienced. These images appear thus as the 

result of a puzzling correlation between the expelling of human presence and 

an increasing non-human agency in the production of visibility. What better 

�G�H�Y�L�F�H �W�K�D�Q �D �G�U�R�Q�H�� �Z�K�L�F�K �L�V �D �P�H�G�L�X�P �Z�K�R�V�H �K�L�J�K �P�D�Q�L�D�E�L�O�L�W�\ �S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V �W�K�H 

�Y�L�H�Z�H�U �Z�L�W�K �D �V�X�S�U�D���K�X�P�D�Q �J�D�]�H�� �W�R �U�H�J�L�V�W�H�U �D�Q�G �D�F�F�R�X�Q�W �I�R�U �G�U�D�V�W�L�F �V�D�Q�L�W�L�]�L�Q�J 

policies consisting of emptying places of human activities and manifestations? 

While the emphatic and spectacular quality conveyed by the totalizing and 

sweeping eye of the drone invites one to marvel at the beauty of the sites 

�Y�L�H�Z�H�G�� �D�W �W�K�H �
�S�X�U�L�W�\�� �R�I �W�K�H�L�U �G�H�V�L�J�Q �D�Q�G �D�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�X�U�H�� �V�L�Q�F�H �D�O�P�R�V�W �Q�R �K�X�P�D�Q 

�S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H �L�V �R�E�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�Q�J �W�K�H �Y�L�H�Z �D�Q�\�P�R�U�H �D�Q�G �W�K�D�Q�N�V �W�R �D �V�L�J�Q�L�4�F�D�Q�W �G�H�F�U�H�D�V�H 

�L�Q �S�R�O�O�X�W�L�R�Q�� �L�W �L�V �S�U�H�F�L�V�H�O�\ �W�K�L�V �E�H�D�X�W�\ �W�K�D�W �D�S�S�H�D�U�V �Q�R�W �R�Q�O�\ �D�V �S�D�U�D�G�R�[�L�F�D�O �E�X�W 

�D�O�V�R �D�V �S�U�R�E�O�H�P�D�W�L�F�� �–�W �L�V �F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�H�G �E�\ �D �U�D�G�L�F�D�O �U�H�P�R�Y�D�O �R�I �K�X�P�D�Q �H�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V�� 

�D �E�H�D�X�W�\ �I�R�V�W�H�U�L�Q�J �D �I�H�H�O�L�Q�J �R�I �D �W�H�U�U�L�I�\�L�Q�J �V�X�E�O�L�P�H �D�P�R�Q�J �W�K�H �Y�L�H�Z�H�U�� �D�F�F�R�U�G-

�L�Q�J �W�R �.�D�Q�W���V �G�H�4�Q�L�W�L�R�Q �R�I �D �I�H�H�O�L�Q�J �R�I �D�P�D�]�H�P�H�Q�W �P�L�Q�J�O�H�G �Z�L�W�K �G�U�H�D�G ���.�D�Q�W 

�„�Š�Œ�‡�� �…�ˆ���� 

These images of ghost cities awaken numerous memories of apocalyptic 

�4�O�P�V �Z�L�W�K �Z�K�L�F�K �W�K�H�\ �V�K�D�U�H �W�K�H�L�U �V�H�Q�V�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�P �D�Q�G �G�D�]�]�O�L�Q�J �S�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H�V 

(Twenty-eight days later, �…�ƒ�ƒ�…�� Contagion, �…�ƒ�„�„���������� �7�K�H�V�H �L�P�D�J�H�V �W�K�X�V �W�X�U�Q �Y�L�V�X�D�O 

�W�U�R�S�H�V �X�V�X�D�O�O�\ �D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�H�G �Z�L�W�K �4�F�W�L�R�Q �L�Q�W�R �W�H�V�W�L�P�R�Q�L�H�V �R�I �U�H�D�O �W�L�P�H�V�� �L�Q �D �S�X�]-

zling interlacing of dystopia and reality. These images not only register how 

�H�P�S�W�L�H�G �F�L�W�L�H�V �O�R�R�N �E�H�F�D�X�V�H �R�I �W�K�H �O�R�F�N�G�R�Z�Q�� �W�K�H�\ �D�O�V�R �L�Q�H�Y�L�W�D�E�O�\ �F�R�Q�Y�H�\ �W�K�H 

�W�K�U�H�D�W�H�Q�L�Q�J �S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O �V�F�H�Q�D�U�L�R �R�I �K�X�P�D�Q�L�W�\ �Z�L�S�H�G �R�X�W�� �W�K�D�W �L�V�� �D�Q �H�[�W�H�Q�V�L�R�Q 

and a radicalization of this human-presence clearing principle. This would not 

be possible without their attracting and spectacular quality. As a matter of 

�I�D�F�W�� �L�Q �R�U�G�H�U �W�R �V�K�R�R�W �X�U�E�D�Q �G�H�V�R�O�D�W�H�G �O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H�V�� �7�9 �F�K�D�Q�Q�H�O�V �K�L�U�H�G �G�U�R�Q�H 

�F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V �V�S�H�F�L�D�O�L�]�H�G �L�Q �D�G�Y�H�U�W�L�V�L�Q�J �D�Q�G �L�Q �W�K�H �4�O�P �L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\ �V�X�F�K �D�V �+�2�V�L�+�2�� 

�D �Z�R�U�O�G�Z�L�G�H �Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N �F�U�H�D�W�H�G �L�Q �…�ƒ�„�‡�� �I�R�U �Z�K�L�F�K �D �5�H�H�W �R�I �…�ƒ�ƒ �S�L�O�R�W�V �F�D�S�W�X�U�H�V 

�
�W�K�H �Z�R�U�O�G �V�H�H�Q �I�U�R�P �W�K�H �V�N�\���� �–�W�V �G�D�W�D�E�D�V�H �S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V �‡���‹�ˆ�… �Y�L�G�H�R�V �U�H�O�D�W�H�G �W�R 

�&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ ���+�2�V�L�+�2 �…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� �–�Q �W�K�H �F�D�V�H �R�I �)�U�D�Q�F�H�� �P�R�V�W �O�R�F�N�G�R�Z�Q �Y�L�G�H�R�V �E�U�R�D�G-

�F�D�V�W �R�Q �F�K�D�Q�Q�H�O�V �Z�H�U�H �S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G �E�\ �W�K�H �F�R�P�S�D�Q�\ �6�N�\�G�U�R�Q�H �F�U�H�D�W�H�G �L�Q �…�ƒ�„�ƒ�� 

�Z�K�R�V�H �P�R�W�W�R �L�V �W�R �
�E�U�L�Q�J �Z�L�Q�J�V �W�R �L�P�D�J�H�V�� �Z�K�L�O�H �H�Q�V�X�U�L�Q�J �V�W�D�E�O�H �D�Q�G �K�L�J�K��

�U�H�V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q �D�H�U�L�D�O �V�K�R�R�W�L�Q�J�V ���6�N�\�G�U�R�Q�H �…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� 

Like much thrilling and exciting imagery produced by civilian and commercial 

�G�U�R�Q�H�V�� �W�K�H�V�H �H�P�S�W�L�H�G���F�L�W�\ �4�O�P�V �G�H�U�L�Y�H �W�K�H�L�U �S�R�Z�H�U �I�U�R�P �D�b�
�W�H�F�K�Q�R�J�H�Q�H 

�V�H�Q�V�X�D�O�L�W�\���� �D �
�Y�L�U�W�X�D�O���V�R�P�D�W�L�F �I�H�H�O�L�Q�J �R�I �S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H �L�Q �V�S�D�F�H�V �Z�K�H�U�H �K�X�P�D�Q 

�E�H�J�L�Q�V �D�W �ƒ�„���ƒ�‰ �W�R �L�Q�V�H�U�W �D�F�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W �Z�R�U�N�H�U�V �Z�K�R�V�H �O�D�E�R�U �S�U�R�Y�H�G �S�D�U�D�P�R�X�Q�W �I�R�U 

�W�K�H �F�D�S�L�W�D�O �F�L�W�\���V �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �$�V �V�W�D�W�H�G �E�\ �&�K�U�L�V�W�R�S�K�H �/�\�D�U�G�� �R�Q�H �R�I �W�K�H �4�O�P�P�D�N�H�U�V�� �
�Z�H 

�Z�H�U�H �D�Z�D�U�H �W�K�D�W �E�H�K�L�Q�G �W�K�H�V�H �L�P�D�J�H�V �R�I �H�P�S�W�L�H�G �P�R�Q�X�P�H�Q�W�V�� �O�L�I�H �Z�D�V �J�R�L�Q�J �R�Q�� �S�H�R�S�O�H 

�Z�H�U�H �R�I �F�R�X�U�V�H �Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J �L�Q �R�U�G�H�U �W�R �P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q �W�K�H �F�L�W�\���V �D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\�� �F�D�U�H�J�L�Y�H�U�V�� �S�R�V�W�P�H�Q�� 

�J�D�U�E�D�J�H �F�R�O�O�H�F�W�R�U�V�� �G�H�O�L�Y�H�U�\ �S�H�U�V�R�Q�V�������� �� ���P�\ �W�U�D�Q�V�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� �K�W�W�S�V�������Y�L�P�H�R���F�R�P���‡�„�ˆ�…�‰�†�‰�‰�ƒ�� 

�$�F�F�H�V�V�H�G �-�X�Q�H �„�ƒ�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ��
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�E�R�G�L�H�V���F�D�Q�Q�R�W�����R�U���D�O�P�R�V�W���F�D�Q�Q�R�W�����E�H���D�Q�G���P�R�Y�H������ �-�D�E�O�R�Q�R�Z�V�N�L���…�ƒ�…�ƒ�����‡�������$�V��

�0�D�[�L�P�L�O�L�D�Q���-�D�E�O�R�Q�R�Z�V�N�L���V�X�J�J�H�V�W�V�����R�Q�H���F�D�Q���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W���W�K�H���S�O�H�D�V�X�U�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�Q-

�V�L�W�\���R�I���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���E�\���G�U�R�Q�H���Y�L�V�L�R�Q���W�R���D���I�R�U�P���R�I���
�W�H�O�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H�������D���W�H�U�P��

�Z�L�W�K���Z�K�L�F�K���0�D�U�W�L�Q���0�L�Q�V�N�\���O�D�E�H�O�V���W�K�H���D�E�L�O�L�W�\���I�R�U���D���E�R�G�\���W�R���U�H�P�R�W�H�O�\���D�Q�G���V�D�I�H�O�\��

�H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���D���G�D�Q�J�H�U�R�X�V���R�U���D�Q���X�Q�U�H�D�F�K�D�E�O�H���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W���W�K�D�Q�N�V���W�R���D���P�H�G�L�D��

�D�S�S�D�U�D�W�X�V�����0�L�Q�V�N�\���„�Œ�‹�ƒ�������–�Q���W�K�H���F�D�V�H���R�I���G�U�R�Q�H���Y�L�H�Z�V���R�I���O�R�F�N�H�G���G�R�Z�Q���F�L�W�L�H�V�����W�K�L�V��

�W�H�O�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H���D�F�T�X�L�U�H�V���D���V�L�Q�J�X�O�D�U���T�X�D�O�L�W�\���D�V���W�K�H���G�U�R�Q�H���E�U�L�Q�J�V���W�K�H���S�H�U�F�H�S�W�L�Y�H��

�V�X�E�M�H�F�W���Q�R�W���V�R���P�X�F�K���W�R���U�L�V�N�\���D�Q�G���E�D�U�H�O�\���D�F�F�H�V�V�L�E�O�H���V�L�W�H�V���W�K�D�Q���W�R���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I��

forbidden ���D�F�F�H�V�V�����7�K�H�V�H���Y�L�G�H�R�V���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���W�K�H���Y�L�H�Z�H�U���Z�L�W�K���D�Q���H�[�S�O�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���O�R�F�D-

�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���K�H���L�V�����G�X�H���W�R���K�L�V���Y�H�U�\���K�X�P�D�Q���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q����persona non grata. �+�H�Q�F�H��

�D���S�D�U�D�G�R�[�L�F�D�O���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���R�I���W�H�O�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H�����Z�K�L�F�K���G�H�P�D�Q�G�V���Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J���P�R�U�H���I�U�R�P��

�W�K�H���S�H�U�F�H�S�W�L�Y�H���V�X�E�M�H�F�W���W�K�D�Q���K�L�V���D�E�V�H�Q�F�H���D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���W�K�H���D�E�V�H�Q�F�H���R�I���K�L�V���K�X�P�D�Q��

�F�R�Q�J�H�Q�H�U�V�����$���J�R�R�G���L�O�O�X�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�L�V���F�D�Q���E�H���I�R�X�Q�G���L�Q��La France en absence �I�R�U��

�L�Q�V�W�D�Q�F�H���D�W���ƒ�…�b���‡�…�����Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H���G�U�R�Q�H���F�D�P�H�U�D���F�O�L�P�E�V���D���5�L�J�K�W���R�I���G�H�V�H�U�W�H�G���V�W�D�L�U�V���L�Q��

�/�\�R�Q���V���R�O�G���G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W�����7�K�H�V�H���L�P�D�J�H�V���D�S�S�H�D�U���D�V���D���G�R�X�E�O�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���R�]�F�L�D�O���O�R�F�N�G�R�Z�Q��

�L�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�V�����E�H�L�Q�J���F�D�X�J�K�W���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���D���I�H�H�G�E�D�F�N���O�R�R�S���L�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���L�P�D�J�H�V���H�Q�K�D�Q�F�H���W�K�H��

�U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V���W�R���U�H�P�R�Y�H���K�X�P�D�Q���S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H���I�U�R�P���S�X�E�O�L�F���V�S�D�F�H����

�7�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H�����E�\���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���O�R�F�N�G�R�Z�Q���V�W�D�W�H�����W�K�H���G�U�R�Q�H���V���X�Q�P�D�Q�Q�H�G�Q�H�V�V��

�4�Q�G�V���W�K�H���X�O�W�L�P�D�W�H���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���R�I���L�W�V���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���J�R�D�O�����Z�K�L�F�K���Z�D�V���W�R���E�H���D�E�O�H���W�R��

�Z�D�W�F�K���D�Q�G���V�W�U�L�N�H���D���W�D�U�J�H�W���I�U�R�P���D�I�D�U���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���E�H�L�Q�J���H�[�S�R�V�H�G�����Q�R�W���R�Q�O�\���L�V���W�K�H��

�K�X�P�D�Q���R�E�M�H�F�W���K�H�Q�F�H�I�R�U�W�K��already �U�H�P�R�Y�H�G���I�U�R�P���L�W�V���J�D�]�H�����E�X�W���E�\���W�K�H���V�D�P�H��

�W�R�N�H�Q���W�K�H���Y�L�H�Z�H�U���L�V���D�O�V�R���U�H�P�L�Q�G�H�G���R�I���W�K�H���Q�H�F�H�V�V�L�W�\���I�R�U���K�L�P�V�H�O�I���W�R���Y�D�Q�L�V�K���I�U�R�P��

�W�K�H���S�X�E�O�L�F���V�F�H�Q�H�����1�H�Y�H�U���K�D�V���W�K�H���O�D�E�H�O���
�S�K�D�Q�W�R�P���V�K�R�W�������F�R�L�Q�H�G���I�R�U���4�O�P�V���
�W�D�N�H�Q��
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�2�I���/�L�T�X�L�G���–�P�D�J�H�V���D�Q�G��
�9�L�W�D�O���)�O�X�[��

�%�L�V�K�Q�X�S�U�L�\�D���*�K�R�V�K

�(�Y�H�U�\���H�S�L�G�H�P�L�F���H�P�S�O�D�F�H�V���X�V���L�Q���P�R�O�H�F�X�O�D�U���Y�L�V�X�D�O�L��

�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V���Z�K�H�U�H���L�F�R�Q�L�F���V�S�L�N�H�G���R�U�E�V���F�L�U�F�O�H���K�R�V�W���F�H�O�O�V����

�$�V���Z�H���E�H�F�R�P�H���D�F�F�X�V�W�R�P�H�G���W�R���6�$�5�6���&�R�9�…�����P�\���H�V�V�D�\��

�U�H�W�X�U�Q�V���W�R���Y�L�V�X�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���W�K�H���+�–�9���„���P�D�F�U�R�P�R�O�H�F�X�O�H��

�W�R���H�[�S�O�R�U�H���W�K�H���U�R�O�H���R�I���G�\�Q�D�P�L�F���L�P�D�J�H�V���L�Q���V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�4�F��

�U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�����7�K�H���I�D�F�W���W�K�D�W���V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�V�W�V���D�U�H��still���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J��

�P�R�G�H�O�V���R�I���+�–�9���„�����D�I�W�H�U���I�R�X�U���G�H�F�D�G�H�V�����V�K�R�X�O�G���J�L�Y�H���X�V��

�S�D�X�V�H���L�Q���R�X�U���L�P�S�D�W�L�H�Q�F�H���D�E�R�X�W���
�N�Q�R�Z�L�Q�J�����6�$�5�6���&�R�9�…��

�I�X�O�O�\�����7�K�H��liquid image���E�X�L�O�W���R�Q���D���V�\�Q�W�K�H�W�L�F���E�L�R�O�R�J�L�F��

�F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�X�P�����–���D�U�J�X�H�����S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V���D���F�O�X�H���W�R���W�K�H���H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O�O�\��

�V�S�H�F�X�O�D�W�L�Y�H���Q�D�W�X�U�H���R�I���Y�L�V�X�D�O�L�]�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���P�R�G�H�O�L�Q�J���Y�L�U�X�V��

�K�R�V�W���Y�L�W�D�O���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����0�D�O�O�H�D�E�O�H�����G�\�Q�D�P�L�F�����D�Q�G���D�O�Z�D�\�V��

�H�P�H�U�J�H�Q�W�����W�K�H���O�L�T�X�L�G���L�P�D�J�H���U�D�F�H�V���W�R���Y�L�V�X�D�O�L�]�H���D�Q�G��

�S�U�H�G�L�F�W���W�K�H���Y�L�W�D�O���5�X�[���R�I���S�D�U�D�V�L�W�L�F���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V����and���W�R��

�N�H�H�S���D�E�U�H�D�V�W���R�I���I�D�V�W���S�D�F�H�G���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�����–���W�U�D�F�H���H�G�L�W�D�E�O�H��

�P�R�G�H�O�V���D�Q�G���V�L�P�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���+�–�9���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���D�Q���D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V���R�I��

�F�H�O�O�3�$�&�.�����D���V�R�I�W�Z�D�U�H���V�X�L�W�H���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G���D�W���W�K�H���&�H�Q�W�H�U���I�R�U��

�&�R�P�S�X�W�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���6�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�D�O���%�L�R�O�R�J�\���D�W���W�K�H���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���R�I��

�����&�(�/�/�3�$�&�.�� ��



������ Pandemic Media

�&�D�O�L�I�R�U�Q�L�D�����6�D�Q���'�L�H�J�R�����–�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�L�Q�J���F�U�R�Z�G���V�R�X�U�F�H�G���G�D�W�D����

�W�K�H���S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P���H�Q�D�E�O�H�V���D�Q���L�P�D�J�H���F�R�P�S�R�V�H�G���D�W���R�Q�H���V�F�D�O�H��

�W�R���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�R�X�V�O�\���O�L�T�X�L�G�D�W�H���D�Q�G���U�H�D�V�V�H�P�E�O�H���L�Q�W�R���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U��

���S�H�U�K�D�S�V���O�D�U�J�H�U�����Z�K�R�O�H�����D�Q�G���Y�L�F�H���Y�H�U�V�D�����6�X�F�K���V�F�D�O��

�D�E�O�H���L�P�D�J�H�V���D�U�H���F�U�H�D�W�L�Y�H���D�F�W�X�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�4�F��

�K�\�S�R�W�K�H�V�H�V���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���P�D�W�K�H�P�D�W�L�F�D�O���S�R�V�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V�����$�Q�G��

�\�H�W�����(�Y�H�Q���D�V���W�K�H�\���U�H�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���F�D�S�D�F�L�W�L�H�V���D�Q�G���W�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�L�H�V��

�R�I���F�R�P�S�O�H�[���V�\�V�W�H�P�V���F�D�O�F�X�O�D�E�O�H�����W�K�H���S�D�U�W�L�D�O�O�\���N�Q�R�Z�Q��

�K�D�X�Q�W�V���W�K�H���O�L�T�X�L�G���L�P�D�J�H����

We encounter an ominous spiked orb almost on a daily basis in reportage on 

�W�K�H �&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F�� �7�K�R�V�H �V�S�L�N�H�V �D�W�W�D�F�K �Z�L�W�K �H�D�V�H �W�R �W�K�H �$�&�(�… �U�H�F�H�S�W�R�U�V 

�R�I �K�X�P�D�Q �U�H�V�S�L�U�D�W�R�U�\ �F�H�O�O�V�� �Z�H �D�U�H �W�R�O�G�� �H�Q�D�E�O�L�Q�J �D �G�H�D�G�O�\ �Y�L�U�D�O �W�D�N�H�R�Y�H�U �R�I 

�K�R�V�W �U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V�� �%�X�W �Z�H���Y�H �K�H�D�U�G �W�K�L�V �V�W�R�U�\ �E�H�I�R�U�H�� �6�$�5�6���&�R�9�… �G�R�H�V �W�R �U�H�V-

�S�L�U�D�W�R�U�\ �F�H�O�O�V �Z�K�D�W �+�–�9 �R�Q�F�H �G�L�G �W�R �&�'�‡ �F�H�O�O�V �R�I �W�K�H �L�P�P�X�Q�H �V�\�V�W�H�P�� �$�Q �D�E�L�G�L�Q�J 

accompaniment to every pandemic is the visualization of virus macro -

�P�R�O�H�F�X�O�H�V�� �W�K�H�L�U �D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K �D�Q�G �H�Q�W�U�\�� �E�O�R�R�P �D�Q�G �E�O�D�V�W �L�Q �K�R�V�W �F�H�O�O�V�� �'�H�V�S�L�W�H �W�K�H 

�L�Q�W�H�Q�V�H �G�H�V�L�U�H �W�R �V�H�S�D�U�D�W�H �D�Q�G �L�V�R�O�D�W�H �D�Q �
�L�Q�Y�L�V�L�E�O�H �H�Q�H�P�\���� �Z�H �K�D�Y�H �F�R�P�H �W�R 

regard pathogenic particles in their vital relation  to the hosts that they occupy. 

Moving images based on structural data plunge us into wondrous voyages 

�L�Q �Z�K�L�F�K �R�U�E�H�G �E�R�G�L�H�V �F�L�U�F�O�H �D�Q�G �H�Q�F�R�X�Q�W�H�U �H�D�F�K �R�W�K�H�U ���4�J���„���� �$�V �W�K�H�\ �P�R�U�S�K 

�D�Q�G �G�L�V�V�R�O�Y�H�� �Z�H �Z�D�W�F�K �Y�L�U�X�V���K�R�V�W �F�R���H�P�H�U�J�H�Q�F�H�V �L�Q �W�K�H �W�Z�H�Q�W�\���4�U�V�W �F�H�Q�W�X�U�\ 

�
�P�R�O�H�F�X�O�D�U �I�D�Q�W�D�V�W�L�F������ �2�S�H�U�D�W�L�Q�J �R�Q �D �V�\�Q�W�K�H�W�L�F���E�L�R�O�R�J�L�F �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�X�P�� �W�K�H�V�H 

�P�R�Y�L�Q�J �L�P�D�J�H�V �D�U�H �Y�L�W�D�O �P�H�G�L�D�� �Z�K�R�V�H �L�U�U�H�G�X�F�L�E�O�H �Y�L�W�D�O�L�W�\ �L�V �P�R�V�W �H�Y�L�G�H�Q�W �L�Q 

their �O�L�T�X�L�G �F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�� �3�O�D�V�W�L�F�� �G�\�Q�D�P�L�F�� �D�Q�G �V�S�H�F�X�O�D�W�L�Y�H�� �W�K�H �O�L�T�X�L�G �L�P�D�J�H�� �– 

�D�U�J�X�H�� �U�D�F�H�V �W�R �Y�L�V�X�D�O�L�]�H �D�Q�G �S�U�H�G�L�F�W �W�K�H �Y�L�W�D�O �5�X�[ �R�I �S�D�U�D�V�L�W�L�F �U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� 

�:�H �V�H�H �W�K�L�V �L�Q �W�K�H �R�Q�J�R�L�Q�J �W�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O���D�H�V�W�K�H�W�L�F �P�H�G�L�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �W�K�H �+�–�9���„ �P�D�F�U�R-

�P�R�O�H�F�X�O�H�� �V�W�L�O�O �X�Q�G�H�U �F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q �D�I�W�H�U �I�R�X�U �G�H�F�D�G�H�V �R�I �W�K�H �Y�L�U�D�O �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F�� 

�2�Q �W�K�H �R�Q�H �K�D�Q�G�� �P�D�O�O�H�D�E�O�H�� �F�R�Q�V�W�D�Q�W�O�\ �H�G�L�W�D�E�O�H �L�P�D�J�H�V �D�U�H �Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\ �I�R�U 

�S�U�R�F�H�V�V�L�Q�J �Y�R�O�X�P�H�V �R�I �Q�H�Z �G�D�W�D �L�Q �I�D�V�W���S�D�F�H�G �V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�4�F �U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�� �7�K�H �
�L�P�D�J�H�� 

�P�D�N�H�V �O�D�U�J�H �Y�R�O�X�P�H�V �R�I �G�D�W�D �F�R�K�H�U�H �D�V �D �V�L�Q�J�O�H �L�Q�V�L�J�K�W�� �D �S�U�R�F�H�V�V �W�K�D�W �V�W�D�W�L�V-

�W�L�F�L�D�Q �D�Q�G �D�U�W�L�V�W �(�G�Z�D�U�G �7�X�I�W�H ���…�ƒ�ƒ�„�� �Q�D�P�H�G �
�G�H���T�X�D�Q�W�L�4�F�D�W�L�R�Q����2 Scientists 

��	 �:�L�W�K �D�G�Y�D�Q�F�H�G �L�P�D�J�L�Q�J �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�H�V�� �L�Q �V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�4�F �H�G�X�W�D�L�Q�P�H�Q�W�� �Z�H �D�U�H �L�Q �W�K�H 

domain of the marvelous: a molecular fantastic of the same order as Akira Lippit ’s 

�
�R�S�W�L�F�D�O �I�D�Q�W�D�V�W�L�F�� �L�Q �W�K�H �4�U�V�W �K�D�O�I �R�I �W�K�H �…�ƒ�W�K ���W�U�L�D�Q�J�X�O�D�W�L�Q�J �W�K�H �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W �R�I �;���U�D�\ 

�W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�H�V�� �W�K�H �V�S�O�L�W�W�L�Q�J �R�I �W�K�H �D�W�R�P�� �D�Q�G �S�V�\�F�K�R�D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V�� �V�H�H Atomic Light (Shadow 

�2�S�W�L�F�V���� �0�L�Q�Q�H�V�R�W�D �8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\ �3�U�H�V�V�� �…�ƒ�ƒ�ˆ���� �6�H�H �P�\ �D�F�F�R�X�Q�W �R�I �W�K�H �F�H�O�O�X�O�D�U �D�J�R�Q �L�Q 

�
�$�Q�L�P�D�W�L�Q�J �8�Q�F�R�P�P�R�Q �/�L�I�H�� �8���6�� �0�L�O�L�W�D�U�\ �0�D�O�D�U�L�D �)�L�O�P�V ���„�Œ�‡�…���„�Œ�‡�ˆ�� �L�Q �W�K�H �3�D�F�L�4�F �7�K�H-

�D�W�H�U���� �L�Q �%�H�F�N�P�D�Q �…�ƒ�„�‡��

��	 �(�G�Z�D�U�G �7�X�I�W�H�� The Visual Display of Information ���*�U�D�S�K�L�F�V �3�U�H�V�V�� �…�ƒ�ƒ�„����



������

can keep abreast of structural data from multiple sources in contributing to 

�H�G�L�W�D�E�O�H �P�R�G�H�O�V �R�I �O�L�Y�L�Q�J �V�\�V�W�H�P�V�� �2�Q �W�K�H �R�W�K�H�U�� �W�K�H �V�S�H�F�X�O�D�W�L�Y�H �Q�D�W�X�U�H �R�I 

�W�K�H �O�L�T�X�L�G �L�P�D�J�H �L�V �V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F �L�Q �N�H�H�S�L�Q�J �X�S �Z�L�W�K �Y�L�W�D�O �5�X�[�� �2�Q�H �P�L�J�K�W �F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U 

how genetic mutations that change instructions for protein assembly will 

impact the entry of viral biomolecules into host cellular receptors—an under -

�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J �F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O �W�R �G�U�X�J �G�H�V�L�J�Q�� �)�R�U �W�K�H �
�E�H�V�W �X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�R�R�G �R�I �D�Q�\ �R�U�J�D�Q�L�V�P���� 

�D�V �L�O�O�X�V�W�U�D�W�R�U �'�D�Y�L�G �*�R�R�G�V�H�O�O �S�X�W�V �L�W�� �+�–�9 �F�O�R�F�N�V �R�Y�H�U �Œ�ƒ �G�U�X�J �U�H�V�L�V�W�D�Q�W �J�H�Q�H�W�L�F 

mutations. �� Scientists continue to visualize and simulate HIV “molecular 

�G�R�F�N�L�Q�J �H�Y�H�Q�W�V�� �D�W �K�R�V�W �F�H�O�O�X�O�D�U �V�L�W�H�V �W�K�D�W �H�Q�D�E�O�H �W�K�H �G�H�V�L�J�Q �R�I �Q�H�Z �G�U�X�J�V��

molecules which can sit in the docking site and block viral entry. 4 Dynamic 

speculative images keep pace with evolving virus-human emergences in these 

molecular-cellular contexts.

�>�)�L�J�X�U�H �‚�@ �6�F�U�H�H�Q�V�K�R�W �I�U�R�P �
�+�–�9 �/�L�I�H �&�\�F�O�H�� �� 

�7�K�H �P�H�G�L�D�W�L�F �F�D�S�W�X�U�H �R�I �+�–�9���„ �H�P�H�U�J�H�V �D�W �W�K�H �L�Q�W�H�U�V�H�F�W�L�R�Q �R�I �E�D�V�L�F �V�F�L�H�Q�F�H 

laboratories and creative media industries. While media histories starting 

�I�U�R�P �W�K�H �4�U�V�W �F�D�S�W�X�U�H �R�I �W�K�H �W�R�E�D�F�F�R �P�R�V�D�L�F �Y�L�U�X�V �X�Q�G�H�U �W�K�H �H�O�H�F�W�U�R�Q �P�L�F�U�R-

�V�F�R�S�H �L�Q �„�Œ�†�‹ �U�H�Y�H�D�O �D �V�K�L�I�W �I�U�R�P �P�R�U�S�K�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O �S�U�H�R�F�F�X�S�D�W�L�R�Q�V �W�R �G�H�F�R�G�L�Q�J 

�Y�L�U�D�O �J�H�Q�R�P�H�V �L�Q �W�K�H �P�L�G���W�Z�H�Q�W�L�H�W�K �F�H�Q�W�X�U�\�� �E�L�R�P�R�O�H�F�X�O�D�U �P�R�G�H�O�V �R�I �Y�L�U�X�V 

��	 �6�W�D�Q�I�R�U�G �8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\ �+�–�9 �'�U�X�J �5�H�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H �'�D�W�D�E�D�V�H ���K�W�W�S�V�������K�L�Y�G�E���V�W�D�Q�I�R�U�G���H�G�X������

��	 �6�F�L�H�Q�W�L�4�F �Y�L�V�X�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V �W�K�D�W �P�R�G�H�O �F�U�R�Z�G���V�R�X�U�F�H�G �G�D�W�D �S�O�D�\ �D �F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O �U�R�O�H �L�Q �D�Q�W�L-

viral strategies of epidemic mediation. The histories of SciVis are vast because they 

�L�Q�F�O�X�G�H �P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O �S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V �R�E�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�J �D�F�U�R�V�V �F�R�P�S�X�W�H�U �J�U�D�S�K�L�F�V�� �E�L�R�V�F�L�H�Q�F�H �O�D�E�R�U�D�W�R�U�\ 

�W�H�F�K�Q�L�T�X�H�V�� �D�Q�G �Y�L�U�W�X�D�O �D�U�W�� �– �G�L�V�F�X�V�V �W�K�H�L�U �F�R�Q�M�X�J�D�W�L�R�Q �I�X�U�W�K�H�U �L�Q �P�\ �F�X�U�U�H�Q�W �E�R�R�N 

�S�U�R�M�H�F�W�� The Virus Touch: Theorizing Epidemic Mediation.

��	 �)�R�U �W�K�H �D�Q�L�P�D�W�L�R�Q�� �V�H�H �K�W�W�S�V�������Y�L�P�H�R���F�R�P���…�‰�ƒ�…�Œ�„�‰�ƒ�„. This was made collaboratively with 

the Department of Biochemistry at the University at Utah and the CHEETAH consortium 

���K�W�W�S�V�������E�L�R�F�K�H�P���Z�H�E���X�W�D�K���H�G�X���L�Z�D�V�D���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�V���+�–�9���K�W�P�O���� �-�D�Q�H�W �–�Z�D�V�D ���$�Q�L�P�D�W�L�R�Q �/�D�E���� 

�Z�K�R�V�H �V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�4�F �D�Q�L�P�D�W�L�R�Q�V �– �K�D�Y�H �H�[�S�O�R�U�H�G �H�O�V�H�Z�K�H�U�H�� �K�H�D�G�H�G �W�K�H �S�U�R�M�H�F�W �Z�L�W�K �G�D�W�D 

�V�R�X�U�F�H�G �I�U�R�P �U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�H�U�V �J�O�R�E�D�O�O�\�� �6�H�H�� �*�K�R�V�K �…�ƒ�„�‰��



������ Pandemic Media

macromolecules remain critical to integrative research. 6 No doubt the push 

arrives with the turn to complex systems thinking in the life sciences that 

made computation central to the study of living organisms. In attempting to 

�X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G �W�K�H �H�•�H�F�W�V �R�I �Y�L�W�D�O �S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�V �D�W �R�Q�H �V�F�D�O�H ���H���J�� �E�L�R�F�K�H�P�L�F�D�O �F�H�O�O�X�O�D�U 

�U�H�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �R�Q �D�Q�R�W�K�H�U ���H���J�� �I�R�O�G�L�Q�J �R�I �S�U�R�W�H�L�Q �P�R�O�H�F�X�O�H�V���� �V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�V�W�V �R�I �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W 

�F�O�R�W�K �L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J�O�\ �V�K�D�U�H �V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�D�O �G�D�W�D �D�Q�G �W�H�V�W �F�R�P�S�H�W�L�Q�J �K�\�S�R�W�K�H�V�H�V�� �F�R�P-

municate and educate on new media platforms such as (Maxon’s) Cinema 

�‡�' �R�U ���$�X�W�R�G�H�V�N���V�� �0�D�\�D�� �7�K�H �
�P�R�O�H�F�X�O�D�U �P�R�Y�L�H�V���� �D�V �W�K�H�\ �D�U�H �G�X�E�E�H�G�� �D�U�H 

�U�R�E�X�V�W �F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F �U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�H�U�V�� �E�L�R�W�H�F�K �F�R�U�S�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� 

and digital animators. �� �0�D�N�L�Q�J �W�K�H �X�Q�V�H�H�Q �Y�L�V�L�E�O�H�� �D�V �W�K�H �6�F�L�9�L�V �P�D�Q�W�U�D �J�R�H�V�� 

moving images integrate structural data and simulate possible molecular 

events in this post-cinematic context. With new data inputs come new 

possibilities. 

�–�Q �O�L�T�X�L�G �L�P�D�J�H�V�� �
�O�L�I�H�� �D�V �Y�L�W�D�O �S�U�R�F�H�V�V �D�S�S�H�D�U�V �D�V �
�O�L�I�H �L�W�V�H�O�I���� �$�V �V�K�R�U�W�K�D�Q�G�� 

�
�O�L�I�H �L�W�V�H�O�I�� �U�H�I�H�U�V �W�R �W�K�H �P�H�G�L�D�W�L�F appearance of vital processes. 8 Life “emerges 

�Z�L�W�K�� �P�D�W�W�H�U�� �E�R�G�L�O�\ �P�H�G�L�D �O�L�N�H �E�O�R�R�G �R�U �U�H�V�S�L�U�D�W�R�U�\ �P�X�F�R�V�D �V�X�V�W�D�L�Q �W�K�H �Y�L�U�X�V�� 

Technical-aesthetic mediation detects and composes the interactions of viral 

�S�D�U�W�L�F�O�H�V �L�Q �E�R�G�L�O�\ �5�X�L�G�V �D�V �W�K�H �Q�X�P�H�U�L�F �G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q �R�I x copies in y milliliter 

�E�O�R�R�G ���¢ �O�D �W�K�H �Y�L�U�D�O �O�R�D�G �W�H�V�W���� �6�D�U�D�K �.�H�P�E�H�U �D�Q�G �-�R�K�D�Q�Q�D �=�\�O�L�Q�V�N�D ���…�ƒ�„�ƒ�� �Q�D�P�H 

�W�K�L�V �P�H�G�L�D�W�L�F �F�D�S�W�X�U�H �D �
�F�X�W�� �L�Q �W�K�H �5�R�Z �R�I �O�L�Y�L�Q�J �S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�V���D �V�O�L�F�H�� �D �V�Q�D�S-

�V�K�R�W���V�R �W�K�D�W �
�O�L�I�H�� �P�D�N�H�V �D�Q �D�S�S�H�D�U�D�Q�F�H �D�V �
�O�L�I�H �L�W�V�H�O�I���� �–�Q �O�L�T�X�L�G �L�P�D�J�H�V�� �O�L�I�H 

�D�S�S�H�D�U�V �Y�L�E�U�D�W�L�Q�J�� �P�R�U�S�K�L�Q�J�� �F�K�D�Q�J�L�Q�J�� �$�Q�L�P�D�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I �G�\�Q�D�P�L�F �S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�V 

�P�D�N�H �Y�L�W�D�O �5�X�[ �O�H�J�L�E�O�H �D�Q�G �S�D�O�S�D�E�O�H �L�Q �P�X�O�W�L�V�H�Q�V�R�U�\ �H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�V����

��	 �„�ƒ�ƒ���ˆ�ƒ�ƒ �W�L�P�H�V �V�P�D�O�O�H�U �W�K�D�Q �E�D�F�W�H�U�L�D�� �Y�L�U�X�V�H�V �Z�H�U�H �W�K�H �P�L�F�U�R�E�H�V �W�K�D�W �S�D�V�V�H�G �W�K�U�R�X�J�K 

�/�R�X�L�V �3�D�V�W�H�X�U���V �S�R�U�F�H�O�D�L�Q �4�O�W�H�U�V �D�Q�G �U�H�P�D�L�Q�H�G �X�Q�R�E�V�H�U�Y�D�E�O�H �X�Q�G�H�U �R�U�G�L�Q�D�U�\ �O�L�J�K�W 

�P�L�F�U�R�V�F�R�S�H�V�� �:�K�H�Q �W�K�H �S�R�Z�H�U�I�X�O �H�O�H�F�W�U�R�Q �P�L�F�U�R�V�F�R�S�H �P�D�G�H �R�S�W�L�F�D�O �F�D�S�W�X�U�H �S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H�� 

research on identifying viruses began in earnest. The focus on virus morphologies 

�V�R�R�Q �J�D�Y�H �Z�D�\ �W�R �W�K�H �U�R�P�D�Q�F�H �Z�L�W�K �J�H�Q�R�P�L�F �F�R�G�H�V �L�Q �W�K�H �P�L�G���…�ƒth century as molecular 

�E�L�R�O�R�J�L�V�W�V �G�U�L�O�O�H�G �G�R�Z�Q �W�R �J�H�Q�R�P�L�F �4�Q�J�H�U�S�U�L�Q�W�V �R�I �Y�L�U�X�V�H�V �L�Q �K�R�V�W �'�1�$�� �7�K�H �O�D�W�W�H�U 

�U�H�P�D�L�Q�V �W�K�H �E�H�G�U�R�F�N �R�I �Y�L�U�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O �U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�� �H�Y�H�Q �D�V�� �V�W�L�O�O �O�D�W�H�U �L�Q �W�K�H �…�ƒth �F�H�Q�W�X�U�\�� �W�K�H 

onus fell on integrating research with the rise of systems biology. 

��	 �7�K�H �P�D�Q�W�U�D �L�V �D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�H�G �Z�L�W�K �6�F�L�9�L�V �S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V �Z�K�L�F�K �E�H�J�L�Q�V �W�R �F�R�P�P�H�U�F�L�D�O�O�\ �F�R�K�H�U�H 

in the late eighties (the precedents in molecular graphics go back much further). The 

�4�U�V�W �6�F�L�9�L�V �F�R�Q�J�U�H�J�D�W�L�R�Q ���W�K�H �9�L�V�X�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q �L�Q �6�F�L�H�Q�W�L�4�F �&�R�P�S�X�W�L�Q�J �&�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���� �L�Q 

�„�Œ�‹�Š�� �E�U�R�X�J�K�W �W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U �L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\�� �D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F�V�� �D�Q�G �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W �R�]�F�L�D�O�V�� �7�K�X�V�� �E�H�J�D�Q �W�K�H 

industrial enterprise of new media platforms that allowed scientists and animators to 

produce images based on experimental data necessary for designing source materials 

���G�L�J�L�W�D�O �4�O�H�V �I�R�U �V�\�Q�W�K�H�W�L�F �F�R�P�S�R�X�Q�G�V�� �W�K�D�W �F�R�X�O�G �E�H �D�F�W�X�D�O�L�]�H�G �D�V �P�D�U�N�H�W�D�E�O�H �
�E�L�R-

�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�V�� ���E�L�R�W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V���� �6�H�H�� �L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q �W�R �3�L�F�N�I�R�U�G �D�Q�G �7�H�Z�N�V�E�X�U�\ �„�Œ�Œ�‡��

��	 �:�H �P�L�J�K�W �U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U �W�K�D�W �
�H�P�H�U�J�H�Q�F�H���� �Z�K�L�F�K �L�V �D �N�H�\ �F�R�Q�F�H�S�W �I�R�U �O�D�U�J�H���V�F�D�O�H �H�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O 

�G�L�V�W�X�U�E�D�Q�F�H�V �V�X�F�K �D�V �Q�H�Z �S�D�W�K�R�J�H�Q�L�F �V�S�H�F�L�H�V �U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �F�R�P�H�V �I�U�R�P �W�K�H �/�D�W�L�Q �U�R�R�W 

emegere �V�L�J�Q�L�I �\�L�Q�J �
 �W�R �D�S�S�H�D�U���� �–�Q �W�K�L�V �U�H�J�D�U�G�� �V�W�X�G�\�L�Q�J �Y�L�U�X�V�H�V �L�Q �D�Q �D�J�D�U �S�O�D�W�H �X�Q�G�H�U 

�W�K�H �H�O�H�F�W�U�R�Q �P�L�F�U�R�V�F�R�S�H �L�V �D�Q �H�S�L�V�W�H�P�L�F �F�X�W �W�K�D�W �P�D�N�H�V �Y�L�U�X�V���K�X�P�D�Q �U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V �O�H�J�L�E�O�H�� 

readying them for other interventions such as gene-splicing or drug therapy.  

��	  �)�R�U �W�K�H �P�X�O�W�L�V�H�Q�V�R�U�\ �G�L�P�H�Q�V�L�R�Q �R�I �E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J �S�U�R�W�H�L�Q �P�D�F�U�R�P�R�O�H�F�X�O�H�V�� �R�Q�H �R�I �W�K�H �E�H�V�W 

�V�W�X�G�L�H�V �L�V �1�D�W�D�V�K�D �0�\�H�U�V�� ���…�ƒ�„�ˆ�� �H�W�K�Q�R�J�U�D�S�K�\ �R�I �S�U�R�W�H�L�Q �F�U�\�V�W�D�O�O�R�J�U�D�S�K�\�� �0�\�H�U�V �W�U�D�F�H�V 
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The point is better made with brief illustration: I focus on the making of 

HIV macromolecules at the Center for Computational Structural Biology 

���I�R�U�P�H�U�O�\�� �0�R�O�H�F�X�O�D�U �*�U�D�S�K�L�F�V �/�D�E�� �D�W �W�K�H �6�F�U�L�S�S�V �5�H�V�H�D�U�F�K �–�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H�� Univer-

�V�L�W�\ �R�I �&�D�O�L�I�R�U�Q�L�D�� �6�D�Q �'�L�H�J�R�� �–�W�V �F�K�L�H�I �E�L�R�O�R�J�L�V�W�� �$�U�W�K�X�U �2�O�V�R�Q�� �Z�D�V �D �S�L�R�Q�H�H�U 

in the computer graphics foundational to molecular visualizations. Founded 

�L�Q �„�Œ�‹�„�� �W�K�H �
�2�O�V�R�Q �/�D�E�� ���D�V �L�W �L�V �Q�L�F�N�Q�D�P�H�G�� �V�R�X�U�F�H�V �L�W�V �G�D�W�D �I�U�R�P �P�R�O�H�F�X�O�D�U 

�E�L�R�O�R�J�L�V�W�V ���V�W�X�G�\�L�Q�J �J�H�Q�H �W�U�D�Q�V�F�U�L�S�W�L�R�Q�V���� �E�L�R�F�K�H�P�L�V�W�V ���V�W�X�G�\�L�Q�J �F�K�H�P�L�F�D�O 

�L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V���� �D�Q�G �V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�D�O �E�L�R�O�R�J�L�V�W�V ���V�W�X�G�\�L�Q�J �S�U�R�W�H�L�Q �D�V�V�H�P�E�O�L�H�V�� �W�R �E�X�L�O�G 

integrative crowd-sourced models which allow researchers to move beyond 

their silos of expertise. ����  �8�Q�W�L�O �Q�R�Z�� �W�K�H �O�D�E �K�D�V �P�D�G�H �V�L�[ �P�R�G�H�O�V �R�I �W�K�H �+�–�9���„ 

macromolecule on media platforms so that researchers can manually move 

�P�R�O�H�F�X�O�H�V �D�U�R�X�Q�G�� �Z�D�W�F�K �I�R�U �I�R�O�G�V�� �D�F�F�H�O�H�U�D�W�H �R�U �G�H�F�H�O�H�U�D�W�H �P�R�W�L�R�Q�� �:�K�L�O�H �W�K�H 

game industry’s VR platforms provide inspiration for analyzing biomolecular 

�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�V �L�Q �†���'�� �V�R�S�K�L�V�W�L�F�D�W�H�G �W�R�R�O�N�L�W�V �V�S�H�F�L�4�F�D�O�O�\ �W�D�L�O�R�U�H�G �I�R�U �E�L�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O 

�U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K �D�U�H �Q�R�Z �D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H�� �V�R�P�H �R�I �W�K�H�V�H �K�D�Y�H �E�H�H�Q �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G �D�W �W�K�H �2�O�V�R�Q 

Lab.����  �$ �E�L�R�O�R�J�\���V�S�H�F�L�4�F �H�[�W�H�Q�V�L�R�Q �R�I �W�K�H �E�H�W�W�H�U���N�Q�R�Z�Q �$�X�W�R�3�$�&�. �L�V �D �V�X�L�W�H �R�I 

�S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V �F�D�O�O�H�G �F�H�O�O�3�$�&�.�� �Z�K�L�F�K �Z�D�V �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G �L�Q �F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q �Z�L�W�K �P�H�G-

�L�F�D�O���L�O�O�X�V�W�U�D�W�R�U���W�X�U�Q�H�G���V�R�I�W�Z�D�U�H���G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�U �*�U�D�K�D�P �-�R�K�Q�V�R�Q ���0�H�V�R�V�F�R�S�H �/�D�E�� 

�8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\ �R�I �&�D�O�L�I�R�U�Q�L�D�� �6�D�Q �)�U�D�Q�F�L�V�F�R��������  Structural biologist and illustrator 

�'�D�Y�L�G �*�R�R�G�V�H�O�O���V �O�H�J�H�Q�G�D�U�\ �
�]�R�R�P�D�E�O�H�� �Z�D�W�H�U�F�R�O�R�U�V�� �Z�K�L�F�K �P�D�J�Q�L�4�H�G �F�H�O�O�X�O�D�U 

�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�V �L�Q�W�R �W�K�H�L�U �P�R�O�H�F�X�O�D�U �F�R�P�S�R�Q�H�Q�W�V�� �D�U�H �W�K�H �P�H�W�K�R�G�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O �D�Q�G �D�H�V-

�W�K�H�W�L�F �E�D�V�H�V �I�R�U �E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J �X�Q�L�4�H�G �K�\�E�U�L�G �P�R�G�H�O�V �R�Q �F�H�O�O�3�$�&�. ���4�J�� �…�D��������  

the haptic and kinesthetic qualities of modeling proteins to argue for a sensuous 

�H�Q�J�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W �Z�L�W�K �V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�4�F �P�R�O�H�F�X�O�D�U �V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�V��

���� 	 Arthur Olson has been envisioning HIV from the start of the epidemic in the United 

�6�W�D�W�H�V�� �6�W�X�G�\�L�Q�J �W�K�H �V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�D�O �G�L�P�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�V �R�I �+�–�9�� �W�K�H �2�O�V�R�Q �/�D�E���V �
�$�–�'�6���5�H�O�D�W�H�G �6�W�U�X�F-

�W�X�U�D�O �%�L�R�O�R�J�\ �3�U�R�J�U�D�P�� �L�V �D�Q �1�–�+���I�X�Q�G�H�G �R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �7�K�H �W�H�D�P �D�W �W�K�H �O�D�E �L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V �D �U�D�Q�J�H 

of scientists from David Goodsell (on the technical-aesthetic end) to Stefano Forli (on the 

�E�L�R�W�H�F�K �L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\ �H�Q�G���� �7�K�H �O�D�E �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G �D�W �O�H�D�V�W �R�Q�H �W�K�R�X�V�D�Q�G �V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�V �R�I �S�U�R�W�H�D�V�H�� 

one of the three important HIV enzymes in the viral replication cycle. Research on HIV 

�H�Q�]�\�P�H �E�L�R�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�V �K�D�V �H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J �W�R �G�R �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H �O�L�I�H���V�D�Y�L�Q�J �S�U�R�W�H�D�V�H �L�Q�K�L�E�L�W�R�U�V�� 

�S�O�D�F�L�Q�J �W�K�H �2�O�V�R�Q �/�D�E �V�T�X�D�U�H�O�\ �Z�L�W�K�L�Q �R�Q�J�R�L�Q�J �H�•�R�U�W�V �W�R �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S �S�K�D�U�P�D�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O 

�V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�V �W�R �
�P�D�Q�D�J�H�G �+�–�9�� ���D�V �L�W �L�V �Q�R�Z �F�D�O�O�H�G����

���� 	 �–�Q �W�K�H �D�U�H�D �R�I �V�R�I�W�Z�D�U�H �S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V�� �W�K�H �O�D�E���V �V�X�F�F�H�V�V�H�V �D�U�H �P�D�Q�\�� �
�$�X�W�R�G�R�F�N���� �D �S�U�R�J�U�D�P 

�I�R�U �E�L�R�P�R�O�H�F�X�O�D�U �V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H �D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V�� �K�D�V �E�H�H�Q �D�G�R�S�W�H�G �E�\ �I�R�X�U �W�K�R�X�V�D�Q�G �O�D�E�R�U�D�W�R�U�L�H�V �D�O�O 

over the world.

���� 	 cellPACK was developed at the Olson Lab (with Ludovic Antin) while Johnson was 

�4�Q�L�V�K�L�Q�J �K�L�V �S�R�V�W���J�U�D�G�X�D�W�H �Z�R�U�N�� �7�K�H �R�S�H�Q���V�R�X�U�F�H �S�U�R�J�U�D�P �L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�H�V �V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�D�O �E�L�R�O�R�J�\ 

�D�Q�G �V�\�V�W�H�P�V �E�L�R�O�R�J�\ �G�D�W�D �Z�L�W�K �S�D�F�N�L�Q�J �D�O�J�R�U�L�W�K�P�V �W�R �D�V�V�H�P�E�O�H �F�R�P�S�U�H�K�H�Q�V�L�Y�H �†�' 

�P�R�G�H�O�V �R�I �F�H�O�O���V�F�D�O�H �V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�V �L�Q �P�R�O�H�F�X�O�D�U �G�H�W�D�L�O���b

���� 	 �'�D�Y�L�G �*�R�R�G�V�H�O�O �L�V �D �F�H�Q�W�U�D�O �4�J�X�U�H �Z�K�R �L�V �Z�H�O�O �N�Q�R�Z�Q �I�R�U �K�L�V �Z�D�W�H�U�F�R�O�R�U �L�O�O�X�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V 

�E�D�V�H�G �R�Q �U�H�D�O �G�D�W�D �V�R�X�U�F�H�V �D�Q�G �P�D�J�Q�L�4�F�D�W�L�R�Q �V�S�H�F�L�4�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �W�K�H�V�H �D�U�H �D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H �R�Q �W�K�H 

�3�U�R�W�H�L�Q �'�D�W�D �%�D�Q�N�� �*�R�R�G�V�H�O�O �K�D�V �Q�R�W �R�Q�O�\ �O�H�G �R�Q �W�K�H �V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�4�F �I�U�R�Q�W�� �E�X�W �K�L�V �E�R�R�N�V�� The 

Machinery of Life ���„�Œ�Œ�†�� �D�Q�G Atomic Evidence ���…�ƒ�„�‰���� �D�U�H �Z�L�G�H�O�\ �F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G �H�[�H�P�S�O�D�U�V �R�I 

�V�F�L�H�Q�F�H �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �%�D�V�H�G �R�Q �K�L�V �D�H�V�W�K�H�W�L�F �S�U�R�W�R�F�R�O�V�� �W�K�H �2�O�V�R�Q �/�D�E �K�D�V �S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G 

�D�V �P�D�Q�\ �D�V �‰ �+�–�9���„ �P�R�G�H�O�V �W�R �G�D�W�H ���+�–�9���„ �„���…�� �„���†������ �H�D�F�K �P�D�Q�X�D�O�O�\ �F�X�U�D�W�H�G �Z�L�W�K �Z�L�G�H�O�\ 

sourced data.



������ Pandemic Media

 

�>�)�L�J�X�U�H ���D���E�@ �:�D�W�H�U�F�R�O�R�U �R�I �+�–�9 �L�Q �%�O�R�R�G �3�O�D�V�P�D�� �‚�������� �+�–�9���L�Q���%�O�R�R�G �3�O�D�V�P�D �9�L�V�X�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �����‚��

The idea is to combine data from all branches of biology into a compre -

�K�H�Q�V�L�Y�H �P�H�V�R�V�F�D�O�H �P�R�G�H�O �U�D�Q�J�L�Q�J �I�U�R�P �ƒ���„ �P�L�F�U�R�Q �W�R �„�ƒ �Q�D�Q�R�P�H�W�H�U�V�� �
�$�U�W�L�V�W�L�F 

�G�H�S�L�F�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I �F�H�O�O�X�O�D�U �H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�V�� �E�X�L�O�W �R�Q �W�K�H �F�H�O�O�3�$�&�. �V�X�L�W�H �F�D�Q �L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�H 

�G�D�W�D �I�U�R�P �X�O�W�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�D�O ���O�L�J�K�W �D�Q�G �H�O�H�F�W�U�R�Q �P�L�F�U�R�V�F�R�S�\���� �L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�D�O 

�D�W�R�P�L�F ���[���U�D�\ �F�U�\�V�W�D�O�O�R�J�U�D�S�K�\ �D�Q�G �1�0�5 �V�S�H�F�W�U�R�V�F�R�S�\���� �D�Q�G �E�L�R�F�K�H�P�L�F�D�O 

���I�R�U �F�R�Q�F�H�Q�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V �D�Q�G �L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �V�R�X�U�F�H�V �� �-�R�K�Q�V�R�Q �H�W �D�O�� �…�ƒ�„�ˆ�� �‹�ˆ���Œ�„���� 

�
�–�Q�J�U�H�G�L�H�Q�W�V�� �I�U�R�P �W�K�H�V�H �G�D�W�D �V�R�X�U�F�H�V �S�U�R�G�X�F�H �V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�4�F �
�U�H�F�L�S�H�V�� ���D�V �W�K�H �O�D�E���V 

�H�[�W�H�Q�G�H�G �F�R�R�N�L�Q�J �P�H�W�D�S�K�R�U �U�X�Q�V�� �I�R�U �Y�D�U�L�R�X�V �S�D�U�W�V �R�I �W�K�H �P�R�G�H�O�� �)�L�J�� �…�E �L�V �D�Q 

�L�P�D�J�H�� HIV-in-Blood Plasma�� �P�D�G�H �X�S �R�I �V�H�Y�H�Q �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W �U�H�F�L�S�H�V ���H�D�F�K �Z�L�W�K �D 

�G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W �F�R�O�R�U �F�R�G�L�Q�J�� �W�K�D�W �D�U�H �X�Q�L�4�H�G �L�Q�W�R �D �V�L�Q�J�O�H �P�R�G�H�O�� �(�Q�G�O�H�V�V �X�S�G�D�W�H�V �W�R 

�W�K�H �
�H�G�L�W�D�E�O�H �P�R�G�H�O �R�I �+�–�9�� �E�H�F�R�P�H �S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H �L�Q �W�K�H�V�H �S�O�D�V�W�L�F�� �P�D�O�O�H�D�E�O�H �O�L�T�X�L�G 

�L�P�D�J�H�V�� �7�K�H �2�O�V�R�Q �/�D�E���V �+�–�9���„ �X�O�W�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H ���W�K�H �+�–�9 �H�Q�Y�H�O�R�S�H�� �I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�V �D�V 

�W�K�H �S�R�O�\�K�H�G�U�D�O �
�P�H�V�K�� �R�U �(�X�F�O�L�G�H�D�Q �
�V�W�D�W�H �V�S�D�F�H�� ���D�G�G�L�Q�J �W�L�P�H �W�R �J�H�R�P�H�W�U�L�F 

�F�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�H�V�� �I�R�U �S�D�F�N�L�Q�J �L�Q�J�U�H�G�L�H�Q�W�V ���'�H �/�D�Q�G�D �…�ƒ�„�„���� �7�K�L�V �L�V �D�F�F�R�P�S�O�L�V�K�H�G �E�\ 

�F�H�O�O�3�$�&�.���V �Y�L�U�W�X�R�V�R �
�S�D�F�N�L�Q�J �D�O�J�R�U�L�W�K�P�V�� �W�K�D�W �G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H �K�R�Z �W�K�H �P�H�V�K �L�V �4�O�O�H�G 

�R�X�W �W�R �S�U�R�G�X�F�H �D �V�F�D�O�D�E�O�H �L�P�D�J�H ���V�H�H �4�J�� �†���� 



������

 

�>�)�L�J�X�U�H ���@ �3�D�F�N�L�Q�J �W�K�H �+�–�9���‚ �P�H�V�K

Such a drive toward consistent precision in modelling biomolecular structures 

�H�Q�D�E�O�H�V �W�K�H �V�W�X�G�\ �R�I �
�D�F�W�L�Y�H �V�L�W�H�V�� �R�Q �F�H�O�O�X�O�D�U �V�X�U�I�D�F�H�V �W�K�D�W �G�U�X�J �W�K�H�U�D�S�L�H�V 

�W�D�U�J�H�W �W�R �E�O�R�F�N �W�K�H �V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O �
�G�R�F�N�L�Q�J�� �R�I �+�–�9�� �6�W�H�I�D�Q�R �)�R�U�O�L�� �Z�K�R �L�V �W�K�H �E�L�R-

�W�H�F�K �L�Q�W�H�U�I�D�F�H �D�W �W�K�H �O�D�E�� �H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�H�G �K�R�Z �D�Q�L�P�D�W�L�Q�J �†���' �P�R�G�H�O�V �R�Q �Q�H�Z �P�H�G�L�D 

�S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�V �Q�R�W �R�Q�O�\ �S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G �W�K�H �R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\ �W�R �F�L�U�F�O�H�� �Y�L�H�Z�� �D�Q�G �D�Q�D�O�\�]�H 

�F�H�O�O�X�O�D�U �V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�V�� �E�X�W �L�W �D�O�V�R �H�Q�D�E�O�H�G �F�D�O�F�X�O�D�W�L�Q�J �W�K�H �G�H�Q�V�L�W�L�H�V�� �I�R�U�F�H�V�� �D�Q�G 

propensities of molecules as they interacted with each other. Real-time video-

�W�U�D�F�N�L�Q�J �D�O�O�R�Z�H�G �I�R�U �P�R�Y�L�Q�J �P�R�O�H�F�X�O�H�V �D�U�R�X�Q�G�� �D�F�F�H�O�H�U�D�W�L�Q�J �R�U �G�H�F�H�O�H�U�D�W�L�Q�J 

�P�R�O�H�F�X�O�D�U �P�R�W�L�R�Q�� �$�V �W�K�H �P�R�O�H�F�X�O�H�V �Y�L�E�U�D�W�H�G �L�Q �%�U�R�Z�Q�L�D�Q �P�R�W�L�R�Q�� �2�O�V�R�Q 

�Q�R�W�H�G�� �V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�V�W�V �F�R�X�O�G �E�H�W�W�H�U �X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G �W�K�H �H�O�H�F�W�U�R�V�W�D�W�L�F �F�R�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�U�L�W�\ 

and hydrogen bonding that forms molecular structures. They could zoom into 

�V�S�H�F�L�4�F �V�L�W�H�V �R�I �V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�D�O �X�Q�F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�W�\ �D�Q�G �W�K�H�Q �R�X�W �W�R �W�K�H �E�L�J�J�H�U �S�L�F�W�X�U�H���W�K�H 

�+�–�9���„ �Y�L�U�D�O �F�D�S�V�L�G �L�Q �W�K�H �H�[�W�U�D�F�H�O�O�X�O�D�U �H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�� 

�7�K�L�V �H�[�D�P�S�O�H �R�I �O�L�T�X�L�G �L�P�D�J�H�V �G�L�V�F�O�R�V�H�V �W�K�H�L�U �L�Q�4�Q�L�W�H �P�D�O�O�H�D�E�L�O�L�W�\�� �7�R �E�H �V�X�U�H�� 

�W�K�H�V�H �
�W�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O �L�P�D�J�H�V���� �W�R �U�H�F�D�O�O �9�L�O�«�P �)�O�X�V�V�H�U ���„�Œ�‹�ˆ���� �F�R�Q�F�U�H�W�L�]�L�Q�J �D �
�X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�H 

�R�I �S�D�U�W�L�F�O�H�V �P�R�Y�L�Q�J �W�R�Z�D�U�G �G�L�V�V�L�S�D�W�L�R�Q���� �D�U�H �D�V �S�O�D�V�W�L�F �D�V �D�U�H all digital images. 

�(�D�F�K �L�P�D�J�H �O�L�T�X�L�G�D�W�H�V �D�Q�G �U�H�F�R�Q�4�J�X�U�H�V �W�K�H �S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V �W�U�D�F�H�� �$�Q�G �\�H�W�� �W�K�H �S�R�L�Q�W 

of the constant update is to keep up with high volumes of incoming data: 

�W�K�H �2�O�V�R�Q �/�D�E���V �U�H�O�H�D�V�H �R�I �+�–�9 �„���‰ �G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�H�G �W�K�H �S�R�V�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\ �R�I �L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�L�Q�J 

crowd-sourced structural data at speeds commensurate with the fast pace of 



������ Pandemic Media

�U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K �� �-�R�K�Q�V�R�Q �H�W �D�O�� �…�ƒ�„�‡�� �…�†���‡�‡���� �)�X�U�W�K�H�U�� �Z�K�H�Q �D�Q�L�P�D�W�H�G�� �V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�V�W�V �Z�H�U�H 

able to experiment with multiple outcomes for the molecules in motion—

�F�R�O�O�L�G�L�Q�J�� �D�G�K�H�U�L�Q�J�� �V�H�S�D�U�D�W�L�Q�J�� �6�X�F�K �G�\�Q�D�P�L�V�P �L�V �F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O �W�R �V�L�P�X�O�D�W�L�Q�J �W�K�H 

�F�K�D�Q�J�H�I�X�O �L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\ �R�I �S�D�U�D�V�L�W�L�F �U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �$�V �R�E�O�L�J�D�W�H �S�D�U�D�V�L�W�H�V�� �E�L�W�V �R�I 

�Q�X�F�O�H�L�F �D�F�L�G �Z�L�W�K �D �S�U�R�W�H�L�Q �F�R�D�W �D�Q�G �Z�L�W�K�R�X�W �F�H�O�O �Z�D�O�O�V�� �Z�H �N�Q�R�Z �W�K�D�W �Y�L�U�X�V�H�V 

�
�F�R�P�H �D�O�L�Y�H�� �D�V �V�H�F�R�Q�G�D�U�\ �R�U�J�D�Q�L�V�P�V �D�O�Z�D�\�V �L�Q �Y�L�W�D�O �U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q �W�R �D �K�R�V�W�� �W�K�H�\ 

need host resources to replicate. ����  But this biological partnership is con -

stantly negotiated as virus-host vital relations continue to emerge. ����  Computer 

�D�Q�L�P�D�W�L�R�Q�V �F�D�Q �V�L�P�X�O�D�W�H �W�K�H �S�U�R�F�H�V�V�X�D�O�L�W�L�H�V �R�I �H�P�H�U�J�H�Q�F�H�V�� �S�U�H�G�L�F�W�L�Q�J �D �U�D�Q�J�H 

of probable outcomes for the form and evolution of vital relations. 

�–�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�L�Q�J �V�L�P�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I �O�L�Y�L�Q�J �V�\�V�W�H�P�V�� �0�D�Q�X�H�O �'�H �/�D�Q�G�D ���…�ƒ�„�„�� �H�[�D�P�L�Q�H�V 

the computational rendering of biologic �
�S�R�V�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\ �V�S�D�F�H�V�����W�K�H �V�S�D�F�H �R�I 

�J�H�Q�H�V�� �W�K�H �V�S�D�F�H �R�I �V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�D�O �S�U�R�W�H�L�Q�V�� �W�K�H �V�S�D�F�H �R�I �V�S�D�W�L�D�O �V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�V���L�Q�W�R 

synthetic �S�R�V�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\ �V�S�D�F�H�V�� �7�K�H �H�]�F�D�F�\ �R�I �W�K�H scalable liquid image lies in 

rendering biological possibilities as calculable mathematical probabilities. 

�–�Q �W�K�L�V �H�Q�U�L�F�K�H�G �P�H�F�K�D�Q�L�V�W�L�F �D�F�F�R�X�Q�W �R�I �O�L�I�H�� �'�H �/�D�Q�G�D �D�V�N�V�� �:�K�D�W �
�L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O 

�V�L�Q�J�X�O�D�U�L�W�L�H�V�� �D�U�L�V�H �L�Q �L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �D�J�H�Q�W�V �Z�L�W�K�L�Q �D �S�R�V�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\ �V�S�D�F�H�" 

�'�H�4�Q�L�Q�J �L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O �V�L�Q�J�X�O�D�U�L�W�L�H�V �D�V new �S�U�R�S�H�U�W�L�H�V�� �'�H �/�D�Q�G�D �D�U�J�X�H�V �W�K�D�W 

�K�\�G�U�R�J�H�Q �D�Q�G �R�[�\�J�H�Q �S�U�R�G�X�F�H �D �O�L�T�X�L�G �V�W�D�W�H �P�R�U�H �W�K�D�Q �W�K�H �V�X�P �R�I �L�W�V �S�D�U�W�V�� �D 

state whose properties (such as the temperature at which water boils) are dis -

tinct from the two gaseous entities. Secondary mutations of HIV that evolve as 

���� 	 �(�Y�H�U �V�L�Q�F�H �L�W�V �G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U�\ �L�Q �W�K�H �O�D�W�H �„�Œth �F�H�Q�W�X�U�\�� �W�K�H �Y�L�U�X�V �K�D�V �D�O�Z�D�\�V �E�H�H�Q �D �E�R�U�G�H�U 

�R�E�M�H�F�W�� �L�Q �W�K�H �V�H�Q�V�H �W�K�D�W �L�W �O�D�F�N�V �D�Q �L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W �G�H�4�Q�L�W�L�Y�H �I�H�D�W�X�U�H �R�I �O�L�Y�L�Q�J �R�U�J�D�Q�L�V�P�V���W�K�H 

�F�D�S�D�F�L�W�\ �W�R �P�H�W�D�E�R�O�L�]�H �Z�K�D�W �L�W �Q�H�H�G�V �W�R �U�H�J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�H�� �2�Q�H �R�I �W�K�H �P�R�V�W �L�Q�5�X�H�Q�W�L�D�O �G�H�I-

�L�Q�L�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I �
�O�L�I�H�� �K�H�D�U�N�H�Q�V �W�R �S�K�\�V�L�F�L�V�W �(�U�Z�L�Q �6�F�K�U�¸�G�L�Q�J�H�U���V �V�L�P�S�O�H �E�X�W �O�D�V�W�L�Q�J �G�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W�L�R�Q 

�R�I �O�L�Y�L�Q�J �W�K�L�Q�J�V �D�V �L�U�U�L�W�D�E�O�H�� �D�Q�G �F�D�S�D�E�O�H �R�I �U�H�S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q �D�Q�G �P�H�W�D�E�R�O�L�V�P�� �$�V �R�S�S�R�V�H�G �W�R 

�F�U�\�V�W�D�O�V�� �O�L�Y�L�Q�J �W�K�L�Q�J�V �Z�H�U�H �G�H�4�Q�H�G�� �6�F�K�U�¸�G�L�Q�J�H�U �P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�G�� �E�\ �W�K�H�L�U �F�D�S�D�F�L�W�\ �I�R�U �V�H�O�I��

�U�H�J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q ���W�R �J�U�R�Z�� �U�H�S�D�L�U�� �D�Q�G �U�H�S�U�R�G�X�F�H�� �D�Q�G �W�K�H�L�U �4�J�K�W �D�J�D�L�Q�V�W �G�L�V�V�L�S�D�W�L�Y�H �H�Q�W�U�R�S�\ 

���
 �:�K�D�W �L�I �/�L�I�H�" �� �„�Œ�‡�„���� �$�Q �R�E�O�L�J�D�W�H �S�D�U�D�V�L�W�H �L�V �D�Q �R�U�J�D�Q�L�V�P �W�K�D�W �F�D�Q�Q�R�W �O�L�Y�H �Z�L�W�K�R�X�W �D �K�R�V�W�� 

as opposed to a facultative parasite that can live independently but becomes parasite 

�X�Q�G�H�U �F�H�U�W�D�L�Q �F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V�� �7�K�H �Y�L�U�X�V �F�D�Q �R�Q�O�\ �O�L�Y�H �Z�L�W�K�L�Q �K�R�V�W�V�� �–�W �O�L�W�H�U�D�O�O�\ �
�F�R�P�H�V �D�O�L�Y�H�� 

from dormant crystalline states when it senses a host. 

���� 	 �2�Q�H �R�I �W�K�H �I�R�U�H�P�R�V�W �V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V �R�I �S�D�U�D�V�L�W�L�V�P�� �$�Q�J�H�O�D �'�R�X�J�O�D�V �F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�L�]�H�V �V�\�P�E�L�R�V�L�V �D�V 

a derived state: a gradual evolutionary transition from antagonism (including virulent 

�S�D�W�K�R�J�H�Q�H�V�L�V�� �W�R �P�X�W�X�D�O�O�\ �E�H�Q�H�4�F�L�D�O �U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V �L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J �D �V�W�D�E�O�H�� �P�D�Q�D�J�H�G �S�D�U�W�L�W�L�R�Q�L�Q�J 

of resources.  �2�Q�H �S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�� �X�V�X�D�O�O�\ �W�K�H �K�R�V�W�� �W�D�N�H�V �F�R�Q�W�U�R�O �R�I �U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H �G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q �R�Y�H�U 

�W�L�P�H�� �L�P�S�R�V�L�Q�J �V�D�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�V �D�Q�G �F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�O�L�Q�J �W�U�D�Q�V�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�V �I�R�U �E�R�W�K �S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�� �H�Y�H�Q �D�V �E�R�W�K 

�R�U�J�D�Q�L�V�P�V �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S �Q�R�Y�H�O �F�D�S�D�F�L�W�L�H�V ���D �O�D�W�H�U�D�O�� �Q�R�W �K�H�U�H�G�L�W�D�U�\�� �W�U�D�Q�V�I�H�U �R�I �S�U�R�S�H�U�W�L�H�V�� �L�Q 

order to live with the perturbations that the other generates. Symbiosis-at-risk is one 

�V�W�H�S �R�Q �D �V�S�H�F�W�U�X�P �R�I �U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �S�D�U�D�V�L�W�H�V �D�Q�G �K�R�V�W�V�� �D�Q�G �V�R�P�H �U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S�V 

(e.g. human-Ebola) never move past that point. Symbiotic relations are those that are 

�P�X�W�X�D�O�O�\ �E�H�Q�H�4�F�L�D�O �W�R �W�K�H �S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�Q�W�V �I�R�U �W�K�H �P�D�M�R�U �G�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �W�K�H�L�U �O�L�I�H�W�L�P�H�� �7�K�L�V �G�R�H�V 

�Q�R�W �P�H�D�Q �W�K�D�W �S�D�U�D�V�L�W�L�V�P �L�V �Q�R�W �V�\�P�E�L�R�W�L�F�� �E�X�W �W�K�D�W �S�D�W�K�R�J�H�Q�L�F �S�D�U�D�V�L�W�L�V�P �L�V �Q�R�W�� �/�H�V�V 

�Y�L�U�X�O�H�Q�W �S�D�U�D�V�L�W�H�V �D�U�H �D�W �D �V�H�O�H�F�W�L�Y�H �D�G�Y�D�Q�W�D�J�H �L�Q �W�K�L�V �U�H�J�D�U�G�� �V�L�Q�F�H �W�K�H�\ �G�R �Q�R�W �G�H�S�O�H�W�H 

�W�K�H �U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V �R�I �W�K�H �K�R�V�W�� �:�H �F�D�Q �
�O�L�Y�H �Z�L�W�K�� �Y�L�U�X�O�H�Q�W �S�D�W�K�R�J�H�Q�V �O�L�N�H �+�–�9 �R�Q�O�\ �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H 

�W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O �P�H�G�L�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �G�U�X�J �W�K�H�U�D�S�L�H�V�� �6�H�H�� �$�Q�J�H�O�D �'�R�X�J�O�D�V�� The Symbiotic Habit 

���3�U�L�Q�F�H�W�R�Q �8�3�� �…�ƒ�„�ƒ���� Symbiotic Interaction ���„�Œ�Œ�‡���� �D�Q�G The Biology of Symbiosis ���„�Œ�‹�Š����



������

drug resistance are examples of such individual singularities: these properties 

�H�P�H�U�J�H �D�W �Q�H�J�R�W�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �K�R�V�W �U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V�� �Y�L�U�D�O �S�D�U�W�L�F�O�H�V�� �D�Q�G �F�K�H�P�L�F�D�O 

�G�U�X�J �P�R�O�H�F�X�O�H�V�� �:�K�L�O�H �V�X�F�K �Q�H�Z �S�U�R�S�H�U�W�L�H�V �F�D�Q �E�H �G�H�F�R�G�H�G �D�Q�G �G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�H�G�� 

what remains speculative are the capacities and tendencies that come into play 

within living systems. Enter liquid images: the attempt to predict outcomes of 

new individual singularities arising in cellular environments. 

�$�V �D�Q �L�P�D�J�H �F�R�P�S�R�V�H�G �D�W �R�Q�H �V�F�D�O�H �O�L�T�X�L�G�D�W�H�V �W�R �U�H�D�V�V�H�P�E�O�H �L�Q�W�R �D�Q�R�W�K�H�U�� 

�S�H�U�K�D�S�V �O�D�U�J�H�U�� �Z�K�R�O�H�� �R�U �Y�L�F�H �Y�H�U�V�D�� �O�L�T�X�L�G �L�P�D�J�H�V �Q�R�W �R�Q�O�\ �S�U�H�V�H�Q�W �Y�D�U�L�D�E�O�H 

trajectories but they also predict what is not yet known. They are crucial sites 

�I�R�U �F�U�H�D�W�L�Y�H �D�F�W�X�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I �V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�4�F �K�\�S�R�W�K�H�V�H�V �E�D�V�H�G �R�Q �P�D�W�K�H�P�D�W�L�F�D�O 

possibilities. Whether those hypotheses concern envisioning the capacities 
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not only the post-democratic procedures of faked deliberation and techno -
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�O�D�E�R�U�L�R�X�V �S�U�R�F�H�V�V �R�I �P�D�Q�X�D�O �F�R�Q�W�D�F�W �W�U�D�F�L�Q�J�� �*�L�Y�H�Q �V�X�]�F�L�H�Q�W �D�F�F�H�S�W�D�Q�F�H �D�Q�G 

�D�G�R�S�W�L�R�Q �Z�L�W�K�L�Q �D �J�L�Y�H�Q �S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� �V�X�F�K �V�R�I�W�Z�D�U�H �D�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V �S�U�R�P�L�V�H�G 

�I�D�V�W�H�U �U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H �R�S�W�L�R�Q�V �W�R �H�P�H�U�J�L�Q�J �F�R�Q�W�D�F�W �F�K�D�L�Q�V �D�Q�G �G�\�Q�D�P�L�F�� �O�R�F�D�O�L�]�H�G 

management of lockdowns and similar measures.

�:�L�W�K �W�K�H�L�U �O�D�X�Q�F�K �L�Q �P�L�G���-�X�Q�H �…�ƒ�…�ƒ �W�K�H �F�R�Q�W�D�F�W �W�U�D�F�L�Q�J �D�S�S�V �Z�H�U�H �O�D�X�G�H�G �D�V 

prime examples of how societies should govern their digital re-mediation. Sur -

�S�U�L�V�L�Q�J�O�\ �W�K�L�V �S�U�D�L�V�H �Z�D�V �R�•�H�U�H�G �E�\ �D�F�W�R�U�V �W�\�S�L�F�D�O�O�\ �V�N�H�S�W�L�F�D�O �D�E�R�X�W �D�Q�\ �J�R�Y�H�U�Q-

�P�H�Q�W �–�7 �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�V�� �K�L�J�K �S�U�R�4�O�H �K�D�F�N�H�U �J�U�R�X�S�V �O�L�N�H �W�K�H �*�H�U�P�D�Q �&�K�D�R�V �&�R�P�S�X�W�H�U 

�&�O�X�E�� �G�D�W�D �S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q �R�]�F�L�D�O�V�� �S�U�L�Y�D�F�\ �D�G�Y�R�F�D�W�H�V�� �D�Q�G �G�L�J�L�W�D�O �D�F�W�L�Y�L�V�W�V�� 

This praise was partially based on the use of open source developing 

�S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V�� �P�D�N�L�Q�J �W�K�H �F�R�G�H�E�D�V�H �R�I �W�K�H �D�S�S�V �D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H �W�R �S�X�E�O�L�F �V�F�U�X�W�L�Q�\ �Y�L�D 

GitHub. For the Bluetooth stack 2 of the tracing apps the two dominant man -

ufactures of smartphone operating systems Apple and Google participated 

�L�Q �W�K�H �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�� �R�S�H�Q�O�\ �S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J �$�3�–�V�� to enable access at the level of 

�W�K�H �R�S�H�U�D�W�L�Q�J �V�\�V�W�H�P�� �F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�Q�J �F�R�G�H �D�Q�G �S�U�L�Y�D�F�\ �F�R�Q�V�X�O�W�D�Q�F�\�� �7�K�H �F�R�G�H 

��	 �7�K�H �Z�H�E�V�L�W�H �R�I �W�K�H �(�X�U�R�S�H�D�Q �-�R�X�U�Q�D�O �R�I �3�V�\�F�K�R�D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V �K�D�V �F�R�O�O�H�F�W�H�G �$�J�D�P�E�H�Q���V �R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O 

�D�U�W�L�F�O�H�� �
 �7�K�H �L�Q�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q �R�I �D�Q �H�S�L�G�H�P�L�F���� �D�Q�G �W�K�H �V�X�E�V�H�T�X�H�Q�W �G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q �Z�L�W�K �F�R�Q-

�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q�V �E�\ �$�O�D�L�Q �%�D�G�L�R�X�� �6�O�D�Y�R�L �=�L�]�H�N�� �D�Q�G �-�H�D�Q���/�X�F �1�D�Q�F�\ �D�P�R�Q�J �R�W�K�H�U�V�� �)�R�U �D �F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O 

�G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q �V�H�H �D�O�V�R �&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�H�Q�V ���…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� �6�R�W�L�U�L�V ���…�ƒ�ƒ�…���� �D�Q�G �6�D�U�D�]�L�Q ���…�ƒ�…�ƒ����

��	 �%�O�X�H�W�R�R�W�K �V�W�D�F�N �U�H�I�H�U�V �W�R �W�K�H �Y�H�Q�G�R�U �V�S�H�F�L�4�F �L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �W�K�H �V�H�W �R�I �S�U�R�W�R�F�R�O�V 

�G�H�4�Q�H�G �I�R�U �W�K�H �%�O�X�H�W�R�R�W�K �O�R�Z �H�Q�H�U�J�\ �V�K�R�U�W �U�D�Q�J�H �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q �V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�� 

��	 �$�3�– �V�W�D�Q�G�V �I�R�U �D�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q �S�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�L�Q�J �L�Q�W�H�U�I�D�F�H �D�Q�G �G�H�4�Q�H�V �K�R�Z �D�Q �D�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q �L�Q�W�H�U-

faces with other applications requesting data from it.
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repository GitHub 4 was employed not only to publish code and protocols 

but to also invite discussions on the social and cultural dimensions of the 

application. 

A practice was thus established around the corona tracing apps that Chris -

�W�R�S�K�H�U �.�H�O�W�\ ���…�ƒ�ƒ�‹�� �…�Š�I���� �K�D�V �F�D�O�O�H�G �U�H�F�X�U�V�L�Y�H �S�X�E�O�L�F�V�� �%�D�V�H�G �R�Q �U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K �L�Q 

�R�S�H�Q �V�R�X�U�F�H �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V�� �.�H�O�W�\ �G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G �U�H�F�X�U�V�L�Y�H �S�X�E�O�L�F�V �D�V 

contexts that simultaneously deliberate and build the tools that allow for their 

own deliberation. Such a dynamic was evident with the corona tracing apps 

too. Using GitHub as well as classical forms of publications in newspapers and 

�M�R�X�U�Q�D�O�V�� �D �U�H�F�X�U�V�L�Y�H �S�X�E�O�L�F �I�R�U �E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J �D �S�U�L�Y�D�F�\ �S�U�H�V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J �G�L�J�L�W�D�O �F�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W 

tracing emerged. In this process the corona tracing apps became a medium of 

�O�L�E�H�U�D�O�L�V�P�� �1�R�W �R�Q�O�\ �Z�H�U�H �W�K�H �D�O�J�R�U�L�W�K�P�V�� �G�D�W�D �V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�V�� �D�Q�G �S�U�R�W�R�F�R�O�V �R�I �W�K�H 

�W�U�D�F�L�Q�J �D�S�S�V �V�F�U�X�W�L�Q�L�]�H�G �L�Q �W�K�H�L�U �H�•�H�F�W�V �R�Q �O�L�E�H�U�D�O �Y�D�O�X�H�V�� �E�X�W �W�K�H �T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q �R�I 

how a digital liberalism could be implemented was raised. The pandemic was 

�X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�R�R�G �D�V �D �F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H �R�I �O�L�E�H�U�D�O�L�V�P�� �D�Q�G �W�K�H �W�H�F�K�Q�R���R�U�L�H�Q�W�D�O�L�V�W ���7�D�L �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� 

�L�P�D�J�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I �W�K�H �&�K�L�Q�H�V�H�� �7�D�L�Z�D�Q�H�V�H�� �D�Q�G �.�R�U�H�D�Q �D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�H�V �W�R �W�U�D�F�N�L�Q�J 

and tracing were mobilized as negative examples. In opposition to these 

�P�R�V�W�O�\ �L�P�D�J�L�Q�H�G �$�V�L�D�Q �D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�H�V�� �W�K�H �(�X�U�R�S�H�D�Q �W�U�D�F�L�Q�J �D�S�S �Z�D�V �W�R �S�U�H�V�H�U�Y�H 

individual privacy and not provide any means for surveillance. The posture of 

the European tracing apps thus both included an international signal as well 

as messages to the European public. The latter was addressed as subjects 

of digital governing that they could self-govern by means of the openness of 

codebase and discussion.

�0�H�P�E�H�U�V �R�I �W�K�H �'�3���†�7 �F�R�Q�V�R�U�W�L�X�P �K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�H�G �W�K�H �Q�H�F�H�V�V�L�W�\ �W�R �S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W �W�K�H 

emergence of social graphs within the data processing elements of the corona 

app stack. Graphs are mathematical structures describing linkages between 

�H�Q�W�L�W�L�H�V �F�D�O�O�H�G �Q�R�G�H�V ���4�J�� �„���� �'�H�V�S�L�W�H �W�K�H �G�L�D�J�U�D�P�P�D�W�L�F �F�R�Q�Q�R�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I �W�K�H 

�W�H�U�P �J�U�D�S�K�� �W�K�H�V�H �P�D�W�K�H�P�D�W�L�F�D�O �H�Q�W�L�W�L�H�V �D�U�H �Q�R�W �S�U�L�P�D�U�L�O�\ �Y�L�V�X�D�O �P�H�G�L�D�� 

�1�R�Q�H�W�K�H�O�H�V�V �Y�L�V�X�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I �J�U�D�S�K�V �D�U�H �F�R�P�P�R�Q �D�Q�G�� �I�R�U �H�[�D�P�S�O�H�� �S�D�U�W �R�I 

�W�K�H �Y�L�V�X�D�O �E�U�D�Q�G�L�Q�J �R�I �)�D�F�H�E�R�R�N �H�Y�H�Q�W�V ���4�J�� �…���� �+�H�U�H �W�K�H �V�W�D�J�H �E�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G�V 

often show networks of nodes and edges. But when such stylized graphs are 

�V�K�R�Z�Q �R�U �J�U�D�S�K �G�D�W�D�V�H�W�V �D�U�H �Y�L�V�X�D�O�L�]�H�G �Z�L�W�K �W�R�R�O�V �O�L�N�H �*�H�S�K�L���� the use-value 

is comparably low. Visualizations are only viable for datasets with a relatively 

small number of entities. The function of these pictures is to depict complexity 

�Z�K�L�O�H �O�D�U�J�H �J�U�D�S�K�V�� �O�L�N�H �*�R�R�J�O�H���V �V�H�D�U�F�K �J�U�D�S�K �Z�L�W�K �D �W�U�L�O�O�L�R�Q �Q�R�G�H�V �D�Q�G �H�G�J�H�V�� 

escape their visualization.

4	 GitHub is a popular online source code repository allowing for distributed development 

�R�I �V�R�I�W�Z�D�U�H�� �)�R�X�Q�G�H�G �L�W �…�ƒ�ƒ�‹�� �*�L�W�+�X�E �Z�D�V �D�F�T�X�L�U�H�G �E�\ �0�L�F�U�R�V�R�I�W �L�Q �…�ƒ�„�‹�� �6�H�H �J�L�W�K�X�E���R�U�J��

��	 �*�H�S�K�L �L�V �D�Q �R�S�H�Q �V�R�X�U�F�H �V�R�I�W�Z�D�U�H �S�D�F�N�D�J�H �I�R�U �Y�L�V�X�D�O�L�]�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�D�O�\�]�L�Q�J �D�Q�G �H�[�S�O�R�U�L�Q�J 

graph-data sets. See gephi.org
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�>�)�L�J�X�U�H �‚�@ �1�6�$ �%�L�J �*�U�D�S�K �(�[�S�H�U�L�P�H�Q�W ���6�R�X�U�F�H�� �7�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O �5�H�S�R�U�W �1�6�$���5�'�������‚�����������������Y�‚�� 

�7�K�H �W�H�U�P �V�R�F�L�D�O �J�U�D�S�K �X�V�H�G �E�\ �W�K�H �'�3���†�7 �F�R�Q�V�R�U�W�L�X�P �Z�D�V �R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O�O�\ �F�R�L�Q�H�G �E�\ 

�0�D�U�N �=�X�F�N�H�U�E�H�U�J �L�Q �…�ƒ�ƒ�‹�� �–�Q �W�K�H �F�D�V�H �R�I �)�D�F�H�E�R�R�N �W�K�H �Q�R�G�H�V �D�U�H �L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O 

�S�H�R�S�O�H�� �W�K�H�L�U �I�U�L�H�Q�G�V�K�L�S�V �W�K�H �H�G�J�H�V�� �–�Q �=�X�F�N�H�U�E�H�U�J���V �D�S�W �Q�R�W�L�R�Q �R�I �W�K�H �V�R�F�L�D�O 

graph it is evident that Facebook has nearly managed to monopolize the math -

ematical representation of all digitally addressable individuals worldwide. 

�>�)�L�J�X�U�H ���@ �=�X�F�N�H�U�E�H�U�J �6�R�F�L�D�O �*�U�D�S�K ���6�R�X�U�F�H�� �-�X�V�W�L�Q �6�X�O�O�L�Y�D�Q���*�H�W�W�\ �–�P�D�J�H�V�� 
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As the revelations by Edward Snowden as well as material from the War on 

�7�H�U�U�R�U �V�K�R�Z�V ���%�X�U�N�K�D�U�G �D�Q�G �:�D�U�L�Q�J �…�ƒ�„�†�� �%�X�U�N�K�D�U�G �…�ƒ�„�‡�� �(�Q�J�H�P�D�Q�Q �…�ƒ�„�‰�D���E�� 

�…�ƒ�„�Œ�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �*�H�O�O�P�D�Q�Q �…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� �D�F�T�X�L�U�L�Q�J �D�Q�G �P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�J �D �V�R�F�L�D�O �J�U�D�S�K �L�V �D 

core element of the NSA’s approach to surveillance. At the same time plat -

�I�R�U�P �F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V �O�L�N�H �*�R�R�J�O�H�� �$�P�D�]�R�Q�� �D�Q�G �8�E�H�U �D�O�V�R �U�H�O�\ �R�Q �D�F�T�X�L�U�L�Q�J �D�Q�G 

�P�R�Q�R�S�R�O�L�]�L�Q�J �J�U�D�S�K�V �R�I �V�S�H�F�L�4�F �P�D�U�N�H�W�V�� �V�H�D�U�F�K�� �F�R�Q�V�X�P�S�W�L�R�Q�� �P�R�E�L�O�L�W�\ 

���9�D�O�G�H�V �…�ƒ�…�„�� �(�Q�J�H�P�D�Q�Q �…�ƒ�„�‰�E�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �6�H�H�P�D�Q�Q �I�R�U�W�K�F�R�P�L�Q�J �…�ƒ�…�„���� 

Without openly discussing these dimensions it is apparent that within the 

�'�3���†�7 �F�R�Q�V�R�U�W�L�X�P �D�Q�G �D �O�D�U�J�H�U �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\ �R�I �F�R�P�S�X�W�H�U �V�F�L�H�Q�F�H �L�Q�I�R�U�P�H�G �F�L�Y�L�O 

society actors it was a shared view that allowing nation states to appropriate 

social graphs via corona tracing pps would be detrimental to the goal of pre -

serving liberal values within this infrastructure.

�–�Q �G�H�F�H�Q�W�U�D�O�L�]�H�G �V�\�V�W�H�P �Z�K�H�U�H �U�L�V�N �L�V �S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�G �R�Q �G�H�Y�L�F�H �O�R�F�D�O�O�\�� �
�W�K�L�V �F�R�P�H�V 

�Z�L�W�K �W�K�H �L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W �E�H�Q�H�4�W �W�K�D�W �W�K�H �V�H�U�Y�H�U �F�D�Q�Q�R�W �O�H�D�U�Q �W�K�H �V�R�F�L�D�O �J�U�D�S�K�� �Z�K�L�F�K 

is data that can easily be repurposed and misused in ways that individuals 

�Z�R�X�O�G �Q�R�W �U�H�D�V�R�Q�D�E�O�\ �H�[�S�H�F�W �D�Q�G �P�D�\ �Q�R�W �Z�L�V�K���� ���'�3���†�7�� �‡�� �K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�H�G �L�Q �W�K�H 

original C.E.)6

This point is stressed further in the accompanying Data Protection and 

�6�H�F�X�U�L�W�\ �3�D�S�H�U �R�I �W�K�H �'�3���†�7�� �S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G �L�Q �0�D�\ �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �
�1�R �H�Q�W�L�W�\ �F�D�Q �R�E�V�H�U�Y�H �R�U 

�N�H�H�S �U�H�F�R�U�G �R�I �D �J�O�R�E�D�O �Y�L�H�Z �R�I �W�K�H �V�R�F�L�D�O �J�U�D�S�K �R�I �D �S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q �D�Q�R�Q�\�P�L�]�H�G 

�I�R�U�P �R�U �R�W�K�H�U�Z�L�V�H���� ���'�3���†�7�� �†��

�–�Q �D �M�R�L�Q�W �V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W �R�I �U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�H�U�V �D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�H�G �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H �'�3���†�7 �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�� �W�K�H 

dangers of such graphs are further highlighted: “With access to the social 

�J�U�D�S�K�� �D �E�D�G �D�F�W�R�U ���V�W�D�W�H�� �S�U�L�Y�D�W�H �V�H�F�W�R�U�� �R�U �K�D�F�N�H�U�� �F�R�X�O�G �V�S�\ �R�Q �F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�� 

real-world activities. Some countries are seeking to build systems which could 
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could be interlinked and a graph of the contacts between devices would 

�H�P�H�U�J�H ���4�J�� �†���� �� Due to the anonymous nature of the tracing data this graph 

itself would not allow surveillance of individuals. But since interlinking the 
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corona tracing apps thus would have become a means of graph appropriations 
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allowing for the generation of a dynamic social map of the tracing population.
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but by the wider public. Germany eventually changed their stance to a decen -
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tralized version in mid-May. By mid-June the centralized approach favored in 

Great Britain had been dropped and the decentralized model was adopted for 

the NHS app.
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The development of the corona tracing apps has given rise to a peculiar state 

of exception: the exceptional situation that those who are governed reject 

being graphed out. Given the prevalence of graphing for platform economies 
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the corona crisis is a moment when contemporary societies began in earnest 

to muster and investigate the media of their governing. By this I mean the 
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societies have never existed. 8 The current situation of the ongoing transition 

to digital media is a re-mediation. The scope of this re-mediation is no less 

than total: an outside of the digital mediality nowhere in sight. Quite the con -

trary: we are witnessing how every aspect of life gets re-mediated as smart 

8	 Society as a modern phenomenon is the translocal and transtemporal interrelatedness 
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critique of society often relies on calling for seemingly unmediated forms like face-to-

face communication to overcome the indirectness and alienation ascribed to society. 
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granularity in processing and interlinking the resulting data.

Graphs perhaps encapsulate this totalizing element of digital media: they 
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open to incorporating and interlinking more and new data. This totalizing 

moment is furthermore inherent to the centrality measures that process the 

relative position of every node to every other node �� and power the graph-
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What raised its head in Europe is perhaps not the state of exception as 
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governing in which what Michel Foucault had described as governmentality 
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the mediality of their own conduct and of the conduct of conducts. The media 
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citizens to question digital media as tools of both enabling as well as threating 

liberal values constitutes a core dynamic. The corona tracing apps exemplify 
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and food safety can be expected. None of these developments will rule out 
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digital statehood could perhaps learn more by focusing on the permanent 
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mobilization of critical faculties enabling liberal implementations of digital 

media.
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�W�K�H �F�O�R�V�H���X�S�� �Z�K�L�F�K �X�V�X�D�O�O�\ �K�H�L�J�K�W�H�Q �W�K�H �H�P�R�W�L�R�Q�V �D�Q�G �E�H�D�X�W�\ �R�I �4�O�P �V�W�D�U�V�� 

�7�9 �D�Q�G �–�Q�W�H�U�Q�H�W �S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O�L�W�L�H�V�� �D�U�H �Q�R�Z �W�R�R�O�V �I�R�U �W�K�H�L�U �R�Z�Q �S�X�E�O�L�F �P�D�J�Q�L�4-

�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �:�K�D�W���V �P�R�U�H�� �V�R���F�D�O�O�H�G �Y�L�G�H�R�F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�L�Q�J �D�S�S�D�U�D�W�X�V�H�V �X�V�H�G �I�R�U �Z�R�U�N 

meetings generate situations where workers can both contemplate and be 

�F�R�Q�W�H�P�S�O�D�W�H�G �E�\ �D�O�O �R�I �W�K�H�L�U �L�Q�W�H�U�O�R�F�X�W�R�U�V �D�W �Z�L�O�O�� �D�Q�G �I�U�R�P �V�X�F�K �D �G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H 

that the slightest reactions of each person can be equally distinguished by any 

other. The visual arrangement of these apparatuses enables everyone to enjoy 

�D �Y�R�\�H�X�U�L�V�W�L�F �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H �R�I �W�K�H�L�U �F�R�O�O�H�D�J�X�H�V�� �F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�R�U�V�� �D�Q�G �F�O�L�H�Q�W�V �T�X�L�W�H 

�V�L�P�L�O�D�U �W�R �W�K�D�W �R�Q�H �H�Q�M�R�\�V �Z�K�L�O�H �Z�D�W�F�K�L�Q�J �D �4�O�P �F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�� �7�K�L�V �L�V �G�X�H �W�R �D �E�O�L�Q�G 

spot between cameras and screens that makes it possible for everyone to 

stare at whomever they want without anyone knowing exactly who’s watching 

�Z�K�R�P�� �)�U�R�P �W�K�L�V �S�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H�� �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �K�D�V �K�D�V�W�H�Q�H�G �D �U�H�F�R�Q�4�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q 

�R�I �K�X�P�D�Q �L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V �D�W �Z�R�U�N�� �Z�K�L�O�H �P�D�N�L�Q�J �L�W �F�O�H�D�U �W�K�D�W �R�Q�H �L�Q�G�L�V�S�H�Q�V�D�E�O�H 

medium of productivism today is—alongside the computer—the human face.

�–�Q�V�R�I�D�U �D�V �W�K�L�V �U�H�F�R�Q�4�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �Z�R�U�N �L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V �L�V �S�D�U�W �R�I �D �U�H�J�X�O�D�U �W�U�H�Q�G 

�X�Q�H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G�O�\ �E�U�R�X�J�K�W �W�R �D �S�D�U�R�[�\�V�P �E�\ �D �I�R�U�F�H �P�D�M�H�X�U�H�� �R�Q�H �F�D�Q �G�U�D�Z 

evidence about a shift in aesthetic regimes sustaining labor organization and 

productive performance. If companies today can dispense with the body as 

�D�Q �R�E�M�H�F�W �R�I �N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���D�Q�G �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H �D�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�X�U�D�O�� �H�U�J�R�Q�R�P�L�F�� �D�Q�G �P�R�Q-

itoring systems that make it visible in order to better control it (Rabinbach 

�„�Œ�Œ�…�� �+�H�G�L�J�H�U �…�ƒ�ƒ�Œ�� �…�ƒ�„�†�����E�X�W �O�H�V�V �V�R �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H �I�D�F�H�� �W�K�L�V �V�X�J�J�H�V�W�V �W�K�D�W �L�Q�W�H�U-

facial relations remain crucial for industrial productivity in many sectors. One 

could then argue that since at least the mid-twentieth century and the rise of 

�W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O �E�X�U�H�D�X�F�U�D�F�L�H�V�� �D�Q �D�H�V�W�K�H�W�L�F �U�H�J�L�P�H �R�I �Z�R�U�N �G�L�V�F�L�S�O�L�Q�H �I�R�F�X�V�H�G �R�Q 

�W�K�H �E�R�G�\ �D�Q�G �W�K�H �V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�4�F �J�D�]�H �V�H�H�P�V �W�R �K�D�Y�H �J�L�Y�H�Q �Z�D�\ �W�R �D�Q�R�W�K�H�U �I�R�F�X�V�H�G 

considerably on the face and the day-to-day interfacial gaze.

While the convenience of facial observation in work interactions can be simply 

�L�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W�H�G �D�V �D �P�D�W�W�H�U �R�I �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�Y�H �H�]�F�L�H�Q�F�\�� �W�K�L�V �H�]�F�L�H�Q�F�\ �L�V �D�U�J�X�D�E�O�\ 

�G�X�H �W�R �D �V�X�U�I�H�L�W �R�I �H�Y�H�Q�W�V �S�H�U�F�H�L�Y�H�G �R�Q �I�D�F�H�V �W�K�D�W �D�O�O�R�Z�V �Z�R�U�N�H�U�V �W�R �U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�� 

�E�H�\�R�Q�G �Y�H�U�E�D�O �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �]�R�Q�H�V �R�I �S�V�\�F�K�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O �U�H�V�R�Q�D�Q�F�H�� �5�X�F�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q�V 

�L�Q �W�K�H �P�R�R�G �R�I �W�K�H�L�U �L�Q�W�H�U�O�R�F�X�W�R�U�V�� �U�H�D�V�R�Q�V �I�R�U �D�G�P�L�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �L�P�S�D�W�L�H�Q�F�H�� �G�X�O�O-

�Q�H�V�V�� �D�Q�G �G�L�V�D�S�S�R�L�Q�W�P�H�Q�W�� �W�K�D�W �L�V�� �D �V�H�U�L�H�V �R�I �F�R�Q�V�F�L�R�X�V �D�Q�G �X�Q�F�R�Q�V�F�L�R�X�V �S�K�\�V-

�L�R�J�Q�R�P�L�F �P�R�W�L�R�Q�V�� �W�K�H �U�H�D�G�L�Q�J �R�I �Z�K�L�F�K �H�Q�D�E�O�H�V �Z�R�U�N�H�U�V �W�R �L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\ �J�H�Q�H�U�D�O 

�H�[�S�H�F�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �I�D�F�W�R�U�V �R�I �V�D�W�L�V�I�D�F�W�L�R�Q �D�Q�G �G�L�V�F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W�� �J�U�R�X�Q�G�V �I�R�U �O�D�X�G�D�E�O�H 

�S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H�� �D�Q�G �W�K�H�L�U �R�Z�Q �O�H�Y�H�O�V �R�I �4�W�Q�H�V�V. Such daily observation practices 

�D�W �Z�R�U�N �Z�H�U�H �G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G�� �I�U�R�P �W�K�H �„�Œ�ˆ�ƒ�V�� �E�\ �V�R�F�L�R�O�R�J�L�V�W�V �O�L�N�H �(�U�Y�L�Q�J �*�R�•�P�D�Q�� 

who was particularly interested in the way workers try to control and keep 



������

track of the impressions they convey to their co-workers and other audiences 

���*�R�•�P�D�Q �„�Œ�ˆ�‰���� �–�Q �W�K�H �4�H�O�G �R�I �D�Q�W�K�U�R�S�R�O�R�J�\�� �D�Q�G �E�D�V�H�G �R�Q �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q 

�W�K�H�R�U�\�� �*�U�H�J�R�U�\ �%�D�W�H�V�R�Q �L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H�G �W�K�H �F�R�Q�F�H�S�W �R�I �
�L�Q�M�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q �„�Œ�Š�… �W�R 

�U�H�I�H�U �W�R �U�X�O�H�V�� �P�R�W�L�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O �D�Q�G �L�Q�K�L�E�L�W�L�Q�J �I�D�F�W�R�U�V �W�U�D�Q�V�P�L�W�W�H�G �E�\ �Q�R�Q���Y�H�U�E�D�O�� 

�D�O�E�H�L�W �H�•�H�F�W�L�Y�H �P�H�D�Q�V �L�Q �Z�K�D�W �K�H �F�D�O�O�H�G �V�H�F�R�Q�G�D�U�\ �O�H�Y�H�O�V �R�I �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q 

���%�D�W�H�V�R�Q �„�Œ�‹�Š���� �)�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J �%�D�W�H�V�R�Q���V �F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�� �W�K�H �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O �D�S�S�D�U�D�W�X�V �R�I 

�F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V �F�D�Q �E�H �V�H�H�Q �D�V �D �F�R�P�E�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W �O�D�\�H�U�V �R�I �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q 

aimed at regulating performance. These layers are not all at the same level 

�R�I �H�[�S�O�L�F�L�W�Q�H�V�V�� �:�K�L�O�H �D�W �W�K�H �Y�H�U�E�D�O �O�H�Y�H�O �W�\�S�L�F�D�O �F�R�U�G�L�D�O�L�W�L�H�V �D�U�H �P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�G�� �D 

�U�D�Q�J�H �R�I �L�Q�M�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�V �F�D�Q �E�H �U�R�X�W�L�Q�H�O�\ �G�H�S�O�R�\�H�G �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �Q�R�Q���Y�H�U�E�D�O �F�K�D�Q�Q�H�O�V�� 

�D�Q�G �L�Q �S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �G�U�D�P�D�W�X�U�J�L�H�V �R�I �W�K�H �I�D�F�H�� �–�Q�W�H�U�I�D�F�L�D�O �H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H�V �F�D�Q�� 

�W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H�� �E�H �X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�R�R�G �D�V �D �V�H�F�R�Q�G�D�U�\ �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q �F�K�D�Q�Q�H�O �W�K�U�R�X�J�K 

which injunctions to daily productivity circulate. Its existence and its potential 

importance depend on both a certain knowledge to interpret faces as 

�V�L�J�Q�L�4�H�U�V �R�I �F�R�Q�F�H�D�O�H�G �M�X�G�J�P�H�Q�W�V �D�Q�G �I�H�H�O�L�Q�J�V�� �D�Q�G �D �S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U �F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q �Z�L�W�K 

the design of the public image of self.

The importance granted to the face as a text of the individual soul has a long 

history. In its recent theoretical articulations—especially after the intervention 

�R�I �S�K�R�W�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�F �V�Q�D�S�V�K�R�W�V�� �Z�K�L�F�K �K�D�Y�H �V�L�J�Q�L�4�F�D�Q�W�O�\ �U�H�I�U�D�P�H�G �W�K�H �G�H�E�D�W�H �R�Q 

physiognomy around issues of facial mobility ��—one might consider the work 

�R�I �*�H�R�U�J �6�L�P�P�H�O �W�R �E�H �R�Q�H �R�I �W�K�H �4�U�V�W �F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O �D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�V �R�Q �W�K�H �P�R�G�H�U�Q �I�D�V-

cination with the face as the locus of visibility of personality and psychological 

�S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�V�� �–�Q �D �I�D�P�R�X�V �H�V�V�D�\ �R�Q �5�R�G�L�Q �L�Q �„�Œ�„�„�� �6�L�P�P�H�O �D�U�J�X�H�G �W�K�D�W �W�K�H �P�R�G�H�U�Q 

preference for the face over the body relies on the fact that the former shows 

�
�P�D�Q �L�Q �W�K�H �5�R�Z �R�I �K�L�V �L�Q�Q�H�U �O�L�I�H���� �Z�K�L�O�H �W�K�H �O�D�W�W�H�U�� �S�U�L�R�U�L�W�L�]�H�G �E�\ �W�K�H �$�Q�F�L�H�Q�W�V�� 

�V�K�R�Z�V �P�D�Q �U�D�W�K�H�U �
�L�Q �K�L�V �S�H�U�P�D�Q�H�Q�W �V�X�E�V�W�D�Q�F�H�� ���6�L�P�P�H�O �„�Œ�Œ�‰�� �„�ƒ�†���� �)�R�U �W�K�H 

�%�H�U�O�L�Q �S�K�L�O�R�V�R�S�K�H�U�� �
���W�K�H �H�V�V�H�Q�F�H �R�I �W�K�H �P�R�G�H�U�Q �D�V �V�X�F�K �L�V �S�V�\�F�K�R�O�R�J�L�V�P�� 

the experiencing and interpretation of the world in terms of the reactions of 

�R�X�U �L�Q�Q�H�U �O�L�I�H�� �D�Q�G �L�Q�G�H�H�G �D�V �D�Q �L�Q�Q�H�U �Z�R�U�O�G�� �W�K�H �G�L�V�V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q �R�I �4�[�H�G �F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W�V 

�L�Q �W�K�H �5�X�L�G �H�O�H�P�H�Q�W �R�I �W�K�H �V�R�X�O�� ���„�ƒ�†���� �6�L�P�P�H�O �V�D�Z �W�K�H �I�D�F�H �D�V �D �V�F�H�Q�H �Z�L�W�K 

moving features forming countless units of meaning. On such meaningful and 

�S�H�U�P�D�Q�H�Q�W�O�\ �P�R�Y�L�Q�J �V�X�U�I�D�F�H�� �W�K�H �U�H�V�W�O�H�V�V �S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O�L�W�\ �D�Q�G �H�P�R�W�L�R�Q�D�O �O�L�I�H �R�I 

�P�D�Q �Z�R�X�O�G �W�K�X�V �4�Q�G �W�K�H�L�U �S�U�L�Y�L�O�H�J�H�G �H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�� �
�R�Q�O�\ �W�K�H �I�D�F�H �E�H�F�R�P�H�V �W�K�H 

�J�H�R�P�H�W�U�L�F �O�R�F�X�V�� �D�V �L�W �Z�H�U�H�� �R�I �W�K�H �L�Q�Q�H�U �S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O�L�W�\�� �W�R �W�K�H �G�H�J�U�H�H �W�K�D�W �L�W �L�V 

�S�H�U�F�H�S�W�L�E�O�H�� �� �7�K�H �I�D�F�H�� �L�Q �I�D�F�W�� �D�F�F�R�P�S�O�L�V�K�H�V �P�R�U�H �F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�O�\ �W�K�D�Q �D�Q�\�W�K�L�Q�J 

else the task of creating a maximum change of total expression by a minimum 

change �R�I �G�H�W�D�L�O�� ���6�L�P�P�H�O �„�Œ�‰�ˆ�� �…�Š�Œ����

��	 �7�K�L�V �Z�D�V �D�W �W�K�H �H�[�S�H�Q�V�H �R�I �H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O�L�V�W �F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I �W�K�H �V�R�X�O�� �Z�K�L�F�K �I�D�Y�R�U�H�G �D �K�H�U-

meneutics of stable features and human phenotypes. �)�R�U �D �V�X�U�Y�H�\ �R�I �W�K�L�V ���V�L�J�Q�L�4�F�D�Q�W�� 

but not conclusive) reframing of the physiognomic debate during the nineteenth 

�F�H�Q�W�X�U�\�� �V�H�H �*�X�Q�Q�L�Q�J ���„�Œ�Œ�Š���� �)�R�U �D �J�R�R�G �R�Y�H�U�Y�L�H�Z �R�I �W�K�H �G�L�V�F�R�X�U�V�H �R�Q �S�K�\�V�L�R�J�Q�R�P�\ 

�E�H�I�R�U�H �W�K�H �Q�L�Q�H�W�H�H�Q�W�K �F�H�Q�W�X�U�\�� �L�Q �S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U �V�L�Q�F�H �W�K�H �5�H�Q�D�L�V�V�D�Q�F�H�� �V�H�H �0�D�J�O�L ���„�Œ�‹�Œ����



������ Pandemic Media

This modern fascination with the face as the revelatory space of the soul was 

not without an associated pursuit of technical means to reveal the face. Tom 

�*�X�Q�Q�L�Q�J �F�D�O�O�H�G �W�K�H �
�J�Q�R�V�W�L�F �P�L�V�V�L�R�Q �R�I �F�L�Q�H�P�D�� �L�W�V �
�S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O �I�R�U �X�Q�F�R�Y�H�U�L�Q�J 

�Y�L�V�X�D�O �N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���� �)�R�U �P�D�Q�\ �H�D�U�O�\ �4�O�P �W�K�H�R�U�L�V�W�V�� �V�X�F�K �D�V �%�H�O�D �%�D�O�£�]�V �D�Q�G �-�H�D�Q 

�(�S�V�W�H�L�Q�� �
�W�K�H �J�Q�R�V�W�L�F �S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O �R�I �W�K�H �F�L�Q�H�P�D �Z�D�V �H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\ �H�Y�L�G�H�Q�W �L�Q �W�K�H �F�R�Q-

junction of the cinematic device of the close-up and the subject of the human 

�I�D�F�H�� ���*�X�Q�Q�L�Q�J �„�Œ�Œ�Š�� �„���� �$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J �W�R �*�X�Q�Q�L�Q�J�� �R�Q�H �R�I �W�K�H �N�H�\ �L�P�S�X�O�V�H�V �L�Q �W�K�H 

nineteenth-century development of cinematic technologies was a multiple 

curiosity about the meanings of the face that propelled attempts to master 

�L�W�V �U�H�D�G�L�Q�J �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �W�K�H �F�O�D�V�V�L�4�F�D�W�L�R�Q �D�Q�G �D�U�F�K�L�Y�L�Q�J �R�I �L�W�V �V�L�J�Q�L�I�\�L�Q�J �P�R�Y�L�Q�J 

features. These attempts were carried out by scientists like Duchenne de 

�%�R�X�O�R�J�Q�H�� �&�K�D�U�O�H�V �'�D�U�Z�L�Q�� �-�H�D�Q���0�D�U�W�L�Q �&�K�D�U�F�R�W�� �D�Q�G �*�H�R�U�J�H�V �'�H�P�H�Q�Á�� �
�7�K�H 

desire to know the face in its most transitory and bizarre manifestations was 

�V�W�L�P�X�O�D�W�H�G �E�\ �W�K�H �X�V�H �R�I �S�K�R�W�R�J�U�D�S�K�\�� �E�X�W �W�K�D�W �G�H�V�L�U�H�� �L�Q �W�X�U�Q�� �D�O�V�R �V�W�L�P�X�O�D�W�H�G 

�W�K�H �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W �R�I �S�K�R�W�R�J�U�D�S�K�\ �L�W�V�H�O�I�� �V�S�X�U�U�L�Q�J �L�W �W�R �L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J �W�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O �P�D�V-

�W�H�U�\ �R�Y�H�U �W�L�P�H �D�Q�G �P�R�W�L�R�Q�� �S�U�R�G�G�L�Q�J �L�W �W�R�Z�D�U�G �W�K�H �D�F�W�X�D�O �L�Q�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q �R�I �P�R�W�L�R�Q 

�S�L�F�W�X�U�H�V�� ���*�X�Q�Q�L�Q�J �„�Œ�Œ�Š�� �…�ˆ���� �–�Q �W�K�H �H�D�U�O�\ �G�D�\�V �R�I �W�K�H �P�R�W�L�R�Q �S�L�F�W�X�U�H�� �F�O�R�V�H���X�S�V 

�R�•�H�U�H�G �W�K�H �V�S�H�F�W�D�F�O�H �R�I �P�D�J�Q�L�4�H�G �I�D�F�L�D�O �H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�V �Z�K�R�V�H �D�W�W�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q �G�H�U�L�Y�H�G 

�I�U�R�P �W�K�H�L�U �J�U�R�W�H�V�T�X�H�O�\ �U�H�Q�G�H�U�H�G �G�H�W�D�L�O�V�� �7�K�H �
�J�Q�R�V�W�L�F �L�P�S�X�O�V�H�� �I�R�U �I�D�F�L�D�O �U�H�Y�H-

lation thus fueled the market of technological curiosities and entertainment.

�:�L�W�K �Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H �F�L�Q�H�P�D�� �W�K�H �F�O�R�V�H���X�S �F�D�P�H �W�R �E�H �W�K�H�R�U�L�]�H�G �D�V �D �W�H�F�K�Q�L�T�X�H �W�R 

�J�L�Y�H �W�K�H �V�S�H�F�W�D�W�R�U �D �F�O�H�D�U �V�H�Q�V�H �R�I �W�K�H �P�R�R�G�V �D�Q�G �H�P�R�W�L�R�Q�V �G�R�P�L�Q�D�W�L�Q�J �4�O�P 

�F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�V�� �S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O�O�\ �L�Q�G�X�F�L�Q�J �H�P�S�D�W�K�H�W�L�F �D�W�W�L�W�X�G�H�V�� �)�R�U �D �4�O�P �W�K�H�R�U�L�V�W �O�L�N�H 

�%�D�O�£�]�V�� �D �I�R�U�P�H�U �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W �R�I �6�L�P�P�H�O �Z�K�R �G�H�I�H�Q�G�H�G �W�K�H �D�U�W �R�I �4�O�P�P�D�N�L�Q�J �R�Q 

the premise of the movie camera’s capacity to see more and better than the 

�K�X�P�D�Q �H�\�H�� �W�K�L�V �P�H�F�K�D�Q�L�F �S�R�Z�H�U �R�I �Y�L�V�L�R�Q �Z�D�V �W�U�X�O�\ �
�D�U�W�L�V�W�L�F�� �Z�K�H�Q �D�S�S�O�L�H�G �W�R 

unveil the human soul. Balázs argued that facial close-ups communicate the 

�S�V�\�F�K�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O �F�R�P�S�O�H�[�L�W�\ �R�I �F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�V �E�\ �F�O�H�D�U���F�X�W �Y�L�V�X�D�O �P�H�D�Q�V�� �L���H�� �E�\ �P�D�J-

nifying minimal changes in detail that denote total changes in expression. This 

made cinema an ostensibly richer and more authentic form of expression than 

the conventional linguistic signs.  �+�H �F�D�O�O�H�G �W�K�L�V �U�H�D�O�P �R�I �F�L�Q�H�P�D�W�L�F �V�L�J�Q�L�4�H�U�V 

�R�I �W�K�H �V�R�X�O�� �P�L�F�U�R���S�K�\�V�L�R�J�Q�R�P�\�� �D�Q�G �L�W�V �D�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q �L�Q �4�O�P �Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H�V�� �P�L�F�U�R��

�G�U�D�P�D�W�X�U�J�\ ���%�D�O�£�]�V �„�Œ�Š�Š���� �–�Q�V�S�L�U�H�G �E�\ �*�H�U�P�D�Q �F�O�D�V�V�L�F�D�O �L�G�H�D�O�L�V�W �D�H�V�W�K�H�W�L�F�V�� 

he went so far as to extend the idea of physiognomy to the whole universe 

�R�I �4�O�P�D�E�O�H �W�K�L�Q�J�V ���.�R�F�K �D�Q�G �+�D�Q�V�H�Q �„�Œ�‹�Š�� �–�D�P�S�R�O�V�N�L �…�ƒ�„�ƒ���� �D�Q�\ �F�L�Q�H�P�D�W�L�F 

matter was subject to assume a facial function as long as it was stylistically 

�H�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�H�G �W�R �W�D�N�H �R�Q �D �V�X�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H �V�L�J�Q�L�4�F�D�W�L�R�Q �R�Q �W�K�H �V�F�U�H�H�Q�� �$ �J�O�L�P�S�V�H �R�I �D 

�F�L�W�\�� �D �O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H�� �R�U �D�Q �R�E�M�H�F�W �P�D�\ �D�O�O �H�[�S�U�H�V�V �D �S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O�L�W�\ �R�U état d’âme. The 

close-up was the ideal technique to make these elements assume the expres -

sive power of the face: “Close-ups … yield a subjective image of the world and 

�V�X�F�F�H�H�G �� �L�Q �V�K�R�Z�L�Q�J �W�K�H �Z�R�U�O�G �D�V �F�R�O�R�U�H�G �E�\ �D �W�H�P�S�H�U�D�P�H�Q�W�� �D�V �L�O�O�X�P�L�Q�H�G �E�\ 

�D�Q �H�P�R�W�L�R�Q�� ���T�X�R�W�H�G �L�Q �.�R�F�K �D�Q�G �+�D�Q�V�H�Q �„�Œ�‹�Š�� �„�Š�ƒ���� 



������

Balázs’s theories testify to a reliance in the superior authenticity of the 

cinematic image in communicating subjective attributes. Faced with the close-

�X�S�� �W�K�H �V�S�H�F�W�D�W�R�U�V �D�U�H �S�O�X�Q�J�H�G�� �K�H �V�D�L�G�� �L�Q�W�R �D �S�X�U�H�O�\ �S�K�\�V�L�R�J�Q�R�P�L�F �G�L�P�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�� 

�W�K�H �Z�K�R�O�H �V�F�U�H�H�Q �E�H�L�Q�J �V�H�W �W�R �U�H�5�H�F�W �L�Q�Q�H�U �P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�V �D�Q�G �S�V�\�F�K�L�F �G�U�D�P�D�V�� 

He claimed that the close-up was an artistically designed situation of specta -

torial complicity with the characters’ mind states and personalities. The crucial 

thing about this technique was that it gives visual access to even the uncon -

scious truth of �4�O�P �F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�V�� �E�H�\�R�Q�G �D�Q�\ �U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O �
�P�D�N�H���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�� 

�W�\�S�L�F�D�O �R�I �E�R�X�U�J�H�R�L�V �W�K�H�D�W�H�U�� �&�O�R�V�H���X�S�V �R�I �K�X�P�D�Q �I�D�F�H�V�� �E�H�F�D�X�V�H �R�I �W�K�H�L�U 

�S�R�Z�H�U �R�I �V�X�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H �U�H�Y�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q �E�H�O�\�L�Q�J �D�Q�\ �U�R�O�H���S�O�D�\�L�Q�J �D�W�W�L�W�X�G�H�� �P�D�N�H �W�K�H �S�H�U-

sonalities of characters inseparable from those of the actors who play them: 

�
�7�K�H �4�O�P �D�F�W�R�U �L�V �W�K�H �V�R�O�H �F�U�H�D�W�R�U �R�I �K�L�V �4�J�X�U�H�V �>Gestalten�@�� �Z�K�L�F�K �L�V �Z�K�\ �K�L�V 

personality … means style and Weltanschauung. One sees in the appearance 

�R�I �W�K�H �K�X�P�D�Q �E�H�L�Q�J �K�R�Z �K�H �V�H�H�V �W�K�H �Z�R�U�O�G�� ���T�X�R�W�H�G �L�Q �$�X�P�R�Q�W�� �„�Œ�Œ�…�� �‹�‰����

�&�X�U�L�R�X�V�O�\�� �R�Q�H �R�I �W�K�H �P�R�V�W �L�Q�5�X�H�Q�W�L�D�O �Z�R�U�N�V �R�Q �W�K�H �P�R�G�H�U�Q �
�L�Q�W�L�P�D�W�H �V�R�F�L�H�W�\���� 

Richard Sennett’s The Fall of Public Man�� �D�O�V�R �V�S�H�D�N�V �D�E�R�X�W �D �G�H�P�L�V�H �R�I �U�R�O�H��

�S�O�D�\�L�Q�J �L�Q �I�D�Y�R�U �R�I �D �
�P�R�U�H �D�X�W�K�H�Q�W�L�F�� �P�R�G�H �R�I �L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O �S�X�E�O�L�F �H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�� 

�$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J �W�R �6�H�Q�Q�H�W�W�� �S�X�E�O�L�F �H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q �L�V �Q�R�Z�D�G�D�\�V �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�G �D�V �D�Q �L�G�L�R-

�V�\�Q�F�U�D�W�L�F �D�Q�G �V�S�R�Q�W�D�Q�H�R�X�V �P�D�Q�L�I�H�V�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D �G�L�U�H�F�W �U�H�5�H�F�W�L�R�Q �R�I �L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O 

�S�V�\�F�K�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O �L�P�S�X�O�V�H�V�� �7�K�H �H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q �R�I �I�H�H�O�L�Q�J�V�� �I�R�U �L�Q�V�W�D�Q�F�H�� �Q�R �O�R�Q�J�H�U 

�U�H�5�H�F�W�V �L�P�S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O �S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q �P�R�G�H�O�V�� �L�W �L�V �Q�R �O�R�Q�J�H�U �G�H�U�L�Y�H�G �I�U�R�P �F�R�Q-

�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�D�O �P�R�U�S�K�R�O�R�J�L�H�V �D�Q�G �V�L�J�Q�L�4�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V �F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�L�V�W�L�F �R�I �W�K�H �
�S�X�E�O�L�F �O�L�I�H�� 

which individuals learn to believe in and play with: “Expression in the public 

�Z�R�U�O�G �Z�D�V �>�R�Q�F�H�@ �S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �I�H�H�O�L�Q�J �V�W�D�W�H�V �D�Q�G �W�R�Q�H�V �Z�L�W�K �D �P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J 

�R�I �W�K�H�L�U �R�Z�Q �Q�R �P�D�W�W�H�U �Z�K�R �Z�D�V �P�D�N�L�Q�J �W�K�H �S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� �U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q 

of feeling states in the intimate society makes the substance of an emotion 

�G�H�S�H�Q�G �R�Q �Z�K�R �L�V �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�L�Q�J �L�W�� ���6�H�Q�Q�H�W�W �…�ƒ�ƒ�…�� �†�„�‡���� �–�Q�V�R�I�D�U �D�V �D�Q�\ �S�X�E�O�L�F 

�D�F�W�L�R�Q �L�V �Q�R�Z �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�G �D�V �D �G�L�U�H�F�W �U�H�5�H�F�W�L�R�Q �R�I �V�L�Q�J�X�O�D�U �S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O�L�W�L�H�V�� 

�W�K�H �S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H �R�I �
�U�R�O�H���S�O�D�\�L�Q�J�� �L�V �U�H�S�O�D�F�H�G �E�\ �D �S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�L�Q�J �W�K�H �S�X�E�O�L�F 

�O�L�I�H �W�K�D�W �6�H�Q�Q�H�W�W �F�D�O�O�V �
�Q�D�U�F�L�V�V�L�V�W�L�F���� �$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J �W�R �W�K�H �O�D�W�W�H�U�� �E�R�W�K �V�R�F�L�D�O �D�Q�G 

material relations that an individual can have all bear a substantially deter -

�P�L�Q�H�G �U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H �V�H�O�I�� �W�K�H �V�H�O�I �L�V �S�H�U�P�D�Q�H�Q�W�O�\ �O�R�R�N�L�Q�J �I�R�U �L�W�V 

�U�H�5�H�F�W�L�R�Q �L�Q �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�� �:�U�L�W�L�Q�J �L�Q �W�K�H �„�Œ�Š�ƒ�V �D�Q�G �W�D�N�L�Q�J �Z�K�L�W�H���F�R�O�O�D�U �Z�R�U�N�H�U�V 

�D�V �D �N�H�\ �H�[�D�P�S�O�H�� �6�H�Q�Q�H�W�W �S�R�U�W�U�D�\�V �P�R�G�H�U�Q�L�W�\ �D�V �W�K�H �W�L�P�H �Z�K�H�Q �W�K�H �T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q 

�R�I �S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O �L�G�H�Q�W�L�W�\ �K�D�V �S�H�U�Y�D�G�H�G �D�O�O �P�R�G�H�V �R�I �D�F�W�L�R�Q�� �H�[�W�L�Q�J�X�L�V�K�L�Q�J �U�R�O�H��

playing as an attitude that preserves a gap between forms of expression and 

�W�K�H �V�H�O�I�� �0�R�G�H�U�Q �Q�D�U�F�L�V�V�L�V�W�V�� �K�H �F�O�D�L�P�V�� �
�W�U�H�D�W �V�R�F�L�D�O �V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q�V �D�V �P�L�U�U�R�U�V �R�I 

�V�H�O�I�� �D�Q�G �D�U�H �G�H�5�H�F�W�H�G �I�U�R�P �H�[�D�P�L�Q�L�Q�J �W�K�H�P �D�V �I�R�U�P�V �Z�K�L�F�K �K�D�Y�H �D �Q�R�Q��

�S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O�L�W�\ �P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�� ���†�…�Š���� �–�Q�V�W�L�O�O�H�G �E�\ �P�R�G�H�U�Q �L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�V �W�K�D�W �
�P�R�E�L�O�L�]�H 



������ Pandemic Media

�Q�D�U�F�L�V�V�L�V�P�� ���†�…�Š���� �W�K�H�\ �V�H�H �D�O�O �S�X�E�O�L�F �D�W�W�L�W�X�G�H�V �D�V �V�H�O�I���U�H�Y�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�V �H�[�S�U�H�V-

�V�L�R�Q�V �R�I �W�K�H�L�U �V�L�Q�J�X�O�D�U �S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O�L�W�\�� �S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O �H�W�K�L�F�V �D�Q�G �P�R�W�L�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�V��2

�7�K�H �
�P�R�E�L�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �Q�D�U�F�L�V�V�L�V�P�� �W�\�S�L�F�D�O �R�I �P�R�G�H�U�Q �L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�V�� �D�Q�G �W�K�H 

�
�J�Q�R�V�W�L�F �L�P�S�X�O�V�H�� �R�I �F�L�Q�H�P�D �W�R �U�H�Y�H�D�O �W�K�H �I�D�F�H�� �K�D�Y�H �J�R�R�G �U�H�D�V�R�Q �W�R �4�Q�G �D 

privileged articulation in the current practices of self-branding at work. As 

practices designed to tie self-identities to personal potential for contribution 

�W�R �E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V �D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�V�� �W�K�H�\ �U�H�T�X�H�V�W �L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V �W�R �F�R�Q�V�W�D�Q�W�O�\ �R�E�V�H�U�Y�H 

the judgment of others in order to assess personal �4�W�Q�H�V�V. In terms of rules 

�I�R�U �S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O �V�X�F�F�H�V�V�� �V�H�O�I���E�U�D�Q�G�L�Q�J �G�R�H�V�Q���W �L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H �W�K�H �D�G�D�S�W�D�W�L�R�Q �W�R �L�P�S�H�U-

�V�R�Q�D�O �P�R�G�H�O�V �R�I �J�R�R�G �Z�R�U�N �S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H�� �5�D�W�K�H�U�� �L�W �U�H�T�X�L�U�H�V �D�Q �R�Q�J�R�L�Q�J 

�V�H�O�I���U�H�Y�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q �D�W�W�L�W�X�G�H���U�H�Y�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �R�Q�H���V �F�U�H�D�W�L�Y�H�� �F�K�D�U�L�V�P�D�W�L�F�� �P�R�W�L�Y�D�W�H�G�� 

�U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�O�H�� �H�W�F�� �S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O�L�W�\�� �2�Q �W�K�H �R�W�K�H�U �K�D�Q�G�� �L�W���V �D �S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H �R�I �P�R�Q�L�W�R�U�L�Q�J 

�W�K�H �U�H�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q �R�I �
�V�H�O�I�� �E�\ �R�W�K�H�U�V ���+�H�D�U�Q �…�ƒ�ƒ�‹���� �–�I �V�X�F�K �S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V �L�Q�F�L�W�H �Q�D�U�F�L�V-

�V�L�V�W�L�F �F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�� �L�W���V �E�H�F�D�X�V�H �W�K�H�\ �H�U�D�V�H �W�K�H �E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�L�H�V �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �R�Q�H���V �S�X�E�O�L�F 

�H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q �D�Q�G �W�K�H �D�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W �R�I �R�Q�H���V �L�Q�Q�D�W�H �D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V�� �F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U �V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�V�� 

and other self-related attributes. Both from the point of view of self-exhibition 

and from the point of view of the inspection of impressions caused by the 

�V�H�O�I�� �V�H�O�I���E�U�D�Q�G�L�Q�J �S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V �U�H�T�X�L�U�H �D �Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N �R�I �V�L�J�Q�V �P�R�U�H �D�F�F�X�U�D�W�H �D�Q�G 

�P�R�U�H �
�D�X�W�K�H�Q�W�L�F�� �W�K�D�Q �Y�H�U�E�D�O �V�L�J�Q�V�� �)�R�U �W�K�H�V�H �W�R�R �D�U�H �4�O�W�H�U�H�G �E�\ �F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�D�O 

courtesy and decorum. It calls for a sign system that is able to communicate 

�W�K�H �V�X�E�W�O�H �W�U�X�W�K �R�I �L�Q�Q�H�U �G�U�L�Y�H�V �D�Q�G �S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O �L�P�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�V�� �W�R �S�U�R�Y�L�G�H �D �P�R�U�H 

faithful picture of singular personalities and judgmental thoughts. The fact 

�W�K�D�W �W�K�H �F�L�Q�H�P�D�W�L�F �F�O�R�V�H���X�S�� �Z�L�W�K �L�W�V �S�U�R�P�L�V�H �W�R �W�U�D�Q�V�I�R�U�P �W�K�H �V�F�U�H�H�Q �L�Q�W�R 

�D �V�S�D�F�H �R�I �S�X�U�H �V�X�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H �U�H�Y�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� �L�V �Q�R�Z �V�X�E�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�Q�J �L�Q�W�H�U�S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O 

relations at work—this should therefore come as no big surprise. It provides 

�V�H�O�I���E�U�D�Q�G�H�U�V �Z�L�W�K �J�U�H�D�W�H�U �F�R�Q�W�U�R�O �R�Y�H�U �W�K�H�L�U �S�R�Z�H�U�V �R�I �S�H�U�V�X�D�V�L�R�Q�� �D�V �Z�H�O�O �D�V 

greater visual accuracy in detecting meaningful expressions in their critical 

appraisers—they can thus become aware of the minute motives that trigger 

this expanded range of judgmental expressions.

Communicational apparatuses operating through facial close-ups and 

enabling inconspicuous stares do nothing but enhance the same phys -

iognomic practices they capitalize on in the contemporary workplace. By 

�H�[�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J �E�R�G�L�H�V �D�Q�G �W�K�H �H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W �I�U�R�P �W�K�H �V�F�R�S�H �R�I �D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�� �W�K�H�\ 

intensify processes of facial scrutiny. They homogenize a scale of perception 

�W�K�D�W �F�D�Q �R�Q�O�\ �E�H �H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G �F�L�U�F�X�P�V�S�H�F�W�O�\ �D�Q�G �4�W�I�X�O�O�\ �L�Q �R�U�G�L�Q�D�U�\ �O�L�Y�H �L�Q�W�H�U-

�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �+�H�Q�F�H�� �W�K�H�\ �V�L�W�X�D�W�H �J�U�R�X�S�V �R�I �F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�R�U�V �L�Q �V�S�D�F�H�V �R�I �P�R�U�H �U�L�J�L�G 

interfacial symbiosis. By setting aside signs that don’t have a revelatory 

�I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q �R�I �W�K�H �V�H�O�Y�H�V�� �W�K�H�\ �F�R�P�S�H�O �U�H�F�L�S�U�R�F�D�O �X�Q�L�Q�W�H�U�U�X�S�W�H�G �U�H�D�G�L�Q�J�V �R�I 

�L�Q�W�L�P�D�F�\�� �7�K�X�V�� �W�K�H�\ �W�U�D�Q�V�I�R�U�P �V�S�D�F�H�V �R�I �K�X�P�D�Q �L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q �L�Q�W�R �V�S�D�F�H�V �R�I 

�S�X�U�H �S�V�\�F�K�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O �U�H�V�R�Q�D�Q�F�H�� �$�W �W�K�H �V�D�P�H �W�L�P�H�� �W�K�H�\ �V�X�E�M�H�F�W �L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O 

��	 �%�R�U�L�V �*�U�R�\�V ���…�ƒ�„�ƒ�� �K�D�V �U�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\ �R�•�H�U�H�G �D�Q �L�Q�V�L�J�K�W �R�Q �W�K�H �P�R�G�H�U�Q �D�H�V�W�K�H�W�L�F�V �R�I �W�K�H �V�R�X�O 

�F�O�R�V�H �W�R �6�H�Q�Q�H�W�W���V �L�G�H�D�V �L�Q �K�L�V �L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�L�Q�J �H�V�V�D�\ �R�Q �W�K�H �
�R�E�O�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �V�H�O�I���G�H�V�L�J�Q����



������

faces to a stricter and more meticulous responsiveness within micro-

dramatic collective scenes. They sharpen and intensify meaningful corre -

lations between faces. They cause faces to respond to each other in a more 

�Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\�� �X�U�J�H�Q�W�� �D�W�R�P�L�F �Z�D�\�� �E�H�F�D�X�V�H �R�I �W�K�H �S�U�R�[�L�P�L�W�\ �R�I �W�K�H�L�U �U�H�F�L�S�U�R�F�D�O 

�I�U�R�Q�W�D�O �H�[�S�R�V�X�U�H�� �7�K�H�L�U �H�•�H�F�W �L�V �W�R �H�Q�V�X�U�H �W�K�H �G�X�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �R�]�F�L�D�O �H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H�V 

complete with intense exercises of facial interpretation and dramaturgy. In 

�W�K�L�V �Z�D�\�� �W�K�H�\ �F�R�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W �W�K�H �U�H�J�X�O�D�W�R�U�\ �I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q �R�I �Y�H�U�E�D�O �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q 

�E�\ �V�H�F�X�U�L�Q�J �D�Q �H�]�F�L�H�Q�W�� �E�X�W �X�Q�G�H�F�O�D�U�H�G ���D�Q�G �W�K�X�V �V�H�F�R�Q�G�D�U�\�� �O�H�Y�H�O �R�I 

communication.

�–�Q �V�X�F�K �V�S�D�F�H�V �Z�K�H�U�H �W�K�H �J�D�]�H �F�D�Q �R�Q�O�\ �E�H �L�Q�W�H�U�I�D�F�L�D�O���� being able to look at 

one’s own face among others is of prime importance. Videoconferencing 

mirror images link the presentation of self at work with the aesthetics of 

�V�R�F�L�D�O �Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N�V�� �Z�K�H�U�H �V�H�O�I���E�U�D�Q�G�L�Q�J �S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V �D�U�H �Z�H�O�O �H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G�� �7�K�H�\ 

�F�R�Q�V�H�T�X�H�Q�W�O�\ �H�[�W�H�Q�G �W�R �W�K�H �G�D�L�O�\ �S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �V�H�O�I�� �R�Q�H���V �Y�L�H�Z �R�I �R�Q�H���V �R�Z�Q 

self as an aesthetic object. The gesture that the mirror image provokes is 

�L�Q�H�Y�L�W�D�E�O�\ �W�K�D�W �R�I �H�[�D�P�L�Q�L�Q�J �W�K�H �R�X�W�Z�D�U�G �D�S�S�H�D�U�D�Q�F�H �R�I �V�H�O�I �D�Q�G �L�W�V �P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�� 

�I�R�U �Y�H�U�L�4�F�D�W�L�R�Q �W�K�D�W �L�W �D�F�W�X�D�O�O�\ �V�L�J�Q�L�4�H�V �Z�K�D�W �L�W �L�V �V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G �W�R �V�L�J�Q�L�I�\���W�K�D�W 

its forms are in conformity  with the circumstances. Such gestures attest that 

if video communication apparatuses prove useful as substitutes for the con -

�W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�\ �Z�R�U�N�S�O�D�F�H�� �W�K�L�V �L�V �Q�R�W �V�L�P�S�O�\ �E�H�F�D�X�V�H �W�K�H�\ �V�X�S�S�R�U�W �H�]�F�L�H�Q�W �4�U�V�W 

�O�H�Y�H�O �W�H�D�P �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �E�X�W �D�O�V�R �E�H�F�D�X�V�H �W�K�H�\ �V�X�S�S�R�U�W �S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�V �R�I facial 

production �� �7�K�H�\ �D�U�H �H�]�F�L�H�Q�W faciality machines ���'�H�O�H�X�]�H �D�Q�G �*�X�D�W�W�D�U�L �„�Œ�‹�Š���� 

they multiply opportunities to create and address meaningful surfaces of 

�V�H�O�I �W�R �R�W�K�H�U�V�� �&�O�R�V�H���X�S �P�L�U�U�R�U �L�P�D�J�H�V �P�D�N�H �I�D�F�H�V �S�U�R�O�L�I�H�U�D�W�H�� �H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H �L�V 

�J�L�Y�H�Q �W�K�H �F�K�D�Q�F�H �W�R �F�R�Q�W�U�R�O �V�X�E�W�O�H �V�L�J�Q�V �H�P�D�Q�D�W�L�Q�J �I�U�R�P �W�K�H �V�H�O�I�� �Z�K�L�F�K �D�L�P 

to persuade and constrain others to take into account messages that are 

�Q�H�Y�H�U �H�[�S�O�L�F�L�W �H�Q�R�X�J�K �W�R �E�H �V�W�D�W�H�G�� �D�Q�G �Q�H�Y�H�U �K�L�G�G�H�Q �H�Q�R�X�J�K �W�R �G�L�V�F�R�X�Q�W 

�W�K�H�L�U �H�•�H�F�W�V�� �7�K�H �V�S�D�F�H �F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H�G �E�\ �W�K�H �F�O�R�V�H���X�S�V �L�V �W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H �D �V�S�D�F�H �R�I 

�L�Q�W�H�Q�V�L�4�H�G �L�Q�W�H�U���H�[�F�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� �Z�L�W�K �P�X�O�W�L�S�O�H �V�H�P�L�R�W�L�F �D�J�H�Q�W�V �R�I �L�Q�W�H�U�S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O 

stress. 

But it ’s not just about the human head’s face. All the elements within the 

�L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O �L�P�D�J�H �I�U�D�P�H�V �L�Q �Y�L�G�H�R�F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�L�Q�J �D�F�W �D�V �I�D�F�H�V�� �L���H�� �W�K�H�\ �J�L�Y�H �U�L�V�H �W�R 

a view of the inner attributes and subjective states of their characters. In the 

�F�R�Q�W�H�[�W �R�I �W�K�H �K�R�P�H �R�]�F�H�� �F�R�P�S�R�V�L�Q�J �R�Q�H���V �Y�L�G�H�R �E�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G �D�Q�G �F�K�R�R�V�L�Q�J 

�W�K�H �R�E�M�H�F�W�V �O�L�N�H�O�\ �W�R �H�Q�W�H�U �W�K�H �I�U�D�P�H �U�H�T�X�L�U�H�V �U�H�5�H�F�W�L�R�Q �R�Q �W�K�H �V�L�J�Q�L�4�F�D�W�L�R�Q �R�Q�H 

wants to see attributed to one’s personality and psychological traits. All visual 

and sound forms become signs of inner features. �$�W �W�K�L�V �O�H�Y�H�O�� �W�K�H �S�U�R�E�O�H�P 

�R�I �Z�K�H�W�K�H�U �R�U �Q�R�W �W�K�H�V�H �L�P�D�J�H�V �D�U�H �
�F�O�R�V�H���X�S�V�� �L�V �L�Q �Q�R �Z�D�\ �D �P�D�W�W�H�U �R�I 

�P�H�D�V�X�U�L�Q�J �
�V�K�R�W �V�L�]�H�V�� �R�I �W�K�H �K�X�P�D�Q �E�R�G�\�� �–�W���V �W�K�H �I�D�F�W �W�K�D�W �W�K�H�\ �D�U�H integrally 

�F�R�Q�F�H�L�Y�H�G �D�V �V�L�J�Q�L�I�\�L�Q�J �V�X�U�I�D�F�H�V �R�I �V�H�O�Y�H�V�� �D�Q�G �W�K�H�\ �H�Q�G�R�Z �W�K�H�L�U �4�J�X�U�H�V ���H�Y�H�Q 

��	 �)�R�U �D�Q �R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O �W�K�H�R�U�\ �R�I �W�K�H �L�Q�W�H�U�I�D�F�L�D�O �J�D�]�H �D�V �D �J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�Y�H �I�R�U�F�H �4�H�O�G �R�I �W�K�H �V�H�O�I�� �V�H�H 

�6�O�R�W�H�U�G�L�M�N ���…�ƒ�„�„����



������ Pandemic Media

�W�K�H�L�U �E�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G �G�H�W�D�L�O�V�� �Z�L�W�K �D �S�K�\�V�L�R�J�Q�R�P�L�F �I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�� �Z�K�L�F�K �O�L�Q�N�V �W�K�H�P �W�R �D 

historical practice of the close-up.  The cinematic close-up—the embodiment 

of an ideal of expression of the soul since the nineteenth century—after its 

�G�U�L�I�W�V �L�Q �W�K�H �P�D�U�N�H�W �R�I �D�W�W�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V �D�Q�G �4�O�P �Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H�V�� �D�V�V�X�P�H�V �W�K�H�Q �D �W�H�O�H-

�S�D�W�K�L�F �I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q �L�Q �W�K�H �Z�R�U�O�G �R�I �O�D�E�R�U�� �Z�K�H�U�H �L�W�V �Q�H�Z �F�R�Q�4�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V �E�H�F�R�P�H �W�K�H 

default setting for the public staging of self.

�–�Q �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �W�L�P�H�V�� �F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V �K�D�Y�H �E�H�H�Q �P�D�V�V�L�Y�H�O�\ �W�H�V�W�L�Q�J �Q�H�Z �I�R�U�P�V �R�I 

social interaction that don’t fail to strengthen their organizational networks 

of physiognomic injunctions. Communication networks built on physiognomic 

�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H �P�D�Q�L�I�H�V�W �D �G�L�V�F�L�S�O�L�Q�D�U�\ �S�R�Z�H�U �X�Q�O�L�N�H �W�K�D�W �R�I �V�S�H�F�L�D�O�L�]�H�G ���V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�4�F�� 

knowledge applied to bodies at work. They operate as opportunities of 

putting into practice a widespread hermeneutics that generates the voluntary 

normalization of productive behavior. One can always gauge the success or 

�I�D�L�O�X�U�H �R�I �Y�L�G�H�R�F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�L�Q�J �D�S�S�D�U�D�W�X�V�H�V �W�R �U�H�S�O�D�F�H �O�L�Y�H �Z�R�U�N �L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �L�Q 
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the workplace are the result of a situation of production where the body has 

been made disposable—accompanied by a demand for greater visibility of 

faces. They’re the ideal(istic) alternative for the production of a self-disciplined 

subject immersed in a physiognomic dimension.
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What are you up to? Hello? Hello? Babe? I am close to you. If I’m just wasting 
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�:�K�D�W�V�$�S�S���� �D�O�V�R �W�K�H �Q�D�P�H �R�I �W�K�H �D�S�S 
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�L�Q �H�Q�M�R�\�P�H�Q�W�� �W�K�H �F�H�Q�W�U�D�O �D�U�J�X�P�H�Q�W �R�I �W�K�L�V �H�V�V�D�\�� �
�– �Z�D�Q�W �\�R�X �W�R �V�S�H�D�N �W�R �P�H���� 
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�Z�K�H�Q �– �W�K�L�Q�N �R�I �L�W�� �D�O�V�R �Z�K�H�Q �– �F�D�Q�� �– �R�I�W�H�Q �W�X�U�Q �Q�R�W �W�R �S�R�U�Q�R�J�U�D�S�K�\ �W�R �P�D�V-

�W�X�U�E�D�W�H�� �D�Q�G �Q�R�W �H�Y�H�Q �W�R �W�K�H �S�K�R�W�R�J�U�D�S�K�V �W�K�H�V�H �R�I�W�H�Q �J�R�R�G���O�R�R�N�L�Q�J �V�W�U�D�Q�J�H�U�V 

�V�H�Q�G �P�H�� �E�X�W �W�R �W�K�H �V�H�Q�W�H�Q�F�H�V �W�K�H�\ �Z�U�R�W�H �P�H�� 

�– �V�F�U�R�O�O �E�D�F�N �R�Q �:�K�D�W�V�$�S�S �W�R �4�Q�G �S�O�D�F�H�V �Z�K�H�U�H�� �I�R�U �L�Q�V�W�D�Q�F�H�� �D �0�D�W�W�K�H�Z �I�U�R�P 
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�+�R�S�H �\�R�X �K�D�Y�H �D 

�Q�L�F�H �V�O�H�H�S �S�U�L�Q�F�H�V�V�� �Z�L�V�K �– �Z�R�N�H �X�S �Q�H�[�W �W�R �P�\ �D�Q�J�H�O���� �– �]�H�U�R �L�Q �R�Q �
�S�U�L�Q�F�H�V�V���� 

�– �]�H�U�R �L�Q �R�Q �
�D�Q�J�H�O���� �H�Y�H�Q �L�P�D�J�L�Q�L�Q�J �D �
�O�L�W�W�O�H�� �S�U�H�F�H�G�L�Q�J �H�D�F�K �Q�R�X�Q �W�R �P�D�N�H �P�\ 

�F�R�P�L�Q�J �L�Q�H�Y�L�W�D�E�O�H�� �– �U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U �K�L�V �I�D�F�H�� �E�X�W �W�K�H �O�D�V�W �W�K�L�Q�J �– �Z�D�Q�W �W�R �G�R �E�H�I�R�U�H 

coming is read his words. 
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�\�R�X�Q�J �P�D�Q �L�Q �D �E�O�X�H �K�R�R�G�L�H �Z�L�W�K �D �V�K�D�Y�H�G �K�H�D�G �D�Q�G �D �G�L�V�D�•�H�F�W�H�G �H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�� 

�+�H �L�V �P�D�G�H �
�V�F�D�O�O�\�� �E�\ �W�K�H �Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J �R�Q �W�R�S �R�I �W�K�H �L�P�D�J�H�� �Z�K�L�F�K �S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V �K�L�V �V�X�S-

�S�R�V�H�G �D�J�H�� �„�Œ�� �D�Q�G �K�L�V �V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G �Q�D�P�H�� �
�0�D�V�R�Q �F�X�P�V �V�R �P�X�F�K �D�Q�G �K�L�V �V�S�X�Q�N 

�L�V �V�R �S�R�W�H�Q�W �W�K�D�W �K�H���V �P�D�G�H �H�Y�H�U�\ �J�L�U�O �K�H���V �H�Y�H�U �V�O�H�S�W �Z�L�W�K �S�U�H�J�Q�D�Q�W���‰ �N�L�G�V �D�Q�G 

�F�R�X�Q�W�L�Q�J����

Words will be there to make claims about the body that the body itself cannot. 

�7�K�H�\ �S�L�F�N �X�S �Z�K�H�U�H �W�K�H �E�R�G�\ �O�H�D�Y�H�V �R�•�� �2�U �L�V �L�W �W�K�H �R�W�K�H�U �Z�D�\ �D�U�R�X�Q�G�" �–�Q �D�Q�\ 

�F�D�V�H�� �Z�L�W�K�R�X�W �W�K�H �V�L�J�Q�L�4�H�U �W�K�H�U�H �L�V �Q�R�W �H�Y�H�Q �D �Z�D�\ �R�I �D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�L�Q�J �W�K�H �E�R�G�\��

Scrolling through my Finstagram �� �Z�K�H�U�H �– �I�R�O�O�R�Z �P�D�Q�\ �0�0�$ �4�J�K�W�H�U�V �I�U�R�P 

�8�N�U�D�L�Q�H�� �H�Y�H�Q �W�K�R�X�J�K�� �R�U �S�U�H�F�L�V�H�O�\ �E�H�F�D�X�V�H�� �– �F�D�Q���W �U�H�D�G �W�K�H�L�U �D�O�S�K�D�E�H�W�� �R�Q�H 

�R�I �W�K�H�P �S�R�V�W�V �D �S�L�F�W�X�U�H �R�I �D �W�D�W�W�R�R �K�H �L�V �J�H�W�W�L�Q�J �D�F�U�R�V�V �K�L�V �F�K�H�V�W�� �7�K�H�U�H �L�W �L�V�� 

�Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q �R�Q �W�K�H �E�R�G�\ �D�V �D�Q�\�W�K�L�Q�J �H�Y�H�U �Z�D�V�� �D�V�W�R�Q�L�V�K�L�Q�J�O�\ �F�R�Q�F�L�V�H�� �W�R�R�� 

�
�–���Y�H �E�H�H�Q �K�R�O�G�L�Q�J �E�D�F�N �W�H�D�U�V���� �V�D�\�V �W�K�H �W�D�W�W�R�R�� �L�Q �S�O�D�L�Q �R�O�G �(�Q�J�O�L�V�K��

Someone responds to an ad I post on the French site Annonces-Travesti. After 

�W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F�� �P�\ �S�O�D�Q�V �W�R �V�S�H�Q�G �W�K�H �V�X�P�P�H�U �L�Q �3�D�U�L�V �K�D�Y�H �E�H�H�Q �V�F�U�D�S�S�H�G�� 

but not my eagerness to see what French men have to say. This guy sends 

�P�H �V�H�Y�H�U�D�O �W�H�[�W�V �F�O�D�L�P�L�Q�J �W�R �Z�D�Q�W �W�R �E�H �P�\ �E�R�\�I�U�L�H�Q�G�� �
�W�R �Z�D�O�N �K�D�Q�G �L�Q �K�D�Q�G�� 

�D�G�P�L�U�L�Q�J �W�K�H �V�X�Q �J�R�L�Q�J �G�R�Z�Q���� �+�L�V �G�H�V�F�U�L�S�W�L�R�Q �L�V �V�R �Y�L�Y�L�G �– �D�O�P�R�V�W �F�R�P�H �H�Y�H�Q �L�I 



������

I am yet to know what he looks like. It seems I am not alone. “The more I write 

�W�R �\�R�X�� �W�K�H �P�R�U�H �P�\ �G�H�V�L�U�H �L�V �R�Q�O�\ �R�Q�H���W�R �V�H�H �\�R�X���� �K�H �Z�U�L�W�H�V��

�6�R�P�H�R�Q�H �H�O�V�H �R�Q �)�D�E�V�Z�L�Q�J�H�U�V �U�H�D�G�V �P�\ �S�U�R�4�O�H�� �Z�K�L�F�K �V�W�D�W�H�V �Z�K�H�U�H �– �D�P �I�U�R�P�� 

�R�U �Z�K�H�U�H �– �F�O�D�L�P �W�R �E�H �I�U�R�P�� �D�Q�G �Z�U�L�W�H�V �Q�R�W �W�R �D�V�N �I�R�U �P�R�U�H �Q�X�G�H�V �E�X�W �W�R �P�D�N�H 

�D�Q �D�F�R�X�V�W�L�F �U�H�T�X�H�V�W�� �
�6�H�[�\ �Z�R�X�O�G �O�R�Y�H �W�R �K�H�D�U �W�K�D�W �D�F�F�H�Q�W����

�0�D�W�W�K�H�Z �I�U�R�P �%�L�U�P�L�Q�J�K�D�P�� �Z�K�R �Z�D�Q�W�V �W�R �P�D�U�U�\ �P�H �D�I�W�H�U �O�R�F�N�G�R�Z�Q �D�Q�G �Z�L�O�O 

�D�O�O�R�Z �P�H �W�R �U�H�D�G �D�O�O �K�L�V �W�H�[�W �P�H�V�V�D�J�H�V �Z�K�H�Q �Z�H �D�U�H �P�D�U�U�L�H�G�� �
�R�X�W �R�I �U�H�V�S�H�F�W 

�I�R�U �P�\ �Z�L�I�H���� �G�L�V�D�S�S�H�D�U�V �I�R�U �D �I�H�Z �G�D�\�V�� �:�K�H�Q �0�D�W�W�K�H�Z �U�H�V�X�U�I�D�F�H�V�� �K�H 

apologizes. He is at risk of being furloughed and was swamped with work. I 

�T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q �Z�K�H�W�K�H�U �K�H �L�V �V�H�U�L�R�X�V�� �+�H �Z�U�L�W�H�V�� �
�+�R�Z �F�D�Q �– �V�D�\ �Z�K�D�W �–���Y�H �V�D�L�G �D�Q�G 

�Q�R�W �E�H �V�H�U�L�R�X�V�"��

�$ �P�D�U�U�L�H�G �‡�‹���\�H�D�U���R�O�G �I�U�R�P �*�U�L�Q�G�U �V�D�\�V �K�H �X�V�H�G �F�R�Q�G�R�P�V �
�S�U�H���F�R�U�R�Q�D���� �E�X�W 

�W�K�D�W �K�H �L�V �
�E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J �W�R �W�K�L�Q�N �O�L�I�H���V �W�R�R �V�K�R�U�W �W�R �S�D�V�V �R�Q �U�H�D�O �S�O�H�D�V�X�U�H���� �+�H �W�K�H�Q 

�W�H�O�O�V �P�H �K�H �Q�H�H�G�V �D �P�L�V�W�U�H�V�V�� �
�D �U�H�D�O �O�D�G�\���� �V�R�P�H�R�Q�H �Z�K�R �F�D�Q �J�L�Y�H �K�L�P �Z�K�D�W �K�L�V 

�Z�L�I�H �F�D�Q���W�� �
�&�D�U�H �D�Q�G �U�H�V�S�H�F�W �R�•�H�U�H�G �L�Q �H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H �I�R�U �I�D�Q�W�D�V�\ �I�X�O�4�O�O�P�H�Q�W���� 

It is quite striking how I have so quickly managed to adapt my urge for copious 

sex with strangers to the constraints posed by the pandemic. Like the man 

�I�U�R�P �$�Q�Q�R�Q�F�H�V���7�U�D�Y�H�V�W�L�� �W�K�H �P�R�U�H �– �Z�U�L�W�H �W�K�H �P�R�U�H �– �Z�D�Q�W �W�R �V�H�H �W�K�H�P�� �%�X�W 

�W�K�H�Q �– �G�R�Q���W�� �–�Q �F�O�L�Q�J�L�Q�J �R�Q �W�R �W�K�H �H�]�F�L�H�Q�F�\ �R�I �W�K�H�L�U �Z�R�U�G�V�� �V�R �F�R�P�S�H�W�H�Q�W �Z�K�H�Q 

�F�R�P�S�D�U�H�G �W�R �W�K�H �P�H�Q���V �V�H�[�X�D�O �D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V�� �– �4�Q�G �S�O�H�D�V�X�U�H �Z�K�H�U�H �– �H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G �W�R �4�Q�G 

�V�X�•�H�U�L�Q�J�� �7�K�H�U�H �L�V�� �D�W �O�D�V�W�� �V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J �W�K�H�U�H �Z�K�H�U�H �W�K�H�U�H �Z�D�V �V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G �W�R �E�H 

�Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J�� �–�V �W�K�D�W �Q�R�W �D�W �W�K�H �F�R�U�H �R�I �W�K�H�L�U �Z�D�Q�W�L�Q�J �W�R �V�H�H�� �R�U �Z�U�L�W�H �W�R�� �D �F�U�R�V�V-

�G�U�H�V�V�H�U �L�Q �W�K�H �4�U�V�W �S�O�D�F�H�"

I digress. The real question here is where the psychic labor devoted to 

symptoms that we judge to be fundamental to our everyday lives go when 

a crisis muzzles them. What do queer cruising subjects for whom a “post-

�$�–�'�6�� �Z�R�U�O�G �K�D�V �E�H�H�Q �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�H�G �E�\ �U�H�W�U�R�Y�L�U�D�O �G�U�X�J�V �D�Q�G �E�D�U�H�E�D�F�N �V�H�[ �D�L�P�H�G 

at an endless profusion of partners do with their bodies when such diligently 

�F�U�D�I�W�H�G �H�F�V�W�D�V�L�H�V �D�U�H �E�D�U�U�H�G�" �– �Z�L�O�O �D�U�J�X�H �W�K�D�W�� �Z�K�H�Q �F�U�L�V�H�V �P�D�N�H �D�J�H���R�O�G 

�H�Q�M�R�\�P�H�Q�W�V �L�P�S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H�� �Z�H �V�H�H�N �U�H�I�X�J�H �L�Q �W�K�H �P�R�U�H �O�L�W�H�U�D�O �U�H�J�L�V�W�H�U�V �R�I �W�K�H 

�V�L�J�Q�L�4�H�U�� �Z�K�R�V�H �P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�L�W�\ �F�D�Q �E�H �P�R�U�H �U�H�O�L�D�Q�W �W�K�D�Q �W�K�D�W �R�I �W�K�H �E�R�G�\��

�)�U�H�Q�F�K �J�D�\ �Z�U�L�W�H�U �0�D�W�W�K�L�H�X �*�D�O�H�\ �V�X�•�H�U�H�G �I�U�R�P �D �W�H�U�P�L�Q�D�O �L�O�O�Q�H�V�V �D�U�R�X�Q�G �W�K�H 

peak of the HIV epidemic. The fact that his illness was not AIDS struck him as 

�D�Q �L�Q�F�U�H�G�L�E�O�\ �I�X�Q�Q�\ �G�L�V�V�R�Q�D�Q�F�H �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H �W�L�P�H�V�� �
�D�V �W�K�R�X�J�K �– �K�D�G �F�D�X�J�K�W �V�F�D�U�O�H�W 

�I�H�Y�H�U �G�X�U�L�Q�J �W�K�H �J�U�H�D�W �S�O�D�J�X�H�� ���*�D�O�H�\ �…�ƒ�„�Š�� �Š�‹�‹������ Galey’s symptoms were a 

�S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\ �G�H�P�R�U�D�O�L�]�L�Q�J �E�O�R�Z �I�R�U �V�R�P�H�R�Q�H �I�R�U �Z�K�R�P �F�U�X�L�V�L�Q�J�� �I�R�U �V�H�[ �D�Q�G 

�L�G�H�D�V�� �Z�D�V �D �Z�D�\ �R�I �O�L�I�H�� �$�W �4�U�V�W �K�H �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�V �D �O�L�P�S�� �7�K�H�Q �K�H �P�X�V�W �X�V�H �D �F�D�Q�H 

�W�R �E�H �D�E�O�H �W�R �Z�D�O�N�� �8�O�W�L�P�D�W�H�O�\�� �*�D�O�H�\ �L�V �F�R�Q�4�Q�H�G �W�R �D �Z�K�H�H�O�F�K�D�L�U �D�Q�G �O�R�V�H�V �K�L�V 

�K�D�Q�G �P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�� �7�K�H �4�U�V�W �W�R �J�R �L�V �K�L�V �U�L�J�K�W �K�D�Q�G�� �W�K�H �R�Q�H �K�H �X�V�H�V �W�R �Z�U�L�W�H�� 

��	 �$�O�O �W�U�D�Q�V�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V �I�U�R�P �*�D�O�H�\���V �G�L�D�U�L�H�V�� �Z�K�L�F�K �U�H�P�D�L�Q �X�Q�W�U�D�Q�V�O�D�W�H�G �L�Q�W�R �(�Q�J�O�L�V�K�� �D�U�H �P�L�Q�H��



������ Pandemic Media

�$�Q�G �Z�U�L�W�H �K�H �G�R�H�V�� �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�L�Q�J �W�K�H �G�L�D�U�\ �K�H �E�H�J�D�Q �L�Q �„�Œ�ˆ�†�� �D�W �„�‹ �\�H�D�U�V �R�O�G�� 

�X�Q�W�L�O �W�K�H �G�D�\ �R�I �K�L�V �G�H�D�W�K �L�Q �„�Œ�‹�‰�� �$�O�P�R�V�W �R�Q�H �W�K�R�X�V�D�Q�G �S�D�J�H�V �G�H�W�D�L�O�L�Q�J �W�K�H 

�L�Q�Q�H�U �Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J�V �R�I �3�D�U�L�V�L�D�Q �S�X�E�O�L�V�K�L�Q�J �F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V�� �G�L�Q�Q�H�U �S�D�U�W�L�H�V �D�Q�G �Q�L�J�K�W�V 

�D�W �W�K�H �W�K�H�D�W�U�H �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H �O�L�N�H�V �R�I �)�U�D�Q�©�R�L�V�H �6�D�J�D�Q�� �/�R�X�L�V �$�U�D�J�R�Q�� �-�H�D�Q �&�R�F�W�H�D�X�� 

and Roland Barthes. He also documents his long love stories and brief sexual 

�H�Q�F�R�X�Q�W�H�U�V�� �D�O�O �F�X�O�P�L�Q�D�W�L�Q�J �L�Q �W�K�H �V�O�R�Z �E�U�H�D�N�G�R�Z�Q �R�I �K�L�V �E�R�G�\�� 

This is a breakdown made livable through the written word. For Hervé 

�*�X�L�E�H�U�W�� �Z�K�R�V�H �H�Q�W�L�U�H �R�H�X�Y�U�H �L�V �Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q �Z�L�W�K �D�Q�G �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �W�K�H �E�U�H�D�N�L�Q�J �G�R�Z�Q 

�R�I �W�K�H �$�–�'�6���D�^�L�F�W�H�G �E�R�G�\�� �
�R�Q�H �R�I �$�–�'�6���V �I�H�Z �P�H�U�F�L�H�V �L�V �W�K�H �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V �L�W �S�O�D�F�H�V 

�R�Q �W�K�H �E�U�L�H�I �W�L�P�H �L�W �J�L�Y�H�V �\�R�X�� �:�K�D�W �W�R �G�R �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H �X�Q�V�D�Y�H�G �O�L�I�H�" �8�V�H �L�W�� �*�X�L�E�H�U�W 

�L�P�S�O�R�U�H�V �K�L�V �U�H�D�G�H�U�V�� �D�Q�G �U�D�J�H���R�U �Z�U�L�W�H�� ���'�X�U�E�L�Q �…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� 

At a time when apps dedicated to making sexual intercourse possible thrive 

it is striking that so many of these app-mediated interactions seem bound 

�W�R �V�W�D�\ �Z�L�W�K�L�Q �W�K�H �U�H�D�O�P �R�I �V�L�J�Q�L�4�H�U���Q�H�V�V �L�Q �L�W�V �P�R�U�H �O�L�W�H�U�D�O �V�H�Q�V�H�� �6�R �P�X�F�K 

�F�U�X�L�V�L�Q�J�� �V�R �O�L�W�W�O�H �V�H�[�� �I�U�R�P �W�K�H �T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�� �
�:�K�D�W �G�R �\�R�X �Z�D�Q�W �W�R �G�R �W�R �P�H�"�� �D�V �D 

�V�W�U�D�W�H�J�\ �W�R �4�V�K �I�R�U �Z�R�U�G�V �W�K�D�W�� �X�Q�O�L�N�H �W�K�H �E�R�G�\�� �F�D�Q �K�L�W �W�K�H �I�D�Q�W�D�V�\ �D�W �L�W�V �K�H�D�U�W�� 

to the exposition of exhaustive scenarios of how the sexual encounter should 

�W�D�N�H �S�O�D�F�H �H�Y�H�Q �W�K�R�X�J�K�� �R�U �S�U�H�F�L�V�H�O�\ �E�H�F�D�X�V�H�� �L�W �Q�H�Y�H�U �Z�L�O�O�� �–�W �F�D�Q �E�H �T�X�L�W�H �I�U�X�V-

�W�U�D�W�L�Q�J �I�R�U �W�K�R�V�H �L�Q�Y�H�V�W�H�G �L�Q �U�H�D�O���O�L�I�H �P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�V�� �E�H�F�D�X�V�H �W�R �H�Q�W�H�U �W�K�L�V �G�L�J�L�W�D�O 

�V�H�[�X�D�O �H�F�R�Q�R�P�\ �L�V�� �W�R�R �R�I�W�H�Q�� �W�R �U�H�P�D�L�Q �L�Q �L�W�� �$�O�W�K�R�X�J�K �W�K�H �F�U�X�L�V�L�Q�J �V�X�E�M�H�F�W �L�Q 

this context can go back and forth between acting out the symptom through 

�W�K�H �E�R�G�L�H�V �R�I �R�W�K�H�U�V �R�U �W�K�H�L�U �Z�R�U�G�V�� �R�Q�H �F�D�Q �4�Q�G �Y�H�U�\ �T�X�L�F�N�O�\ �W�K�D�W �W�K�H�U�H �L�V 

�L�Q�G�H�H�G �H�Q�R�X�J�K�� �L�I �Q�R�W �P�R�U�H�� �H�Q�M�R�\�P�H�Q�W �L�Q �W�K�H �V�F�U�L�S�W�L�Q�J �R�I �W�K�H �H�Y�H�Q�W�� �W�K�D�Q �L�Q 

the event itself. 

�%�L�F�H �%�H�Q�Y�H�Q�X�W�R �U�H�I�H�U�V �W�R �R�X�U �W�L�P�H �D�V �
�Q�R�W �W�K�D�W �R�I �H�U�R�V�� ���…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� �:�H �D�U�H �L�Q�Y�H�V�W�H�G 

�L�Q �W�K�H �D�X�W�R���H�U�R�W�L�V�P �R�I �W�K�H �V�H�Q�V�R�U�L�D�O�� �S�U�H�G�L�F�D�W�H�G �R�Q �W�K�L�Q�J�Q�H�V�V �D�Q�G �V�X�U�I�D�F�H�V�� �L�Q 

�O�L�H�X �R�I �W�K�H �V�H�Q�V�X�D�O�� �S�U�H�G�L�F�D�W�H�G �R�Q �D�F�W�X�D�O �V�H�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�� �6�K�H �F�D�O�O�V �W�K�L�V �D�X�W�L�V�W�L�F �V�H�[�� 

�7�K�H �V�X�E�M�H�F�W�� �Z�K�R �L�V �R�Q�O�\ �L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�H�G �L�Q �J�H�W�W�L�Q�J �R�•�� �G�R�H�V�Q���W �U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H �W�K�H �V�X�E-

�M�H�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\ �R�I �W�K�H �R�W�K�H�U�� �7�K�D�W �L�V�� �V�K�H �P�D�N�H�V �G�R �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H �I�D�Q�W�D�V�\�� �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H �Z�R�U�G�V�� 

�Z�L�W�K �W�K�H �V�L�J�Q�L�4�H�U���W�K�H �P�R�V�W �V�W�D�E�O�H �Y�D�U�L�D�E�O�H�V �J�L�Y�H�Q �W�K�H �R�W�K�H�U���V �W�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�\ �W�R 

turn into spoiled objects once they become something other than ghostly 

apparitions. Galey writes of the blues that follow a particular night of orgies in 

�$�Y�L�J�Q�R�Q �L�Q �-�X�O�\ �R�I �„�Œ�‹�‡�� �
�$ �S�O�H�D�V�X�U�H �P�X�F�K �P�R�U�H �L�Q�W�H�Q�V�H �S�U�L�R�U �W�K�D�Q �G�X�U�L�Q�J�� �:�K�\ 

�D�F�W �W�K�L�Q�J�V �R�X�W�" �7�K�H �S�U�R�O�R�J�X�H �L�V �V�R �P�X�F�K �E�H�W�W�H�U �W�K�D�Q �W�K�H �S�O�D�\�� ���…�ƒ�„�Š�� �Š�ˆ�ƒ���� �:�K�H�Q 

�K�H �J�R�H�V �W�R �6�D�O�]�E�X�U�J �W�R �P�H�H�W �3�H�W�H�U �+�D�Q�G�N�H�� �W�K�H �$�X�V�W�U�L�D�Q �Z�U�L�W�H�U �W�H�O�O�V �K�L�P�� �
�7�K�H 

�U�H�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �G�H�V�L�U�H�V�� �L�W���V �D�O�Z�D�\�V �D �E�L�W �W�R�R �P�X�F�K�� �'�H�V�L�U�L�Q�J �V�X�]�F�H�V�� ���*�D�O�H�\ �…�ƒ�„�Š�� 

�Š�„�†����

A lockdown that reduces the sexual encounter to the subject’s exchanging of 

�L�P�D�J�H�V �D�Q�G �Z�R�U�G�V �Z�L�W�K �R�Q�H �K�D�Q�G �R�Q �W�K�H�L�U �S�K�R�Q�H�� �D�Q�G �W�K�H �R�W�K�H�U �R�Q �W�K�H�L�U �V�H�[�� 

�L�V �D �U�D�W�K�H�U �4�W�W�L�Q�J �S�U�R�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q �I�R�U �W�K�H �D�X�W�L�V�W�L�F �V�H�[ �Q�R�Q���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V �R�I �R�X�U �Q�R�Q��

eros time. We don’t need to meet. We cannot meet. Meeting is conveniently 



������

�E�D�U�U�H�G�� �)�R�U �V�R�P�H�� �W�K�L�V �F�D�Q �R�I �F�R�X�U�V�H �E�H�F�R�P�H �D�Q �L�Q�F�H�Q�W�L�Y�H �I�R�U �E�U�H�D�N�L�Q�J �D �Q�H�Z�O�\ 

externalized law. An Adam from Fabswingers  �Z�U�L�W�H�V �W�R �P�H�� �
�+�H�\�� �W�R�W�D�O �W�R�S �K�H�U�H 

�O�R�R�N�L�Q�J �W�R �P�D�N�H �O�R�Y�H �G�X�U�L�Q�J �O�R�F�N�G�R�Z�Q���� �6�R�P�H�R�Q�H �H�O�V�H �R�Q �*�U�L�Q�G�U �V�D�\�V�� �
�:�D�Q�W �W�R 

�J�H�W �V�O�X�W�W�\ �W�R�Q�L�J�K�W�" �)�X�F�N �W�K�L�V �O�R�F�N�G�R�Z�Q����

�:�H �D�U�H �L�Q �W�K�H �H�U�D �R�I �D�X�W�L�V�P�� �%�H�Q�Y�H�Q�X�W�R �D�U�J�X�H�V�� �D�Q�G �W�K�H �D�X�W�L�V�W�L�F �V�X�E�M�H�F�W �L�V 

always already in lockdown. We can think of the supposed horrors of lock -

�G�R�Z�Q�� �W�K�H�Q�� �D�V �W�K�H �F�X�O�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �D �S�D�W�K �Z�H �Z�H�U�H �D�O�U�H�D�G�\ �R�Q�� �$ �S�D�W�K �W�D�N�H�Q �E�\ 

those who take all the pleasure and give out none. 

�(�Q�M�R�\�P�H�Q�W �I�U�R�P �W�K�H �V�L�J�Q�L�4�H�U �R�E�Y�L�R�X�V�O�\ �S�U�H�G�D�W�H�V �W�K�H �G�L�J�L�W�D�O�� �E�X�W �G�L�J�L�W�D�O �V�H�[ 

�Z�L�W�K�R�X�W �V�H�[ �L�V �D �N�H�\ �L�W�H�P �R�Q �W�K�H �O�L�V�W �R�I �W�K�H �V�R���F�D�O�O�H�G �Q�H�Z �V�\�P�S�W�R�P�V�� �Z�K�L�F�K 

�K�D�Y�H �W�R �G�R �Z�L�W�K �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�H�V �R�I �L�Q�V�W�D�Q�W �J�U�D�W�L�4�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �S�D�Q�L�F �D�W�W�D�F�N�V�� �D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q 

�G�H�4�F�L�W�V�� �D�G�G�L�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �K�\�S�H�U���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\�� �D�Q�G �H�D�W�L�Q�J �G�L�V�R�U�G�H�U�V�� �:�K�H�Q �L�W �L�V �W�K�H �P�H�F�K-

�D�Q�L�V�P �R�I �V�H�[ �W�K�D�W �P�D�N�H�V �X�V �F�R�P�H�� �V�X�F�K �D�V �L�Q �W�K�H �I�D�F�W�R�U�\���V�W�\�O�H �G�\�Q�D�P�L�F �R�I �V�H�[ 

parties where dozens of bottoms await side-by-side on all fours for tops to 

�I�X�F�N �W�K�H�P �Z�L�W�K�R�X�W �V�H�H�L�Q�J �W�K�H�L�U �I�D�F�H�V�� �W�K�H�U�H �F�D�Q �E�H �D�O�O �V�R�U�W�V �R�I �S�O�H�D�V�X�U�H�V�� �E�X�W 

there is no eros. 

�–�I �W�K�H �E�D�E�\ �Z�D�Q�W�V �W�R �F�D�U�U�\ �R�Q �O�L�Y�L�Q�J �L�W���V �E�H�F�D�X�V�H �R�I �S�O�H�D�V�X�U�H�� �%�H�Q�Y�H�Q�X�W�R 

�U�H�P�L�Q�G�V �X�V�� �–�I �W�K�H �E�D�E�\ �D�V�N�V �I�R�U �P�L�O�N �L�W �L�V �Q�R�W �P�L�O�N �V�K�H �L�V �D�I�W�H�U �E�X�W �H�U�R�V�� �Z�K�L�F�K 

can only be granted by a mother who takes pleasure in the baby. This can’t be 

�D �R�Q�H���Z�D�\ �P�L�U�U�R�U�� �0�L�O�N �Z�L�W�K�R�X�W �W�K�H �E�U�H�D�V�W�� �D�Q�G �K�H�U�H �Z�H �G�R�Q���W �P�H�D�Q �W�K�H �R�U�J�D�Q�� 

�L�V �D�X�W�R�P�D�W�L�R�Q ���%�H�Q�Y�H�Q�X�W�R �…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� �–�Q �R�X�U �D�X�W�L�V�W�L�F �W�L�P�H�V �W�K�H �E�R�G�\ �R�I �W�K�H �R�W�K�H�U 

�P�L�J�K�W �E�H �W�K�H �E�U�H�D�V�W �E�X�W �L�W �L�V �W�K�H �V�L�J�Q�L�4�H�U �W�K�D�W �Z�D�U�U�D�Q�W�V �O�D�F�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� 

�–�W �L�V �X�V�H�I�X�O �W�R �F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U �/�D�F�D�Q���V �V�K�L�I�W �L�Q �W�K�H�R�U�L�]�L�Q�J �W�K�H �V�L�J�Q�L�4�H�U �L�Q �6�H�P�L�Q�D�U 

�;�;�� �S�U�L�R�U �W�R �Z�K�L�F�K �W�K�H �V�L�J�Q�L�4�H�U �Z�D�V �Z�K�D�W �U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G �D �V�X�E�M�H�F�W �I�R�U �D�Q�R�W�K�H�U 

�V�X�E�M�H�F�W�� �+�H �D�V�N�V �X�V �W�R �I�R�U�J�H�W �Z�K�D�W �Z�H �N�Q�R�Z �D�E�R�X�W �W�K�H �V�L�J�Q�L�4�H�U�� �H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�L�Q�J �L�W 

�D�V �D�Q �H�Q�M�R�\�L�Q�J �V�X�E�V�W�D�Q�F�H�� �
�$�V �V�R�R�Q �D�V �Z�H �W�X�U�Q �W�K�L�Q�J�V �L�Q�W�R �Q�R�X�Q�V�� �Z�H �S�U�H�V�X�S-

�S�R�V�H �D �V�X�E�V�W�D�Q�F�H ������ ���/�D�F�D�Q �„�Œ�Œ�‹�� �…�„���� �)�R�U �/�D�F�D�Q�� �W�K�H�Q�� �W�K�H�U�H �L�V �D �P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�L�W�\ 

�W�R �W�K�H �V�L�J�Q�L�4�H�U�� �S�H�U�K�D�S�V �D �P�L�O�N�\ �R�Q�H�� �Z�K�H�U�H�D�V �W�K�H �E�R�G�\ �L�W�V�H�O�I �L�V �D �V�\�P�E�R�O�L�F 

�F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q �D�Q�G �P�H�U�H �F�R�Q�V�H�T�X�H�Q�F�H �R�I �V�L�J�Q�L�4�H�U���Q�H�V�V�� �-�R�X�L�V�V�D�Q�F�H�� �Z�K�L�F�K �F�D�Q �J�R 

�I�U�R�P �D �S�O�H�D�V�D�Q�W �W�L�F�N�O�H �W�R �D�Q �X�Q�E�H�D�U�D�E�O�H �H�[�S�O�R�V�L�R�Q�� �D�S�S�H�D�U�V �D�V �D�Q �H�•�H�F�W �R�I 

�W�K�H �V�L�J�Q�L�4�H�U�� �–�I �W�K�H�U�H �L�V �M�R�X�L�V�V�D�Q�F�H�� �W�K�H�U�H �L�V �V�R�P�H �V�R�U�W �R�I �Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J �W�D�N�L�Q�J �S�O�D�F�H�� 

�$ �V�H�Q�W�H�Q�F�H �L�V �E�H�L�Q�J �Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q�� �%�R�G�L�H�V �D�•�H�F�W�H�G �E�\ �O�H�W�K�D�O �Y�L�U�X�V�H�V �D�U�H �L�Q �D �J�R�R�G 

�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q �W�R �N�Q�R�Z �Z�K�D�W �N�L�Q�G �R�I �V�H�Q�W�H�Q�F�H �W�K�D�W �L�V���7�R �E�H �D�•�H�F�W�H�G �E�\ �W�K�H �Y�L�U�X�V�� �L�Q 

�W�K�L�V �O�R�J�L�F�� �L�V �W�R �E�H �X�Q�G�H�U �L�W�V �V�L�J�Q�� �Z�K�H�W�K�H�U �R�Q�H �V�X�•�H�U�V �W�K�H �F�R�Q�V�H�T�X�H�Q�F�H�V �R�I �W�K�H 

�Y�L�U�X�V �S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O�O�\ �R�U�� �I�R�U �Q�R�Z�� �I�D�Q�W�D�V�P�D�W�L�F�D�O�O�\�� 

�$ �J�U�H�D�W �S�D�U�W �R�I �Z�K�D�W �Z�H �H�Q�M�R�\ �D�E�R�X�W �W�K�H �V�\�P�S�W�R�P �L�V �L�Q �W�K�H �I�D�F�W �W�K�D�W �Z�H �4�Q�G�� 

�L�Q �W�K�H �Z�R�U�G�V �R�I �S�R�H�W �1�X�Q�R �-�¼�G�L�F�H�� �
�S�D�W�K�V �Z�L�W�K�R�X�W �H�[�L�W �V�R �Z�H �F�D�Q �V�W�D�\ �L�Q�V�L�G�H 

�W�K�H�P �I�R�U �D �Z�K�L�O�H �������� ���…�ƒ�„�Œ�� �Š�‡���� �%�X�W �H�Q�M�R�\�P�H�Q�W �L�V �V�X�S�S�O�H�� �7�K�H �V�\�P�S�W�R�P �F�D�Q 

�F�D�V�W �L�W�V �Q�H�W �R�Q�W�R �Q�H�Z�O�\ �I�R�X�Q�G �R�E�M�H�F�W�V �E�H�F�D�X�V�H �L�W �L�V �X�O�W�L�P�D�W�H�O�\ �D�E�R�X�W �V�L�J�Q�L�4�H�U�V�� 

not objects per se. When psychoanalyst Jamieson Webster volunteers at an 

�–�Q�W�H�Q�V�L�Y�H �&�D�U�H �8�Q�L�W �I�R�U �&�2�9�–�' �S�D�W�L�H�Q�W�V �L�Q �1�H�Z �<�R�U�N�� �V�K�H �4�Q�G�V �K�H�U�V�H�O�I �\�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J 



������ Pandemic Media

�I�R�U �H�O�R�T�X�H�Q�F�H �I�U�R�P �S�D�W�L�H�Q�W�V �L�Q �W�K�H�L�U �O�D�V�W �P�R�P�H�Q�W�V �E�X�W �R�Q�O�\ �4�Q�G�V �
�G�H�V�S�H�U�D�W�H 

�V�W�X�W�W�H�U�L�Q�J�� ���…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �D�Q�G �I�X�P�E�O�L�Q�J�� �7�K�H�U�H �L�V �Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J �K�H�U�H �W�R�R�� �E�X�W �R�I �D �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W 

�N�L�Q�G�� �7�K�H �Z�R�U�G �D�S�S�H�D�U�V�� �I�R�U �:�H�E�V�W�H�U�� �D�V �W�K�H �J�R���W�R �G�H�I�H�Q�V�H �P�H�F�K�D�Q�L�V�P �I�R�U 

�D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F�V�� �E�X�W �W�K�H �L�V�R�O�D�W�H�G �W�H�U�P�L�Q�D�O �S�D�W�L�H�Q�W�V�� �P�D�Q�\ �R�I �Z�K�R�P �L�Q �V�W�D�W�H�V �R�I 

�S�V�\�F�K�R�W�L�F �G�H�O�L�U�L�X�P�� �V�S�H�D�N �Q�R�Q�V�H�Q�V�H �D�V �L�I �F�O�L�Q�J�L�Q�J �R�Q �W�R �V�L�J�Q�L�4�H�U���Q�H�V�V �L�Q�V�W�H�D�G �R�I 

meaning.

�)�R�U �)�U�H�X�G�� �V�\�P�S�W�R�P�D�W�L�F �V�R�P�D�W�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q �L�V �D�Q �H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O�O�\ �F�U�H�D�W�L�Y�H �D�F�W�� �7�R �P�R�Y�H 

something somewhere (i.e. the loss of a father to pain in the neck) is a 

metaphoric and productive act of representation akin to the dynamic between 

�V�L�J�Q�L�4�H�U �D�Q�G �V�L�J�Q�L�4�H�G�� �Z�K�L�F�K �Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J �D�Q�G �V�S�H�D�N�L�Q�J �H�Q�J�H�Q�G�H�U�� �–�Q �W�K�L�V �V�H�Q�V�H�� 

�Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J�� �R�Q �E�R�G�L�H�V �R�U �S�D�S�H�U�� �L�V �V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G �W�R �J�L�Y�H �R�Q�H �W�K�H �V�D�P�H �D�P�R�X�Q�W �R�I 

�S�O�H�D�V�X�U�H �D�V �I�X�F�N�L�Q�J ���:�H�E�V�W�H�U �…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� 

�*�D�O�H�\ �U�H�I�H�U�V �W�R �K�L�V �G�H�4�D�Q�F�H �W�R�Z�D�U�G �G�H�D�W�K �D�V �D�Q �
�D�H�V�W�K�H�W�L�F�� �U�H�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H ���…�ƒ�„�Š�� 

�‹�…�…���� �%�H�F�D�X�V�H �D �G�H�D�W�K �V�H�Q�W�H�Q�F�H �L�V �E�H�L�Q�J �Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q �E�\ �H�Y�H�U�\ �V�S�H�D�N�L�Q�J �V�X�E�M�H�F�W �W�K�H 

�P�L�Q�X�W�H �W�K�H�\ �F�R�P�H �L�Q�W�R �W�K�H �Z�R�U�O�G�� �K�H �V�H�H�V �D �F�R�Q�I�U�R�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q �Z�L�W�K �G�H�D�W�K �S�U�H�G-

�L�F�D�W�H�G �R�Q �W�K�H �L�G�H�D �R�I �D �F�X�U�H �D�V �D �I�X�W�L�O�H �S�U�R�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�� �–�Q�V�W�H�D�G�� �K�H �L�V �L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�H�G �L�Q 

�
�W�K�H �E�H�D�X�W�\ �R�I �W�K�H �J�H�V�W�X�U�H�� ���‹�…�…�� �W�K�D�W �H�P�H�U�J�H�V �I�U�R�P �Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J �W�K�H �D�^�L�F�W�H�G �E�R�G�\ 

�G�R�Z�Q �D�Q�G �D�Z�D�\�� �
�0�\ �L�P�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q �L�V �W�K�D�W �– �D�P �Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J �P�\ �R�Z�Q �R�E�L�W�X�D�U�\�� �H�[�F�H�S�W 

�E�H�W�W�H�U�� ���‹�…�„����

It wasn’t in his being spared from HIV that Galey carved himself a space out -

�V�L�G�H �L�O�O�Q�H�V�V�� �$�–�'�6�� �O�L�N�H �&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ�� �K�D�X�Q�W�V �D�Q�G �U�H���V�K�D�S�H�V �E�R�G�L�H�V �H�Y�H�Q �L�I �W�K�H 

�Y�L�U�X�V �I�D�L�O�V �W�R �H�Q�W�H�U �W�K�H�P�� �–�Q �R�W�K�H�U �Z�R�U�G�V�� �W�K�H �U�D�Y�D�J�L�Q�J �R�U �H�P�D�Q�F�L�S�D�W�R�U�\ �F�R�Q-

�V�H�T�X�H�Q�F�H�V �R�I �Y�L�U�X�V�H�V �D�U�H �Q�R�W �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�J�H�Q�W �R�Q �L�Q�I�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �E�X�W �R�Q �L�Q�I�H�F�W�L�R�X�V�Q�H�V�V�� 

�*�D�O�H�\ �U�H�V�L�V�W�H�G �W�K�H �F�U�L�V�L�V �E�\ �Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J �L�W�� �
�L�Q �R�U�G�H�U �W�R �O�R�R�N �W�K�H �E�H�D�V�W �L�Q �W�K�H �H�\�H�� 

�:�H �Q�H�Y�H�U �N�Q�R�Z�� �Z�H �P�L�J�K�W �L�Q�W�L�P�L�G�D�W�H �L�W�� ���…�ƒ�„�Š�� �‹�†�„���� �+�H �F�O�D�L�P�V �W�K�D�W �L�I �K�H �Z�D�V 

surprised by the miracle of the cure he would be disappointed. The sudden 

�R�S�H�Q�L�Q�J �R�I �\�H�W �D�Q�R�W�K�H�U �ˆ�ƒ �\�H�D�U�V �W�R �E�H �O�L�Y�H�G �Z�R�X�O�G �I�H�H�O �O�L�N�H �D �F�D�W�D�V�W�U�R�S�K�H�� �
�–�W 

is the brevity of my current life that makes it so beautiful and so precious. 

Something to be consumed in situ ���� ���Š�ˆ�Š����

Edmund White remarks the many intersections between AIDS and COVID-

�„�Œ�� �V�X�F�K �D�V �W�K�H �S�U�H�Y�D�O�H�Q�F�H �R�I �P�L�V�L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q �W�U�D�Y�H�U�V�L�Q�J �H�D�F�K �F�U�L�V�L�V�� �Z�K�L�O�H 

�D�O�V�R �O�L�V�W�L�Q�J �W�K�H�L�U �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V�� �)�R�U �L�Q�V�W�D�Q�F�H�� �W�K�H �I�D�F�W �W�K�D�W �$�–�'�6 �S�R�V�H�G �D �P�X�F�K 

�O�H�V�V�H�U �W�K�U�H�D�W �W�R �K�H�D�O�W�K �S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O�V�� �D�Q�G �W�K�D�W �L�W �
�E�R�U�H �D �E�D�G�J�H �R�I �V�K�D�P�H 

even in the gay community—if you were infected it was your own fault for 

not practising safe sex—whereas everyone feels sympathy for coronavirus 

�Y�L�F�W�L�P�V�� ���:�K�L�W�H �…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� �7�K�H�U�H �D�U�H �P�D�Q�\ �U�H�D�V�R�Q�V �Z�K�\ �L�W �Z�R�X�O�G �E�H �Q�R�Q�V�H�Q�V�L�F�D�O�� 

�L�I �Q�R�W �S�H�U�Y�H�U�V�H�� �W�R �F�R�P�S�D�U�H �$�–�'�6 �W�R �&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ�� �%�X�W �W�K�H�U�H �L�V �V�X�U�H�O�\ �D �Z�D�\ �W�R 

�W�U�D�F�H �D �U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �W�K�H�P �W�K�D�W �H�V�F�D�S�H�V �H�T�X�L�Y�D�O�H�Q�F�H�� �E�X�W �4�Q�G�V �N�L�Q�V�K�L�S 

�L�Q �F�H�U�W�D�L�Q �U�H�J�L�V�W�H�U�V���V�X�F�K �D�V �I�D�Q�W�D�V�\�� �7�K�H �V�L�J�Q�L�4�H�U �L�V �V�X�U�H�O�\ �D �I�X�Q�G�D�P�H�Q�W�D�O 

apparatus within fantasy as the interface that organizes jouissance and its 

�R�E�M�H�F�W�V�� �)�D�Q�W�D�V�\ �L�V �W�K�D�W �Z�K�L�F�K �D�O�O�R�Z�V�� �I�R�U �L�Q�V�W�D�Q�F�H�� �V�R�P�H �W�R �W�K�L�Q�N �R�I �P�D�V�N�V �D�Q�G 



������

�F�R�Q�G�R�P�V �D�V �H�T�X�L�Y�D�O�H�Q�W �4�J�X�U�H�V �L�Q �W�K�D�W �W�K�H�\ �F�D�Q �E�R�W�K �H�[�S�R�V�H �W�K�H �P�D�O�H �E�R�G�\ �D�V 

�Y�X�O�Q�H�U�D�E�O�H�� �F�R�Q�W�U�D�G�L�F�W�L�Q�J �S�K�D�O�O�L�F �F�O�D�L�P�V �L�W �P�D�N�H�V �D�E�R�X�W �L�W�V�H�O�I�� �5�L�J�K�W���Z�L�Q�J �<�R�X�7-

uber Brenden Dilley recently said he will never wear a mask to protect himself 

�I�U�R�P �&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ �
�E�H�F�D�X�V�H �K�H �K�D�U�G�O�\ �H�Y�H�U �Z�H�D�U�V �F�R�Q�G�R�P�V �D�Q�G�� �V�R �I�D�U�� �K�H���V �R�Q�O�\ 

�S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G �W�K�U�H�H �R�•�V�S�U�L�Q�J�� ���*�U�H�P�R�U�H �…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� 

�)�R�U �*�X�L�E�H�U�W�� �H�Q�M�R�\�L�Q�J �W�K�H �D�W�U�R�F�L�W�\ �R�I �$�–�'�6 �L�V �D �J�L�I�W �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �V�S�H�F�L�H�V �W�K�D�W �O�H�D�G�V 

�W�R �O�X�F�L�G�L�W�\ �D�Q�G �L�Q�V�S�L�U�D�W�L�R�Q �E�H�F�D�X�V�H �
�L�W �Z�D�V �D �G�L�V�H�D�V�H �G�H�O�L�Y�H�U�H�G �L�Q �V�W�H�S�V���� �7�K�H 

�Y�L�U�X�V �
�J�U�D�Q�W�H�G �G�H�D�W�K �W�L�P�H �W�R �O�L�Y�H�� �W�K�H �W�L�P�H �W�R �G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U �O�L�I�H �D�W �O�D�V�W�� �� �D �J�U�H�D�W 

�P�R�G�H�U�Q �L�Q�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q �W�K�D�W �J�U�H�H�Q �P�R�Q�N�H�\�V �I�U�R�P �$�I�U�L�F�D �K�D�G �W�U�D�Q�V�P�L�W�W�H�G �W�R �X�V�� 

���*�X�L�E�H�U�W �„�Œ�Œ�ƒ�� �„�Œ�†����2 Gifts that retroviral drugs have perhaps robbed from 

�W�K�R�V�H �S�U�L�Y�L�O�H�J�H�G �H�Q�R�X�J�K �W�R �O�L�Y�H �L�Q �D �
�S�R�V�W���$�–�'�6�� �E�D�U�H�E�D�F�N �E�X�E�E�O�H �E�X�W �W�K�D�W 

�&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ �K�D�V �R�•�H�U�H�G �E�D�F�N�� �O�L�N�H �D �K�H�L�U�O�R�R�P�� �$�O�W�K�R�X�J�K �W�K�H �S�D�F�H �R�I �&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ 

�L�V �G�H�F�L�G�H�G�O�\ �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W �W�K�D�Q �W�K�D�W �R�I �+�–�9�� �W�K�H�\ �F�R�L�Q�F�L�G�H �L�Q �W�K�H �W�K�U�H�D�W �W�K�H�\ �F�R�P�H 

�W�R �U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W �D�V �V�L�J�Q�L�4�H�U�V �W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V�� �7�K�H �S�R�V�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V �R�I �W�K�H �J�L�I�W �O�L�H �L�Q �W�K�H 

potential usages the subject may make from the haunting that a destabilizing 

threat enacts. If AIDS was a gift because it allowed for an interim where death 

�Z�D�V �P�X�O�O�H�G �R�Y�H�U �E�H�I�R�U�H �W�D�N�L�Q�J �R�Y�H�U�� �W�K�H �V�W�D�W�X�V �R�I �&�2�9�–�' �D�V �D �J�L�I�W �L�V �S�H�U�K�D�S�V 

contingent on its remaining in the horizon—neutered from pathogen into the 

�I�D�Q�W�D�V�P�D�W�L�F �V�D�I�H�W�\�� �D�Q�G �P�X�O�W�L�Y�D�O�H�Q�F�H�� �R�I �W�K�H �V�L�J�Q�L�4�H�U��

�5�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V

�%�H�Q�Y�H�Q�X�W�R�� �%�L�F�H�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� Child Analysis Working Group�� �:�H�E�L�Q�D�U�� �&�H�Q�W�U�H �I�R�U �)�U�H�X�G�L�D�Q �$�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V �D�Q�G 

�5�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�� �/�R�Q�G�R�Q�� �-�X�Q�H �‰�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ��

�'�X�U�E�L�Q�� �$�Q�G�U�H�Z�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �
�+�H�U�Y�« �*�X�L�E�H�U�W�� �/�L�Y�L�Q�J �:�L�W�K�R�X�W �D �9�D�F�F�L�Q�H���� The New York Review of 

Books�� �-�X�Q�H �„�…�� �$�F�F�H�V�V�H�G �$�X�J�X�V�W �„�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���Q�\�E�R�R�N�V���F�R�P���G�D�L�O�\���…�ƒ�…�ƒ���ƒ�‰���„�…��

herve-guibert-living-without-a-vaccine/ . 

�*�D�O�H�\�� �0�D�W�W�K�L�H�X�� �…�ƒ�„�Š�� �-�R�X�U�Q�D�O���–�Q�W�«�J�U�D�O�����„�Œ�ˆ�†���„�Œ�‹�‰�� �3�D�U�L�V�� �5�R�E�H�U�W �/�D�•�R�Q�W��

�*�U�H�P�R�U�H�� �*�U�D�K�D�P�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �
�$�Q�W�L�J�D�\ �7�U�X�P�S �6�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�U �6�D�\�V �+�H �:�R�Q���W �:�H�D�U �D �0�D�V�N �%�H�F�D�X�V�H �+�H 

���%�D�U�H�O�\�� �:�H�D�U�V �&�R�Q�G�R�P�V���� Queerty�� �$�X�J�X�V�W �ˆ�� �$�F�F�H�V�V�H�G �$�X�J�X�V�W �ˆ�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� https://www.queerty.

�F�R�P���D�Q�W�L�J�D�\���W�U�X�P�S���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�U���V�D�\�V���Z�R�Q�W���Z�H�D�U���P�D�V�N���E�D�U�H�O�\���Z�H�D�U�V���F�R�Q�G�R�P�V���…�ƒ�…�ƒ�ƒ�‹�ƒ�ˆ.

�*�X�L�E�H�U�W�� �+�H�U�Y�«�� �„�Œ�Œ�ƒ�� À l’Ami Qui Ne m’a Pas Sauvé La Vie. Paris: Gallimard. 

�� �� ��   �� �„�Œ�‹�…�� Les Chiens. Paris: Les Éditions de Minuit.

�-�¼�G�L�F�H�� �1�X�Q�R�� �…�ƒ�„�Œ�� �
�2 �/�D�E�L�U�L�Q�W�R �G�R �$�P�R�U���� �–�Q O Coro da Desordem. Lisbon: Publicações Dom 

Quixote.

�/�D�F�D�Q�� �-�D�F�T�X�H�V�� �„�Œ�Œ�‹�� On Feminine Sexuality: The Limits of Love and Knowledge—Book XX: Encore 

�„�Œ�Š�…���„�Œ�Š�†. Edited by Jacques-Alain Miller. Translated and notes by Bruce Fink. New York: W.W. 

�1�R�U�W�R�Q �	 �&�R�P�S�D�Q�\��

�:�H�E�V�W�H�U�� �-�D�P�L�H�V�R�Q�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �
 �:�K�\ �:�H �'�R�Q���W �:�D�Q�W �3�H�R�S�O�H �W�R �'�L�H �$�O�R�Q�H���� YouTube�� �0�D�\ �†�„�� Accessed 

�-�X�Q�H �„�ƒ�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���\�R�X�W�X�E�H���F�R�P���Z�D�W�F�K�"�Y� �H�V�4�$�4�:�L�M�†�T�Z�	�W� �…�…�ˆ�…�V. 

�:�K�L�W�H�� �(�G�P�X�Q�G�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �
�)�H�D�U�� �%�L�J�R�W�U�\ �D�Q�G �0�L�V�L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���7�K�L�V �5�H�P�L�Q�G�V �0�H �R�I �W�K�H �„�Œ�‹�ƒ�V 

�$�L�G�V �3�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F���� The Guardian�� �$�S�U�L�O �‰�� �$�F�F�H�V�V�H�G �$�X�J�X�V�W �„�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� https://www.theguardian.

�F�R�P���F�R�P�P�H�Q�W�L�V�I�U�H�H���…�ƒ�…�ƒ���D�S�U���ƒ�‰���„�Œ�‹�ƒ�V���D�L�G�V���S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F���F�R�U�R�Q�D�Y�L�U�X�V���J�D�\���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\��

�V�X�U�Y�L�Y�H�"�I�E�F�O�L�G� �–�Z�$�5�…�9�-�6�F�=�:�N�I�6�2�(�–�&�Z�'�N�1�)�=�G�/�2�Š�1�U�[�7�H�)�8�L�4�X�2�K�H�R�/�–�6�;�U�9�)�0�:�; �;�K�ƒ�L�X�$�L�7�‹��

2	 Translation is mine from the original publication of Guibert ’s À l’Ami Qui Ne m’a Pas Sauvé 

La Vie.
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�$�O�W�H�U�L�W�\�����1�R�W�H�V���R�Q���W�K�H��
�3�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F���0�D�V�N

�0�D�U�L�H���$�X�G�H���%�D�U�R�Q�L�D�Q

�7�K�L�V���H�V�V�D�\���O�R�R�N�V���D�W���W�K�H���S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F���P�D�V�N���D�V���D���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O��

�R�E�M�H�F�W�����Z�K�L�F�K���E�H�\�R�Q�G���D���P�H�D�Q�V���R�I���L�P�P�X�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q��

�P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V���W�K�H���J�O�R�E�D�O���I�U�D�J�L�O�L�W�\���Z�H���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H��

�Z�D�\���Z�H���U�H�O�D�W�H���W�R���D�Q�G���H�Q�F�R�X�Q�W�H�U���U�D�G�L�F�D�O���R�W�K�H�U�Q�H�V�V�����7�K�H��

�I�D�F�H���P�D�V�N���H�P�E�R�G�L�H�V���Z�K�D�W���–���W�H�U�P���D���
�W�H�[�W�L�O�H���R�E�M�H�F�W�������D��

�W�D�Q�J�L�E�O�H���P�H�G�L�X�P���W�K�D�W���R�Q�H���Z�H�D�U�V���D�Q�G���K�D�Q�G�O�H�V�����E�X�W���D�O�V�R��

�W�K�D�W���R�Q�H���U�H�5�H�F�W�V���R�Q���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�W�H�P�S�O�D�W�H�V�����'�U�D�Z�L�Q�J���R�Q���D�Q��

�H�W�K�L�F�D�O���U�H�D�G�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���P�D�V�N�����W�K�H���H�V�V�D�\���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V���W�K�L�V��

�S�H�U�Y�D�V�L�Y�H���L�W�H�P���D�V���E�R�W�K���D���I�D�V�K�L�R�Q���R�E�M�H�F�W���W�K�D�W���F�U�\�V�W�D�O��

�O�L�]�H�V���R�X�U���F�R�Q�W�H�P�S�R�U�D�Q�H�L�W�\���D�Q�G���D�Q���D�F�F�H�V�V�R�U�\���W�K�D�W��

�W�D�F�N�O�H�V���D�Q�G���V�H�L�]�H�V���L�Q�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V���R�I���D�O�W�H�U�L�W�\�����8�O�W�L�P�D�W�H�O�\����

�Z�H�D�U�L�Q�J���D���P�D�V�N���I�R�U�F�H�V���X�V���W�R���L�Q�I�X�V�H���I�X�Q�G�D�P�H�Q�W�D�O���H�W�K�L��

�F�D�O���W�K�R�X�J�K�W�V���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���Z�D�\���Z�H���L�Q�K�D�E�L�W���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���D�Q�G��

�W�K�H���Z�D�\���Z�H���H�Q�J�D�J�H���Z�L�W�K���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O���R�E�M�H�F�W�V��

�1�R�Z�D�G�D�\�V�� �W�K�H �P�D�V�N �F�D�Q �E�H �V�H�H�Q �D�V �W�K�H �X�O�W�L�P�D�W�H �P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O �R�E�M�H�F�W�� �D�Q�G �L�W �L�V 

arguably one of the most widely and frequently used sartorial items: in such 

�D �V�K�R�U�W �W�L�P�H �V�S�D�Q�� �W�K�H �I�D�F�H �P�D�V�N �K�D�V �E�H�F�R�P�H �D �X�E�L�T�X�L�W�R�X�V�� �U�R�X�W�L�Q�H�� �D�Q�G 

enforced wearing practice. If the mask is a medial and prosthetic sartorial 



������ Pandemic Media

�R�E�M�H�F�W�� �S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�Q�J �W�K�H �E�R�G�\ �I�U�R�P �L�Q�V�L�G�H���R�X�W �D�Q�G �D�F�W�L�Q�J �D�V �D �E�D�U�U�L�H�U �D�Q�G �D 

�P�H�D�Q�V �R�I �L�P�P�X�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �L�W �D�O�V�R �P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V �W�K�H �H�[�W�U�H�P�H �I�U�D�J�L�O�L�W�\ �R�I �O�L�I�H�� �L�Q �L�W�V 

�V�R�F�L�D�O �D�Q�G �P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O �V�H�Q�V�H�� �$�V �Y�L�U�D�O �D�V �W�K�H �Y�L�U�X�V �L�W�V�H�O�I�� �W�K�H �P�D�V�N �L�V �Q�R�W �R�Q�O�\ 

�D�Q�D�O�R�J�R�X�V �W�R �F�X�U�U�H�Q�W �P�R�G�H�V �R�I �L�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�Q�J �L�Q �S�X�E�O�L�F �V�S�D�F�H�V �D�Q�G �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�V�� �L�W 

has come to circumscribe and dictate how we occupy and inhabit the world. 

�–�Q�G�H�H�G�� �P�D�V�N�V �R�U�L�H�Q�W �W�K�H �Z�D�\ �Z�H �S�H�U�F�H�L�Y�H �D�Q�G �I�H�H�O �W�K�H �Z�R�U�O�G�� �R�W�K�H�U�V�� �D�Q�G 

�R�X�U�V�H�O�Y�H�V�� �D�Q�G �G�H�4�Q�H���D�•�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\ �D�Q�G �V�R�F�L�D�O�O�\���W�K�H �I�U�D�J�L�O�H �J�O�R�E�D�O �V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q �Z�H 

are experiencing. If the pandemic mask represents a material sign of vigilant 

�S�U�H�F�D�X�W�L�R�Q�� �R�U �4�Q���G�X���P�R�Q�G�H�� �L�W �F�R�Q�F�U�H�W�H�O�\ �U�H�P�L�Q�G�V �X�V �W�K�D�W �E�H�K�L�Q�G �H�Y�H�U�\ �P�D�V�N 

�W�K�H�U�H �L�V �D �W�D�Q�J�L�E�O�H �D�Q�G �I�U�L�D�E�O�H �O�L�I�H �D�Q�G �Z�R�U�O�G �D�W �V�W�D�N�H�� �Z�D�L�W�L�Q�J �W�R �E�H un-masked.

�8�Q�G�R�X�E�W�H�G�O�\�� �W�K�H �Y�L�U�D�O �F�L�U�F�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �P�D�V�N �P�D�N�H�V �X�V �I�D�F�H �D 

�P�\�U�L�D�G �R�I �F�R�P�S�H�O�O�L�Q�J �T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V�� �+�H�U�H�� �– �S�U�R�S�R�V�H �V�R�P�H �E�U�L�H�I �W�K�R�X�J�K�W�V �R�Q �W�K�H 

mask as a sartorial medium and fashion object that seizes and tackles certain 

modalities of alterity.

�–�P�S�R�V�L�Q�J �L�W�V�H�O�I �D�V �W�K�H �P�R�V�W �J�O�R�E�D�O�O�\ �G�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W�L�Y�H �V�D�U�W�R�U�L�D�O �R�E�M�H�F�W�� �W�K�H �I�D�F�H �P�D�V�N 

had already been vividly considered by various fashion designers who—moti -

vated by sociopolitical concerns �� and other inspirations—reimagined and 

worked with this accessory. One relevant example is to be found in a �G�«�4�O�« 

�E�\ �)�U�H�Q�F�K �G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�U �0�D�U�L�Q�H �6�H�U�U�H��2 who dressed her models in masks in order 

for the fashion industry to meditate on the ecological crisis and apocalyptical 

matters.

�7�K�H �V�H�O�I���U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�W�L�D�O �P�D�V�N �K�D�V �Y�H�U�\ �U�D�S�L�G�O�\ �W�U�D�Q�V�F�H�Q�G�H�G �W�K�H �P�H�G�L�F�D�O �4�H�O�G ���D�V 

�Z�H�O�O �D�V �U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V�� �F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O�� �F�X�O�W�X�D�O�� �D�Q�G �P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\ �X�V�H�V�� �D�Q�G �P�L�J�U�D�W�H�G �W�R �W�K�H �4�H�O�G 

�R�I �I�D�V�K�L�R�Q�� �H�Y�H�Q �E�H�F�R�P�L�Q�J �W�K�H �X�O�W�L�P�D�W�H �R�E�M�H�F�W �L�Q �I�D�V�K�L�R�Q �V�L�Q�F�H �L�W �F�R�Q�F�H�Q�W�U�D�W�H�V 

the heart of our contemporaneity. �� The mask is exemplary of what I call a 

�
�W�H�[�W�L�O�H���R�E�M�H�F�W���� �D�Q �R�E�M�H�F�W �Z�K�L�F�K�� �E�\ �D�Q�G �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �L�W�V �Y�H�U�\ �P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�L�W�\�� �W�H�[�W�X�U�H�V 

�W�K�H �Z�D�\ �Z�H �F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W �W�R �R�X�U�V�H�O�Y�H�V�� �W�R �R�W�K�H�U�V�� �D�Q�G �W�R �W�K�H �Z�R�U�O�G�� �7�K�H �W�H�[�W�L�O�H��

�R�E�M�H�F�W �D�Q�L�P�D�W�H�V �W�K�H �E�R�G�\ �L�Q �L�W�V �S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O �D�Q�G �U�H�5�H�[�L�Y�H �J�H�V�W�X�U�H�V�� �7�K�H �W�H�[�W�L�O�H��

�R�E�M�H�F�W �L�V �V�L�P�X�O�W�D�Q�H�R�X�V�O�\ �P�D�W�W�H�U �D�Q�G �W�H�[�W�� �L�W �L�V �W�K�H �P�H�G�L�X�P �W�K�D�W �R�Q�H �Z�H�D�U�V �D�Q�G 

�K�D�Q�G�O�H�V�� �E�X�W �D�O�V�R �W�K�D�W �R�Q�H �U�H�5�H�F�W�V �R�Q �D�Q�G �F�R�Q�W�H�P�S�O�D�W�H�V�� �:�K�D�W �L�V �P�R�U�H�� �W�K�H 

�W�H�[�W�L�O�H���R�E�M�H�F�W �W�U�D�F�H�V �L�Q �L�W�V �Z�H�I�W �Z�K�D�W �K�D�S�S�H�Q�V �K�H�U�H �D�Q�G �Q�R�Z�� �D�Q�G �D�O�V�R �V�H�U�Y�H�V �D�V 

a memory-object as it holds the imprint of the event.

�)�U�R�P �D�Q �K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O �D�Q�G �V�R�F�L�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O �S�R�L�Q�W �R�I �Y�L�H�Z�� �P�D�Q�\ �F�O�R�W�K�H�V �D�Q�G �D�F�F�H�V-

�V�R�U�L�H�V �K�D�Y�H �E�H�H�Q �F�R�Q�F�H�L�Y�H�G �W�R �S�U�R�W�H�F�W �W�K�H �V�H�O�I �I�U�R�P �R�W�K�H�U�V�� �W�R �W�D�N�H �G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H 

�I�U�R�P �W�K�H�P�� �R�U �W�R �H�[�W�U�D�F�W �R�Q�H�V�H�O�I �I�U�R�P �W�K�H �P�X�Q�G�D�Q�H��4 In the context of the 

��	 �6�H�H �&�R�U�L�Q�Q�H �-�H�D�P�P�H�W���V �R�Q�O�L�Q�H �D�U�W�L�F�O�H�� �
�6�H�S�W �F�U�«�D�W�H�X�U�V �G�H �P�R�G�H �H�[�S�O�L�T�X�H�Q�W �O�H�V �U�D�L�V�R�Q�V 

�T�X�L �O�H�V �R�Q�W �S�R�X�V�V�«�V �¢ �L�P�D�J�L�Q�H�U �G�H�V �P�D�V�T�X�H�V�� �E�L�H�Q �D�Y�D�Q�W �O�D �S�D�Q�G�«�P�L�H �G�X �&�R�Y�L�G���„�Œ�� ���…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� 

��	 �+�H�U �$�X�W�X�P�Q���:�L�Q�W�H�U �…�ƒ�…�ƒ���…�ƒ�…�„ �F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q �Z�D�V �S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G �G�X�U�L�Q�J �W�K�H �I�D�V�K�L�R�Q �Z�H�H�N �L�Q �3�D�U�L�V 

�L�Q �)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\ �…�ƒ�…�ƒ��

��	 �6�H�H�� �I�R�U �H�[�D�P�S�O�H�� �*�L�R�U�J�L�R �$�J�D�P�E�H�Q���V �H�V�V�D�\�� �
 �:�K�D�W �–�V �W�K�H �&�R�Q�W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�\�" �� ���…�ƒ�ƒ�Œ����

��	 �/�H�W �X�V �W�K�L�Q�N�� �D�W �O�H�D�V�W �L�Q �W�K�H �K�L�V�W�R�U�\ �R�I �Z�H�V�W�H�U�Q �I�D�V�K�L�R�Q�� �R�I �W�K�H �F�U�L�Q�R�O�L�Q�H�� �K�D�W�V�� �D�Q�G �Y�H�L�O�V �I�R�U 

�Z�R�P�H�Q�� �R�U �D�U�P�R�U �D�Q�G �G�R�X�E�O�H�W�V �I�R�U �P�H�Q�� �– �Z�R�X�O�G �O�L�N�H �K�H�U�H �W�R �W�K�D�Q�N �6�R�S�K�L�H �.�X�U�N�G�M�L�D�Q �I�R�U 



������

�S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F�� �K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�� �W�K�H �P�D�V�N �U�H�Y�H�D�O�V �W�K�H �S�H�U�V�L�V�W�H�Q�W�� �X�Q�G�H�Q�L�D�E�O�H�� �D�Q�G �V�W�U�L�N�L�Q�J 

�I�U�R�Q�W�D�O�L�W�\ �R�I �W�K�H �2�W�K�H�U�� �7�K�L�V �D�F�F�H�V�V�R�U�\�� �D�V �L�W �L�V �Q�R�Z �U�H�S�H�W�L�W�L�Y�H�O�\ �V�W�U�H�V�V�H�G�� �L�V �Q�R�W 

only protecting the self from an epidemiological and invisible entity but also 

protecting others: it is protecting the lives of those we don’t know and who do 

�Q�R�W �E�H�O�R�Q�J �W�R �R�X�U �I�D�P�L�O�L�D�U �D�Q�G �G�R�P�H�V�W�L�F �4�H�O�G�V �R�I �Y�L�V�L�R�Q�� �7�K�H �P�D�V�N �L�V ���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J 

a Levinassian �� line of thought) both proximity and distance. It is not the prox -

�L�P�L�W�\ �D�N�L�Q �W�R �W�K�H �W�D�Q�J�L�E�O�H �U�L�V�N �R�I �F�R�Q�W�D�J�L�R�Q�� �E�X�W �W�K�H �L�Q�H�O�X�F�W�D�E�O�H �F�R�Q�I�U�R�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q 

�Z�L�W�K �W�K�H �2�W�K�H�U�� �H�Y�H�Q �L�Q �W�K�H �P�R�V�W �Y�D�F�X�R�X�V �D�Q�G �X�Q�H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G �V�S�D�F�H�V�� �6�X�F�K �S�U�R�[-

�L�P�L�W�\ �L�V �W�K�X�V �Q�R�W �W�R �E�H �X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�R�R�G �L�Q �W�H�U�P�V �R�I �S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O �G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�L�Q�J�� �E�X�W�� �R�Q �W�K�H 

�F�R�Q�W�U�D�U�\�� �L�W �L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H�V �W�K�H �V�R�F�L�D�O �S�U�R�[�L�P�L�W�\ �R�I �D�Q �2�W�K�H�U �Z�K�R �L�V �D�O�Z�D�\�V �D�O�U�H�D�G�\ 

distant because the Other is not mastered or appropriated. Wearing a mask 

is more than an empathic gesture because empathy is always conditioned 

and generated by a certain sense of knowledge and delineation beforehand. 

�(�P�S�D�W�K�\ �V�W�L�O�O �U�H�O�L�H�V �R�Q �S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H�V �R�I �U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�W�L�R�Q ���R�I �F�H�U�W�D�L�Q �I�D�P�L�O�L�D�U �V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�V���� 

�R�I �F�K�R�L�F�H �D�Q�G �G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G �R�Q �S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O �L�G�H�Q�W�L�4�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �Z�K�H�U�H�L�Q �W�K�H �2�W�K�H�U �L�V 

�Q�R�W �S�H�U�F�H�L�Y�H�G �L�Q �L�W�V �R�W�K�H�U�Q�H�V�V �E�X�W �D�V �D�Q �
�D�O�W�H�U �H�J�R���� �:�H�D�U�L�Q�J �D �P�D�V�N �G�R�H�V �Q�R�W 

�W�U�D�Q�V�O�D�W�H �W�R �D �
�J�R�R�G �F�R�Q�V�F�L�H�Q�F�H���� �E�X�W �L�W �G�L�V�W�X�U�E�V �W�K�H �F�R�P�I�R�U�W�D�E�O�H �D�Q�G �F�R�Q-

�W�H�Q�G�H�G �6�H�O�I�� �7�K�H �P�D�V�N �L�V �H�[�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q �W�R �W�K�H �P�R�V�W �X�Q�H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G�� �I�R�U�W�X�L�W�R�X�V�� �R�U 

�H�Q�L�J�P�D�W�L�F �H�Q�F�R�X�Q�W�H�U�� �–�Q �W�K�D�W �V�H�Q�V�H�� �W�K�H �P�D�V�N �L�V �P�R�U�H �W�K�D�Q �D �V�L�J�Q�D�O �R�I �F�L�Y�L�O�L�W�\�� 

�V�R�O�L�G�D�U�L�W�\�� �R�U �E�H�Q�H�Y�R�O�H�Q�F�H �E�H�F�D�X�V�H �W�K�H �P�D�V�N �F�D�Q �D�O�Z�D�\�V �E�H �F�R�Q�I�U�R�Q�W�H�G �Z�L�W�K �D 

�U�D�G�L�F�D�O �2�W�K�H�U�� �Z�K�R �Z�L�O�O �F�U�R�V�V �R�X�U �Z�D�\ �D�Q�G �Z�L�O�O �E�U�H�D�N �W�K�H �U�X�O�H�V �R�I �W�K�H �F�R�Q�V�H�Q�V�X�D�O 

come-and-go. The mask makes us invisible (without hiding us) while opening 

up a new type of anonymity. It is therefore crucial that beyond the primary 

�V�D�Q�L�W�D�U�\ �I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q �R�I �W�K�H �P�D�V�N�� �D �Q�R�Q���V�H�U�L�D�O �D�Q�R�Q�\�P�L�W�\ �H�P�H�U�J�H�V�� �–�Q �R�W�K�H�U 

�Z�R�U�G�V�� �W�K�H �P�D�V�N �V�K�R�X�O�G �Q�R�W �W�X�U�Q �W�K�L�V �Q�R�Q���Y�L�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\ �L�Q�W�R �P�H�U�H �V�W�D�W�L�V�W�L�F�D�O �G�D�W�D�� 

which are controllable and which de-singularize. 

�:�L�W�K�L�Q �W�K�H �V�S�H�F�L�4�F �U�H�D�O�P �R�I �I�D�V�K�L�R�Q�� �Z�K�H�U�H �W�K�H �P�D�V�N �K�D�V �V�R �T�X�L�F�N�O�\ �I�R�X�Q�G �L�W�V 

�S�H�U�I�H�F�W �K�R�V�W �D�Q�G �P�D�U�N�H�W�� �V�X�F�K �D�Q �D�F�F�H�V�V�R�U�\ �F�R�Q�G�H�Q�V�H�V �
stylish �V�R�O�L�G�D�U�L�W�\���� �F�D�S-

�L�W�D�O�L�V�W �R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�V�P�� �D�Q�G �G�L�V�J�X�L�V�H�G �Z�D�U�L�Q�H�V�V�� �%�X�W �L�I �I�D�V�K�L�R�Q �L�V �H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O�O�\ �W�R �E�H 

�X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�R�R�G �D�V �W�K�H �P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �W�K�H �6�H�O�I�� �L�W �L�V �D�O�V�R �Z�K�H�U�H �W�K�H �U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S 

�Z�L�W�K �R�W�K�H�U�V �D�Q�G �W�K�H �
�R�X�W�V�L�G�H�� �E�H�F�R�P�H�V �W�K�H �P�R�V�W �D�S�S�D�U�H�Q�W�� �:�K�D�W �L�V �P�R�U�H�� �W�K�H 

�P�D�V�N �H�S�L�W�R�P�L�]�H�V �W�K�H �
�R�W�K�H�U�� �R�I �I�D�V�K�L�R�Q�� �V�L�Q�F�H �L�W �L�P�S�O�L�F�L�W�O�\ �D�F�W�V �D�V �W�K�H �P�D�J�Q�L�I�\-

�L�Q�J �J�O�D�V�V�� �U�H�Y�H�D�O�L�Q�J �K�R�Z �P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O �R�E�M�H�F�W�V���Y�D�O�X�D�E�O�H �R�U �I�X�W�L�O�H���D�U�H �V�R�P�H�K�R�Z 

necessary for accompanying the unpredictable and singular encounters of 

�O�L�I�H�� �1�R�W �V�X�F�K �D �O�R�Q�J �W�L�P�H �D�J�R �W�K�H �P�D�V�N �Z�D�V �F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G �V�X�V�S�L�F�L�R�X�V�� �R�•�H�Q�V�L�Y�H�� 

�D�Q�G �V�\�Q�R�Q�\�P�R�X�V �Z�L�W�K �L�G�H�Q�W�L�W�D�U�L�D�Q �F�O�R�V�X�U�H�� �D�W �O�H�D�V�W �L�Q �W�K�H �Z�H�V�W�H�U�Q �S�D�U�W �R�I �W�K�H 

�Z�R�U�O�G�� �:�K�L�O�H �D�O�W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U �D �P�D�U�N�H�U �R�I �D�Q�[�L�H�W�\�� �S�U�H�F�D�X�W�L�R�Q�� �G�L�V�F�L�S�O�L�Q�H�� �D�Q�G �R�E�H�G�L-

�H�Q�F�H�� �L�W �K�D�V �E�H�F�R�P�H�� �Z�L�W�K�R�X�W �L�U�R�Q�\�� �W�K�H �P�R�V�W �L�Q�G�L�V�S�H�Q�V�D�E�O�H���I�D�V�K�L�R�Q�D�E�O�H��

accessory of the season. But might it also simply become the most tangible 

her helpful addition on this.

��	 �+�H�U�H �– �D�P �L�Q�G�H�E�W�H�G �W�R �W�K�H �H�W�K�L�F�D�O �W�K�L�Q�N�L�Q�J �R�I �(�P�P�D�Q�X�H�O �/�H�Y�L�Q�D�V�� �V�X�F�K �D�V �L�Q �K�L�V �V�H�P�L�Q�D�O 

works �7�R�W�D�O�L�W�«���H�W���–�Q�4�Q�L�����(�V�V�D�L���V�X�U���O���H�[�W�«�U�L�R�U�L�W�« ���„�Œ�‰�„�� �D�Q�G �$�X�W�U�H�P�H�Q�W���T�X���¬�W�U�H���R�X���D�X���G�H�O�¢���G�H��

l’essence ���„�Œ�Š�‡����



������ Pandemic Media

�D�F�F�H�V�V�R�U�\ �R�I �D�O�W�H�U�L�W�\�" �&�R�X�O�G �Z�H �F�R�Q�F�H�L�Y�H �R�I �W�K�H �P�D�V�N �D�V �X�U�J�H�Q�F�\ �Z�L�W�K�R�X�W �I�H�D�U�� 

as solidarity without moralism? The mask is the textile-object that says: “we 

�D�U�H �D�•�H�F�W�H�G �E�\ �Z�K�D�W �L�V �W�R �F�R�P�H����

The mask indicates that we are no longer in control of the living. The physical 

�E�R�G�\ �L�V �W�R �E�H �S�U�R�W�H�F�W�H�G �D�Q�G �V�K�L�H�O�G�H�G �E�\ �W�K�H �P�D�V�N �L�Q �R�U�G�H�U �W�R �G�H�I�\ �L�Q�I�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� 

�D�Q�G �D�O�V�R �W�R �I�D�F�H �D�Q�G �F�R�Q�I�U�R�Q�W �W�K�H �V�R�F�L�D�O �E�R�G�\ �L�Q �D �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W �Z�D�\�� �7�K�H �V�H�H�P�L�Q�J�O�\ 

trivial and unsophisticated object has suddenly become critical as it stands 

for our being-together and our relationship to the living. At once iconographic 

�R�I �I�H�D�U �D�Q�G �K�R�S�H�� �W�K�H �P�D�V�N �L�V �H�[�W�U�D���R�U�G�L�Q�D�U�\ �E�H�F�D�X�V�H �L�W �F�R�Q�V�W�D�Q�W�O�\ �U�H�P�L�Q�G�V �X�V 

that we are living through unprecedented moments in time. It is ordinary and 

always already prosthetic as it imposes on us a matter of indispensability. It is 

�V�L�P�L�O�D�U�O�\ �E�D�Q�D�O �D�Q�G �H�[�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �F�R�P�P�R�Q �D�Q�G �V�X�E�Y�H�U�V�L�Y�H�� �W�\�S�L�F�D�O �D�Q�G �D�W�\�S�L�F�D�O�� 

Drawing some ethical thoughts from the pandemic mask does not exclude the 

�L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W �I�D�F�W �W�K�D�W�� �D�V �6�R�Q�F�X�O �D�Q�G �3�D�U�L�N�N�D ���…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �F�R�Q�Y�L�Q�F�L�Q�J�O�\ �H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�� �
�>�I �@�U�R�P 

�J�D�V �P�D�V�N�V �W�R �V�X�U�J�L�F�D�O �P�D�V�N�V�� �W�K�H �F�R�Y�H�U�H�G �P�R�X�W�K �D�Q�G �Q�R�V�H �K�D�V �E�H�F�R�P�H �D �V�L�J�Q 

�R�I �D�•�H�F�W�H�G �E�R�G�L�H�V�� �W�K�D�W �D�U�H �U�H�J�X�O�D�W�H�G �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�O�\�� �F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O�O�\�� �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O�O�\��

�7�K�H �P�D�V�N �L�V �D �U�H�J�X�O�D�W�R�U�\ �G�H�Y�L�F�H �D�W �W�K�H �W�K�U�H�V�K�R�O�G �R�I �Z�D�U�� �L�O�O�Q�H�V�V�� �W�K�H �F�O�L�Q�L�F�� 

�E�H�O�L�H�I �D�Q�G �R�W�K�H�U �V�S�D�W�L�D�O�� �W�H�P�S�R�U�D�O�� �D�Q�G �H�S�L�V�W�H�P�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O �D�U�U�D�Q�J�H�P�H�Q�W�V 

where a body changes its status based on the mask one wears. … The 

martial and the clinical do not only relate to each other on a symbolic level 

�E�X�W �D�O�V�R �D�S�S�U�R�[�L�P�D�W�H �S�U�R�F�H�G�X�U�D�O�O�\�� �K�R�Z �W�K�H �E�R�G�\ �L�V �S�U�R�W�H�F�W�H�G�� �H�[�S�R�V�H�G�� 

regulated in a hostile environment.

Therefore it seems even more decisive to rethink and to reinvest in—beyond 

the urgent necessity of elaborating alternative and viable socio-political 

�F�R�Q�4�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���H�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�O �D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�H�V �R�I �D�O�W�H�U�L�W�\�� �D�Q�G �W�R �E�U�L�Q�J �W�K�H�V�H �L�Q �F�O�R�V�H 

relation to everyday objects through which expressions and manifestations of 

�Y�X�O�Q�H�U�D�E�L�O�L�W�\ �G�R �Q�R�W �H�Q�J�H�Q�G�H�U �R�U �F�R�Q�V�R�O�L�G�D�W�H �I�R�U�P�V �R�I �
�F�R���P�R�U�E�L�G�L�W�\���� �V�X�F�K �D�V 

�W�K�H �M�X�[�W�D�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q �R�I �
�W�K�H �Y�L�U�X�V �D�Q�G �U�D�F�L�V�P�� ���5�R�Q�H�O�O �…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� �7�K�H �V�R�F�L�D�O �U�H�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q 

that the coronavirus has brought about forces us to engage seriously with crit -

ical modes of decolonizing our habits and senses of living. If the world seems 

�R�U�J�D�Q�L�F�D�O�O�\ �D�Q�G �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O�O�\ �G�L�V�F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�H�G �Z�K�L�O�H �L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J�O�\ �G�L�J�L�W�D�O�O�\ �F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�H�G�� 

�L�W �D�S�S�H�D�U�V �F�R�Q�5�D�W�H�G�� �U�H�5�H�F�W�L�Q�J �W�K�H �I�D�F�W �W�K�D�W �H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J �L�V �V�R �F�O�R�V�H�O�\ �O�L�Q�N�H�G�� 

�V�X�F�K �D�V�� �I�R�U �H�[�D�P�S�O�H�� �
�H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O �U�D�F�L�V�P����6 �L�Q �Z�K�L�F�K �H�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�� �P�H�G�L�F�D�O�� 

�D�Q�G �V�R�F�L�D�O �H�[�F�O�X�V�L�R�Q �F�D�Q �Q�R �O�R�Q�J�H�U �E�H �D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�H�G �V�H�S�D�U�D�W�H�O�\�� �–�Q �W�K�D�W �U�H�V�S�H�F�W�� 

�D�Q�G �X�Q�V�X�U�S�U�L�V�L�Q�J�O�\�� �W�K�H �P�D�V�N �G�R�H�V �Q�R�W �V�R�O�H�O�\ �V�\�P�E�R�O�L�]�H �W�K�H �J�O�R�E�D�O �L�Q�Y�D�V�L�R�Q �R�I 

the virus but also numerous invading paradigms of exclusion for which “Black 

��	 �7�K�L�V �W�H�U�P�� �F�R�L�Q�H�G �E�\ �$�I�U�L�F�D�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q �F�L�Y�L�O �U�L�J�K�W�V �O�H�D�G�H�U �%�H�Q�M�D�P�L�Q �&�K�D�Y�L�V ���L�Q �„�Œ�‹�„���� �U�H�I�H�U�V 

�W�R �W�K�H �Z�D�\�V �W�K�D�W �Z�D�V�W�H�� �S�R�O�O�X�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G �W�K�H �F�O�L�P�D�W�H �F�U�L�V�L�V �G�L�V�S�U�R�S�R�U�W�L�R�Q�D�W�H�O�\ �L�P�S�D�F�W �%�O�D�F�N 

�S�H�R�S�O�H�� �L�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V �S�H�R�S�O�H�� �D�Q�G �R�W�K�H�U �S�H�R�S�O�H �R�I �F�R�O�R�U�� �$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J �W�R �K�L�P�� �W�K�H�U�H �L�V �D �G�L�U�H�F�W 

�F�R�U�U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �U�D�F�L�D�O �G�H�P�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�F�V �D�Q�G �W�R�[�L�F �Z�D�V�W�H �O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �U�D�F�L�D�O �V�H�J�U�H�J�D�W�L�R�Q�� 

and land use policies.



������

�/�L�Y�H�V�� �D�Q�G �
�R�W�K�H�U���� �D�•�H�F�W�H�G �E�R�G�L�H�V�� �I�R�U �L�Q�V�W�D�Q�F�H�� �D�U�H �G�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\ �U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D-

�W�L�Y�H �D�Q�G �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H�� �U�H�T�X�L�U�H �F�U�X�F�L�D�O �D�Q�G �D�F�W�L�Y�H �H�W�K�L�F�D�O���R�U�L�H�Q�W�H�G �U�H�5�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V��

If my reading of the mask is guided by some central motifs at the heart of the 

�H�W�K�L�F�D�O �P�H�W�D�S�K�\�V�L�F�V �R�I �/�H�Y�L�Q�D�V�� �W�K�H�U�H �D�U�H �F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�O�\ �I�X�U�W�K�H�U �S�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H�V �W�K�D�W 

�R�•�H�U �Z�D�\�V �W�R �G�H�E�X�Q�N �V�W�D�Q�F�H�V �R�I �V�X�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\ �D�Q�G �D�O�W�H�U�L�W�\�� �D�Q�G �W�R �R�Y�H�U�F�R�P�H �D�Q�G 

�U�H�V�L�V�W �W�K�H �L�G�H�D �W�K�D�W �W�K�H �P�D�V�N �F�R�Q�M�X�U�H�V �W�K�H �H�Q�G �R�I �V�R�F�L�D�O�L�W�\�� �)�R�U �L�Q�V�W�D�Q�F�H�� �/�X�N�£�# 

�/�L�N�D�Y�Ï�D�Q �V�W�D�W�H�V�� 

�%�\�b�Z�H�D�U�L�Q�J �D�b�I�D�F�H �P�D�V�N�� �\�R�X �S�X�E�O�L�F�O�\ �D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H �W�K�D�W �W�K�H �F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I�b�\�R�X�U 

�H�[�L�V�W�H�Q�F�H �G�R�b�Q�R�W �H�Q�G �D�W�b�W�K�H �W�L�S �R�I�b�\�R�X�U �Q�R�V�H�� �� �)�D�F�H �P�D�V�N�V �G�R�b�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L-

�F�D�W�H �W�K�D�W �\�R�X �S�R�V�H �V�R�P�H �O�L�P�L�W�V �W�R�b�\�R�X�U�V�H�O�I�� �Z�H�D�U�L�Q�J �D�b�I�D�F�H �P�D�V�N �L�V�b�D�b�F�X�O-

�W�X�U�D�O �E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U �W�K�D�W �P�D�N�H�V �Y�X�O�Q�H�U�D�E�L�O�L�W�\ �V�R�F�L�D�O�O�\ �D�F�F�H�S�W�D�E�O�H�� �2�Q�F�H �Z�H�b�D�U�H 

�K�H�U�H�� �Z�H�b�F�D�Q �R�S�H�Q �Y�L�Y�L�G �G�H�E�D�W�H�V �R�Q�b�K�R�Z �W�R�b�E�X�L�O�G �D�Q�b�H�W�K�L�F�D�O �I�U�D�P�H�Z�R�U�N 

�D�U�R�X�Q�G �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�V �R�I�b�Y�X�O�Q�H�U�D�E�L�O�L�W�\�� �I�U�R�P �W�K�H �V�W�D�Q�G�S�R�L�Q�W �R�I�b�W�K�H �Q�R�Q���R�S�S�U�H�V-

�V�L�Y�H �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�D�Q�F�H �R�I�b�E�R�G�L�H�V �Z�H�b�Q�H�H�G�� ���…�ƒ�…�ƒ��

More than a pervasive and over-depicted item in the public and media 

�V�S�K�H�U�H��8 �W�K�H �P�D�V�N �L�W�V�H�O�I �E�H�F�R�P�H�V �W�K�H �I�R�F�D�O �P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O �R�E�M�H�F�W�� �H�Q�D�E�O�L�Q�J �E�R�W�K 

�S�U�R�[�L�P�L�W�\ �D�Q�G �G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�� �–�W �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W�L�D�W�H�V �D�Q�G �F�O�R�V�H�V �R�•�� �E�X�W �D�O�V�R �R�U�L�H�Q�W�V �D�Q�G 

�L�Q�W�U�L�J�X�H�V�� �7�K�H �I�D�F�H �P�D�V�N �L�V �V�L�P�X�O�W�D�Q�H�R�X�V�O�\ �
�O�R�R�N �D�W �P�H���� �
�O�R�R�N �D�W �R�W�K�H�U�V���� �
�O�R�R�N 

�D�W �X�V���� �D�Q�G �
�O�R�R�N �D�W �W�K�H �Z�R�U�O�G �Z�H �O�L�Y�H �L�Q���� �$�V �D �Z�H�D�U�D�E�O�H �D�Q�G �J�O�R�E�D�O �W�H�[�W�L�O�H��

�R�E�M�H�F�W�� �W�K�H �P�D�V�N �V�L�J�Q�D�O�V �W�K�H �L�Q�H�[�W�U�L�F�D�E�O�H �F�O�R�V�H �O�L�Q�N �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �L�Q�W�L�P�D�F�\ �D�Q�G 

�S�X�E�O�L�F�L�W�\�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �G�L�V�J�X�L�V�H �D�Q�G �G�L�V�F�O�R�V�X�U�H�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �V�X�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\ �D�Q�G �H�[�W�H�U�L�R�U-

�L�W�\�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �L�Q �D�Q�G �R�X�W��

�6�X�F�K �D�Q �L�G�H�Q�W�L�4�D�E�O�H �D�Q�G �L�F�R�Q�L�F �P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O �R�E�M�H�F�W �I�R�U�F�H�V �X�V �W�R �U�H�F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U �W�K�H 

contours of our social ethos. The mask crystallizes the frontality of otherness 

�D�Q�G�� �D�V �D �P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O �R�E�M�H�F�W �L�W�V�H�O�I�� �D�O�V�R �L�Q�Y�L�W�H�V �X�V �W�R �L�Q�I�X�V�H �I�X�Q�G�D�P�H�Q�W�D�O �H�W�K�L�F�D�O 

�W�K�R�X�J�K�W �L�Q �W�K�H �Z�D�\ �Z�H �S�U�R�G�X�F�H�� �K�D�Q�G�O�H�� �D�Q�G �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H �P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O �R�E�M�H�F�W�V �L�Q 

�W�K�H �4�U�V�W �S�O�D�F�H�� �$�O�W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U�� �W�K�H �P�D�V�N �L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H�V �W�K�H �I�U�D�J�L�O�L�W�\ �R�I �W�K�H �R�E�M�H�F�W �L�Q �L�W�V 

�F�X�U�U�H�Q�W �K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O �F�R�Q�W�H�[�W�� �W�K�H �I�U�D�J�L�O�L�W�\ �R�I �W�K�H �V�\�V�W�H�P�V �W�K�D�W �I�D�E�U�L�F�D�W�H �D�Q�G �G�L�V-

�V�H�P�L�Q�D�W�H �W�K�H�P�� �D�V �Z�H�O�O �D�V �W�K�H �I�U�D�J�L�O�L�W�\ �R�I �O�L�I�H�� �Z�K�L�F�K �L�V �G�H�H�P�H�G �W�R �E�H �S�U�R�W�H�F�W�H�G 

�D�Q�G �U�H�L�Q�Y�H�Q�W�H�G�� �%�H �L�W �W�D�N�H�Q �L�Q �D �V�R�F�L�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�� �F�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U�L�V�W�� �R�U �V�\�P�E�R�O�L�F �U�H�J�L�V�W�H�U�� 

�W�K�H �P�D�V�N �L�V �D �W�H�[�W�L�O�H���R�E�M�H�F�W �W�K�D�W �F�R�Q�F�U�H�W�L�]�H�V �W�K�H �W�L�P�H �Z�H �D�U�H �F�D�X�J�K�W �L�Q�� �L�Q �L�W�V 

material and social sense. Even if the mask hinders us from fully recognizing 

�R�Q�H �D�Q�R�W�K�H�U�� �L�W �Q�H�Y�H�U�W�K�H�O�H�V�V �U�H�Y�H�D�O�V �D �F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Y�H �V�L�Q�J�X�O�D�U�L�W�\ �D�Q�G �W�K�H �Y�X�O�Q�H�U�D�E�O�H 

living. The virus does not limit itself to infection or to its media representation 

and propagation because it already lies at the heart of the object while bring -

�L�Q�J �X�V �V�R �F�O�R�V�H �W�R �D �Q�R�Q���Y�L�U�W�X�D�O�� �O�D�U�J�H�U�� �D�Q�G �S�U�H�V�V�L�Q�J �U�H�D�O�L�W�\�� �:�K�D�W �L�V �W�K�H �I�X�W�X�U�H 

��	 �–�Q �D �F�R�P�S�D�U�D�E�O�H �Y�H�L�Q�� �6�R�Q�F�X�O �D�Q�G �3�D�U�L�N�N�D ���…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �S�R�L�Q�W �W�R �
�W�K�H �V�W�L�J�P�D�W�L�V�D�W�L�R�Q �Y�L�D �S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O�� 

visual cues such as masks builds up in relation to already existing racist infrastructures 

�R�I �H�P�R�W�L�R�Q �D�Q�G �D�•�H�F�W����

8	 One could also further and closely analyze and distinguish the various media instances 

�D�Q�G �G�H�S�L�F�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �P�D�V�N ���V�X�F�K �D�V �L�Q �Q�H�Z�V �D�Q�G �V�R�F�L�D�O �P�H�G�L�D�� �L�Q �L�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�D�O 

�P�H�G�L�D �D�Q�G �S�X�E�O�L�F �D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�P�H�Q�W�V�� �D�V �Z�H�O�O �D�V �R�Q �U�H�W�D�L�O �Z�H�E�V�L�W�H�V����
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�R�I �W�K�L�V �P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O �R�E�M�H�F�W �W�K�D�W �Z�L�O�O �W�D�N�H �U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�F�H �R�Q �R�X�U �I�D�F�H�V�� �D�Q�G �Z�L�O�O �O�R�G�J�H �L�W�V�H�O�I 

�L�Q �R�X�U �S�R�F�N�H�W�V�� �E�D�J�V�� �D�Q�G �G�U�D�Z�H�U�V�� �U�H�D�G�\ �W�R �
�Y�L�W�D�O�L�]�H�� �D�Q�G �D�U�P �W�K�H �D�•�H�F�W�H�G 

body at any moment?

�–�Q �P�L�J�U�D�W�L�Q�J �I�U�R�P �W�K�H �V�X�U�J�L�F�D�O �U�H�D�O�P �W�R �W�K�H �I�D�V�K�L�R�Q �D�Q�G �H�Y�H�U�\�G�D�\ �U�H�D�O�P�� �W�K�H 

mask does not obliterate the distress that it refers to: it discloses a wider and 

�P�R�U�H �F�R�P�S�O�H�[ �4�H�O�G���W�K�D�W �R�I �W�K�H �H�[�K�D�X�V�W�H�G �O�L�Y�L�Q�J �Z�D�L�W�L�Q�J �W�R �E�H �X�Q���P�D�V�N�H�G��

�5�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V

�$�J�D�P�E�H�Q�� �*�L�R�U�J�L�R�� �…�ƒ�ƒ�Œ�� �
 �:�K�D�W �–�V �W�K�H �&�R�Q�W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�\�"���b�–�Q What is an Apparatus? and Other Essays�� 

�W�U�D�Q�V�O�D�W�H�G �E�\ �'�D�Y�L�G �.�L�V�K�L�N �D�Q�G �6�W�H�I�D�Q �3�H�G�D�W�H�O�O�D�� �†�Œ���ˆ�‡�� �6�W�D�Q�I�R�U�G�� �&�$�� �6�W�D�Q�I�R�U�G �8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\ 

Press.

�-�H�D�P�P�H�W�� �&�R�U�L�Q�Q�H�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �
�6�H�S�W �F�U�«�D�W�H�X�U�V �G�H �P�R�G�H �H�[�S�O�L�T�X�H�Q�W �O�H�V �U�D�L�V�R�Q�V �T�X�L �O�H�V �R�Q�W �S�R�X�V�V�«�V 

�¢ �L�P�D�J�L�Q�H�U �G�H�V �P�D�V�T�X�H�V�� �E�L�H�Q �D�Y�D�Q�W �O�D �S�D�Q�G�«�P�L�H �G�X �&�R�Y�L�G���„�Œ���� Franceinfo.fr�� �/�D�V�W �0�R�G�L�4�H�G 

�$�S�U�L�O �…�Š�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���I�U�D�Q�F�H�W�Y�L�Q�I�R���I�U���F�X�O�W�X�U�H���P�R�G�H���I�D�V�K�L�R�Q���Z�H�H�N���H�Q���L�P�D�J�H�V���V�H�S�W���F�U�H-

ateurs-de-mode-expliquent-les-raisons-qui-les-ont-pousses-a-imaginer-des-masques-bien-

�D�Y�D�Q�W���O�D���S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�H���G�H���F�R�Y�L�G���„�Œ�B�†�Œ�†�ƒ�‡�†�ˆ���K�W�P�O��

�/�H�Y�L�Q�D�V�� �(�P�P�D�Q�X�H�O�� �„�Œ�Œ�‡ �>�„�Œ�‰�„�@�� �7�R�W�D�O�L�W�«���H�W���–�Q�4�Q�L�����(�V�V�D�L���V�X�U���O���H�[�W�«�U�L�R�U�L�W�«. Paris: Le Livre de Poche. 

[ �7�R�W�D�O�L�W�\���D�Q�G���–�Q�4�Q�L�W�\�b�����$�Q���(�V�V�D�\���R�Q���(�[�W�H�U�L�R�U�L�W�\�� �W�U�D�Q�V�� �$�O�I�R�Q�V�R �/�L�Q�J�L�V�� �3�L�W�W�V�E�X�U�J�K�� �'�X�T�X�H�V�Q�H 

�8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\ �3�U�H�V�V�� �„�Œ�‰�Œ���@

�� �� ��   �� �„�Œ�Œ�‰ �>�„�Œ�Š�‡�@�� �$�X�W�U�H�P�H�Q�W���T�X���¬�W�U�H���R�X���D�X���G�H�O�¢���G�H���O���H�V�V�H�Q�F�H. Paris: Le Livre de Poche. [Otherwise 

than Being or Beyond Essence�� �W�U�D�Q�V�� �$�O�I�R�Q�V�R �/�L�Q�J�L�V�� �'�R�U�G�U�H�F�K�W�� �.�O�X�Z�H�U �$�F�D�G�H�P�L�F �3�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�U�V�� 

�„�Œ�Œ�„���@

�/�L�N�D�Y�Ï�D�Q�� �/�X�N�£�#�� �L�Q �G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q �Z�L�W�K �6�R�4�D �–�U�H�Q�H�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �
�)�D�F�H �0�D�V�N�V �D�Q�G �W�K�H �3�R�O�L�W�L�F�V �R�I 

�9�X�O�Q�H�U�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���� Strelka Mag�� �$�F�F�H�V�V�H�G �-�X�Q�H �„�…�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �K�W�W�S�V�������V�W�U�H�O�N�D�P�D�J���F�R�P���H�Q���D�U�W�L�F�O�H��

face-masks-and-politics-of-vulnerability.

�5�R�Q�H�O�O�� �$�Y�L�W�D�O�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �
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�H�S�L�V�R�G�H���Œ����

�6�R�Q�F�X�O�� �<�L�á�L�W�� �D�Q�G �-�X�V�V�L �3�D�U�L�N�N�D�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �
�0�D�V�N�V�� �7�K�H �)�D�F�H �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �%�R�G�L�H�V �D�Q�G �1�H�W�Z�R�U�N�V����  

Paletten: Art Journal�� �$�F�F�H�V�V�H�G �-�X�Q�H �„�…�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �K�W�W�S�V�������S�D�O�H�W�W�H�Q���Q�H�W���M�R�X�U�Q�D�O���P�D�V�N�V�� 

between-bodies-and-networks.  
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�0�D�U�H�N���-�D�Q�F�R�Y�L�F

�7�K�L�V���H�V�V�D�\���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�V���P�\���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���S�D�Q��

�G�H�P�L�F���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�U�H�H���L�Q�F�R�Q�V�S�L�F�X�R�X�V���R�E�M�H�F�W�V���W�K�D�W���L�W���K�D�V��

�G�U�L�Y�H�Q���L�Q�W�R���D���Q�H�Z���Y�L�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\�����$�V���$�P�V�W�H�U�G�D�P���J�U�D�S�S�O�H�G��

�Z�L�W�K���&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ�����J�O�D�V�V�����D�G�K�H�V�L�Y�H���W�D�S�H�����D�Q�G���E�R�R�P���P�L�F�U�R��

�S�K�R�Q�H�V���E�H�F�D�P�H���F�R�Q�V�S�L�F�X�R�X�V�O�\���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���L�Q���L�W�V���O�R�F�D�O��

�Q�H�Z�V���V�W�D�W�L�R�Q���V���U�H�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J�����7�K�H�V�H���W�K�U�H�H���R�E�M�H�F�W�V�����D�O�O���Y�L�W�D�O��

�W�R���P�H�G�L�D���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�H�V�����X�V�X�D�O�O�\���U�H�P�D�L�Q���L�Q�Y�L�V�L�E�O�H�����7�K�H�L�U��

�Q�H�Z�I�R�X�Q�G���S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H���D�O�O�R�Z�V���X�V���W�R���D�V�N���K�R�Z���W�K�H���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�V��
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�W�K�H���W�K�U�H�D�W���R�I���F�R�Q�W�D�J�L�R�Q��
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�D�W�����Q�O���D�U�W�L�N�H�O�H�Q�������‚���������G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�H���R�Y�H�U���P�R�Q�G�N�D�S�M�H�V�Z�L�Q�N�H�O���M�R�U�G�D�D�Q���K�H�W���O�L�M�N�W���G�H���R�R�U�O�R�J���Z�H�O)

�$�G�K�H�V�L�Y�H���7�D�S�H

Adhesive tape has been appearing on Amsterdam’s local news with increased 

�I�U�H�T�X�H�Q�F�\ �G�X�U�L�Q�J �W�K�H �F�U�L�V�L�V ���4�J�� �„���� �:�K�D�W �Z�R�X�O�G �W�K�H �4�O�P �L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\ �E�H �Z�L�W�K�R�X�W 

�D�G�K�H�V�L�Y�H �P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V �O�L�N�H �J�D�•�H�U �W�D�S�H�" �*�D�•�H�U �W�D�S�H �L�V �W�K�H �X�O�W�L�P�D�W�H �P�H�G�L�X�P �R�I 

�L�P�S�U�R�Y�L�V�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I �W�K�H ad hoc �4�[ �P�H�D�Q�W �W�R �O�D�V�W �M�X�V�W �X�Q�W�L�O �W�K�H �V�K�R�W �L�V �L�Q �W�K�H �F�D�Q�� 

�:�H �X�U�J�H�Q�W�O�\ �Q�H�H�G �D �P�H�G�L�D �D�U�F�K�D�H�R�O�R�J�\ �R�I �J�D�•�H�U �W�D�S�H�� �R�I �W�K�H �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�V �L�W �K�D�V 

�V�D�Y�H�G�� �R�I �W�K�H �4�O�P �V�H�W�V �L�W �K�H�O�G �W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U�� �D�Q�G �R�I �W�K�H �Y�L�V�X�D�O �U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I �S�U�R�[�L�P�L�W�\ 

�L�W �P�D�G�H �S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H �E�\ �J�D�U�U�L�V�R�Q�L�Q�J �D�F�W�R�U�V �L�Q �V�S�D�F�H�� �+�R�Z �P�D�Q�\ �O�H�J�H�Q�G�D�U�\ �4�O�P 

�V�F�H�Q�H�V �G�R �Z�H �R�Z�H �W�R �W�D�S�H �V�W�X�F�N �W�R �W�K�H �5�R�R�U�"

Adhesive tapes are also a key medium of commerce and logistics. Online 

�V�K�R�S�S�L�Q�J �L�V �V�N�\�U�R�F�N�H�W�L�Q�J �G�X�U�L�Q�J �W�K�H �F�U�L�V�L�V�� �W�K�H �Q�H�Z�V �U�H�S�R�U�W�V�� �:�H �G�R�Q���W �R�I�W�H�Q 

think of the adhesive tape that seals our online purchases. It is single-use 

�Z�D�V�W�H�� �\�H�W �L�W �L�V �V�R �F�H�Q�W�U�D�O�� �–�W �S�U�R�W�H�F�W�V �R�X�U �F�R�P�P�R�G�L�W�L�H�V �L�Q �W�U�D�Q�V�L�W�� �
�H�Q�F�U�\�S�W�L�Q�J�� 

�W�K�H �S�D�F�N�H�W�V �Z�H �U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�� �H�Q�F�O�R�V�L�Q�J �D�Q�G �R�F�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J �W�K�H�L�U �F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W�V �I�U�R�P �Y�L�H�Z 

�G�X�U�L�Q�J �W�K�H�L�U �S�D�V�V�D�J�H �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �W�K�H �O�R�J�L�V�W�L�F�D�O �Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N�� �–�Q �W�K�L�V �P�R�P�H�Q�W�� �J�D�•�H�U 

tape represents to me enclosure and the disciplining of space. Never before 

have I had to pay so much attention to cultural techniques of shielding and 

demarcation. Supermarkets draw grids and tables onto the sidewalk with 

�W�D�S�H�� �–�Q �D�V�V�L�J�Q�H�G �F�H�O�O�V�� �F�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U�V �P�X�V�W �E�L�G�H �W�K�H�L�U �W�L�P�H �E�H�I�R�U�H �W�K�H�\ �D�U�H 

�D�O�O�R�Z�H�G �W�R �H�Q�W�H�U �D�Q�G �V�K�R�S�� �7�R �S�O�R�X�J�K �D �I�X�U�U�R�Z �L�Q�W�R �W�K�H �V�R�L�O�� �– �U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U 

�%�H�U�Q�K�D�U�G �6�L�H�J�H�U�W �Z�U�R�W�H�� �L�V �
�W�R �H�Q�J�D�J�H �L�Q �V�\�P�E�R�O�L�F �Z�R�U�N �E�H�F�D�X�V�H �W�K�H gra-

phein �V�H�U�Y�H�V �W�R �P�D�U�N �W�K�H �G�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W�L�R�Q �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �L�Q�V�L�G�H �D�Q�G �R�X�W�V�L�G�H�� �F�L�Y�L�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q 

�D�Q�G �E�D�U�E�D�U�L�V�P�� �D�Q �L�Q�V�L�G�H �G�R�P�D�L�Q �L�Q �Z�K�L�F�K �W�K�H �O�D�Z �S�U�H�Y�D�L�O�V �D�Q�G �R�Q�H �R�X�W�V�L�G�H 

�L�Q �Z�K�L�F�K �L�W �G�R�H�V �Q�R�W�� ���6�L�H�J�H�U�W �…�ƒ�„�ˆ�� �„�…���� �7�D�S�H �R�Q �W�K�H �J�U�R�X�Q�G �D�O�V�R �V�\�P�E�R�O�L�F�D�O�O�\ 



������

�G�H�O�L�Q�H�D�W�H�V �V�D�I�H �I�U�R�P �F�R�Q�W�D�J�L�R�X�V�� �7�K�H�U�H �L�V�� �6�L�H�J�H�U�W �D�U�J�X�H�V�� �X�O�W�L�P�D�W�H�O�\ �Q�R �G�L�V-

�W�L�Q�F�W�L�R�Q �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �W�K�H �V�\�P�E�R�O�L�F �D�Q�G �W�K�H �P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�� �(�Y�H�Q �D�G�K�H�V�L�Y�H �W�D�S�H�� �L�Q �L�W�V 

�V�W�L�F�N�\ �R�U�G�L�Q�D�U�L�Q�H�V�V�� �F�D�Q �W�X�U�Q �L�Q�W�R �D �F�R�P�S�O�H�[ �W�H�F�K�Q�L�T�X�H �R�I �L�Q�V�F�U�L�S�W�L�R�Q�� �$�U�U�R�Z�V 

and lines and various textual instructions can be written on the ground in 

�W�D�S�H�� �6�X�G�G�H�Q�O�\�� �H�Q�W�H�U�L�Q�J �D �V�X�S�H�U�P�D�U�N�H�W �U�H�T�X�L�U�H�V �F�K�R�U�H�R�J�U�D�S�K�\ �D�Q�G �G�L�U�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� 

�7�K�H �J�U�R�X�Q�G �E�H�F�R�P�H�V �D �O�H�J�L�E�O�H �P�H�G�L�X�P�� �G�L�F�W�D�W�L�Q�J �K�R�Z �Z�H �P�X�V�W �R�U�L�H�Q�W �R�X�U 

bodies and what directions we have permission to take. A spontaneous 

system of diagrammatic governance emerges. The life-sized maps drawn in 

�D�G�K�H�V�L�Y�H �W�D�S�H �K�D�Y�H �W�X�U�Q�H�G �W�K�H �F�L�W�\ �L�Q�W�R �D �4�O�P �V�H�W�� �Z�L�W�K �S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O �F�X�H�V �I�R�U 

its cast spread out everywhere. Local news reports that more surveillance 

cameras are being installed around Amsterdam because unruly youth keep 

defying the strict new proxemic regime and continue to congregate in various 

areas around the city. All of us have become Truman Burbank.

�>�)�L�J�X�U�H ���@ �&�U�H�D�W�L�Q�J �E�D�U�U�L�H�U�V ���6�W�L�O�O �I�U�R�P �Q�H�Z�V �U�H�S�R�U�W�� �6�R�X�U�F�H�� �$�7���� ���� �0�D�U�F�K ���������� �K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z��

�D�W�����Q�O���D�U�W�L�N�H�O�H�Q�����������������P�H�W���H�H�Q���O�D�F�K���H�Q���H�H�Q���W�U�D�D�Q���H�H�Q���I�H�H�V�W�M�H���Y�R�R�U���K�H�W���U�D�D�P���Y�D�Q���G�H���M�D�U�L�J�H�� 

oma-van-beersum-86)

�*�O�D�V�V

Glass windows have been appearing on Amsterdam’s local news with 

increased frequency during the crisis. I am more used to seeing windows on 

�W�K�H �Q�H�Z�V �Z�K�H�Q �W�K�H�\ �D�U�H �G�H�V�W�U�R�\�H�G �R�U �G�D�P�D�J�H�G�� �G�X�H �W�R �D �V�K�R�R�W�L�Q�J �R�U �H�[�S�O�R�V�L�R�Q 

�S�H�U�K�D�S�V�� �'�X�U�L�Q�J �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F�� �U�H�S�R�U�W�H�U�V �R�G�G�O�\ �I�R�F�X�V �R�Q �J�O�D�V�V �W�K�D�W �L�V �L�Q�W�D�F�W�� 

�(�O�G�H�U�O�\ �S�H�R�S�O�H �L�Q �Q�X�U�V�L�Q�J �K�R�P�H�V �D�U�H �Q�R�W �D�O�O�R�Z�H�G �W�R �U�H�F�H�L�Y�H �Y�L�V�L�W�R�U�V �D�Q�\�P�R�U�H�� 

�W�K�H �Q�H�Z�V �U�H�S�R�U�W�V�� �$ �W�H�U�P�L�Q�D�O�O�\ �L�O�O �P�D�Q �L�V �R�Q�O�\ �D�O�O�R�Z�H�G �W�R �E�L�G �K�L�V �4�Q�D�O �I�D�U�H�Z�H�O�O 

through a window. Glass creates both access and its privation. “Maybe this is 

�K�H�U �O�D�V�W �E�L�U�W�K�G�D�\���� �D �Z�R�P�D�Q �V�D�\�V �Z�L�W�K �W�H�D�U�V �L�Q �K�H�U �H�\�H�V �D�V �V�K�H �L�V �L�Q�W�H�U�Y�L�H�Z�H�G �L�Q 

�I�U�R�Q�W �R�I �D �O�D�U�J�H �S�D�Q�H �R�I �J�O�D�V�V�� �%�H�K�L�Q�G �L�W�� �K�H�U �J�U�D�Q�G�P�R�W�K�H�U �U�H�P�D�L�Q�V �R�X�W �R�I �V�L�J�K�W 

�W�R �X�V ���4�J�� �…����



������ Pandemic Media

Alexandra Schneider recently proposed that we should let glass and its many 

�R�S�W�L�F�D�O�� �D�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�X�U�D�O�� �D�Q�G �W�D�F�W�L�O�H �X�V�H�V �O�H�D�G �R�X�U �L�Q�T�X�L�U�\ �L�Q�W�R �W�K�H �W�R�S�R�O�R�J�L�H�V �D�Q�G 

�K�L�V�W�R�U�L�H�V �R�I �W�K�H �P�R�Y�L�Q�J �L�P�D�J�H ���…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� �*�O�D�V�V �L�V �V�R �F�H�Q�W�U�D�O �W�R �W�K�H �4�O�P �L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\�� 

�7�K�H �O�H�Q�V�H�V �R�I �F�D�P�H�U�D�V �D�Q�G �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�R�U�V �D�U�H �P�D�G�H �R�I �L�W�� �D�V �D�U�H �S�K�R�Q�H �V�F�U�H�H�Q�V 

and computer monitors. But glasses also connect the moving image to optical 

�P�H�G�L�F�D�O �L�Q�V�W�U�X�P�H�Q�W�V�� �D�Q�G �Y�D�F�F�L�Q�H �Y�L�D�O�V �D�Q�G �3�H�W�U�L �G�L�V�K�H�V�� �'�H�V�S�L�W�H �L�W�V �X�E�L�T�X�L�W�\�� 

�J�O�D�V�V �L�V �D �V�F�D�U�F�H �U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�� �7�K�H �Q�H�Z�V �U�H�S�R�U�W�V �R�Q �D �O�R�R�P�L�Q�J �J�O�D�V�V �V�K�R�U�W�D�J�H�� 

�F�D�X�V�H�G �E�\ �W�K�H �Y�L�F�L�V�V�L�W�X�G�H�V �R�I �J�O�R�E�D�O �V�X�S�S�O�\ �F�K�D�L�Q�V �D�Q�G �W�K�H �G�L�]�F�X�O�W�\ �R�I �P�D�Q-

�X�I�D�F�W�X�U�L�Q�J �E�R�U�R�V�L�O�L�F�D�W�H�V�� �–�Q �W�K�L�V �P�R�P�H�Q�W�� �J�O�D�V�V �U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�V �W�R �P�H �L�P�S�R�Y�H�U�L�V�K�H�G 

�V�R�F�L�D�O �F�R�Q�W�D�F�W�� �*�O�D�V�V�� �W�K�L�V �L�Q�I�X�U�L�D�W�L�Q�J �I�R�U�P �R�I �P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�L�W�\ �W�K�D�W �F�U�H�D�W�H�V �G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H 

despite nearness. So cool and smooth are the glass screens we touch daily 

�W�K�D�W �W�K�H�\ �E�D�U�H�O�\ �P�D�N�H �D �W�D�F�W�L�O�H �V�H�Q�V�X�R�X�V �L�P�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q �D�W �D�O�O ���6�F�K�Q�H�L�G�H�U �…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� 

Glass is the antithesis of the textured shared surfaces and tactile forms of 

�Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J �W�K�D�W �P�D�Q�\ �S�H�R�S�O�H �U�H�O�\ �R�Q �W�R �Q�D�Y�L�J�D�W�H �V�S�D�F�H ���*�R�J�J�L�Q �D�Q�G �(�O�O�L�V �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �„�Š�„���� 

It is the antithesis of those ways of inhabiting the world for which physical 

�F�R�Q�W�D�F�W �D�Q�G �Q�H�D�U�Q�H�V�V �D�U�H �Y�L�W�D�O�� �D�Q�G �I�R�U �Z�K�L�F�K �G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�L�Q�J �L�V �Q�R�W �D�Q �R�S�W�L�R�Q ���6�K�L�Q 

�…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� �
�2�E�M�H�F�W�V�� �D�V �Z�H�O�O �D�V �V�S�D�F�H�V���� �– �U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U �6�D�U�D �$�K�P�H�G �Z�U�R�W�H�� �
�D�U�H �P�D�G�H 

�I�R�U �V�R�P�H �N�L�Q�G�V �R�I �E�R�G�L�H�V �P�R�U�H �W�K�D�Q �R�W�K�H�U�V�� ���…�ƒ�ƒ�‰�� �ˆ�„���� �*�O�D�V�V �L�V �W�H�U�U�L�I�\�L�Q�J�O�\ 

�J�R�R�G �D�W �P�D�U�N�L�Q�J �D�Q�G �J�X�D�U�G�L�Q�J �W�K�H �
�I�R�U���Q�H�V�V�� �R�I �V�S�D�F�H�V�� �6�S�D�F�H�V �W�K�D�W �D�U�H �I�R�U 

�
�W�K�H �H�O�G�H�U�O�\���� �
�W�K�H �G�L�V�D�E�O�H�G���� �
�W�K�H �Y�X�O�Q�H�U�D�E�O�H���� �%�\ �E�H�L�Q�J �F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�G �L�Q �V�X�F�K 

�V�S�D�F�H�V�� �W�K�H�\ �F�D�Q �D�O�V�R �E�H �S�X�V�K�H�G �R�X�W �R�I �V�L�J�K�W ���/�H�P�R�V �'�H�N�N�H�U �H�W �D�O�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� �–�Q �D 

�I�H�Z �Z�H�H�N�V�� �W�L�P�H�� �P�D�Q�\ �R�I �X�V �Z�L�O�O �K�D�Y�H �D�G�M�X�V�W�H�G �W�R �U�H�P�R�W�H �W�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J �D�Q�G �=�R�R�P 

dinner dates behind glass screens. Many others will have died secluded 

behind glass screens.

�>�)�L�J�X�U�H ���@ �&�U�R�V�V�L�Q�J �G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V ���6�W�L�O�O �I�U�R�P �Q�H�Z�V �U�H�S�R�U�W�� �6�R�X�U�F�H�� �$�7���� �� �0�D�\ ���������� �K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���D�W����

�Q�O���D�U�W�L�N�H�O�H�Q�������‚���������G�H���V�W�U�D�W�H�Q���L�Q���G�H���]�Z�D�Q�H�E�O�R�H�P�O�D�D�Q���W�K�X�L�V���N�U�L�M�J���L�N���Z�H�O���P�L�Q�G�H�U���V�Q�H�O���V�W�U�D�I���G�D�Q�� 

op-school )



������

Boom Mic

Boom microphones have been appearing on Amsterdam’s local news with 

�L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G �I�U�H�T�X�H�Q�F�\ �G�X�U�L�Q�J �W�K�H �F�U�L�V�L�V�� �7�R �F�R�P�S�O�\ �Z�L�W�K �G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�L�Q�J �U�X�O�H�V�� �7�9 

reporters are forced to let go of the instrument so characteristic for their work 

�D�Q�G �L�P�S�U�R�Y�L�V�H �Q�H�Z �L�Q�W�H�U�Y�L�H�Z�L�Q�J �W�H�F�K�Q�L�T�X�H�V ���4�J�� �†���� �1�H�Y�H�U �E�H�I�R�U�H �K�D�V �W�K�H �O�D�E�R�U 

of sound been so visible to me. The boom mic looks bizarrely out of place in 
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Hardly any other job on the set requires as much endurance as the boom 

operator has. Endurance has become a valued resource during the pandemic. 
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working bodies can be put to work at risk to their own vitality. Protected are 
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neoliberal remains of the Dutch healthcare system cannot sustain secure 
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adhesive tape and glass. The boom does not belong in the disciplinary order 

of partitioning that grids drawn in tape make possible. Nor is it comparable 

to media of containment and seclusion like glass. The boom mic produces 

�V�S�D�F�H�V �W�K�D�W �D�U�H �S�H�U�P�H�D�E�O�H�� �V�S�D�F�H�V �Q�R�W �D�O�U�H�D�G�\ �G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�H�G �
�I�R�U�� �V�R�P�H�R�Q�H �E�X�W 

�Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�L�O�\ �V�K�D�U�H�G�� �R�S�H�Q�� �D�Q�G �W�U�D�Y�H�U�V�D�E�O�H�� �7�K�H �E�R�R�P �P�L�F �D�O�O�R�Z�V �Y�R�L�F�H�V �W�R 

commune and be heard. It creates nearness despite distance.
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boom mics not only because they persistently kept appearing as visual motifs 
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more piercing than usual. Following the local reporting at the peak of the 
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some of these mundane materials and techniques can help us understand 
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lives. 

There may be other ways of encountering this capacity. What I experienced as 
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us that our bodies are never our own. They extend beyond ourselves when 

they interface with others in networks constituted through the traces we leave 
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�9�L�V�X�D�O�L�]�L�Q�J���W�K�H���3�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F��

�)�O�R�U�L�D�Q���+�R�R�I

�7�K�L�V���D�U�W�L�F�O�H���O�R�R�N�V���D�W���W�K�H���P�H�G�L�D���R�I���W�U�X�V�W���W�K�D�W���L�P�P�H��

�G�L�D�W�H�O�\���V�W�D�U�W�H�G���W�R���4�O�O���W�K�H���E�O�D�Q�N���V�S�D�F�H�V���R�I���S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F��

�X�Q�F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�W�\�����7�K�H�\���D�U�H���L�Q���D���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���W�R���F�U�H�D�W�H���W�U�X�V�W��

�E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H�\���D�U�H���E�R�X�Q�G���W�R���D���Y�L�V�X�D�O���D�Q�G���R�U�D�O���F�X�O�W�X�U�H��

�W�K�H���V�R�F�L�H�W�\���L�V���D�F�T�X�D�L�Q�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K�����7�K�L�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���Y�L�V�X�D�O�L��

�]�D�W�L�R�Q���G�H�Y�L�F�H�V���V�X�F�K���D�V���G�D�V�K�E�R�D�U�G�V���W�K�D�W���P�R�Q�L�W�R�U���W�K�H��

�S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F���V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q���R�U���S�R�G�F�D�V�W�V���W�K�D�W���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���H�[�S�H�U�W��

�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���L�Q���D���V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���H�[�W�U�H�P�H���X�Q�F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�W�\����

�0�H�G�L�D���R�I���W�U�X�V�W���D�U�H���W�Z�R���I�R�O�G�����7�K�H���4�U�V�W���G�L�P�H�Q�V�L�R�Q���S�U�R��

�Y�L�G�H�V���D�Q���R�Y�H�U�Y�L�H�Z���R�I���W�K�H���S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F���D�Q�G���J�L�Y�H�V���R�U�L�H�Q�W�D��

�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���D���V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���X�Q�F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�W�\�����7�K�H�V�H���Y�L�V�X�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q��

�G�H�Y�L�F�H�V���V�W�H�P���I�U�R�P���D���Y�L�V�X�D�O���F�X�O�W�X�U�H���W�L�H�G���W�R���P�D�Q�D�J�H�U�L�D�O��

�G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q���P�D�N�L�Q�J�����7�K�H���W�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�V���W�K�D�W���D�U�L�V�H���Z�K�H�Q���V�X�F�K��

�V�S�H�F�L�4�F���F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�V���D�U�H���U�H�S�X�U�S�R�V�H�G���W�R���Y�L�V�X�D�O�L�]�H���S�D�Q��

�G�H�P�L�F���V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q�V���O�H�D�G���W�R���W�K�H���V�H�F�R�Q�G���G�L�P�H�Q�V�L�R�Q���R�I��

�P�H�G�L�D���R�I���W�U�X�V�W�����7�K�L�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���R�U�D�O���P�H�G�L�D���D�L�P�H�G���D�W���W�K�H��

�L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�����S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���O�H�Y�H�O���W�K�D�W���E�H�F�R�P�H���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���L�Q��

�V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q���G�X�U�L�Q�J���O�R�F�N�G�R�Z�Q��



������ Pandemic Media

�:�K�H�Q �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �K�L�W�� �Z�K�D�W �G�L�V�D�S�S�H�D�U�H�G �U�L�J�K�W �D�Z�D�\ �Z�H�U�H �S�O�D�Q�H�V �D�Q�G �F�D�U�V�� 

�S�H�R�S�O�H �W�R�R�� �:�K�D�W �D�S�S�H�D�U�H�G �Z�H�U�H �E�O�X�H �V�N�L�H�V�� �V�L�Q�J�L�Q�J �E�L�U�G�V�� �&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ�� �D�Q�G �D 

nagging uncertainty. The latter emerged when existing modes of perception 

and orientation failed to account for the invisible dimension of aerosols and 

�V�P�H�D�U �L�Q�I�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �$�V �D �U�H�V�X�O�W�� �V�S�D�F�H�V �W�K�D�W �K�D�Y�H �E�H�H�Q �W�D�N�H�Q �I�R�U �J�U�D�Q�W�H�G �O�L�N�H 

supermarkets and cinemas became unsafe and potentially dangerous. They 

�W�X�U�Q�H�G �L�Q�W�R �
�X�Q�P�D�U�N�H�G �V�S�D�F�H�V�� �4�O�O�H�G �Z�L�W�K �Q�R�Q���N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�� �7�K�L�V �D�U�W�L�F�O�H �I�R�F�X�V�H�V 

�R�Q �
�P�H�G�L�D �R�I �W�U�X�V�W���� �R�Q �P�H�G�L�D �W�K�D�W �V�X�E�V�H�T�X�H�Q�W�O�\ �W�U�L�H�G �W�R �U�H�F�O�D�L�P �W�K�H�V�H �E�O�D�Q�N 

spaces of uncertainty that arose within society: devices and aesthetics that 

�Y�L�V�X�D�O�L�]�H �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q�� �G�D�V�K�E�R�D�U�G�V�� �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �J�U�D�S�K�V �D�Q�G �F�X�U�Y�H�V�� 

�J�U�D�S�K�L�F�D�O �R�X�W�E�U�H�D�N �P�D�S�V�� �L�P�D�J�H�V �W�K�D�W �R�•�H�U �D �J�O�L�P�S�V�H �R�I �Z�K�D�W �P�L�J�K�W �O�D�\ �D�K�H�D�G 

�D�V �Z�H�O�O �D�V �Y�R�L�F�H�V �D�Q�G �S�U�R�F�H�G�X�U�H�V �W�K�D�W �J�L�Y�H �F�R�Q�4�G�H�Q�F�H �D�Q�G �F�R�P�I�R�U�W�� �0�H�G�L�D 

�R�I �W�U�X�V�W �D�U�H �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�� �V�R�F�L�D�O�� �D�Q�G �D�H�V�W�K�H�W�L�F �G�H�Y�L�F�H�V �D�Q�G �S�U�R�F�H�G�X�U�H�V �W�K�D�W 

give orientation and organize in a situation of extreme uncertainty because 

they are bound to a visual and oral culture that the society is acquainted with. 

�7�K�H�\ �W�D�S �L�Q�W�R �H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G�� �Z�H�O�O���N�Q�R�Z�Q �I�R�U�P�V �R�I �P�H�G�L�D �D�V �S�R�L�Q�W�V �R�I �G�H�S�D�U�W�X�U�H 

�W�R �D�F�F�R�X�Q�W �I�R�U �W�K�H �X�Q�N�Q�R�Z�Q �V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �D �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F�� �7�K�H�U�H�E�\�� �W�K�H�\ �S�U�R�Y�L�G�H 

for a mediated hypothesis between non-knowledge and knowledge that 

�H�Q�D�E�O�H�V �V�R�F�L�D�O �D�F�W�L�R�Q �E�\ �U�H�G�X�F�L�Q�J �W�K�H �
�S�D�U�D�O�\�]�L�Q�J �I�H�D�U�� ���/�X�K�P�D�Q�Q �„�Œ�Š�Œ�� �‡�� �R�I 

uncertainty.

Media of trust can be understood as two-fold in the way that the relations 

between non-knowledge and knowledge are expressed by and through dif-

�I�H�U�H�Q�W �I�R�U�P�V �R�I �P�H�G�L�D�� �7�K�H �4�U�V�W �G�L�P�H�Q�V�L�R�Q �L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V �Y�L�V�X�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q �G�H�Y�L�F�H�V �V�X�F�K 

�D�V �W�K�H �-�R�K�Q�V �+�R�S�N�L�Q�V �&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ �'�D�V�K�E�R�D�U�G�� �7�K�H�\ �S�U�R�Y�L�G�H �D�Q �R�Y�H�U�Y�L�H�Z �R�I �W�K�H 

�S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �D�Q�G �V�W�D�E�L�O�L�]�H �V�\�V�W�H�P�L�F �F�R�Q�4�G�H�Q�F�H �D�Q�G �W�U�X�V�W �L�Q �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O �D�Q�G �V�R�F�L�D�O 

�L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�V �D�Q�G �S�U�R�F�H�G�X�U�H�V ���/�H�Z�L�V �D�Q�G �:�H�L�J�H�U�W �„�Œ�‹�ˆ���� �$�V �P�\ �D�U�J�X�P�H�Q�W �K�D�V �L�W�� 

the epistemological stance of this visual culture of trust is not so much rooted 

in the history of pandemics but can be linked to a managerial culture of deci -

�V�L�R�Q���P�D�N�L�Q�J �W�K�D�W �D�S�S�H�D�U�H�G �R�Q �W�K�H �V�K�R�U�H�V �R�I �H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F �P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W �I�U�R�P �„�Œ�ƒ�ƒ 

�R�Q�Z�D�U�G�V ���+�R�R�I �…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� �–�W�V �V�S�H�F�L�4�F �U�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�W�\ �D�Q�G �H�S�L�V�W�H�P�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O �V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H 

�W�K�H�Q �U�H�D�S�S�H�D�U�H�G �G�X�U�L�Q�J �W�K�H �U�H�F�H�Q�W �&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F�� �7�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�V �D�Q�G �P�L�V�W�U�X�V�W 

�W�K�D�W �D�U�L�V�H �Z�K�H�Q �V�X�F�K �V�S�H�F�L�4�F �F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�V �D�U�H �U�H�S�X�U�S�R�V�H�G �W�R �Y�L�V�X�D�O�L�]�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F 

situations lead to the second dimension of media of trust that are aimed 

�D�W �W�K�H �L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�� �L�Q�W�L�P�D�W�H �O�H�Y�H�O�� �7�K�L�V �L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V �R�U�D�O �P�H�G�L�D �V�X�F�K �D�V �S�R�G�F�D�V�W�V�� 

�Z�K�L�F�K �S�U�R�Y�L�G�H �Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J �N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H �W�R �F�R�S�H �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H �V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q�� �I�R�U �H�[�D�P�S�O�H �L�Q 

�W�K�H �V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q �G�X�U�L�Q�J �D �O�R�F�N�G�R�Z�Q�� �+�H�U�H�� �– �X�V�H �W�K�H �*�H�U�P�D�Q �F�D�V�H �R�I �D 

�V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O �&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ �V�F�L�H�Q�F�H �S�R�G�F�D�V�W �W�R �H�[�H�P�S�O�L�I�\ �W�K�H �U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V �D�Q�G �W�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�V 

�E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W �I�R�U�P�V �R�I �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �P�H�G�L�D �R�I �W�U�X�V�W��



������

�7�K�H���3�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F���
�$�W���D���*�O�D�Q�F�H�������$�H�V�W�K�H�W�L�F�V���D�Q�G���3�R�O�L�W�L�F�V��

�R�I���'�D�W�D���9�L�V�X�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q

�2�Q �-�D�Q�X�D�U�\ �…�…�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ �W�K�H �&�H�Q�W�H�U �I�R�U �6�\�V�W�H�P�V �6�F�L�H�Q�F�H �D�Q�G �(�Q�J�L�Q�H�H�U�L�Q�J �D�W �-�R�K�Q�V 

Hopkins University launched the Coronavirus Resource Center and more 

�V�S�H�F�L�4�F�D�O�O�\ �W�K�H �&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ �'�D�V�K�E�R�D�U�G ���4�J�� �„������ It was intended to “provide 

�U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�H�U�V�� �S�X�E�O�L�F �K�H�D�O�W�K �D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�L�H�V�� �D�Q�G �W�K�H �J�H�Q�H�U�D�O �S�X�E�O�L�F �Z�L�W�K �D �X�V�H�U��

�I�U�L�H�Q�G�O�\ �W�R�R�O �W�R �W�U�D�F�N �W�K�H �R�X�W�E�U�H�D�N �D�V �L�W �X�Q�I�R�O�G�V�� ���'�R�Q�J�� �'�X�� �D�Q�G �*�D�U�G�Q�H�U �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� 

�ˆ�†�†���� �6�L�P�S�O�H �G�D�W�D �Y�L�V�X�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �R�S�H�Q �V�R�X�U�F�H �G�D�W�D�V�H�W�V�� �W�K�H �F�R�Q�F�H�S�W �R�I �
�O�L�Y�H�� 

�G�D�W�D �E�U�R�D�G�F�D�V�W�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G �W�K�H �X�V�H �R�I �G�D�W�D �S�U�H�G�L�F�W�L�R�Q �D�Q�G �H�[�W�U�D�S�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q �P�R�G�H�O�V 

made the system an immediate success. Within weeks it established itself as 

one of the most reliable monitoring systems of the pandemic.

�>�)�L�J�X�U�H �‚�@ �-�R�K�Q�V �+�R�S�N�L�Q�V �'�D�V�K�E�R�D�U�G�� �0�D�U�F�K ���� �� �-�R�K�Q�V �+�R�S�N�L�Q�V�� ����������

�:�K�D�W �S�X�W �W�K�H �V�\�V�W�H�P �D�K�H�D�G �R�I �R�]�F�L�D�O �G�D�W�D �S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G �E�\ �W�K�H �Y�D�U�L�R�X�V �Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O 

centers for disease control was its big data approach to monitor the crisis. The 

�V�\�V�W�H�P �F�R�P�E�L�Q�H�G �Y�D�U�L�R�X�V �G�D�W�D �V�R�X�U�F�H�V �L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J �R�]�F�L�D�O �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W �U�H�S�R�U�W�V 

�E�X�W �D�O�V�R �R�Q�O�L�Q�H �Q�H�Z�V �V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V�� �R�U �P�R�Q�L�W�R�U�H�G �W�Z�L�W�W�H�U �I�H�H�G�V��2 These datasets 

�Z�H�U�H �D�J�J�U�H�J�D�W�H�G �Z�L�W�K �
�D �V�H�P�L���D�X�W�R�P�D�W�H�G �O�L�Y�L�Q�J �G�D�W�D �V�W�U�H�D�P �V�W�U�D�W�H�J�\�� ���'�R�Q�J�� 

�'�X�� �D�Q�G �*�D�U�G�Q�H�U �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �ˆ�†�†�� �W�K�D�W �F�R�P�E�L�Q�H�V �D�X�W�R�P�D�W�H�G �G�D�W�D �I�H�H�G�V �Z�L�W�K �P�D�Q�X�D�O 

�G�D�W�D �S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V �V�X�F�K �D�V �W�K�H �Y�H�U�L�4�F�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �Q�X�P�E�H�U�V�� �7�K�H �V�\�V�W�H�P �K�D�U�Y�H�V�W�V 

data from partly quite unreliable and random sources. This includes data 

that is altered or suppressed by political action but also data that is statis -

�W�L�F�D�O�O�\ �G�L�V�W�R�U�W�H�G �E�\ �W�K�H �L�P�S�D�F�W �R�I �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W �V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�V �D�Q�G ���W�H�V�W�L�Q�J�� �S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V 

��	 �7�K�H �V�\�V�W�H�P �Z�D�V �E�X�L�O�W �E�\ �/�D�X�U�H�Q �*�D�U�G�Q�H�U�� �D �F�L�Y�L�O �D�Q�G �V�\�V�W�H�P�V �H�Q�J�L�Q�H�H�U�L�Q�J �S�U�R�I�H�V�V�R�U �D�W 

�-�R�K�Q�V �+�R�S�N�L�Q�V �8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\ �D�Q�G �(�Q�V�K�H�Q�J �'�R�Q�J�� �D �J�U�D�G�X�D�W�H �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W �R�I �K�H�U�V��

2	 A full list of the data sources of the Johns Hopkins Dashboard is available here: https://

�J�L�W�K�X�E���F�R�P���&�6�6�(�*�–�6�D�Q�G�'�D�W�D���&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ���E�O�R�E���P�D�V�W�H�U���5�(�$�'�0�(���P�G��
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�Z�L�W�K�L�Q �Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O �K�H�D�O�W�K �V�\�V�W�H�P�V�� �:�K�H�Q �V�X�F�K �G�D�W�D �L�V �J�D�W�K�H�U�H�G�� �S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�G�� 

and visualized the poor quality of the raw data disappears from sight. Con -

�V�H�T�X�H�Q�W�O�\�� �W�K�H �G�D�W�D�5�R�Z �R�I �V�X�F�K �D �O�L�Y�H �F�D�V�W�L�Q�J �G�H�Y�L�F�H �G�R�H�V �Q�R�W �G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\ �U�H�O�D�W�H �W�R 

�V�L�Q�J�O�H �&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ �F�D�V�H�V �E�X�W �L�V �P�H�G�L�D�W�H�G �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �D �O�D�\�H�U �R�I �P�H�G�L�D �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�H�V 

and practices that level and break down heterogeneous data sources 

into standardized items that can be cross referenced and mathematically 

�F�R�P�E�L�Q�H�G ���+�R�R�I �…�ƒ�„�‰�� �‡�†���‡�Š����

�%�X�L�O�W �W�R �
�L�Q�I�R�U�P �P�R�G�H�O�O�L�Q�J �H�•�R�U�W�V �D�Q�G �F�R�Q�W�U�R�O �P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V �G�X�U�L�Q�J �W�K�H �H�D�U�O�L�H�V�W 

�V�W�D�J�H�V �R�I �W�K�H �R�X�W�E�U�H�D�N�� ���'�R�Q�J�� �'�X�� �D�Q�G �*�D�U�G�Q�H�U �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �ˆ�†�‡�� �W�K�H �G�D�V�K�E�R�D�U�G 

�F�D�Q �E�H �G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G �D�V �D �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q �G�H�Y�L�F�H �W�K�D�W �E�U�L�Q�J�V �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W �L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�V 

and individuals literally onto the same page. It is a machine that synchronizes 

�H�[�S�H�F�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V �E�\ �W�X�U�Q�L�Q�J �D �V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q �L�Q�W�R �D �V�S�H�F�L�4�F �Y�L�V�X�D�O �I�R�U�P�� �7�K�H �G�D�V�K�E�R�D�U�G 

creates its own history of the pandemic and gives orientation by placing 

the user on a time scale that incorporates the past and aims towards an 

�X�Q�N�Q�R�Z�Q �I�X�W�X�U�H �R�I �D �S�H�U�K�D�S�V �5�D�W�W�H�Q�H�G �F�X�U�Y�H�� �7�K�H �U�H�V�X�O�W�L�Q�J �F�X�U�Y�H�V �D�Q�G �G�D�W�D 

�Y�L�V�X�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V �D�U�H �S�K�D�Q�W�D�V�P�V �R�I �P�R�G�H�U�Q�L�W�\ ���5�L�H�J�H�U �…�ƒ�ƒ�Œ�� �W�K�D�W �V�K�R�Z �W�K�H �F�X�U�U�H�Q�W 

�S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q �
�D�W �D �J�O�D�Q�F�H�� ���+�R�R�I �…�ƒ�„�‰���� �7�K�H�\ �S�U�R�Y�L�G�H �I�R�U �D�Q �D�E�V�W�U�D�F�W 

�R�Y�H�U�D�O�O �L�P�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q �R�I �K�R�Z �W�K�H �G�\�Q�D�P�L�F�V �R�I �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �X�Q�I�R�O�G �L�Q �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W 

parts of the world.

�3�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F���$�H�V�W�K�H�W�L�F�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���9�L�V�X�D�O���&�X�O�W�X�U�H���R�I���%�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���0�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W

�–�Q �W�K�H �I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J �V�H�F�W�L�R�Q �W�K�H �W�H�[�W �V�K�R�Z�V �W�K�D�W �W�K�H�V�H �
�D�W �D �J�O�D�Q�F�H�� �S�U�R�F�H�G�X�U�H�V 

�D�Q�G �W�K�H �Y�L�V�X�D�O �D�H�V�W�K�H�W�L�F�V �R�I �W�K�H �&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ �G�D�V�K�E�R�D�U�G �D�U�H �S�D�U�W �R�I �D �J�H�Q�H�D�O�R�J�\ 

�R�I �P�D�Q�D�J�H�U�L�D�O �P�H�G�L�D�� �7�K�H�\ �D�U�H �Q�R�W �V�S�H�F�L�4�F �W�R �W�K�L�V �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F�� �Q�R�U �W�R �P�H�G�L�F�L�Q�H�� 

�H�S�L�G�H�P�L�R�O�R�J�\�� �R�U �W�K�H �K�L�V�W�R�U�\ �R�I �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �R�X�W�E�U�H�D�N�V �L�Q �J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�� �5�H�I�H�U�U�H�G �W�R �D�V 

�
�J�U�D�S�K�L�F�D�O �P�H�W�K�R�G�V���� �V�X�F�K �Y�L�V�X�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q �S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V �D�Q�G �D�H�V�W�K�H�W�L�F�V �E�H�F�D�P�H �S�R�S-

ular at the beginning of the twentieth century and were widely adopted within 

�E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V �P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W �D�V �Y�L�V�X�D�O �G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q���P�D�N�L�Q�J �S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V ���+�R�R�I �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �‰�…���‹�„���� 

�/�L�N�H �W�K�H �&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ �G�D�V�K�E�R�D�U�G �W�K�H�\ �Z�H�U�H �D�L�P�L�Q�J �D�W �W�X�U�Q�L�Q�J �K�H�W�H�U�R�J�H�Q�H�R�X�V 

events within corporations and economic markets into standardized data 

�V�H�W�V �W�K�D�W �F�R�X�O�G �E�H �D�F�F�X�P�X�O�D�W�H�G�� �F�R�P�S�D�U�H�G�� �F�D�O�F�X�O�D�W�H�G�� �D�Q�G �Y�L�V�X�D�O�L�]�H�G�� �7�K�L�V 

�P�R�G�H �R�I �
�Y�L�V�X�D�O �P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W�� ���+�R�R�I �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �„�‡���„�‰�� �F�U�H�D�W�H�G �D �Z�L�G�H �U�D�Q�J�H �R�I �G�D�W�D 

�Y�L�V�X�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V �L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J �E�U�H�D�N���H�Y�H�Q �F�K�D�U�W�V�� �G�D�Q�J�H�U���O�L�Q�H �F�K�D�U�W�V�� �R�U �K�\�E�U�L�G�V 

between charts and tables.

�7�K�H�V�H �Y�L�V�X�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q �G�H�Y�L�F�H�V �Z�H�U�H �D�J�J�U�H�J�D�W�H�G �L�Q �G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q �H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�V�� �V�X�F�K 

�D�V �S�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J �G�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W�V �R�U �F�K�D�U�W�L�Q�J �U�R�R�P�V�� �W�R �G�L�V�S�O�D�\ �G�D�W�D �W�R �H�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H�V 

�D�Q�G �P�D�Q�D�J�H�U�V ���4�J�� �…���� �$ �Y�L�V�X�D�O �F�X�O�W�X�U�H �R�I �G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q���P�D�N�L�Q�J �H�P�H�U�J�H�G �W�K�D�W �V�H�S-

arated everyday data from important trends that would help to anticipate the 

�I�X�W�X�U�H�� �7�K�H �O�D�W�W�H�U �G�D�W�D �Z�D�V �E�U�R�N�H�Q �G�R�Z�Q �L�Q�W�R �D�E�V�W�U�D�F�W�� �V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�L�]�H�G �I�R�U�P�V 

�W�K�D�W �F�R�X�O�G �E�H �U�H�F�R�P�E�L�Q�H�G �D�Q�G �U�H�V�K�X�^�H�G�� �D�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W �V�F�H�Q�D�U�L�R�V �I�R�U �D 

�J�L�Y�H�Q �V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q �W�R �E�H �G�L�V�S�O�D�\�H�G ���+�R�R�I �…�ƒ�„�‰�� �†�‡���†�ˆ���� �7�K�H �G�D�W�D �W�K�D�W �E�H�F�D�P�H �S�D�U�W 
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of such decision environments in the end were pre-selected and restricted to 

information that could be converted into a graphic form. This gave rise to an 

epistemology of media-based decision-making that was not so much based 

on concepts such as truth and falsehood but on visual abstraction and data 

selection. While the images of such data visualizations are easily accessible to 

�Q�R�Q���H�[�S�H�U�W�V�� �W�K�H �P�R�G�H�O�V �D�Q�G �S�U�R�F�H�G�X�U�H�V �W�K�D�W �J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�H �W�K�H �L�P�D�J�H�V �L�Q �W�K�H �4�U�V�W 

place remain partly obscured and can only be fully assessed by experts.

�>�)�L�J�X�U�H ���@ �(�D�U�O�\ �G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q���P�D�N�L�Q�J �H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�V ���%�U�L�Q�W�R�Q �‚���‚���� ��������

�0�R�G�H�O�L�Q�J���W�K�H���3�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F�����9�L�V�X�D�O���6�X�V�S�L�F�L�R�Q�� 

�D�Q�G���0�L�V�W�U�X�V�W

�&�X�U�U�H�Q�W �V�\�V�W�H�P�V �V�X�F�K �D�V �W�K�H �&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ �'�D�V�K�E�R�D�U�G �D�Q�G �L�W�V �E�L�J �G�D�W�D �D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K 

are still built on this epistemology of visual management. They depend on 

complex practices of visual abstraction and data selection that generate an 

�R�Y�H�U�Y�L�H�Z �R�I �D �J�L�Y�H�Q �V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q�� �6�K�R�Z�L�Q�J �G�D�W�D �
�D�W �D �J�O�D�Q�F�H�� �H�Q�D�E�O�H�V �R�U�L�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q 

�Z�L�W�K�L�Q �D�Q �X�Q�F�H�U�W�D�L�Q �V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q�� �W�K�H�U�H�E�\ �V�W�D�E�L�O�L�]�L�Q�J �W�U�X�V�W �L�Q �D �V�\�V�W�H�P �R�U �D �Q�D�W�L�R�Q 

state. It suggests a model of political action that is oriented towards future 

developments of the pandemic and that rests on complex data interpolation 

�S�U�R�F�H�G�X�U�H�V�� �7�K�H �H�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H �F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U �R�I �W�K�H �&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ �'�D�V�K�E�R�D�U�G �J�L�Y�H�V �Q�R 

explanation for the pandemic situation. The complex modes of data inter -

�S�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q �F�U�H�D�W�H �Y�L�V�X�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V �W�K�D�W �D�U�H �D�L�P�H�G �D�W �I�D�V�W �G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q���P�D�N�L�Q�J�� �Q�R�W �D�W 

�S�X�E�O�L�F �G�H�E�D�W�H�� �$�V �D �U�H�V�X�O�W�� �P�L�V�W�U�X�V�W �D�Q�G �W�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�V �D�U�L�V�H �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �V�X�F�K �D�E�V�W�U�D�F�W 

forms of statistic data visualization and the subjective perception of pandemic 

events that unfold locally. What are the consequences when such dashboard 

aesthetics are approached by individuals that are not in a position to act in 
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ways management or politicians are capable of; when they are confronted 

with an epistemology of decision-making that in a way permanently highlights 

their individual limited range of possible actions and that is based on data 

selection and modeling practices that are not well understood?

Interestingly, this did not so much lead to mistrust towards the big data 

approach of the dashboard but it started to create a climate of suspicion 

�W�R�Z�D�U�G�V���L�W�V���G�D�W�D���V�R�X�U�F�H�V�����$�Q���H�[�H�P�S�O�D�U�\���F�D�V�H���W�K�D�W���V�K�R�Z�V���W�K�H���H�•�H�F�W�V���R�I���W�K�L�V��

asynchronicity is the changing public perception of the Robert Koch Institute 

(RKI), the German national center for disease control. In February and March 

�…�ƒ�…�ƒ�����D�W���W�K�H���E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���4�U�V�W���Z�D�Y�H���R�I���W�K�H���S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F���W�K�H���G�D�L�O�\���Q�X�P�E�H�U�V��

�R�I���&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ���F�D�V�H�V���Z�H�U�H���P�D�G�H���S�X�E�O�L�F���E�\���W�K�H���G�L�U�H�F�W�R�U���R�I���W�K�H���5�.�–���D�W���G�D�L�O�\��

press conferences. These numbers relied on physical reporting from local 

authorities, which takes time. Consequently, when compared to the Johns 

Hopkins Dashboard the numbers were always already outdated. As a result, 

�W�K�H���E�X�U�H�D�X�F�U�D�F�\�����Z�K�L�F�K���Z�D�V���D�E�O�H�����D�W���O�H�D�V�W���L�Q���W�K�H���F�D�V�H���R�I���*�H�U�P�D�Q�\�����W�R���H�]�F�L�H�Q�W�O�\��

�F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q���W�K�H���&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ���V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���4�U�V�W���Z�D�Y�H���R�I���W�K�H���S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F�����O�R�R�N�V��

�V�O�R�Z�����F�O�X�P�V�\�����R�O�G���I�D�V�K�L�R�Q�H�G�����Q�R�W���W�U�X�V�W�Z�R�U�W�K�\�����7�K�L�V���L�P�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q���R�I���L�Q�H�]�F�L�H�Q�F�\��

is only one aspect of a general uneasiness that I would argue is related to the 

managerial dashboard aesthetics and its data interpolation practices. Because 

it suggests modes of behavior and action that are not available to the public, 

this constantly fueled a feeling of powerlessness and creates mistrust towards 

the media devices and data practices used to manage the pandemic. A 

tendency that can be observed in a wide range of countries and that amongst 

others lead to ‘alternative’ explanations such as conspiracy theories. But it 

also shows that the form of a medium plays an important role as to how a situ -

�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���G�H�4�Q�H�G�����S�H�U�F�H�L�Y�H�G�����D�Q�G���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�R�R�G��

An Oral Irritation: (Mis)Trusting Media Forms

�7�R���E�H�W�W�H�U���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G���K�R�Z���W�U�X�V�W���D�Q�G���P�L�V�W�U�X�V�W���U�H�O�D�W�H���W�R���G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W���I�R�U�P�V���R�I��

media, the case of Germany is particularly suitable. Here, quite unexpectedly, 

the pandemic, and as I would argue the tensions and uneasiness connected 

to visual media, led to the rise of oral media. Almost exactly one month after 

�W�K�H���&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ���'�D�V�K�E�R�D�U�G���Z�H�Q�W���R�Q�O�L�Q�H�����W�K�H��Corona Virus Update with Christian 

Drosten, a daily science podcast produced by the public radio broadcaster 

�1�'�5�����E�H�F�D�P�H���W�K�H���V�L�Q�J�O�H���P�R�V�W���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���V�R�X�U�F�H���R�I���4�U�V�W���K�D�Q�G���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U��

�S�R�O�L�W�L�F�L�D�Q�V�����M�R�X�U�Q�D�O�L�V�W�V�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���S�X�E�O�L�F�����4�J�����†�������%�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H���H�Q�G���R�I���)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\���D�Q�G��

the beginning of May, a time that was characterized by lockdown measures 

and when the virus was still not well understood, this podcast series received 

�‡�„���P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���G�R�Z�Q�O�R�D�G�V�����+�H�Q�Q�L�J���…�ƒ�…�ƒ�D�������7�K�H���V�H�U�L�H�V���Z�D�V���E�D�V�L�F�D�O�O�\���D�Q���R�Q�J�R�L�Q�J��

conversation between a science journalist and a virologist who specialized in 
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�F�R�U�R�Q�D�Y�L�U�X�V �U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K ���+�H�Q�Q�L�J �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�E������ �–�Q �W�K�H �4�U�V�W �Z�H�H�N�V �R�I �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �W�K�L�V 
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turned into immediate advice on how to minimize infection risks. 
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that referred back to the oral tradition of the radio drew much attention 
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listen to.
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concerning test reliability. The reasons why this podcast was so successful are 
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�4�U�V�W �Z�H�H�N�V �R�I �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �R�Q �D�Q �D�O�P�R�V�W �G�D�L�O�\ �E�D�V�L�V�� �/�D�W�H�U �W�K�H �I�U�H�T�X�H�Q�F�\ �Z�D�V �U�H�G�X�F�H�G 

to two podcasts per week and later to a weekly podcast. Christian Drosten is a specialist 

on coronaviruses and head of the Institute of virology at Charité hospital in Berlin 
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status. They were trying to link the study to the political decision to shut down schools 

and day care centers and to personally blame him for the decision.
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That a virologist became such a media personality shed light on the latent 

uneasiness that derives from dashboard media and its managerial “at a 
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media that would be trusted because they would give precise advice on how to 

avoid being infected. But that also would give comfort and reduce uncertainty 
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So what are the consequences if we look at the relations between trust and 
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and logics for pandemic management. The genealogy of those visualization 
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the current pandemic is mapped as an economic problem and interpreted by 

logics and devices that stem from the culture of visual management.
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a pandemic. This trustworthiness is based on para-social interactions and the 

intimate character of oral media.

The tensions I described as a two-fold system of media of trust are symptoms 

both for the relevance and the limitations of the epistemology of visual man -

agement. It shows that the pandemic is predominantly understood through 
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experiment towards the future that is administered by media of visual man -

agement and that results in shifting bonds of trust.
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world and sought certainty and stability in the midst of turbulent change. In 
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a site where bodies are not only altered but powerful signs and images are 

created.  In the course of the pandemic’s disruption of an essentialized nature/
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both uncomfortably close to humans and yet also too far in a material sense. 
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Shortly before the colorful icon of the novel virus became the emblem of the 
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settlement of human and non-human habitats and thus invoked racist prej -

udices and fears to blame the disease on impure relations with nonhuman 
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civilizational shock. It appeared above all as a problem of unacceptable 
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reasonable encounters with nature and foolish excursions into the epidemi -
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were all imbricated with each other for a brief moment as simple biomass—
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Perhaps nowhere was this truer than in the use of non-human animals as 

models of the disease. Faced with a ballooning number of cases and the high 
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measures henceforth aimed at halting the intermingling of human and non-
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in virology laboratories across the world to resemble human physiology 

�D�Q�G���P�L�F�U�R�E�L�R�O�R�J�\���D�V���P�X�F�K���D�V���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H�����+�H�U�H�����H�Q�G�X�U�L�Q�J���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H��

�H�]�����F�D�F�\�����E�H�V�W���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V�����D�Q�G���D�S�S�O�L�F�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���R�I���D�Q�L�P�D�O���H�[�S�H�U�L�P�H�Q�W�V���Z�H�U�H���U�H�L�Q��

vigorated under the intense pressure generated by the search for a treatment 
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each new virus requires an elaborate evaluation process in which the mani-

festation of the disease in a particular animal must be compared to how it 
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acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) and Middle East respiratory syndrome 
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plicating factors that will skew an experiment’s results and quickly kill the 
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components for a biotechnological simulation of human life.
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function as tools and service providers for a biotechnological encounter with 

unclear boundaries and protective devices. Their noses serve as indicators  for 
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and cells as models for medical solution scenarios. 
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jects. Taken from a collection of images depicting the test subjects through a variety of lenses. 

(Source: Sun et al. 2020)
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research and animal modeling have yet to be fully realized. Microbiologists 
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to comprehend both the need for important medical experiments and the 

devastating pain felt by animal experimental subjects—may yet broaden 
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How a disease is rendered within the corporeal media of laboratory animals 
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the disease’s impact on government policy and public opinion. We can see 
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promote ideas of the Earth cleansing itself of human inhabitants (Sherronda 
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better-or-worse-delicate-relationship-between-people-and-wildlife-around. 
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the implicit and explicit moral concepts accompanying the term is the aim of 

�W�K�L�V �H�V�V�D�\�� �)�R�U �W�K�L�V �S�X�U�S�R�V�H�� �– �F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U �S�R�U�Q�R�J�U�D�S�K�\ �D�V �D �
�W�K�L�F�N �F�R�Q�F�H�S�W����

�3�R�U�Q�R�J�U�D�S�K�\���D�V���D���
�7�K�L�F�N���&�R�Q�F�H�S�W��

�7�K�H �S�K�L�O�R�V�R�S�K�H�U �%�H�U�Q�D�U�G �:�L�O�O�L�D�P�V ���„�Œ�‹�ˆ�� �X�V�H�G �W�K�H �G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�L�R�Q �
�W�K�L�F�N �F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�� 

�W�R �J�U�D�V�S �W�K�R�V�H �W�H�U�P�V �W�K�D�W �F�R�P�E�L�Q�H�G �G�H�V�F�U�L�S�W�L�Y�H �D�Q�G �H�Y�D�O�X�D�W�L�Y�H �D�V�S�H�F�W�V�� �V�R�P�H-

times in a hardly distinguishable way. �� I would like to consider pornography as 

�D �
�W�K�L�F�N �P�R�U�D�O �F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�� ���=�D�Q�J�Z�L�O�O �…�ƒ�„�†���� �R�U �P�R�U�H �S�U�H�F�L�V�H�O�\ �D�V �D�Q �
�R�E�M�H�F�W�L�R�Q�D�E�O�H 

�W�K�L�F�N �F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�� ���(�N�O�X�Q�G �…�ƒ�„�„���� �(�Y�H�Q �W�K�R�X�J�K �W�K�H �R�E�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q �W�K�D�W �
�S�R�U�Q�R�J�U�D�S�K�\ �L�V 

���1�2�7 �D �Q�H�X�W�U�D�O �W�R�S�L�F���� ���6�P�L�W�K �D�Q�G �$�W�W�Z�R�R�G �…�ƒ�„�‡�� �Œ�� �K�D�V �D�F�F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�G �U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K 

�R�Q �S�R�U�Q�R�J�U�D�S�K�\ �V�L�Q�F�H �L�W�V �E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J�V��4 I consider it useful and necessary to 

�W�K�L�Q�N �D�E�R�X�W �S�R�U�Q�R�J�U�D�S�K�\ �L�Q �W�K�L�V �E�U�R�D�G�H�U �V�H�Q�V�H�� �$�V �U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K �K�D�V �D�O�V�R �V�K�R�Z�Q�� 

��	 �K�W�W�S�V�������P�H�R�Z���Z�W�I���…�ƒ�…�ƒ���ƒ�‡���„�Š���F�R�U�R�Q�D�� ���D�F�F�H�V�V�H�G �-�X�Q�H �…�Œ�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ����

��	 �2�Q �0�D�U�F�K �…�†�� �L�Q �U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H �W�R �D �U�H�T�X�H�V�W �I�U�R�P Forbes �P�D�J�D�]�L�Q�H�� �3�R�U�Q�K�X�E �U�H�O�H�D�V�H�G �W�K�H 

�4�U�V�W �
�&�R�U�R�Q�D�Y�L�U�X�V �–�Q�V�L�J�K�W�V���� �7�K�H �V�H�Y�H�Q�W�K �D�Q�G �O�D�W�H�V�W �X�S�G�D�W�H �Z�D�V �R�Q �-�X�Q�H �„�‹�� https://www.

pornhub.com/insights/  ���D�F�F�H�V�V�H�G �-�X�Q�H �„�‹�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ����

��	 �:�L�O�O�L�D�P�V �K�L�P�V�H�O�I �U�H�I�H�U�V �W�R �D �V�H�P�L�Q�D�U �E�\ �3�K�L�O�L�S�S�D �)�R�R�W �D�Q�G �–�U�L�V �0�X�U�G�R�F�K �L�Q �W�K�H �„�Œ�ˆ�ƒ�V�� 

�Z�K�L�F�K �K�H �D�W�W�H�Q�G�H�G�� �D�V �L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Q�J �W�K�H �L�G�H�D �R�I �W�K�H �W�H�U�P �� �:�L�O�O�L�D�P�V �„�Œ�‹�ˆ�� �…�„�‹�� �V�H�H �D�O�V�R �$�E�H�Q�G 

�…�ƒ�„�Œ�� �…�„�ƒ�� �.�L�U�F�K�L�Q �…�ƒ�„�†�D���� �$�Q�R�W�K�H�U �U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H �D�O�Z�D�\�V �P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�H�G �L�V �*�L�O�E�H�U�W �5�\�O�H���V �Q�R�W�L�R�Q 

�R�I �
 �W�K�L�F�N �G�H�V�F�U�L�S�W�L�R�Q�V���� �Z�K�L�F�K �D�J�D�L�Q �Z�D�V �D�G�D�S�W�H�G �E�\ �D�Q�W�K�U�R�S�R�O�R�J�L�V�W �&�O�L�•�R�U�G �*�H�H�U�W�] 

���.�L�U�F�K�L�Q �…�ƒ�„�†�E�� �9�¦�\�U�\�Q�H�Q �…�ƒ�„�Œ���� �2�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O�O�\ �D �F�R�Q�F�H�S�W �R�I �P�R�U�D�O �S�K�L�O�R�V�R�S�K�\�� �L�W �Z�D�V �T�X�L�F�N�O�\ 

adopted by other areas of philosophy such as epistemology and aesthetics (Väyrynen 

�…�ƒ�„�Œ�� �D�V �Z�H�O�O �D�V �E�\ �R�W�K�H�U �G�L�V�F�L�S�O�L�Q�H�V �V�X�F�K �D�V �V�R�F�L�R�O�R�J�\ ���$�E�H�Q�G �…�ƒ�„�Œ���� �7�R�G�D�\�� The Stanford 

Encyclopedia of Philosophy considers thick terms and concepts as “widely agreed to be of 

�S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O�O�\ �K�L�J�K �V�L�J�Q�L�4�F�D�Q�F�H�� �� �9�¦�\�U�\�Q�H�Q �…�ƒ�„�Œ����

��	 �3�R�U�Q �V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V �4�Q�G �W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V �U�H�S�H�D�W�H�G�O�\ �R�E�O�L�J�H�G �W�R �U�H�V�S�R�Q�G �W�R �W�K�H�L�U �V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G�O�\ 

�R�•�H�Q�V�L�Y�H �V�X�E�M�H�F�W �P�D�W�W�H�U�� �7�K�H�L�U �V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W�V �D�Q�G �U�H�5�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V �R�Q �W�K�L�V �W�R�S�L�F �S�H�U�P�H�D�W�H �W�K�H 



������

pornography often receives a special status that allows morally evaluative 

�M�X�G�J�P�H�Q�W�V �W�R �E�H �G�L�V�J�X�L�V�H�G �D�V �G�H�V�F�U�L�S�W�L�Y�H �R�Q�H�V�� �$�V �$�O�D�Q �0�F�.�H�H �S�R�L�Q�W�V �R�X�W�� �L�W 

seems much more productive to think about what pornography shares with 

other phenomena than what is special about it: 

Exceptionalist approaches think that everything about pornography is 

unique—but this is only because they are looking so closely that they 

�P�L�V�V �W�K�H �Z�R�U�O�G �D�U�R�X�Q�G �W�K�H �S�R�U�Q�R�J�U�D�S�K�\�� �L�Q �Z�K�L�F�K �P�D�Q�\ �F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�L�V�W�L�F�V 

are common. … As long as we study pornography in isolation we cannot 

properly understand how much of our object of study is actually broader 

�F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O �P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�V �U�D�W�K�H�U �W�K�D�Q �E�H�L�Q�J �V�S�H�F�L�4�F �W�R �S�R�U�Q�R�J�U�D�S�K�\ �� �� ���0�F�.�H�H 

�…�ƒ�„�‰�� �„�„�‰�� 

�8�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J �S�R�U�Q�R�J�U�D�S�K�\ �D�V �D �P�R�U�D�O�O�\ �W�K�L�F�N �F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�� �W�K�H �Q�R�W�L�R�Q �
�S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F 

�S�R�U�Q�� �F�D�Q �E�H �F�R�Q�F�H�L�Y�H�G �L�Q �D�W �O�H�D�V�W �W�Z�R �Z�D�\�V�� �4�U�V�W�� �I�R�U �W�K�H �N�L�Q�G �R�I �S�R�U�Q�R�J�U�D�S�K�\ 

that deals with or refers to the coronavirus pandemic (descriptive dimension). 

�6�H�F�R�Q�G�� �L�W �P�D�U�N�V �D�Q�G �H�[�W�H�Q�G�V �W�K�H �W�U�H�Q�G �W�R �O�D�E�H�O �H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J �Z�H ���V�K�R�X�O�G �Q�R�W�� 

desire as pornographic (descriptive and evaluative dimension). We remember 

�U�D�W�K�H�U �Q�H�Z �S�K�H�Q�R�P�H�Q�D �V�X�F�K �D�V �I�R�R�G �S�R�U�Q�� �W�R�U�W�X�U�H �S�R�U�Q�� �Z�D�U �S�R�U�Q�� �H�D�U�W�K 

�S�R�U�Q�� �S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\ �S�R�U�Q�� �H�W�F�� �–�Q �W�K�L�V �O�D�W�W�H�U �V�H�Q�V�H�� �W�K�H �W�H�U�P �L�V �D�O�V�R �X�V�H�G �I�R�U 

“compelling photos of the coronavirus pandemic ... with the implication being 

that media outlets that publish it are trying to exploit a national tragedy for 

�F�O�L�F�N�V�� ���%�H�U�H�]�R�Z �…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� �–�Q �D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�� �D �W�K�L�U�G ���S�U�L�P�D�U�L�O�\ �H�Y�D�O�X�D�W�L�Y�H�� �G�L�P�H�Q�V�L�R�Q 

�H�[�L�V�W�V �Z�K�H�Q �W�K�L�Q�N�L�Q�J �D�E�R�X�W �W�K�H �F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�V �R�I �S�R�U�Q�R�J�U�D�S�K�\�� �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �D�Q�G 

their interconnection: The Porn Pandemic  ���)�H�U�H�E�H�H �…�ƒ�„�‰��. Books such as the 

one by Andrew Ferebee are not just  �6�L�P�S�O�H���*�X�L�G�H�>�V�@���W�R���(�Q�G�L�Q�‘���3�R�U�Q�R�‘�U�D�S�K�\��

�D�Q�G���0�D�V�W�X�U�E�D�W�L�R�Q���$�G�G�L�F�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���*�H�W�W�L�Q�‘���%�D�F�N���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���5�H�D�O���:�R�U�O�G�� �W�K�H�\ �D�U�H �D 

symptom and product of the debates on pornography that have accompanied 

the term from the very beginning. 

�7�K�H���6�H�F�U�H�W���0�X�V�H�X�P���D�Q�G���W�K�H���2�U�L�J�L�Q�V���R�I���W�K�H���7�H�U�P���
�3�R�U�Q�R�J�U�D�S�K�\��

As Walter Kendrick shows in his groundbreaking analysis The Secret Museum  

���„�Œ�‹�Š���� �W�K�H �W�H�U�P �
�S�R�U�Q�R�J�U�D�S�K�\�� �4�U�V�W �D�S�S�H�D�U�H�G �L�Q �W�K�H �(�Q�J�O�L�V�K �O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H �D�V �Z�H 

�N�Q�R�Z �L�W �W�R�G�D�\ �L�Q �„�‹�ˆ�ƒ�� �L�Q �W�K�H �F�R�Q�W�H�[�W �R�I �W�K�H �H�[�F�D�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I �3�R�P�S�H�L�L�� �$�P�R�Q�J 

�W�K�H �Y�D�V�H�V�� �V�F�X�O�S�W�X�U�H�V�� �S�D�L�Q�W�L�Q�J�V�� �D�Q�G �I�U�H�V�F�R�H�V �W�K�D�W �W�K�H �D�U�F�K�D�H�R�O�R�J�L�V�W�V 

unearthed there were some that challenged the archival system due to 

�W�K�H�L�U �P�R�U�D�O �L�Q�G�H�F�H�Q�F�\�� �
�D �V�P�D�O�O �P�D�U�E�O�H �V�W�D�W�X�H�� �K�L�J�K�O�\ �Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�L�V�W�L�F �L�Q �V�W�\�O�H�� 

�U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�L�Q�J �D �V�D�W�\�U �L�Q �V�H�[�X�D�O �F�R�Q�J�U�H�V�V �Z�L�W�K �D�Q �D�S�S�D�U�H�Q�W�O�\ �X�Q�G�D�X�Q�W�H�G �J�R�D�W�� 

���.�H�Q�G�U�L�F�N �„�Œ�‹�Š�� �‰���� �Q�X�P�H�U�R�X�V �U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I �W�K�H �I�H�U�W�L�O�L�W�\ �J�R�G �3�U�L�D�S�X�V�� �Z�K�R 

�Z�D�V �H�D�V�L�O�\ �L�G�H�Q�W�L�4�H�G �E�\ �K�L�V �
�J�L�J�D�Q�W�L�F �H�U�H�F�W �S�K�D�O�O�X�V�� �R�I�W�H�Q �R�X�W �R�I �D�O�O �K�X�P�D�Q 

�V�F�D�O�H�� �Z�K�L�F�K �K�H �E�U�D�Q�G�L�V�K�H�V �E�H�F�D�X�V�H �L�W �L�V �K�L�V �H�V�V�H�Q�F�H�� ���‹���� �D�V �Z�H�O�O �D�V �S�D�L�Q�W�L�Q�J�V 

research literature as much as their research on pornography itself (see for example 

�/���b�:�L�O�O�L�D�P�V �„�Œ�‹�Œ�� �„�„�� �.�R�F�K �>�„�Œ�Œ�Š�@ �…�ƒ�„�‰�� �…�‡�Œ�•���� �6�P�L�W�K �D�Q�G �$�W�W�Z�R�R�G �…�ƒ�„�‡����



������ Pandemic Media

�R�I �F�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�Q�J �S�H�R�S�O�H �D�Q�G �
�O�H�Z�G �V�F�X�O�S�W�X�U�H�V�� ���…�ˆ���� �7�K�H �U�H�D�O �V�F�D�Q�G�D�O�� �K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�� 

�Z�D�V �Q�R�W �W�K�H �D�U�W�L�I�D�F�W�V �W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V�� �E�X�W �W�K�H�L�U �V�L�J�Q�L�4�F�D�Q�F�H �L�Q �W�K�H �O�L�Y�H�V �R�I �W�K�H 

�F�L�W�\���V �L�Q�K�D�E�L�W�D�Q�W�V�� �
�3�D�L�Q�W�L�Q�J�V �R�I �Q�X�G�H �E�R�G�L�H�V�� �H�Y�H�Q �L�Q �W�K�H �D�F�W �R�I �V�H�[�� �K�D�G �E�H�H�Q 

�S�O�D�F�H�G �V�L�G�H �E�\ �V�L�G�H �Z�L�W�K �O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H�V �D�Q�G �V�W�L�O�O �O�L�I�H�V�� �I�R�U�P�L�Q�J �D �M�X�P�E�O�H �W�K�D�W �P�\�V-

�W�L�4�H�G �P�R�G�H�U�Q �R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�U�V�� ���Œ���� �H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�V �.�H�Q�G�U�L�F�N�� �+�H �D�O�V�R �U�H�I�H�U�V �W�R �W�K�H �Q�R�W�H�V 

of a cataloguer who was shocked to discover: “The inhabitants of Pompeii ... 

�S�O�D�F�H�G �W�K�H�V�H �V�X�E�M�H�F�W�V�� �U�H�S�X�O�V�H�G �E�\ �P�R�G�H�V�W�\�� �L�Q �W�K�H �P�R�V�W �F�R�Q�V�S�L�F�X�R�X�V �S�O�D�F�H�V�� 

�V�R �Z�L�G�H�O�\ �G�L�G �W�K�H�L�U �L�G�H�D�V �R�I �P�R�U�D�O�V �G�L�•�H�U �I�U�R�P �R�X�U�V�� ���„�ƒ���� �)�U�R�P �W�K�H �E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J�� 

the controversial items were kept separately and made accessible only to 

�
�J�H�Q�W�O�H�P�H�Q �Z�L�W�K �D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�H �G�H�P�H�D�Q�R�U ���D�Q�G �U�H�D�G�\ �F�D�V�K �I�R�U �W�K�H �F�X�V�W�R�G�L�D�Q���� 

���‰���� �E�X�W �D�I�W�H�U �D �Z�K�L�O�H�� �.�H�Q�G�U�L�F�N �S�R�L�Q�W�V �R�X�W�� �D �V�X�L�W�D�E�O�H �S�O�D�F�H �D�Q�G �F�O�D�V�V�L�4�F�D�W�L�R�Q 

system was needed to catalog the artifacts: “The name chosen for them was 

���S�R�U�Q�R�J�U�D�S�K�\���� �D�Q�G �W�K�H�\ �Z�H�U�H �K�R�X�V�H�G �L�Q �W�K�H �6�H�F�U�H�W �0�X�V�H�X�P�� ���„�„����

�)�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J �W�K�H �S�X�E�O�L�F �G�H�E�D�W�H �R�Q �S�R�U�Q�R�J�U�D�S�K�\ �L�Q�W�R �W�K�H �„�Œ�‹�ƒ�V�� �.�H�Q�G�U�L�F�N �F�R�P�H�V �W�R 

�W�K�H �F�R�Q�F�O�X�V�L�R�Q �W�K�D�W �
���S�R�U�Q�R�J�U�D�S�K�\�� �Q�D�P�H�V �D�Q �D�U�J�X�P�H�Q�W�� �Q�R�W �D �W�K�L�Q�J�� ���„�Œ�‹�Š�� �†�„������ 

�–�Q �R�W�K�H�U �Z�R�U�G�V�� �Z�K�D�W �L�V �S�H�U�F�H�L�Y�H�G �D�V �
�S�R�U�Q�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�F�� �G�H�S�H�Q�G�V �R�Q �W�K�H �S�U�H�Y�D�L�O�L�Q�J 

moral concepts of its time:

�–�Q �W�K�H �P�L�G���Q�L�Q�H�W�H�H�Q�W�K �F�H�Q�W�X�U�\�� �3�R�P�S�H�L�L�D�Q �I�U�H�V�F�R�H�V �Z�H�U�H �G�H�H�P�H�G 

���S�R�U�Q�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�F�� �D�Q�G �O�R�F�N�H�G �D�Z�D�\ �L�Q �V�H�F�U�H�W �F�K�D�P�E�H�U�V �V�D�I�H �I�U�R�P �Y�L�U�J�L�Q�D�O 

�P�L�Q�G�V�� �Q�R�W �O�R�Q�J �W�K�H�U�H�D�I�W�H�U�� Madame Bovary was put on trial for harboring 

�W�K�H �V�D�P�H �G�D�Q�J�H�U�� �$ �F�H�Q�W�X�U�\���O�R�Q�J �S�D�U�D�G�H �R�I �F�R�X�U�W �F�D�V�H�V �H�Q�V�X�H�G�� �G�H�O�L�E-

erating the perniciousness of Ulysses �� Lady Chatterley’s Lover�� Tropic 

of Cancer�� �D�Q�G �V�F�R�U�H�V �R�I �R�W�K�H�U �4�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �P�D�Q�\ �R�I �Z�K�L�F�K �Q�R�Z �D�S�S�H�D�U 

routinely on the syllabi of college literature courses. All these �W�K�L�Q�‘�V were 

���S�R�U�Q�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�F�� �R�Q�F�H �D�Q�G �K�D�Y�H �F�H�D�V�H�G �W�R �E�H �V�R�� �Q�R�Z �W�K�H �V�W�L�J�P�D �J�R�H�V �W�R 

�V�H�[�X�D�O�O�\ �H�[�S�O�L�F�L�W �S�L�F�W�X�U�H�V�� �4�O�P�V�� �D�Q�G �Y�L�G�H�R�W�D�S�H�V�� ���.�H�Q�G�U�L�F�N �„�Œ�‹�Š�� �[�L�L��

�6�L�Q�F�H �W�K�H�Q�� �P�R�U�H �W�L�P�H �K�D�V �S�D�V�V�H�G�� �–�Q �W�K�H �O�D�V�W �W�Z�H�Q�W�\ �\�H�D�U�V�� �P�D�Q�\ �Q�H�Z �I�R�U�P�V 

of pornography have emerged in popular culture. A trend that Kendrick had 

�D�O�U�H�D�G�\ �D�Q�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H�G�� �
�� �L�W �V�H�H�P�V �O�L�N�H�O�\ �W�K�D�W �I�X�W�X�U�H �J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �L�I �W�K�H�\ �X�V�H 

�W�K�H �W�H�U�P �>�S�R�U�Q�R�J�U�D�S�K�\�@ �D�W �D�O�O�� �Z�L�O�O �P�H�D�Q �E�\ �L�W �V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J �T�X�L�W�H �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W��

something as unimaginable today as Debbie Does Dallas  �Z�D�V �4�I�W�\ �\�H�D�U�V �D�J�R�� 

���„�Œ�‹�Š�� �[�L�L���� �$�Q�G �K�H �Z�D�V �U�L�J�K�W�� �-�X�V�W �D�V �
�X�Q�L�P�D�J�L�Q�D�E�O�H�� �D�V Debbie Does Dallas (US 

�„�Œ�Š�‹�� �Z�D�V �L�Q �W�K�H �„�Œ�†�ƒ�V�� Debbie Does Salad ���.�D�X�I�P�D�Q �…�ƒ�ƒ�ˆ�� �Z�D�V �S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\ �L�Q �„�Œ�‹�Š�� 

�(�[�S�O�R�V�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���3�R�U�Q�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�F

�3�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\ �V�L�Q�F�H �W�K�H �…�ƒ�ƒ�ƒ�V�� �W�K�H�U�H �K�D�V �E�H�H�Q �D�Q �H�[�S�D�Q�V�L�R�Q�� �R�U �L�Q �+�H�O�H�Q �+�H�V�W�H�U���V 

�Z�R�U�G�V�� �D�Q �
�H�[�S�O�R�V�L�R�Q�� ���+�H�V�W�H�U �…�ƒ�„�‡�� �„�‹�„�•�����V�K�H �G�R�H�V�Q���W �V�H�H�P �W�R �N�Q�R�Z �&�D�V�H�W�W�L�� 

�L�Q �W�K�H �X�V�H �R�I �W�K�H �W�H�U�P ���S�R�U�Q�R�J�U�D�S�K�\���� �:�K�D�W �L�V �V�W�U�L�N�L�Q�J �L�V �W�K�D�W �V�H�[ �V�H�H�P�V �W�R �E�H 

��	 �:�H �P�D�\ �U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U�� �I�R�U �H�[�D�P�S�O�H�� �8�Q�L�W�H�G �6�W�D�W�H�V �6�X�S�U�H�P�H �&�R�X�U�W �-�X�V�W�L�F�H �3�R�W�W�H�U �6�W�H�Z�D�U�W���V 

�I�D�P�R�X�V �H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q �
�– �N�Q�R�Z �L�W �Z�K�H�Q �– �V�H�H �L�W�� �W�R �F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�L�]�H �K�D�U�G���F�R�U�H �S�R�U�Q�R�J�U�D�S�K�\ �L�Q 

�„�Œ�‰�‡��



������

�G�L�V�S�O�D�F�H�G �L�Q �W�K�H �S�K�H�Q�R�P�H�Q�D �G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G �D�V �S�R�U�Q�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�F ���„�‹�„�•������ �–�Q �K�H�U �F�R�Q-

�F�H�S�W�X�D�O �D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V �R�I �W�K�H �W�H�U�P�� �1�L�Q�D �6�F�K�X�P�D�F�K�H�U ���…�ƒ�„�Š�� �G�L�V�W�L�Q�J�X�L�V�K�H�V �Y�D�U�L�R�X�V 

�I�R�U�P�V �R�I �W�K�H�V�H �S�R�U�Q�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�F �F�R�Q�4�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �$�V �V�K�H �S�R�L�Q�W�V �R�X�W�� �W�K�H �W�H�U�P 

�S�R�U�Q�R�J�U�D�S�K�\ �L�V �F�K�D�U�J�H�G �Z�L�W�K �Q�H�Z �F�R�Q�Q�R�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I �W�K�H �L�P�P�R�U�D�O�� �W�K�H �F�R�Q-

�G�H�P�Q�D�E�O�H�� �R�U �W�K�H �R�E�V�F�H�Q�H�� �:�K�D�W �W�K�H�V�H �S�R�U�Q�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�H�V �K�D�Y�H �L�Q �F�R�P�P�R�Q �L�V �W�K�D�W 

they approach their objects closer than usual and exhibit them in a rather 

�H�[�F�H�V�V�L�Y�H �Z�D�\ ���6�F�K�X�P�D�F�K�H�U �…�ƒ�„�Š�� �„�„�I������ �–�Q �W�K�L�V �P�D�Q�Q�H�U�� �W�K�H�\ �D�G�G�U�H�V�V �D�Q�G �H�[�S�R�V�H 

�Z�K�D�W �L�V �Q�R�W ���\�H�W�� �V�K�R�Z�Q �R�U �X�V�X�D�O�O�\ �Q�R�W �Y�L�V�L�E�O�H �R�U �P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�D�E�O�H ���„�„�I������ 

Schumacher locates rather ironic forms such as fruit porn or the picture book 

Porn for New Moms ���$�Q�G�H�U�V�R�Q �…�ƒ�ƒ�‹�� �L�Q �W�K�H �V�D�W�L�U�L�F�D�O���F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O �W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q �R�I �W�K�H 

�F�R�Q�F�H�S�W ���6�F�K�X�P�D�F�K�H�U �…�ƒ�„�Š�� �…�„�†�I���� �2���7�R�R�O�H �„�Œ�Œ�‹�� �„���� �7�K�H �O�D�W�W�H�U �I�H�D�W�X�U�H�V �D�W�W�U�D�F�W�L�Y�H 

�P�H�Q �Z�K�L�V�S�H�U�L�Q�J ���R�E�V�F�H�Q�L�W�L�H�V�� �V�X�F�K �D�V �
�6�R�� �W�H�O�O �P�H �D�J�D�L�Q�� �Z�K�D�W �Z�D�V �W�K�H �F�R�Q�V�L�V-

�W�H�Q�F�\ �R�I �W�K�H �S�R�R�S�� �R�U �
�/�H�W���V �Q�R�W �K�D�Y�H �V�H�[ �W�R�Q�L�J�K�W�� �/�H�W �P�H �M�X�V�W �U�X�E �\�R�X�U �I�H�H�W 

�Z�K�L�O�H �\�R�X �W�H�O�O �P�H �D�E�R�X�W �W�K�H �E�D�E�\���V �G�D�\�� ���6�F�K�X�P�D�F�K�H�U �…�ƒ�„�Š�� �…�„�ƒ�I������ �%�H�\�R�Q�G �W�K�D�W�� 

�V�K�H �F�O�D�V�V�L�4�H�V �W�K�H �
�O�L�I�H�V�W�\�O�H���S�R�U�Q�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�H�V�� �I�R�R�G�� �W�U�D�Y�H�O�� �D�Q�G �S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\ �S�R�U�Q �D�V 

�
�S�R�U�Q�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�H�V �R�I �G�H�V�L�U�H�� ���…�„�‡���� �7�K�H�V�H �Z�R�X�O�G �D�Z�D�N�H�Q �O�R�Q�J�L�Q�J�V ���I�R�U �I�R�R�G�� �W�U�D�Y�H�O�� 

real estate) for which there can be no immediate or no satisfaction at all. In 

�W�K�L�V �F�D�V�H�� �W�K�H �S�R�U�Q�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�F �P�D�Q�L�I�H�V�W�V �L�W�V�H�O�I �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�D�O �D�H�V�W�K�H�W�L�F 

�V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�H�V �N�Q�R�Z�Q �I�U�R�P �S�R�U�Q�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�F �4�O�P�V�� �H���J�� �W�K�H �F�O�R�V�H���X�S �D�V �D�Q �H�[�S�U�H�V-

sion of the “principle of maximum visibility �� ���/���b�:�L�O�O�L�D�P�V �„�Œ�‹�Œ�� �‡�‹�� �6�F�K�X�P�D�F�K�H�U 

�…�ƒ�„�Š�� �…�„�ˆ���� �+�H�V�W�H�U �I�X�U�W�K�H�U �D�W�W�H�V�W�V �D �
�K�D�U�P�O�H�V�V �Y�R�\�H�X�U�L�V�W�L�F �S�O�H�D�V�X�U�H �W�D�N�H�Q �L�Q 

�U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I �G�H�V�L�U�D�E�O�H �L�W�H�P�V �D�Q�G �F�R�Y�H�W�D�E�O�H �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�V�� ���+�H�V�W�H�U �…�ƒ�„�‡�� 

�„�‹�Š���� �$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J �W�R �6�F�K�X�P�D�F�K�H�U�� �F�R�P�S�R�Q�H�Q�W�V �R�I �W�K�H �S�R�U�Q�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�F �D�U�H �M�X�V�W �D�V 

�P�X�F�K �U�H�D�O�L�]�H�G �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �W�K�H �R�E�V�F�H�Q�L�W�\ �R�I �Z�K�D�W �L�V �V�K�R�Z�Q�� �L���H�� �W�K�H �D�E�X�Q�G�D�Q�F�H�� �W�K�H 

�G�H�F�D�G�H�Q�F�H�� �Z�K�L�F�K �R�Q�H �E�H�F�R�P�H�V �D�Z�D�U�H �R�I �Z�K�H�Q �Z�D�W�F�K�L�Q�J �D�Q�G �V�H�F�U�H�W�O�\ �G�H�V�L�U�L�Q�J 

�X�Q�K�H�D�O�W�K�\ �E�X�W �W�D�V�W�\ �I�R�R�G�� �W�U�D�Y�H�O�� �R�U �S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\ �R�Q�H �F�D�Q�Q�R�W �D�•�R�U�G ���6�F�K�X�P�D�F�K�H�U 

�…�ƒ�„�Š�� �…�„�ˆ�•������ �6�K�H �D�S�W�O�\ �S�R�L�Q�W�V �R�X�W �W�K�D�W �W�K�H�V�H ���S�R�U�Q�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�H�V �R�I �G�H�V�L�U�H�� �D�U�H �S�U�R-

�G�X�F�W�V �R�I �F�D�S�L�W�D�O�L�V�P �S�U�R�S�D�J�D�W�L�Q�J �E�R�X�Q�G�O�H�V�V �L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�� �Z�K�L�F�K �F�D�Q�Q�R�W �W�R�O�H�U�D�W�H �W�K�H 

�4�Q�L�W�H �V�D�W�L�V�I�D�F�W�L�R�Q �R�I �Q�H�H�G�V ���…�„�‹���� �0�R�U�H �S�R�S�X�O�D�U �S�K�H�Q�R�P�H�Q�D �V�X�F�K �D�V �W�R�U�W�X�U�H 

�S�R�U�Q�� �P�L�V�H�U�\ �R�U �V�R�F�L�D�O �S�R�U�Q�� �R�U �
�3�R�U�Q�R�J�U�D�S�K�\ �R�I �W�K�H �*�D�J �5�H�5�H�[�� ���+�H�V�W�H�U �…�ƒ�„�‡�� 

�‡�Œ�•����6 �D�U�H �F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�L�]�H�G �E�\ �6�F�K�X�P�D�F�K�H�U �D�V ���S�R�U�Q�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�H�V �R�I �W�K�H �U�H�M�H�F�W�H�G�� 

���…�ƒ�„�Š�� �…�…�‡�•������ �:�K�D�W �L�V �U�H�M�H�F�W�H�G �L�V �W�K�H �K�X�P�D�Q �R�U �V�R�F�L�D�O �E�R�G�\ �L�W�V�H�O�I �D�Q�G�� �H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\�� 

�L�W�V �E�R�G�L�O�\ �5�X�L�G�V�� �7�K�H �R�E�V�F�H�Q�L�W�\ �R�I �Z�K�D�W �L�V �V�K�R�Z�Q �O�L�H�V �L�Q �W�K�H �H�[�S�R�V�X�U�H �D�Q�G �W�K�H 

display of the body in pain or distress. 

��	 �'�D�Y�L�G �(�G�H�O�V�W�H�L�Q ���…�ƒ�ƒ�‰�� �F�R�L�Q�H�G �W�K�H �W�H�U�P �
�W�R�U�W�X�U�H �S�R�U�Q�� �W�R �F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�L�]�H �K�R�U�U�R�U �4�O�P�V 

�W�K�D�W �H�[�S�R�V�H �W�K�H �Y�X�O�Q�H�U�D�E�L�O�L�W�\ �R�I �W�K�H �E�R�G�\ �L�Q �D �V�S�H�F�W�D�F�X�O�D�U �Z�D�\�� �Z�K�L�F�K �P�H�D�Q�V �W�K�U�R�X�J�K 

�G�H�S�L�F�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I �W�R�U�W�X�U�H�� �U�D�S�H�� �R�U �G�H�V�W�U�R�\�H�G �E�R�G�L�H�V �L�Q �J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�� �0�L�V�H�U�\ �S�R�U�Q ���+�H�V�W�H�U �…�ƒ�„�‡�� 

�„�‹�„�•���� �R�U�� �L�Q �D �P�R�U�H �J�H�Q�H�U�D�O �V�H�Q�V�H�� ���V�R�F�L�D�O �S�R�U�Q�� ���6�F�K�X�P�D�F�K�H�U �…�ƒ�„�Š�� �…�…�‡�•���� �U�H�I�H�U�V �W�R 

�O�L�W�H�U�D�W�X�U�H�� �4�O�P�V�� �R�U �7�9 �V�K�R�Z�V �L�Q �Z�K�L�F�K �S�R�Y�H�U�W�\ �R�U �R�W�K�H�U �I�R�U�P�V �R�I �V�R�F�L�D�O �K�D�U�G�V�K�L�S �D�U�H 

�H�[�S�R�V�H�G�� �$�V ���S�R�U�Q�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�H�V �R�I �W�K�H �J�D�J �U�H�5�H�[�� �+�H�V�W�H�U �G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�V �I�R�U �H�[�D�P�S�O�H �&�K�D�U�O�R�W�W�H 

Roche’s novel Wetlands ���…�ƒ�ƒ�Œ�� �R�U �W�K�H �–�Q�W�H�U�Q�H�W �S�K�H�Q�R�P�H�Q�R�Q �…���*�L�U�O�V���„���&�X�S ���…�ƒ�ƒ�Š����



������ Pandemic Media

�:�L�W�K�R�X�W �J�R�L�Q�J �L�Q�W�R �W�K�H �U�H�P�D�L�Q�L�Q�J �S�R�U�Q�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�F �F�R�Q�4�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V �G�L�V�F�X�V�V�H�G 
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the pornographic’ and shares the aesthetic characteristics and connotations 

highlighted by Schumacher and Hester with these new forms. It marks and 
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This observation reminds us once again how interwoven fears around sexu -

ality and new media are. It also poses the question of the interconnection 

between pandemic porn and pandemic media.
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�V�F�U�H�H�Q���W�L�P�H�������Z�K�L�F�K���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�V���X�Q�Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\���M�X�G�J��

�P�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���Y�D�O�X�D�W�L�R�Q�V��

�����(�)�)�(�&�7�6���6�7�8�'�–�(�6�� ��



������ Pandemic Media

�'�H�P�D�Q�G�L�Q�‘���W�K�D�W���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���M�X�V�W���Z�D�W�F�K���W�K�H���F�O�R�F�N��

�P�L�V�V�H�V���W�K�H���S�R�L�Q�W���R�I���S�D�U�H�Q�W�L�Q�‘���L�Q���W�K�H���G�L�‘�L�W�D�O���D�‘�H�� 

�6�R�Q�L�D���/�L�Y�L�Q�‘�V�W�R�Q�H���D�Q�G���$�O�L�F�L�D���%�O�X�P���5�R�V�V�����…�ƒ�…�ƒ�����‡�Š��

Screen time essentially became time itself.  

�'�D�Y�L�G���=�Z�H�L�‘�����…�ƒ�…�ƒ��

�2�Q �$�S�U�L�O �‰�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ���R�Q�O�\ �Z�H�H�N�V �D�I�W�H�U �1�H�Z �<�R�U�N �&�L�W�\���V �O�R�F�N�G�R�Z�Q �R�U�G�H�U�V �Z�H�U�H 

�D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�G�� �$�Q�G�U�H�Z �3�U�]�\�E�\�O�V�N�L �D�Q�G �3�H�W�H �(�W�F�K�H�O�O�V �S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G �D�Q �R�S�L�Q�L�R�Q �S�L�H�F�H 

in the New York Times �W�L�W�O�H�G �
�6�F�U�H�H�Q �7�L�P�H �L�V�Q���W �$�O�O �W�K�D�W �%�D�G���� �–�Q �W�K�H �Z�D�N�H �R�I �W�K�H 

�S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F�� �W�K�H�\ �Z�U�L�W�H�� �
�R�X�U �I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V�� �V�F�U�H�H�Q �W�L�P�H �L�V �D�E�R�X�W �W�R �J�R �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �W�K�H 

�U�R�R�I�� �D�Q�G �W�K�D�W���V �4�Q�H�� ���3�U�]�\�E�\�O�V�N�L �D�Q�G �(�W�F�K�H�O�O�V �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �…�Š���� 

Przybylski and Etchells challenge the long-standing dominance of the 

�P�H�G�L�D �H�•�H�F�W�V �S�D�U�D�G�L�J�P�� �D �U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K �W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q �D�G�Y�D�Q�F�H�G �L�Q �4�H�O�G�V �I�U�R�P 

�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V �W�R �S�V�\�F�K�R�O�R�J�\ �W�K�D�W �H�Q�G�H�D�Y�R�U�V �W�R �4�Q�G �G�L�U�H�F�W �F�D�X�V�D�O �O�L�Q�N�V 

�E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �H�[�S�R�V�X�U�H �W�R �P�H�G�L�D �D�Q�G �S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U �K�H�D�O�W�K �R�U �E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U�D�O �H�•�H�F�W�V �L�Q 

�\�R�X�Q�J �D�X�G�L�H�Q�F�H�V ���3�U�]�\�E�\�O�V�N�L �D�Q�G �(�W�F�K�H�O�O�V �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �…�Š���� �6�L�Q�F�H �D�W �O�H�D�V�W �W�K�H �„�Œ�Œ�ƒ�V�� 

�U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�H�U�V �K�D�Y�H �
�F�D�X�W�L�R�Q�>�H�G�@ �D�J�D�L�Q�V�W �W�K�H �N�L�Q�G�V �R�I �V�L�P�S�O�L�V�W�L�F�� �F�D�V�X�D�O �F�R�Q-

�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V �W�K�D�W �D�U�H �R�I�W�H�Q �G�H�U�L�Y�H�G �I�U�R�P ���H�•�H�F�W�V �V�W�X�G�L�H�V���� �–�Q�V�W�H�D�G�� �W�K�H�\ �D�G�Y�R�F�D�W�H 

a research agenda that pays more attention to the broader social context 

�R�I �K�R�Z �>�P�H�G�L�D�W�H�G�@ �L�P�D�J�H�V �D�U�H �D�F�W�X�D�O�O�\ �U�H�D�G�� ���.�L�Q�G�H�U �„�Œ�Œ�Œ�� �‡���� �7�K�H �Q�R�W�L�R�Q �R�I 

�
�V�F�U�H�H�Q �W�L�P�H�� �L�V �D �F�X�U�L�R�X�V �E�L�S�U�R�G�X�F�W �R�I �W�K�H �P�H�G�L�D �H�•�H�F�W�V �O�H�J�D�F�\�� �S�U�H�V�X�S�S�R�V�L�Q�J 

that engagement with screen-based media represents a distinct quality and 

kind of experience that can be measured as such. Przybylski and Etchells’s call 

to critically evaluate (and relax) prohibitive screen time limits thus gestures to 

�D �O�R�Q�J�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J �U�H�F�R�Q�4�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���V �P�H�G�L�D �G�L�V�F�R�X�U�V�H �W�K�D�W �W�K�H �&�2�9�–�'��

�„�Œ �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �K�D�V �K�H�O�S�H�G �W�R �D�F�F�H�O�H�U�D�W�H�� 

�7�K�L�V �U�H�F�R�Q�4�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q �H�Q�W�D�L�O�V �F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�L�Q�J �\�R�X�Q�J �F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���V �V�F�U�H�H�Q �W�L�P�H��

�L�Q�G�H�H�G�� �F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���V �W�L�P�H �R�Y�H�U�D�O�O���Q�R�W �D�V �D �E�R�X�Q�G�H�G �V�H�W �R�I �G�L�V�F�U�H�W�H �X�Q�L�W�V �W�R �E�H 

�O�L�P�L�W�H�G �D�Q�G �P�R�Q�L�W�R�U�H�G�� �E�X�W �D�V �5�H�[�L�E�O�H �D�Q�G �D�G�D�S�W�H�G �W�R �W�K�H �L�Q�W�H�Q�V�L�W�\ �R�I �F�K�L�O-

�G�U�H�Q���V �L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�V �D�Q�G �S�O�D�\�� �6�X�F�K �D �V�K�L�I�W �G�H�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�V �P�H�G�L�D �H�•�H�F�W�V �L�Q �I�D�Y�R�U �R�I 

recognizing media as one mode (among many) that can foster opportunities 

for engagement and connection. Interrogating screen time as the core metric 

�E�\ �Z�K�L�F�K �F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���V �P�H�G�L�D �H�Q�J�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W �L�V �M�X�G�J�H�G �R�•�H�U�V �Q�H�Z �R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V�� �Q�R�W 

�R�Q�O�\ �W�R �U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H �P�H�G�L�D �D�V �D �Z�D�\ �W�R �I�R�V�W�H�U �K�X�P�D�Q �F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q �G�X�U�L�Q�J �W�K�L�V �W�L�P�H�� 

but to reveal and unravel ways that time itself has prevented attention on chil -

dren’s everyday lived experiences in the present. 



������

�)�U�R�P���)�X�W�X�U�L�W�\���W�R���–�P�P�H�G�L�D�F�\

Although contemporary children’s media discourses are largely organized 

�D�U�R�X�Q�G �V�F�U�H�H�Q �W�L�P�H�� �H�D�U�O�L�H�U �S�U�H�R�F�F�X�S�D�W�L�R�Q�V �F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�L�Q�J �F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���V �L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V 

�Z�L�W�K �F�R�P�P�H�U�F�L�D�O �P�H�G�L�D �K�D�Y�H �S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�D�O�O�\ �U�H�5�H�F�W�H�G �D �F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q �Z�L�W�K time overall . 

The adoption of compulsory schooling and labor reform in the late nineteenth 

and early twentieth centuries subjected children’s time to new modes of 

�V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q �D�Q�G �U�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �F�K�D�U�J�L�Q�J �F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���V �O�H�L�V�X�U�H �W�L�P�H �Z�L�W�K 

heightened importance as a resource that can either be squandered or used 

�S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\ ���%�D�N �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �‡�…���‡�Œ���� �
�%�H�F�D�X�V�H �W�K�H �D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V �R�I �G�D�L�O�\ �O�L�I�H �S�U�R�Y�L�G�H �W�K�H 

�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�� �V�N�L�O�O�V�� �D�Q�G �E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U�V �F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q �D�F�T�X�L�U�H �D�V �W�K�H�\ �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S���� �:�D�U�W�H�O�O�D 

�D�Q�G �5�R�E�E �Z�U�L�W�H�� �
�L�W �L�V �Q�R �Z�R�Q�G�H�U �W�K�D�W �V�R �P�X�F�K �R�I �S�D�U�H�Q�W�D�O �F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q �I�R�F�X�V�H�V 

�R�Q �K�R�Z �F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q �V�S�H�Q�G �W�K�H�L�U �W�L�P�H�� ���…�ƒ�ƒ�‹�� �Š���‹���� �7�K�L�V �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V �R�Q �W�L�P�H �K�D�V 

�O�R�Q�J �E�H�H�Q �S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�� �E�X�W �D�V �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �K�D�V �V�K�L�I�W�H�G �W�K�H �S�H�U�F�H�Q�W�D�J�H �R�I �G�D�L�O�\ 

�D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V �W�K�D�W �D�U�H �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G �L�Q �D�Q�G �D�U�R�X�Q�G �W�K�H �K�R�P�H�� �S�D�U�H�Q�W�D�O �F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q �Z�L�W�K 

children’s time (and the amount of children’s time to be accounted for) has 

�W�D�N�H�Q �R�Q �Q�H�Z �V�L�J�Q�L�4�F�D�Q�F�H��

�7�K�H �V�W�D�N�H�V �R�I �K�R�Z �O�H�L�V�X�U�H �W�L�P�H �L�V �V�S�H�Q�W �D�Q�G �R�I �P�H�G�L�D �H�•�H�F�W�V �D�U�H �S�H�U�F�H�L�Y�H�G �W�R 

�E�H �K�L�J�K�H�U �I�R�U �F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�� �J�L�Y�H�Q �W�K�H �X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J �R�I �F�K�L�O�G�K�R�R�G���D�Q�G �H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\ 

early childhood—as a crucial developmental period. This developmental 

paradigm has dominated perceptions of childhood since the early twentieth 

�F�H�Q�W�X�U�\�� �D �S�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�L�Q�J �F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���V �V�R�F�L�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �W�K�D�W �I�X�H�O�V �D�Q�[�L�H�W�L�H�V 

�D�Q�G �P�R�U�D�O �S�D�Q�L�F�V �D�U�R�X�Q�G �F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���V �V�R�F�L�D�O �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W ���3�U�R�X�W �D�Q�G �-�D�P�H�V �„�Œ�Œ�Š�� 

�„�ƒ���„�‡���� �7�K�H �W�Z�R �F�O�R�V�H�O�\���O�L�Q�N�H�G �L�G�H�D�V�� �W�K�D�W �F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���V �W�L�P�H �L�V �S�U�H�F�L�R�X�V �D�Q�G �W�K�D�W 

�F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q �D�U�H �S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\ �L�P�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�E�O�H�� �I�R�U�P �W�K�H �F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V �Z�L�W�K�L�Q �Z�K�L�F�K 

children’s media culture has been understood. The principle focus on chil -

dren as subjects in-the-making (rather than as subjects in their own right) is 

�L�Q�H�[�W�U�L�F�D�E�O�\ �O�L�Q�N�H�G �W�R �F�O�D�V�V�L�F�D�O �P�H�G�L�D �H�•�H�F�W�V �W�K�H�R�U�\ �W�K�D�W �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�V �I�X�W�X�U�H �R�U 

long-term impacts over elements of everyday context. 

Communication theorist Neil Postman began his widely-cited The 

Disappearance of Childhood by characterizing children as “living messages we 

�V�H�Q�G �W�R �D �W�L�P�H �Z�H �Z�L�O�O �Q�R�W �V�H�H�� ���„�Œ�‹�…�� �[���� �3�R�V�W�P�D�Q �D�U�J�X�H�G �W�K�D�W �P�R�G�H�U�Q �H�O�H�F-

�W�U�R�Q�L�F �P�H�G�L�D �V�X�F�K �D�V �W�H�O�H�Y�L�V�L�R�Q �Z�H�U�H �H�•�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\ �P�D�N�L�Q�J �W�K�H �L�G�H�D �R�I �F�K�L�O�G�K�R�R�G 

�Y�D�Q�L�V�K�� �F�U�H�D�W�L�Q�J �W�K�H �4�J�X�U�H�V �R�I �W�K�H �
���D�G�X�O�W�L�4�H�G�� �F�K�L�O�G �D�Q�G �W�K�H ���F�K�L�O�G�L�4�H�G�� �D�G�X�O�W�� 

���„�…�‰���� �7�K�H�V�H �V�H�Q�W�L�P�H�Q�W�V �U�H�Y�H�D�O �D �S�U�H�R�F�F�X�S�D�W�L�R�Q �Z�L�W�K �I�X�W�X�U�L�W�\ �X�Q�L�T�X�H�O�\ �W�L�H�G 

�W�R �F�K�L�O�G�K�R�R�G�� �$�W �W�K�H �K�H�D�U�W �R�I �3�R�V�W�P�D�Q���V �L�Q�5�X�H�Q�W�L�D�O �D�U�J�X�P�H�Q�W �L�V �D�Q �X�Q�G�H�U-

�O�\�L�Q�J �S�H�U�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q �W�K�D�W �P�H�G�L�D �F�R�Q�I�R�X�Q�G�V �J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V ���D�Q�G �W�K�H 

�S�R�Z�H�U �G�\�Q�D�P�L�F�V �D�W�W�D�F�K�H�G �W�R �W�K�H�P���� �7�K�H �S�H�U�F�H�L�Y�H�G �D�G�Y�H�U�V�H �H�•�H�F�W�V �R�I �P�H�G�L�D 

�W�K�D�W �U�H�V�X�O�W �L�Q �D �
�O�R�V�V�� �R�I �F�K�L�O�G�O�L�N�H �L�Q�Q�R�F�H�Q�F�H �L�Q �3�R�V�W�P�D�Q���V �Z�R�U�N �D�Q�G �V�L�P�L�O�D�U 

�S�U�H�F�H�G�L�Q�J �D�U�J�X�P�H�Q�W�V�� �V�X�F�K �D�V �*�U�H�H�Q�4�H�O�G ���„�Œ�Š�†�� �D�Q�G �0�H�\�U�R�Z�L�W�] ���„�Œ�‹�‰���� �W�K�X�V 

also result in a loss of adult authority when children’s autonomy is recognized 

�U�D�W�K�H�U �W�K�D�Q �P�D�U�J�L�Q�D�O�L�]�H�G ���6�S�L�J�H�O �„�Œ�Œ�‹�� �„�…�‹����



������ Pandemic Media

�7�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F���V �U�H�F�R�Q�4�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �W�L�P�H �D�Q�G �W�K�H �U�H�O�D�W�H�G �F�K�D�Q�J�H�V �L�Q �D�G�X�O�W �Z�R�U�N 

�S�D�W�W�H�U�Q�V�� �F�K�L�O�G�F�D�U�H�� �D�Q�G �H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q �U�H�T�X�L�U�L�Q�J �P�R�U�H �F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q �W�R �V�S�H�Q�G �P�R�U�H �R�I 

their time in the home have newly emphasized a focus on necessary choices 

�I�R�U �F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���V �L�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H �F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V �R�Y�H�U �W�K�H�L�U �O�R�Q�J�H�U�� �V�S�H�F�X�O�D�W�L�Y�H �I�X�W�X�U�L�W�L�H�V��  

As the authors of one parenting piece noted: “this pandemic could extend 

�I�R�U �D �O�R�Q�J �W�L�P�H�� �V�R �D�V �\�R�X �F�U�H�D�W�H �Q�H�Z �U�R�X�W�L�Q�H�V�� �I�R�F�X�V �R�Q �K�D�E�L�W�V �W�K�D�W �D�U�H �V�X�V-

�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H �D�Q�G �S�U�D�F�W�L�F�D�O�� ���&�K�H�Q�J �D�Q�G �:�L�O�N�L�Q�V�R�Q �…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� �7�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F���V �L�Q�G�H�4�Q�L�W�H 

�G�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �W�K�H�Q�� �W�K�U�R�Z�V �W�K�H �W�L�G�\�� �O�L�Q�H�D�U �D�U�F �F�R�P�P�R�Q�O�\ �D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�H�G �Z�L�W�K �F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���V 

growth and development—a direction associated with progress—into relief. 

The emphasis has shifted from the future to the present.

�7�K�H���0�D�J�L�F���R�I���
�6�W�U�H�W�F�K�\���7�L�P�H��

The heightened necessity of screen-based media for both formal education 

�D�Q�G �F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���V �O�H�L�V�X�U�H �W�L�P�H �G�X�U�L�Q�J �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �K�D�V �U�H�F�R�Q�4�J�X�U�H�G �W�K�H �W�H�U�P�V 

�E�\ �Z�K�L�F�K �S�D�U�H�Q�W�V �D�Q�G �F�D�U�H�J�L�Y�H�U�V �D�V�V�H�V�V �W�K�H �F�R�V�W�V �D�Q�G �E�H�Q�H�4�W�V �R�I �W�L�P�H �Z�L�W�K 

�V�F�U�H�H�Q�V�� �&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���V �W�L�P�H�� �O�L�N�H �W�K�D�W �R�I �D�G�X�O�W�V�� �K�D�V �E�H�H�Q �Z�U�H�V�W�H�G �I�U�R�P �L�W�V �R�U�G�H�U�� 

and is now subject to new interpretations and valuations. Even before the 

�S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F�� �V�F�U�H�H�Q �W�L�P�H �D�V �W�K�H �G�R�P�L�Q�D�Q�W �D�Q�D�O�\�W�L�F �Z�U�R�X�J�K�W �
�F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�X�D�O �D�Q�G 

�P�H�W�K�R�G�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O �P�D�\�K�H�P�� ���.�D�\�H �H�W �D�O�� �…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� �$�P�R�Q�J �W�K�H �F�R�Q�F�H�S�W���V �F�H�Q�W�U�D�O 

problems is the tidy distinction between screen and non-screen time drawn in 

order to enable a range of judgments. 

The perception that screen time constitutes discrete and bounded units of 

�W�L�P�H �K�D�V �E�H�H�Q �L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J�O�\ �S�U�R�E�O�H�P�D�W�L�]�H�G�� �H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\ �J�L�Y�H�Q �W�K�H �S�R�S�X�O�D�U�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q 

�R�I �F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�H�G �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�H�V �W�K�D�W �G�D�W�L�I�\ �D�Q�G �V�F�U�H�H�Q�L�I�\ �R�W�K�H�U �H�Y�H�U�\�G�D�\ �S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V�� 

�V�X�F�K �D�V �V�P�D�U�W �W�R�\�V �D�Q�G �Z�H�D�U�D�E�O�H�V ���0�D�V�F�K�H�U�R�Q�L �…�ƒ�„�‹���� �'�L�J�L�W�D�O �P�H�G�L�D �D�Q�G 

�W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�H�V�� �Z�U�L�W�H �6�R�Q�L�D �/�L�Y�L�Q�J�V�W�R�Q�H �D�Q�G �$�O�L�F�L�D �%�O�X�P���5�R�V�V�� �D�U�H �
�S�D�U�W �R�I �W�K�H 

�L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H �R�I �H�Y�H�U�\�G�D�\ �O�L�I�H�� �U�H�Q�G�H�U�L�Q�J �W�L�P�H���E�D�V�H�G�� �F�R�Q�W�H�[�W���I�U�H�H �H�•�R�U�W�V 

�W�R �O�L�P�L�W �V�F�U�H�H�Q �W�L�P�H �L�Q�H�•�H�F�W�L�Y�H�� �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H �F�R�V�W�V �J�U�H�D�W�H�U �W�K�D�Q �W�K�H �E�H�Q�H�4�W�V�� 

���…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �‡�‰���� �7�K�H �L�G�H�D �W�K�D�W �V�F�U�H�H�Q �W�L�P�H �Z�D�V �D�Q �L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J�O�\ �L�U�U�H�O�H�Y�D�Q�W �D�Q�D�O�\�W�L�F 

�Z�D�V �D�O�U�H�D�G�\ �J�D�L�Q�L�Q�J �W�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q �E�H�I�R�U�H �W�K�H �\�H�D�U �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �–�Q �V�K�R�U�W�� �$�Q�\�D �.�D�P�H�Q�H�W�] 

�Z�U�L�W�H�V�� �
���W�L�P�H�� �L�V �D�Q �L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J�O�\ �X�V�H�O�H�V�V �V�K�R�U�W�K�D�Q�G �I�R�U �W�K�L�Q�N�L�Q�J �D�E�R�X�W �G�L�J�L�W�D�O 

�G�H�Y�L�F�H�V�� ���.�D�P�H�Q�H�W�] �…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� �2�Q�F�H �D�Q �H�Y�D�Q�J�H�O�L�V�W �I�R�U �P�H�D�V�X�U�L�Q�J �D�Q�G �U�H�V�W�U�L�F�W�L�Q�J 

�V�F�U�H�H�Q �W�L�P�H�� �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �S�U�R�P�S�W�H�G �.�D�P�H�Q�H�W�] �W�R �U�H�H�Y�D�O�X�D�W�H �W�K�H �Y�D�O�L�G�L�W�\ �R�I 

�V�X�F�K �D �S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G �W�R �F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U �F�R�Q�W�H�[�W�X�D�O �I�D�F�W�R�U�V �V�X�F�K �D�V �K�R�P�H �D�Q�G �V�R�F�L�D�O 

�H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W �D�O�R�Q�J�V�L�G�H �V�F�U�H�H�Q �W�L�P�H�� �/�L�N�H �.�D�P�H�Q�H�W�]�� �W�K�H �&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F 

forced countless caregivers worldwide to evaluate screen time debates in new 

�U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q �W�R �F�K�D�Q�J�H�V �L�Q �H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O �D�Q�G �O�H�L�V�X�U�H �S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V�� �D�V �D �P�H�D�Q�V �R�I �U�H�P�R�W�H 

instruction and to occupy especially young children while adults in the house -

hold work remotely.

�'�X�U�L�Q�J �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F�� �W�K�H �G�L�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�V �W�K�D�W �J�L�Y�H �V�K�D�S�H �W�R �I�D�P�L�O�L�D�U �S�R�L�Q�W�V �R�I 

�W�H�P�S�R�U�D�O �U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���W�K�H �Z�R�U�N�G�D�\�� �W�K�H �Z�H�H�N�H�Q�G�� �W�K�H �D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F �W�H�U�P �R�U 



������

�\�H�D�U���K�D�Y�H �G�L�V�V�R�O�Y�H�G�� �J�L�Y�L�Q�J �Z�D�\ �W�R �D �N�L�Q�G �R�I �W�H�P�S�R�U�D�O�L�W�\ �Z�H �P�L�J�K�W �F�D�O�O �
�S�D�Q-

�G�H�P�L�F �W�L�P�H���� �7�L�P�H �V�S�H�Q�W �H�Q�J�D�J�H�G �Z�L�W�K �P�H�G�L�D �L�V �V�Z�H�S�W �X�S �L�Q�W�R �W�K�L�V �I�R�U�P�X-

�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�V �Z�U�L�W�H�U �'�D�Y�L�G �=�Z�H�L�J �O�D�P�H�Q�W�H�G�� �W�K�D�W �G�X�U�L�Q�J �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �
�V�F�U�H�H�Q �W�L�P�H 

�H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O�O�\ �E�H�F�D�P�H �W�L�P�H �L�W�V�H�O�I�� �I�R�U �K�L�V �F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q ���=�Z�H�L�J �…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� �+�D�]�\�� �L�Q�G�H�W�H�U-

�P�L�Q�D�W�H�� �H�O�D�V�W�L�F���S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �W�L�P�H �F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V �W�K�H �V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\ �D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�H�G �Z�L�W�K 

�L�P�D�J�L�Q�L�Q�J �F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q �Z�L�W�K�L�Q �D �F�O�H�D�U�� �I�X�W�X�U�H���R�U�L�H�Q�W�H�G �W�U�D�M�H�F�W�R�U�\�� �G�H�P�D�Q�G�L�Q�J �F�R�Q-

sideration of what is best or necessary for a child now. 

�7�K�L�V �L�P�D�J�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �W�L�P�H �D�V �P�R�U�H �5�X�L�G�� �O�H�V�V �4�[�H�G�� �D�O�L�J�Q�V �Z�L�W�K �V�R�P�H �P�R�G�H�O�V �R�I 

�H�D�U�O�\ �F�K�L�O�G�K�R�R�G �H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q �W�K�D�W �I�D�Y�R�U �P�R�U�H �5�H�[�L�E�O�H �D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�H�V �W�R �V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�L�Q�J 

�F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���V �W�L�P�H�� �V�R���F�D�O�O�H�G �
�V�W�U�H�W�F�K�\ �W�L�P�H���� �–�Q �F�R�Q�W�U�D�V�W �W�R �W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �U�H�J�L�P�H�Q�W�H�G 

�V�F�K�H�G�X�O�H�V�� �Z�K�H�Q �
�V�W�U�H�W�F�K�\ �W�L�P�H�� �L�V �L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�H�G �
�W�K�H �U�K�\�W�K�P �R�I �O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J �>�L�V�@ 

�J�R�Y�H�U�Q�H�G �E�\ �H�Q�J�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W �U�D�W�K�H�U �W�K�D�Q �W�K�H �F�O�R�F�N�� ���&�U�H�P�L�Q�� �%�X�U�Q�D�U�G�� �D�Q�G �&�U�D�I�W 

�…�ƒ�ƒ�‰�� �„�„�ˆ���� �6�W�U�H�W�F�K�\ �W�L�P�H �
�S�U�L�R�U�L�W�L�V�H�>�V�@ �L�Q�W�H�Q�V�L�W�\ �R�Y�H�U �G�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q���� �R�I�W�H�Q �D�V�N�L�Q�J 

educators to be more closely engaged in children’s endeavors (Sakr and Oscar 

�…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �…���†���� 

Stretchy time is conceptually antithetical to the temporal framework that 

�P�D�N�H�V �
�V�F�U�H�H�Q �W�L�P�H�� �D�Q �D�F�W�L�R�Q�D�E�O�H �S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�� �:�K�H�U�H�D�V �W�K�H �L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q 

�R�I �V�W�U�H�W�F�K�\ �W�L�P�H �H�Q�D�E�O�H�V �D�Q �D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\ �W�R �H�[�S�D�Q�G �
���P�D�J�L�F�D�O�O�\���� �L�Q �U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H �W�R 

�F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���V �R�Q�J�R�L�Q�J �H�Q�J�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W�� �V�F�U�H�H�Q �W�L�P�H �L�V �I�U�D�P�H�G �E�\ �U�H�V�W�U�L�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �–�Q 

�R�W�K�H�U �Z�R�U�G�V�� �Z�K�L�O�H �F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���V �W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O �S�O�D�\ �S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V �D�U�H �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�H�G �E�\ �L�G�H�D�O�V 

�V�X�F�K �D�V �5�H�[�L�E�L�O�L�W�\�� �
�F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���V �G�L�J�L�W�D�O �S�O�D�\ �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�V �D�U�H �V�K�D�S�H�G �E�\ �D �S�R�S-

�X�O�D�U �G�L�V�F�R�X�U�V�H �W�K�D�W �F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���V �G�L�J�L�W�D�O �H�Q�J�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���W�K�H�L�U ���V�F�U�H�H�Q �W�L�P�H�����Q�H�H�G�V 

�W�R �E�H �O�L�P�L�W�H�G���� �U�H�V�X�O�W�L�Q�J �L�Q �
�W�Z�R �R�S�S�R�V�L�Q�J �D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�H�V �W�R �W�L�P�H�� ���6�D�N�U �D�Q�G 

�2�V�F�D�U �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �„���� �&�R�Q�F�H�S�W�X�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I �
�V�W�U�H�W�F�K�\ �W�L�P�H�� �Z�L�W�K�L�Q �H�D�U�O�\ �F�K�L�O�G�K�R�R�G 

discourses retain a valence of urgency associated with the developmental 

�S�D�U�D�G�L�J�P�� �E�\�� �I�R�U �L�Q�V�W�D�Q�F�H�� �W�\�L�Q�J �W�K�H �E�H�Q�H�4�W�V �R�I �V�W�U�H�W�F�K�\ �W�L�P�H �W�R �S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U 

�R�X�W�F�R�P�H�V �V�X�F�K �D�V �H�Q�K�D�Q�F�H�G �F�U�H�D�W�L�Y�H �W�K�L�Q�N�L�Q�J�� �+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�� �W�K�H �E�U�H�D�N�G�R�Z�Q �R�I 

�W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �U�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�]�H�G �F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���V �V�F�K�H�G�X�O�H�V �L�V �Q�H�Y�H�U�W�K�H�O�H�V�V �D�Q �R�F�F�D�V�L�R�Q �W�R 

�S�U�L�R�U�L�W�L�]�H �W�K�H �T�X�D�O�L�W�L�H�V �R�I �H�O�D�V�W�L�F�L�W�\ �D�Q�G �S�O�D�\ �D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�H�G �Z�L�W�K �V�W�U�H�W�F�K�L�Q�H�V�V�� 

thereby reimagining the child as media spectator. 

�&�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�L�Q�J �W�L�P�H �D�V �H�O�D�V�W�L�F�� �F�D�S�D�E�O�H �R�I �H�[�S�D�Q�G�L�Q�J �Z�K�H�Q �H�Q�J�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W �L�V �L�Q�W�H�Q�V�H 

�R�U �P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�I�X�O�� �F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V �W�K�H �U�L�J�L�G�L�W�\ �R�I �V�F�U�H�H�Q �W�L�P�H �D�Q�G �W�K�H �D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�H�G �M�X�G�J-

�P�H�Q�W�V �W�K�D�W �V�F�U�H�H�Q���E�D�V�H�G �H�Q�J�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W �L�V �R�I �O�R�Z�H�U �T�X�D�O�L�W�\ �W�R �
�U�H�D�O�� �V�R�F�L�D�O �R�U 

�S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O �L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q�� �–�Q �D�Q �X�Q�S�U�H�F�H�G�H�Q�W�H�G �K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O �P�R�P�H�Q�W �Z�K�H�Q �V�F�K�R�R�O�� 

�Z�R�U�N�� �D�Q�G �O�H�L�V�X�U�H �D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V �P�R�Y�H �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �D�Q�G �D�F�U�R�V�V �V�F�U�H�H�Q�V �P�R�U�H �W�K�D�Q �H�Y�H�U�� 

reconsidering screen time invites a conception of children who use media 

�D�V �D�Q�G �D�O�R�Q�J�V�L�G�H �R�W�K�H�U �U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V �W�R �F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�� �L�Q�T�X�L�U�H�� �H�[�S�O�R�U�H�� �D�Q�G �F�U�H�D�W�H�� 

�(�U�R�G�L�Q�J �W�K�H �G�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�V �W�K�D�W �U�H�Q�G�H�U �
�V�F�U�H�H�Q �W�L�P�H�� �G�L�V�F�U�H�W�H �I�U�R�P �R�W�K�H�U �I�R�U�P�V �R�I 

�W�L�P�H �D�O�V�R �S�X�W�V �V�F�U�H�H�Q���E�D�V�H�G �P�H�G�L�D �E�D�F�N �L�Q�W�R �F�O�R�V�H�U �U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V �Z�L�W�K �
�W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� 

media such as books. Media scholar Dean W. Duncan echoes the possibilities 

�D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�H�G �Z�L�W�K �V�X�F�K �D�Q �R�U�L�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�U�J�X�L�Q�J �W�K�D�W�� �
�–�W �Q�H�H�G�Q���W �D�O�Z�D�\�V �E�H �D 

�P�D�W�W�H�U �R�I �E�H�W�W�H�U �D�Q�G �Z�R�U�V�H�� �V�W�L�O�O �O�H�V�V �R�I �U�L�J�K�W �D�Q�G �Z�U�R�Q�J�� �W�K�H �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V 



������ Pandemic Media

between page and screen are not as important as the very substantial concep -

�W�X�D�O �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�L�W�L�H�V �W�K�D�W �E�U�L�G�J�H �E�R�W�K �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O �D�Q�G �W�H�P�S�R�U�D�O �J�D�S�V�� ���'�X�Q�F�D�Q 
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media drives action and imagination. Stretchy time also invites heightened 
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than simply set a timer.
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�&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���V���0�H�G�L�D

The pernicious logics of media industries have remained intact in the months 

�R�I �&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ���V �L�Q�L�W�L�D�O �Z�D�Y�H�V�� �7�R �F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H �
�V�F�U�H�H�Q �W�L�P�H�� �D�V �D �O�L�P�L�W�L�Q�J �I�U�D�P�H-
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get stuck in the ruts of algorithmically-generated recommendations. Recent 

commentators such as James Bridle have written persuasively of the ways that 

streaming video on platforms such as YouTube Kids almost seamlessly slides 
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such videos ascend the rankings through nonsensical strings of keywords and 

�K�D�V�K�W�D�J�V ���
�Z�R�U�G �V�D�O�D�G���� �D�Q�G �D�U�H�� �W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V�� �D�O�J�R�U�L�W�K�P�L�F�D�O�O�\ �F�U�H�D�W�H�G�� �H�[�H�P-

plifying “a kind of violence inherent in the combination of digital systems and 

�F�D�S�L�W�D�O�L�V�W �L�Q�F�H�Q�W�L�Y�H�V�� ���%�U�L�G�O�H �…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� Yet there is considerable middle ground 
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unmonitored imagery. 
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should itself be interrogated. The temporal reorientation wrought by the 
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more prominently related to the issue. As work like Jacqueline Ryan Vickery’s 
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with young people and new media (secondary school-aged youth in Vickery’s 

study) have more to do with equitable access than with the specters of 
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examining debates in children’s media now acknowledges that parents who 
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�V�H�V�V �D �
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�S�R�G�V�� ���=�Z�H�L�J �…�ƒ�…�ƒ���� 

Caregivers and educators have long contended with incommensurate con -

ceptions of children’s time —time as a precious resource and as empty space 
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social distancing practices have reshaped the discussion. The radical disrup -

tions to all facets of everyday life give new occasion to suspend worry or guilt 
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ance among leisure and educational activities. The “paradoxical freedom of 
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�F�R�P�P�H�Q�W�V�����[���L�Y�L���P�\�B�G�D�G�B�L�Q�B�D�B�F�U�H�H�S�L�O�\�B�S�H�U�I�H�F�W�B�F�O�D�V�V�U�R�R�P�B�S�K�R�W�R�B�‚�������� �����‚���� 

�7�K�H �P�R�W�W�R �L�V �G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�G �W�R �S�U�R�Y�R�N�H �D �F�H�U�W�D�L�Q �R�E�V�W�L�Q�D�F�\ ���4�J�� �„���� �6�S�H�F�L�4�F�D�O�O�\�� �W�K�H 

�Q�R�U�P�D�O�� �Z�K�H�W�K�H�U �R�O�G �R�U �Q�H�Z�� �L�V �D�O�P�R�V�W �F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�O�\ �R�Y�H�U�U�D�W�H�G�� �–�W �L�V �R�Q�O�\ �D �S�U�H�S�R�V�L-

tion away from the pathology to which it has been opposed. Now more than 

ever.

�$�O�W�K�R�X�J�K �X�Q�O�L�N�H�O�\ �W�R �O�H�D�S �R�X�W�� �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F ���D�Q �H�S�L�G�H�P�L�F �W�K�D�W �K�D�V �D�•�H�F�W�H�G �W�K�H 

global �b�¡�+�k�c) has deep connotative links to both panic and pandemonium. 

�+�\�V�W�H�U�L�D�� �D�V �E�R�W�K �F�D�X�V�H �D�Q�G �H�•�H�F�W�� �R�I �D �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �P�D�N�H�V �W�K�L�V �K�D�U�G �W�R �P�L�V�V�� 

�$�W �W�K�H �K�X�E �R�I �W�K�H�V�H �F�R�Q�Q�R�W�D�W�L�Y�H �V�S�R�N�H�V �V�L�W�V �3�D�Q �D�Q�G �K�L�V �S�L�S�H�V�� �3�D�Q �V�S�R�R�N�V�� 

�K�H �V�W�L�U�V �X�S �D�Q�L�P�D�O�V�� �S�U�R�Y�R�N�L�Q�J �W�K�H�P �W�R �U�H�V�S�R�Q�G �W�R �K�L�V �S�L�S�L�Q�J �Z�L�W�K �Q�R�L�V�H�� �7�K�L�V 

�T�X�L�Q�W�H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O �4�J�X�U�H �R�I �Z�K�D�W �0�L�F�K�H�O �)�R�X�F�D�X�O�W �Z�R�X�O�G �F�D�O�O �
�S�D�V�W�R�U�D�O �S�R�Z�H�U�� �Q�R�W 

�R�Q�O�\ �V�S�O�L�F�H�V �V�R�X�Q�G �W�R �V�X�F�K �S�R�Z�H�U�� �E�X�W �V�S�O�L�F�H�V �V�R�X�Q�G �W�R �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F�� �:�K�H�U�H �– 

�O�L�Y�H�� �L�Q �1�R�U�W�K�H�U�Q �(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G�� �W�K�H �O�R�F�N�G�R�Z�Q �K�D�V �F�K�D�Q�J�H�G �W�K�H �
�V�R�X�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H�� �P�X�F�K 

�L�Q �W�K�H �V�D�P�H �Z�D�\ �W�K�D�W �G�H�H�S �V�Q�R�Z �G�R�H�V�� �$�V �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H �E�L�U�G�V �U�H�F�R�U�G�H�G �
�V�L�Q�J�L�Q�J�� 

�D�I�W�H�U �W�K�H �F�H�V�V�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �K�R�V�W�L�O�L�W�L�H�V �R�Q �„�„ �1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U �„�Œ�„�‹�� �D�Q �L�Q�W�H�Q�V�H�O�\ �
�O�R�Z���4�� 

�D�P�E�L�H�Q�F�H �Z�D�V �D�E�U�X�S�W�O�\ �G�L�V�S�O�D�F�H�G �E�\ �W�K�H �O�R�F�N�G�R�Z�Q�� �D�V �L�I �V�R�Q�L�F �P�R�G�H�U�Q�L�W�\ �K�D�G 

�E�H�H�Q �O�L�W�H�U�D�O�O�\ �W�K�U�R�Z�Q �L�Q�W�R �U�H�Y�H�U�V�H�� �1�R�W�K�L�Q�J �K�D�V �E�H�H�Q �P�R�U�H �D�•�H�F�W�H�G �W�K�D�Q �P�X�V�L-

�F�D�O �V�R�X�Q�G�� �Z�K�L�F�K �L�V �Q�R�Z �D�J�J�U�H�V�V�L�Y�H�O�\ �U�H�U�R�X�W�H�G �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �K�R�P�H �V�W�X�G�L�R�V �� �-�R�D�Q 

�%�D�H�]���V �N�L�W�F�K�H�Q�� �R�U �5�\�X�L�F�K�L �6�D�N�D�P�R�W�R���V �1�H�Z �<�R�U�N �5�D�W�� �I�R�U �H�[�D�P�S�O�H���� �E�D�O�F�R�Q�L�H�V 

and instruments (one thinks here of the panelaço  �L�Q �5�L�R�� �R�U �&�K�D�U�O�L�H �:�D�W�W�V���V �
�D�L�U 

�G�U�X�P�V������ �%�X�W �– �Z�D�Q�W �W�R �O�L�V�W�H�Q �I�R�U �V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J �H�O�V�H�� �– �K�D�Y�H �F�D�O�O�H�G �L�W �
�P�X�W�H �V�R�X�Q�G����

Terry Eagleton’s humour is not to everyone’s liking. Perhaps not even to him. 

�$ �S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O �I�D�Y�R�X�U�L�W�H �L�V �W�K�H �&�D�Y�H�O�O�L�D�Q �U�L�• �K�H �R�Q�F�H �H�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�H�G �R�Q �W�K�H �V�H�Q�W�H�Q�F�H�� 
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�G�R�J�V �P�X�V�W �E�H �F�D�U�U�L�H�G �R�Q �W�K�H �H�V�F�D�O�D�W�R�U���� �+�H �V�H�L�]�H�V �L�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H�O�\ �R�Q �W�K�H �L�P�S�H�U�D-

tive ambiguity of the descriptive— if you have a dog it must be carried while 

you ride the escalator—versus the prescriptive— if you wish to ride the escala -

�W�R�U �\�R�X �P�X�V�W �G�R �V�R �Z�K�L�O�H �F�D�U�U�\�L�Q�J �D �G�R�J���
�Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q�V�� �R�I �W�K�H �V�D�P�H �V�H�Q�W�H�Q�F�H�� �+�L�V 

�S�R�L�Q�W �L�V �R�U�L�H�Q�W�H�G �W�R�Z�D�U�G �D�Q�V�Z�H�U�L�Q�J �W�K�H �T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�� �
�Z�K�D�W �L�V �O�L�W�H�U�D�W�X�U�H�"�� �0�L�Q�H �L�V 

�G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W�� 

As those of us involved in that aspect of academic labour called teaching move 

this and other activities online we come face to face with the screen and the 

various apps (software platforms) that organize our relation to it. It is here 

�W�K�D�W �– �H�Q�F�R�X�Q�W�H�U �
�P�X�W�H �V�R�X�Q�G���� �D�Q �L�P�S�H�U�D�W�L�Y�H �U�L�I�H �Z�L�W�K �P�D�Q�\ �R�I �W�K�H �V�D�P�H 

�D�P�E�L�J�X�L�W�L�H�V �(�D�J�O�H�W�R�Q �W�H�D�V�H�G �R�X�W �R�I �
�G�R�J�V �P�X�V�W �E�H �F�D�U�U�L�H�G �R�Q �W�K�H �H�V�F�D�O�D�W�R�U���� 

Instructions for use thus seem called for. Especially in the context of “meet -

�L�Q�J�V�� �L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�L�Q�J �Q�X�P�H�U�R�X�V �S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�Q�W�V�� �R�Q�H �L�V �W�\�S�L�F�D�O�O�\ �D�G�Y�L�V�H�G �W�R �
�P�X�W�H 

�V�R�X�Q�G�� �V�R �D�V �W�R �P�L�Q�L�P�L�]�H �L�Q�W�H�U�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H �R�Q �W�K�H �O�L�Q�H�� �$�W �L�V�V�X�H �D�U�H �Q�R�W �Y�R�L�F�H�V�� �E�X�W 

�W�K�H �U�D�Q�G�R�P �D�P�E�L�H�Q�W �Q�R�L�V�H�V �W�K�D�W �V�R�Q�L�F�D�O�O�\ �S�U�R�4�O�H �W�K�H�P�� �7�R�R �P�X�F�K �R�I �W�K�H �O�D�W�W�H�U 

�L�V �W�K�R�X�J�K�W �W�R �U�H�Q�G�H�U �W�K�H �I�R�U�P�H�U �X�Q�L�Q�W�H�O�O�L�J�L�E�O�H�� �2�Q �W�K�H �V�F�U�H�H�Q�� �E�H�I�R�U�H �R�X�U �H�\�H�V�� 

the icon provided for this functionality is that of a microphone that when 

muted is placed sous rature �� �W�K�D�W �L�V�� �L�W �L�V �V�W�U�X�F�N �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H �
�X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�O�� 

mark of prohibition. In this it resembles the hardware graphics of the com -

�S�X�W�H�U���V �Y�R�O�X�P�H �F�R�Q�W�U�R�O ���V�L�J�Q�L�4�F�D�Q�W�O�\ �D �O�R�X�G�V�S�H�D�N�H�U�� �W�K�D�W �L�V �D�O�V�R �V�W�U�X�F�N �W�K�U�R�X�J�K 

when fully muted. As with the Heideggerian “ kreuzweise Durchstreichung���� �Z�H 

�F�D�Q �V�H�H �W�K�H �V�L�J�Q �R�I �V�R�X�Q�G ���E�R�W�K �Y�R�L�F�H �D�Q�G �Q�R�L�V�H�� �W�U�D�Q�V�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G �Z�H �F�D�Q �V�H�H 

�W�K�D�W �L�W �L�V �V�W�U�X�F�N �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �2�•�� �–�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�L�Q�J�O�\�� �Z�H �
�K�H�D�U�� �W�K�D�W �L�W �L�V �P�X�W�H�G �W�\�S�L�F�D�O�O�\ 

�Z�K�H�Q �V�R�P�H�R�Q�H �V�D�\�V �
�X�Q�P�X�W�H �\�R�X�U �P�L�F���� �D�V �W�K�H �G�L�J�L�W�D�O �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\ �G�R�H�V �Q�R�W 

permit us to hear the absence of our ambient noise in the shared feed. Lips 

�P�R�Y�L�Q�J �D�Q�G �Y�R�L�F�H�V �V�S�H�D�N�L�Q�J �O�L�Q�H �X�S�� �E�X�W �D�P�E�L�J�X�L�W�L�H�V �E�H�J�L�Q �W�R �F�U�D�F�N�O�H�� �1�R�W �D�O�O �R�I 

them electromagnetic.

�7�K�H �P�L�F�U�R�S�K�R�Q�H�� �D�V �3�D�X�O�L�Q�H �2�O�L�Y�H�U�R�V �Z�R�X�O�G �L�Q�V�L�V�W�� �L�V �D �S�U�R�P�L�V�F�X�R�X�V �W�U�D�Q�V-

�G�X�F�H�U�� �–�W �S�L�F�N�V �X�S �H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J �D�Q�G �H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H�� �F�R�Q�Y�H�U�W�L�Q�J �D�O�O �L�Q�W�R �H�O�H�F�W�U�R�Q�L�F 

�V�L�J�Q�D�O�V�� �%�\ �G�H�V�L�J�Q�� �0�X�W�L�Q�J �L�W �R�Q�O�L�Q�H �G�U�D�Z�V �D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q �W�R �D �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�F�H �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q 

�W�K�H �Y�R�L�F�H �D�Q�G �Q�R�L�V�H�� �U�H�P�L�Q�G�L�Q�J �X�V �W�K�D�W �W�K�H �G�H�V�L�U�H�G �V�R�X�Q�G�� �W�K�H �R�Q�H �P�H�D�Q�W �W�R �E�H 

�I�D�F�L�O�L�W�D�W�H�G �E�\ �W�K�H �P�L�F�U�R�S�K�R�Q�H�� �L�V �W�K�H �Y�R�L�F�H�� �7�K�H �X�Q�G�H�V�L�U�D�E�O�H �V�R�X�Q�G�� �W�K�H �Q�R�L�V�H�� 

�L�V �W�K�H �V�S�D�F�H�� �W�K�H �U�R�R�P �R�I �W�K�H �Y�R�L�F�H�� �:�K�D�W �W�K�H�Q �L�V �W�K�H �L�F�R�Q �R�I �W�K�H �P�L�F�U�R�S�K�R�Q�H 

�D�Q �L�F�R�Q �R�I�" �$ �G�H�Y�L�F�H �R�U �D�Q �H�•�H�F�W�" �$ �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�F�H �R�U �D�Q �L�Q�G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�F�H�" �0�X�W�H �V�R�X�Q�G�" 

�–�V �L�W �V�L�P�S�O�\ �D�Q �L�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q �X�W�W�H�U�H�G �L�Q �W�K�H �L�P�S�H�U�D�W�L�Y�H�� �Q�H�F�H�V�V�L�W�D�W�H�G �E�\ �W�K�H �D�L�P 

of facilitating an exchange with which it interferes? Is sound something that 

a microphone properly metonymizes? Sound in what sense? At issue here 

�L�V �V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J �0�D�U�D �0�L�O�O�V �D�Q�G �$�Y�L�W�D�O �5�R�Q�H�O�O�� �L�Q �W�K�H�L�U �U�D�G�L�F�D�O�O�\ �G�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W�L�Y�H �Z�D�\�V�� 

invite us to think about: is there a break in the line? Are we present before an 

�H�P�H�U�J�L�Q�J�� �W�K�X�V �Q�H�Z �Q�R�U�P�D�O�� �P�X�W�D�W�L�R�Q �L�Q �W�H�O�H�S�K�R�Q�L�F �K�H�D�U�L�Q�J�"

�7�K�L�V �T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q �K�D�V �E�H�H�Q �W�D�N�H�Q �X�S �P�R�V�W �H�P�S�K�D�W�L�F�D�O�O�\ �L�Q �0�L�O�O�V���V �H�V�V�D�\�� �
�+�H�D�U�L�Q�J 

�7�K�L�Q�J�V�� �7�H�O�H�S�K�R�Q�H�V �D�Q�G �$�X�G�L�W�R�U�\ �7�K�H�R�U�\���� �Z�K�H�U�H �V�K�H �J�U�D�S�K�V �W�K�H �U�L�V�H �D�Q�G �I�D�O�O 



������ Pandemic Media

�R�I �W�H�O�H�S�K�R�Q�L�F �K�H�D�U�L�Q�J�� �/�L�N�H �)�U�L�H�G�U�L�F�K �.�L�W�W�O�H�U�� �V�K�H �V�S�O�L�F�H�V �K�H�D�U�L�Q�J �D�Q�G �W�K�H �W�H�O-

�H�S�K�R�Q�H �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �W�K�H �Q�R�W�L�R�Q �R�I �W�K�H �S�U�R�V�W�K�H�W�L�F �V�X�S�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W ���(�G�L�V�R�Q���V �G�H�D�I�Q�H�V�V���� 

�Q�R�W�L�Q�J �W�K�D�W �W�K�H �D�S�S�D�U�D�W�X�V �H�•�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\ �X�V�X�U�S�H�G �W�K�H �S�H�U�F�H�S�W�X�D�O �I�D�F�X�O�W�\ �E�\ �X�U�J�L�Q�J 

�W�K�D�W �Z�H�� �D�Q�G �W�K�H �D�F�R�X�V�W�L�F �H�Q�J�L�Q�H�H�U�V �D�P�R�Q�J �X�V�� �W�K�L�Q�N �D�E�R�X�W �K�X�P�D�Q �K�H�D�U�L�Q�J 

on the model of telephonic communication and its privileging of intelligibility 

���S�L�F�N�L�Q�J �R�X�W �S�K�R�Q�H�P�H�V�� �R�Y�H�U �4�G�H�O�L�W�\ ���S�L�F�N�L�Q�J �X�S �G�H�W�D�L�O�V �R�I �W�K�H �V�R�X�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H���� 

�–�P�S�O�L�F�L�W �L�Q �W�K�L�V �P�R�G�H�O �L�V �D �Q�R�W�L�R�Q �R�I �W�U�D�Q�V�G�X�F�W�L�Y�H �D�Q�D�O�R�J�\�� �W�K�D�W �L�V�� �W�K�H �L�G�H�D �W�K�D�W 

�O�L�N�H �D �W�H�O�H�S�K�R�Q�H �W�K�D�W �P�R�Y�H�V �D�Q �L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q �U�L�F�K �V�L�J�Q�D�O �I�U�R�P �S�R�L�Q�W �D �W�R �S�R�L�Q�W �E�� 

hearing itself involves an analogical alignment between sound wave frequen -

cies and otio-electrical currents triggered in the brain. The expression: “I hear 

�Z�K�D�W �\�R�X �D�U�H �V�D�\�L�Q�J���� �L�V �D �P�L�Q�L�D�W�X�U�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �W�K�H �H�Q�W�L�U�H �P�R�G�H�O�� �6�X�F�F�H�V�V�L�Y�H 

audiological descriptions of the functioning of the human ear and attention 

�W�R �W�K�H �D�X�W�R���S�R�H�W�L�F �F�D�S�D�F�L�W�\ �R�I �W�U�D�Q�V�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q �W�R �F�U�H�D�W�H �Z�K�D�W �L�W �F�D�U�U�L�H�G�� �H�Y�H�Q�W�X-

ally cut the line between telephone technology and hearing. Microphone 

�D�Q�G �U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�U�� �D�Q�G �H�Y�H�Q �O�R�X�G�V�S�H�D�N�H�U ���
�V�S�H�D�N�H�U �S�K�R�Q�H���� �O�R�V�W �W�K�H�L�U �O�R�R�S �D�Q�G �W�K�H 

telephone faded as an audiological model.

�0�X�W�H �V�R�X�Q�G�� �7�R �W�K�H �H�[�W�H�Q�W �W�K�D�W�� �L�Q �W�K�H �F�R�Q�W�H�[�W �R�I �R�Q�O�L�Q�H �F�R�Q�J�U�H�J�D�W�L�R�Q�V �L�W �Y�L�V�X-

�D�O�L�]�H�V �D �V�H�J�U�H�J�D�W�H�G �G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q �R�I �V�R�X�Q�G �V�K�D�S�H�G �E�\ �W�K�H �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�F�H �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q 

�Y�R�L�F�H �D�Q�G �Q�R�L�V�H�� �L�W �R�G�G�O�\ �Z�R�U�N�V �W�R �U�H�V�W�R�U�H �W�H�O�H�S�K�R�Q�L�F �K�H�D�U�L�Q�J�� �)�L�G�H�O�L�W�\ �K�D�V 

�U�H�W�X�U�Q�H�G �W�R �W�K�H �I�R�U�H�� �D �I�D�F�W �D�F�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�G �L�Q �W�K�H �
�U�D�W�H �W�K�L�V �F�D�O�O�� �V�X�U�Y�H�\ �W�K�D�W 

now concludes virtually every online exchange. It is as though all oral/aural 

communication has become postcoital: how was it for you? The question is its 

�R�Z�Q �D�Q�V�Z�H�U�� �7�K�H�U�H �L�V �K�H�U�H�� �K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�� �P�R�U�H �W�K�D�Q �D �V�L�P�S�O�H �D�Q�G �G�L�U�H�F�W �U�H�V�W�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q 

of telephonic hearing. Hang ups are suggestively catachrestic. A model has 

morphed. 

�7�R �D�P�S�O�L�I�\ �W�K�L�V �R�Q�H �G�R�H�V �Z�H�O�O �W�R �Q�R�W�H �W�K�D�W �W�K�H �W�H�O�H�S�K�R�Q�H �4�J�X�U�H�V �S�U�R�P�L�Q�H�Q�W�O�\ 

�L�Q �0�L�F�K�H�O �&�K�L�R�Q���V �W�K�L�Q�N�L�Q�J �D�E�R�X�W �K�L�V �D�Q�D�O�\�W�L�F�D�O �Q�H�R�O�R�J�L�V�P�� �W�K�H �
�D�F�R�X�V�P�¬�W�U�H���� 

a portmanteau ( �D�F�R�X�V�W�L�T�X�H + être + maître) he employs to track the distinctly 

sonic curve of narrative suspense in the cinema. Like one’s telephonic inter -

�O�R�F�X�W�R�U�� �W�K�H �
�D�F�R�X�V�P�¬�W�U�H�� �L�V �D�E�V�H�Q�W �I�U�R�P �W�K�H �Y�L�V�X�D�O �4�H�O�G�� �%�X�W �X�Q�O�L�N�H �W�K�H �S�D�U�W�\ 

�W�R �Z�K�R�P �R�Q�H �L�V �V�S�H�D�N�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H �F�L�Q�H�P�D�W�L�F �
�D�F�R�X�V�P�¬�W�U�H�� �D�O�Z�D�\�V �W�K�U�H�D�W�H�Q�V �W�R 

�D�S�S�H�D�U �D�Q�G �W�K�X�V �K�D�V �D �G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�G �K�H�U�P�H�Q�H�X�W�L�F �I�R�U�F�H�� �S�U�H�F�L�V�H�O�\ �L�Q �U�H�Q�G�H�U�L�Q�J 

�L�W�V �
�G�H���D�F�R�X�V�P�D�W�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� ���W�R �X�V�H �&�K�L�R�Q���V mot d’art) narratively consequential. 

�:�L�O�O�L�D�P �&�D�V�W�O�H���V �„�Œ�‰�ˆ �4�O�P�� I Saw What You Did deftly twists the strands that 

�Z�L�U�H �W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U �W�K�H �D�S�S�D�U�D�W�X�V �R�I �W�K�H �W�H�O�H�S�K�R�Q�H�� �D�Q�G �W�K�H �P�H�Q�D�F�L�Q�J �4�J�X�U�H �R�I �W�K�H 

�
�D�F�R�X�V�P�¬�W�U�H���� �L�Q �W�K�L�V �F�D�V�H �D�Q �X�[�R�U�L�F�L�G�H�� �&�U�X�F�L�D�O �W�R �W�K�H �K�H�U�P�H�Q�H�X�W�L�F �I�R�U�F�H �R�I �W�K�H 

�
�D�F�R�X�V�P�¬�W�U�H�� �L�V �W�K�H �R�I�W���U�H�P�D�U�N�H�G �I�D�F�W �W�K�D�W �D �4�O�P �D�J�J�U�H�V�V�L�Y�H�O�\ �V�X�E�M�H�F�W�V �L�W�V �D�X�G�L-

�H�Q�F�H �W�R �W�K�H �V�\�Q�W�D�[ �R�I �L�W�V �V�L�J�K�W�V �D�Q�G �V�R�X�Q�G�V�� �7�K�H �
�R�Z�Q�H�U�� �R�I �0�U�V�� �%�D�W�H�V���V �Y�R�L�F�H 

in Psycho ���K�H�U �V�N�X�O�O �L�V �Q�R�Z �D�W �W�K�H �&�L�Q�«�P�D�W�K�ª�T�X�H �L�Q �3�D�U�L�V���� �G�H���D�F�R�X�V�P�D�W�L�]�H�V �R�Q 

�W�K�H �4�O�P���V �W�L�P�H�� �G�H�F�L�G�H�G�O�\ �Q�R�W �R�X�U�V�� �–�W�V �D�S�S�H�D�U�D�Q�F�H �V�K�R�F�N�V �D�Q�G �P�H�D�Q�V�� �7�K�L�V 

�H�•�H�F�W�� �D�Q�G �L�W�V �V�L�J�Q�L�4�F�D�Q�F�H �Z�R�X�O�G �D�S�S�H�D�U �W�R �L�Q�W�H�U�I�H�U�H �Z�L�W�K �D �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F�D�O �U�H�V�W�R-

ration of telephonic hearing.



������

�$�O�W�K�R�X�J�K �R�I�W�H�Q �L�Q�G�H�[�H�G �W�R �W�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O �P�D�W�W�H�U�V �K�D�Y�L�Q�J �W�R �G�R �Z�L�W�K �V�L�J�Q�D�O �V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�� 

�E�D�Q�G�Z�L�G�W�K�� �V�H�U�Y�H�U �V�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\ �H�W�F���� �L�W �L�V �F�R�P�P�R�Q �W�K�D�W �Z�L�W�K �R�Q�O�L�Q�H �L�Q�W�H�U�I�D�F�L�Q�J �R�Q�H 

�H�Q�J�D�J�H�V �L�Q �D �U�K�\�W�K�P �R�I �D�F�R�X�V�P�D�W�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q �D�Q�G �G�H���D�F�R�X�V�P�D�W�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�Q�H �P�X�W�H�V 

�R�Q�H���V �P�L�F�U�R�S�K�R�Q�H�� �D�Q�G �E�O�L�Q�G�V ���"�� �R�Q�H���V �F�D�P�H�U�D�� �–�I �\�R�X �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H �V�S�H�D�N�L�Q�J �Z�L�W�K 

�W�K�H �F�D�P�H�U�D �E�O�L�Q�G�H�G �R�Q�H �D�V�V�X�P�H�V �W�K�H �S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q �R�I �W�K�H �
�D�F�R�X�V�P�¬�W�U�H�� �D�Q�G �R�Q�O�L�Q�H 

�W�H�O�H�F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�L�Q�J �P�L�P�L�F�V �W�H�O�H�S�K�R�Q�\ �G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\�� �+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�� �W�K�H �H�W�L�T�X�H�W�W�H �L�Q �S�O�D�\��

���F�R�X�O�G �\�R�X �P�X�W�H �\�R�X�U �V�R�X�Q�G���X�Q���E�O�L�Q�G �\�R�X�U �F�D�P�H�U�D�� ���D�Q �L�Q�V�L�V�W�H�Q�W�O�\ �
�R�U�D�O�� �W�K�X�V 

�D�F�R�X�V�W�L�F �J�H�V�W�X�U�L�Q�J�� �X�Q�O�H�V�V �W�K�H �V�X�S�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W �R�I �
�V�L�J�Q�L�Q�J�� �L�V �L�Q �S�O�D�\�����G�H�S�U�L�Y�H�V 

�W�K�H �
�D�F�R�X�V�W�P�¬�W�U�H�� �R�I �L�W�V �K�H�U�P�H�Q�H�X�W�L�F �I�R�U�F�H�� �–�W�V �P�D�V�W�H�U�\ �R�I �%�H�U�W�R�O�W �%�U�H�F�K�W���V �O�R�Q�J 

�V�R�X�J�K�W �
�W�Z�R���Z�D�\�� �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q �K�H�U�H �R�S�H�U�D�W�H�V �W�R �G�U�D�L�Q �D�O�O �G�U�D�P�D �I�U�R�P �W�K�H 

�H�Y�H�Q�W �R�I �G�H���D�F�R�X�V�P�D�W�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�L�Q�J �W�K�H �G�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\ �H�[�K�D�X�V�W�L�Q�J �W�H�G�L�X�P �R�I 

online interfacing whether teaching or meeting. The moment of disclosure is 

�M�X�V�W �D �F�O�L�F�N �D�Z�D�\ �D�Q�G �W�K�H �V�\�Q�W�D�[ �R�I �V�L�J�K�W �D�Q�G �V�R�X�Q�G ���W�K�H �
�4�O�P���� �I�D�O�O�V �Z�L�O�O�\���Q�L�O�O�\ 

into our hands.

�2�U �G�R�H�V �L�W�" �–�Q �0�L�O�O�V���V �G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q �R�I �W�K�H �F�U�L�V�L�V �R�I �W�H�O�H�S�K�R�Q�L�F �K�H�D�U�L�Q�J�� �V�K�H �S�R�L�Q�W�V 

to the gradual but irreversible separation between the psychoacoustic 

�D�F�F�R�X�Q�W �R�I �K�H�D�U�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G �W�K�H �P�R�G�H�O �R�I �W�H�O�H�S�K�R�Q�L�F �W�U�D�Q�V�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�� �6�K�H �V�S�H�Q�G�V �O�H�V�V 

time on the matter of what happens to telephony as a result of this separa -

�W�L�R�Q�� �D �K�L�V�W�R�U�\ �W�K�D�W �Z�R�X�O�G �L�Q�F�O�X�G�H �W�K�H �H�P�H�U�J�H�Q�F�H �R�I �R�Q�O�L�Q�H �W�H�O�H�F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�L�Q�J�� 

�$�O�W�K�R�X�J�K �V�K�H �G�R�H�V �Q�R�W �L�W�D�O�L�F�L�]�H �L�W�� �W�K�H �I�D�W�H �R�I �W�U�D�Q�V�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q �4�J�X�U�H�V �F�U�X�F�L�D�O�O�\ 

�L�Q �V�X�F�K �D �K�L�V�W�R�U�\�� �–�W �W�R�R �L�V �F�D�X�J�K�W �X�S �L�Q �W�K�H �I�D�G�H �R�I �W�K�H �W�H�O�H�S�K�R�Q�L�F �P�R�G�H�O�� 

�Q�R�W �P�H�U�H�O�\ �D�V �D�Q �D�V�S�H�F�W �R�I �W�K�H �P�R�G�H�O�� �E�X�W �D�V �D �F�R�Q�F�H�S�W �V�X�E�M�H�F�W �W�R �W�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O 

�P�R�G�H�O�O�L�Q�J�� �1�R�W �V�X�U�S�U�L�V�L�Q�J�O�\�� �W�U�D�Q�V�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q �K�D�V �D�W�W�U�D�F�W�H�G �W�K�H �D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q �R�I �P�D�Q�\�� 

everyone from Gilbert Simondon and Gilles Deleuze to Adrian MacKenzie and 

�-�R�Q�D�W�K�D�Q �6�W�H�U�Q�H�� �$�Q�G�� �L�I �W�K�L�V �P�D�W�W�H�U�V �L�W �L�V �E�H�F�D�X�V�H �W�K�H �S�X�]�]�O�H �R�I �W�U�D�Q�V�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q 

�E�U�H�D�W�K�H�V �Q�H�Z �O�L�I�H �L�Q�W�R �W�K�H �4�J�X�U�H �R�I �W�K�H �
�D�F�R�X�V�P�¬�W�U�H���� �–�W �G�R�H�V �V�R �E�\ �H�Y�R�N�L�Q�J 

and thus generating a matrix behind or beneath the etiquette of the muting/

�E�O�L�Q�G�L�Q�J �Z�K�H�U�H �G�H���D�F�R�X�V�P�D�W�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q �U�H�D�F�T�X�L�U�H�V �K�H�U�P�H�Q�H�X�W�L�F �I�R�U�F�H�� �Q�R�W �L�Q �W�K�H 

�V�\�Q�W�D�[ �R�I �Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H ���Z�K�R�V�H �Y�R�L�F�H �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�V �W�K�H �S�O�R�W�"���� �E�X�W �L�Q �W�K�H �R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I 

the medium (how is the signal possible?)

�7�R �J�H�W �D�W �W�K�L�V�� �D�Q�R�W�K�H�U �V�H�Q�V�H �R�I �
�P�X�W�H �V�R�X�Q�G�� �D�V�N�V �W�R �E�H �K�H�D�U�G�� �–�Q�V�W�H�D�G �R�I 

�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J �L�W �D�V �D�Q �L�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�� �K�H�D�U �L�W �D�V �D �G�H�V�F�U�L�S�W�L�R�Q�� �6�R�X�Q�G �W�K�D�W is mute. 

�1�R�W �V�R�X�Q�G �W�K�D�W �L�V �P�X�W�H�G �R�U �P�X�^�H�G�� �E�X�W �V�R�X�Q�G �W�K�D�W �F�D�Q�Q�R�W �E�H �Y�R�L�F�H�G�� �2�U 

�E�H�W�W�H�U�� �V�R�X�Q�G �W�K�D�W �L�V �Q�R�W �S�K�R�Q�L�F�� �E�X�W �V�R�Q�L�F�� �–�Q �K�L�V �W�H�Q�D�F�L�R�X�V �U�H�D�G�L�Q�J �R�I �3�D�V-

�F�D�O �4�X�L�J�Q�D�U�G���V �
�W�U�H�D�W�L�V�H�� �R�Q �O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H�� �-�H�D�Q���)�U�D�Q�F�R�L�V �/�\�R�W�D�U�G �H�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�H�V �D 

contrast between music and “ �O�D���P�X�W�L�T�X�H���� �L�Q �R�U�G�H�U �W�R �E�U�L�Q�J �I�R�U�Z�D�U�G �D �P�X�V�L�F 

�W�K�D�W �I�D�O�O�V �E�H�I�R�U�H�� �\�H�W �V�R�X�Q�G�V ���4�X�L�J�Q�D�U�G �V�D�\�V �
�E�H�O�O�R�Z�V���� �Z�L�W�K�L�Q �P�X�V�L�F�� �–�Q �W�K�L�V 

spirit might we not invoke mute sound as a way to bring forward a sound 

�E�H�I�R�U�H �V�R�X�Q�G�" �$�J�D�L�Q�� �Q�R�W �P�H�U�H�O�\ �Q�R�Q���Y�R�F�D�O �V�R�X�Q�G�� �E�X�W �V�R�X�Q�G �S�U�L�R�U �W�R �D �P�R�G�H�O 

of hearing modelled on telephony. The commotion produced by the tree 

�I�D�O�O�L�Q�J �X�Q���P�L�N�H�G �L�Q �W�K�H �I�R�U�H�V�W�� �)�U�R�P �E�H�K�L�Q�G �L�W�V �
�V�W�U�L�N�H �W�K�U�R�X�J�K���� �W�K�H �P�X�W�H�G 

microphone transduces an appearance that simultaneously promises and 
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�G�H�4�H�V �G�H���D�F�R�X�V�P�D�W�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �:�K�D�W ���F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�O�\ �Q�R�W �
�Z�K�R���� �P�D�N�H�V �W�K�H �V�R�X�Q�G 

before sound? Can it be picked up by the camera? Such questions and others 

parasitize the online interface and they transfer to the digital medium of the 

�F�R�P�S�X�W�H�U �D�O�O �W�K�H �K�H�U�P�H�Q�H�X�W�L�F �I�R�U�F�H �R�I �G�H���D�F�R�X�V�P�D�W�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �E�X�W �Q�R�Z �U�H�D�O�L�]�H�G 

�W�K�U�R�X�J�K �D �S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O �J�H�V�W�X�U�H �R�I �G�L�V�F�O�R�V�X�U�H �W�K�D�W �G�H�4�H�V �O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q �L�Q �V�S�D�F�H �D�Q�G 

time.

At the Greek root of mute lies �+�k�p�d�� �–�W �P�H�D�Q�V �W�R �F�O�R�V�H �R�Q�H���V �H�\�H�V �R�U �O�L�S�V�� �D�Q�G 

�L�Q �W�K�X�V �F�R�Q�Q�R�W�L�Q�J �V�H�F�U�H�F�\ ���
�P�X�P���V �W�K�H �Z�R�U�G���� �T�X�L�F�N�O�\ �V�X�J�J�H�V�W�V �L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�R�Q �D�Q�G 

mystery. As muting and unmuting belong to apps enabling and even now sus -

�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�J �R�Q�O�L�Q�H �L�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�� �W�K�H�L�U �X�V�H �S�O�D�F�H�V �H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q �E�D�F�N �Z�K�H�U�H �L�W �E�H�O�R�Q�J�V�� �–�Q 

�W�K�H ���G�L�V���V�H�P�L�Q�D�U�\�� �6�H�U�H�Q�G�L�S�L�W�R�X�V�O�\�� �W�K�H �2�(�' �W�H�O�O�V �X�V �W�K�D�W �L�Q �E�L�R�O�R�J�\�� �W�U�D�Q�V�G�X�F-

�W�L�R�Q �G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�H�V �W�K�H �Z�R�U�N �R�I �D �Y�L�U�X�V�� �W�K�H �W�U�D�Q�V�I�H�U �R�I �I�R�U�H�L�J�Q �J�H�Q�H�W�L�F �P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O 

into an organism. Perhaps it is this that post-telephonic transduction threat -

�H�Q�V �W�R �G�H���D�F�R�X�V�P�D�W�L�]�H�� �Q�R�W �W�K�H �S�R�F�N�H�G �I�D�F�H �R�I �W�K�H �Y�L�U�X�V �V�W�L�U�U�L�Q�J �W�K�H �F�X�U�U�H�Q�W 

�S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F�� �E�X�W �W�K�H �R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F within our techno-pedagogical 

�U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H �W�R �L�W�� �2�U �P�D�\�E�H �H�Y�H�Q �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F�D�O �F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U �R�I �D�O�O �L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�R�Q�� �W�K�H 

collective drive to expose all to the mute sound.

�$ �U�H�P�L�Q�G�H�U�� �K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U �L�P�P�R�G�H�V�W�� �W�K�D�W �Z�H �P�D�\ �Q�R�W �\�H�W �J�U�D�V�S �W�K�H �F�U�L�V�L�V �R�I �Z�H�O�O��

being at hand. We cannot simply respond to it. It is in the operation of this 

response. Just pick up the phone. Take or make the call. Raise your hand. 

Unmute sound.

�–���Z�R�X�O�G���O�L�N�H���W�R���D�F�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H���D�]�O�L�D�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���.�R�Q�4�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q�H�Q���G�H�V��

Films research group at J.W. Goethe Universität and thank them warmly for 

their hospitality and the generous invitation to patch into their circuit. 

�%�L�E�O�L�R�J�U�D�S�K�\

�&�K�L�R�Q�� �0�L�F�K�H�O�� �„�Œ�Œ�Œ�� Voice in the Cinema. New York: Columbia University Press.

�/�\�R�W�D�U�G�� �-�H�D�Q���)�U�D�Q�©�R�L�V�� �„�Œ�Œ�Š �>�„�Œ�Œ�†�@�� �
�0�X�V�L�F�� �0�X�W�L�F���� �–�Q Postmodern Fables. Translated by Georges 

Van Den Abbeele. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press.

�0�D�U�D �0�L�O�O�V�� �…�ƒ�ƒ�Š�� �
�+�H�D�U�L�Q�J �7�K�L�Q�J�V�� �7�H�O�H�S�K�R�Q�H�V �D�Q�G �$�X�G�L�W�R�U�\ �7�K�H�R�U�\���� �–�Q �9�D�U�L�D�Q�W�R�O�R�J�\���…�����2�Q���'�H�H�S��

Time Relations of Arts, Sciences and Technologies�� �H�G�L�W�H�G �E�\ �6�L�H�J�I�U�L�H�G �=�L�H�O�L�Q�V�N�L �D�Q�G �'�D�Y�L�G �/�L�Q�N�� 

�…�…�Œ���ˆ�‰�� �&�R�O�R�J�Q�H�� �9�H�U�O�D�J Walther König.





�����0�(�0�%�(�5�6�+�–�3���*�5�2�8�3�6�� ��

�����–�1�)�5 �$�6�7�5�8�&�7�8�5�(�� ��

�����2�1�/�–�1�(���7�( �$�&�+�–�1�*�� ��

�����%�/�8�)�)�� ��

�����)�2�5�*�(�7�7�–�1�*�� ��



� > � � � � � @

�)�D�F�H���2�•��

�.�H�U�L�P���'�R�J�U�X�H�O

�7�K�H���D�U�W�L�F�O�H���D�V�N�V���K�R�Z���W�K�H���V�K�L�I�W���W�R���R�Q�O�L�Q�H���F�O�D�V�V�H�V���G�X�U�L�Q�J��

�W�K�H���&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ���S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F���L�V���S�H�U�F�H�L�Y�H�G���G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W�O�\���E�\��

�G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W���V�W�D�W�X�V���J�U�R�X�S�V�����3�U�H�V�V���D�U�W�L�F�O�H�V���Z�R�Q�G�H�U�H�G���Z�K�\��

�V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���G�L�G�Q���W���V�K�R�Z���W�K�H�L�U���I�D�F�H�V���L�Q���F�O�D�V�V�����7�K�H���D�U�W�L�F�O�H��

�H�[�S�O�R�U�H�V���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H���U�H�D�V�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���W�U�L�H�V���W�R���V�K�L�I�W���W�K�H���G�L�V��

�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q���D�Z�D�\���I�U�R�P���E�O�D�P�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���V�X�J�J�H�V�W�V��

�W�K�D�W���L�Q�V�W�H�D�G���R�I���I�R�F�X�V�L�Q�J���R�Q���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V����

�W�K�H���V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���E�H�W�W�H�U���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�R�R�G���Z�L�W�K���D�Q�D�O�\�W�L�F�D�O��

�W�R�R�O�V���I�U�R�P���V�R�F�L�D�O���D�Q�G���P�H�G�L�D���W�K�H�R�U�\�����Z�K�L�F�K���J�L�Y�H���V�S�H�F�L�D�O��

�D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�D�O���I�U�D�P�H�Z�R�U�N���R�I���W�K�H��

�X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\��
 
�:�K�H�Q �*�H�U�P�D�Q �X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�L�H�V �V�K�L�I�W�H�G �W�R �R�Q�O�L�Q�H �F�O�D�V�V�H�V �E�H�F�D�X�V�H �R�I �W�K�H �&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ 

�S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F �L�Q �$�S�U�L�O �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �D�Q �D�G�Y�D�Q�F�H�G �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W �G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G �K�H�U �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H �R�I 

�W�K�H �V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q �D�V �L�I �V�K�H �Z�H�U�H �L�Q �W�K�H �4�U�V�W �V�H�P�H�V�W�H�U �D�O�O �R�Y�H�U �D�J�D�L�Q�� �'�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�Q�J �W�K�H 

�V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q �Z�L�W�K �R�W�K�H�U �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V �D�Q�G �F�R�O�O�H�D�J�X�H�V �I�U�R�P �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W �V�W�D�W�X�V �J�U�R�X�S�V 

���U�D�Q�J�L�Q�J �I�U�R�P �%�D�F�K�H�O�R�U �D�Q�G �0�D�V�W�H�U �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V �W�R �G�R�F�W�R�U�D�O �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�� �S�R�V�W���G�R�F�V�� 

�D�Q�G �S�U�R�I�H�V�V�R�U�V���� �V�H�Y�H�U�D�O �V�W�D�W�H�G �W�K�H �R�S�S�R�V�L�W�H�� �W�K�D�W �H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J �E�D�V�L�F�D�O�O�\ �V�W�D�\�V 

the same while everyone does the responsible and a little boring thing of 

staying home. I like to think that both are true. But why does the perception 

�R�I �W�K�H �V�D�P�H �V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q �G�L�•�H�U �V�R �J�U�H�D�W�O�\�" �$�Q�G �Z�K�D�W �G�R�H�V �W�K�H �X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\ �D�V �D�Q 
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institution have to do with it? The student’s analogy of being demoted back 

�W�R �W�K�H �4�U�V�W �V�H�P�H�V�W�H�U �V�H�H�P�V �W�R �E�H �N�H�\�� �V�L�Q�F�H �L�W �G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�V �W�K�H �F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O �P�R�P�H�Q�W 

of transitioning into a new learning and working environment. This transition 

becomes warped during e-learning. This is even more so when the infamous 

German phenomenon of �8�Q�L���%�O�X�•—an extracurricular yet crucial behavior that 

is necessary to successfully navigate university—takes on new forms in the 

online learning environment. �� Instead of asking into the intrinsic motivations 

�R�I �W�K�H �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W �J�U�R�X�S�V�� �– �Z�D�Q�W �W�R �V�K�L�I�W �W�K�H �D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q �W�R �W�K�H �L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�V �R�I 

digital learning themselves and how they “emerge out of and store within 

�W�K�H�P �I�R�U�P�V �R�I �G�H�V�L�U�H �D�Q�G �I�D�Q�W�D�V�\�� ���/�D�U�N�L�Q �…�ƒ�„�†�� �W�K�D�W �H�•�H�F�W �W�K�H �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W �J�U�R�X�S�V 

�L�Q �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W �Z�D�\�V��

The student described her membership status at university that was 

somehow lost through the pandemic and now had to be regained again. For 

�W�K�H �R�W�K�H�U �J�U�R�X�S�� �W�K�H�L�U �P�H�P�E�H�U�V�K�L�S �V�W�D�W�X�V �Z�D�V �Q�H�Y�H�U �L�Q �M�H�R�S�D�U�G�\�� �7�R �E�H�W�W�H�U 

�X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G �W�K�H �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W �Y�D�U�L�D�E�O�H�V �R�I �W�K�H �V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q�� �W�K�H �W�K�H�R�U�H�W�L�F�D�O �I�U�D�P�H�Z�R�U�N 

�R�I �6�W�D�U�� �%�R�Z�N�H�U�� �D�Q�G �1�H�X�P�D�Q�Q �S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V �W�K�H �W�R�R�O�V �W�R �P�D�N�H �V�H�Q�V�H �R�I �W�K�H �W�Z�R �G�L�I-

ferent perceptions. Both groups are part of the same community of practice :

A community of practice  �L�V �D �J�U�R�X�S �R�I �S�H�R�S�O�H �M�R�L�Q�H�G �E�\ �F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�V�� 

�O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H�� �S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V�� �D�Q�G �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�H�V ���� �–�W �P�D�\ �R�U �P�D�\ �Q�R�W �E�H �F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�G 

�L�Q �D �V�L�Q�J�O�H �V�S�D�W�L�D�O �W�H�U�U�L�W�R�U�\�� �L�Q �W�K�H �P�R�G�H�U�Q �L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q �Z�R�U�O�G�� �L�W �R�I�W�H�Q �L�V 

not. It contains strong ties that are not covered by the terms family �� formal 

organization �� �R�U voluntary association�� ���6�W�D�U�� �%�R�Z�N�H�U�� �D�Q�G �1�H�X�P�D�Q�Q �…�ƒ�ƒ�†�� 

�…�‡�†��

While some of the most important social interactions at university take place 

�L�Q �F�O�D�V�V�U�R�R�P�V�� �W�K�H �F�R�P�P�X�Q�D�O �O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H �V�K�L�I�W�H�G �E�H�F�D�X�V�H �R�I �W�K�H �S�D�Q-

�G�H�P�L�F�� �7�K�H �V�R�F�L�D�O �L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V �I�U�R�P �W�K�H �F�O�D�V�V�U�R�R�P �D�Q�G �H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J �L�Q �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� 

�I�U�R�P �K�D�O�O�Z�D�\�V�� �W�R �O�L�E�U�D�U�L�H�V�� �F�D�I�H�W�H�U�L�D�V�� �E�O�D�F�N�E�R�D�U�G�V�� �D�Q�G �U�H�V�W�U�R�R�P�V�� �F�R�O�O�D�S�V�H�G 

and could only partially be replaced or addressed through online infra -

�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�V�� �L�I �W�K�H�\ �Z�H�U�H �D�G�G�U�H�V�V�H�G �D�W �D�O�O�� �*�R�H�W�K�H �8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\ �)�U�D�Q�N�I�X�U�W �E�R�X�J�K�W 

�E�X�O�N �O�L�F�H�Q�V�H�V �R�I �Y�L�G�H�R�F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�L�Q�J �V�R�I�W�Z�D�U�H�� �D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\ �W�K�H �D�O�U�H�D�G�\ �H�[�L�V�W�L�Q�J 

infrastructures for e-learning were strengthened and expanded. Zoom was 

quickly established as the software of choice for most teaching purposes. The 

videoconference software was added to the other information artifacts �� �D�V �R�Q�H 

�R�I �P�D�Q�\ �
�W�R�R�O�V�� �V�\�V�W�H�P�V�� �L�Q�W�H�U�I�D�F�H�V�� �D�Q�G �G�H�Y�L�F�H�V �I�R�U �V�W�R�U�L�Q�J�� �W�U�D�F�N�L�Q�J�� �G�L�V-

�S�O�D�\�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G �U�H�W�U�L�H�Y�L�Q�J �L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�� ���6�W�D�U�� �%�R�Z�N�H�U�� �D�Q�G �1�H�X�P�D�Q�Q �…�ƒ�ƒ�†�� �…�‡�‡���� 

Communities of practice and information artifacts  depend on each other. When 

��	 �:�D�J�Q�H�U �K�D�V �G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G �W�K�H �E�O�X�• �L�Q �K�L�V �E�R�R�N �8�Q�L���$�Q�J�V�W���X�Q�G���8�Q�L���%�O�X�•�� �Z�K�L�F�K �Z�D�V �S�X�E-

�O�L�V�K�H�G �L�Q �W�K�U�H�H �Y�H�U�\ �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W �H�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V �L�Q �„�Œ�Š�Š�� �„�Œ�Œ�…�� �D�Q�G �…�ƒ�ƒ�Š�� �2�Q�O�\ �L�Q �K�L�V �O�D�W�H�V�W �H�G�L�W�L�R�Q 

�G�R�H�V �:�D�J�Q�H�U �D�F�F�H�S�W �W�K�H �E�O�X�• �D�V �D �Q�H�F�H�V�V�L�W�\�� �7�K�R�P�D�V �:�D�L�W�] �S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V �D�Q �D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V �R�I �W�K�H 

�F�K�D�Q�J�H�V �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �W�K�H �H�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W �W�K�H �\�H�D�U�V ���V�H�H �:�D�L�W�] �…�ƒ�„�Œ���� �)�R�U �W�K�L�V �W�H�[�W�� �–���O�O 

primarily use the latest edition of the book. English lanugage quotes from Wagner are 

my translation.



������

they converge and the community standard becomes more and more trans -

�S�D�U�H�Q�W �W�R �W�K�H �L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�� �P�H�P�E�H�U�V�K�L�S �L�V �D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�G�� �<�H�W �P�H�P�E�H�U�V�K�L�S �L�V �Q�R�W �D 

�U�L�J�L�G �F�D�W�H�J�R�U�\�� �E�X�W �U�D�W�K�H�U �D �W�U�D�M�H�F�W�R�U�\ �W�K�D�W �V�K�D�S�H�V �W�K�H �L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O �L�Q �W�K�H �S�U�R�F�H�V�V�� 

An important part of that process is the transformation of self-imagination: 

“the shaping of individuals so that they see themselves as having the set of 

information needs that can be met by their new social world’s information 

�U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V�� ���6�W�D�U�� �%�R�Z�N�H�U�� �D�Q�G �1�H�X�P�D�Q�Q �…�ƒ�ƒ�†�� �…�‡�ˆ���� �<�R�X �F�D�Q �V�H�H �\�R�X�U�V�H�O�I �D�V 

part of that world when you have a clear idea of what your place in it could be. 

Students that didn’t have any trouble adjusting to the new learning environ -

ment could literally see themselves within the university framework.

Since my own transition from being a student to becoming a teacher wasn’t 

�W�K�D�W �O�R�Q�J �D�J�R�� �– �Z�D�V �Z�D�U�\ �R�I �W�K�H �V�L�G�H���H�•�H�F�W�V �D�Q�G �R�X�W�V�L�G�H �S�H�U�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I �P�H �D�V 

�D �W�H�D�F�K�H�U�� �$�O�O �W�K�H �P�H�Q�L�D�O �W�D�V�N�V �W�K�D�W �F�R�P�H �Z�L�W�K �J�H�W�W�L�Q�J �V�W�D�U�W�H�G �D�W �D�Q �L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H�� 

�U�D�Q�J�L�Q�J �I�U�R�P �X�S�O�R�D�G�L�Q�J �S�K�R�W�R�V �I�R�U �W�K�H �L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���Z�H�E�V�L�W�H�� �V�L�J�Q�L�Q�J �I�R�U�P�V �W�R �J�H�W 

�D�F�F�H�V�V �W�R �D�Q �L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�D�O �H�P�D�L�O���D�G�G�U�H�V�V�� �V�H�W�W�L�Q�J �X�S �L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H �H�P�D�L�O �V�L�J�Q�D�W�X�U�H�V�� 

�Y�D�O�L�G�D�W�L�Q�J �\�R�X�U �X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\ �H�P�S�O�R�\�H�H �–�'�� �V�H�W�W�L�Q�J �X�S �N�H�\�V �W�R �J�H�W �D�F�F�H�V�V �W�R �R�]�F�H�V 

�D�Q�G �F�O�D�V�V�U�R�R�P�V�� �V�O�L�S�S�L�Q�J �L�Q �D�Q�G �R�X�W �R�I �W�K�H�V�H �V�S�D�F�H�V�� �X�V�L�Q�J �W�K�H �D�O�U�H�D�G�\ �I�D�P�L�O�L�D�U 

learning management system with an enhanced and more powerful inter -

�I�D�F�H�� �P�D�G�H �P�H �Z�D�U�\ �R�I �W�K�H �W�U�D�Q�V�L�W�L�R�Q �P�\�V�H�O�I�� �%�X�W �W�K�H�\ �D�O�V�R �V�L�J�Q�D�O�H�G �W�R �W�K�H 

outside that I now had become part of the institution. I already had teaching 

�H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H �I�U�R�P �R�X�W�V�L�G�H �X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�� �E�X�W �W�K�H �F�K�D�Q�J�H �L�Q �V�W�D�W�X�V �W�K�D�W �F�D�P�H �Z�L�W�K 

�L�W �Z�D�V �Y�H�U�\ �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W �I�U�R�P �R�W�K�H�U �O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J �H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�V�� �P�R�V�W�O�\ �E�H�F�D�X�V�H �L�W���V 

an institution that can itself grant status—regardless of whether I liked that 

or not. 2 �(�Y�H�Q �W�K�R�X�J�K �– �K�D�G �W�D�X�J�K�W �X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\ �V�H�P�L�Q�D�U�V �S�U�L�R�U �W�R �W�K�H �&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ 

�S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F�� �– �K�D�G �Q�R�W �G�R�Q�H �L�W �R�I�W�H�Q �H�Q�R�X�J�K �I�R�U �L�W �W�R �K�D�Y�H �E�H�F�R�P�H �D �K�D�E�L�W �\�H�W�� 

�7�R �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H �Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J �
�D�V �D�O�Z�D�\�V�� �L�V �L�P�S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H �L�I �
�D�O�Z�D�\�V�� �L�V �D �W�L�P�H���V�S�D�Q �R�I �W�Z�R 

years.

�$�I�W�H�U �W�K�H �4�U�V�W �I�H�Z �F�O�D�V�V�H�V �G�X�U�L�Q�J �W�K�H �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F�� �– �K�D�G �W�K�H �V�D�P�H �F�R�Q�Y�H�U�V�D�W�L�R�Q 

�Z�L�W�K �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W �F�R�O�O�H�D�J�X�H�V �L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�O�\ �Z�K�R �K�D�G �G�H�F�L�G�H�G �W�R �V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H �W�K�H�L�U 

�F�O�D�V�V�H�V �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �Z�H�H�N�O�\ �Y�L�G�H�R�F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V�� �7�K�H�\ �Z�H�U�H �F�R�Q�I�X�V�H�G�� �V�X�U�S�U�L�V�H�G�� �R�U 

�H�Y�H�Q �V�O�L�J�K�W�O�\ �R�•�H�Q�G�H�G �E�\ �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V �Z�K�R �G�L�G�Q���W �W�X�U�Q �R�Q �W�K�H�L�U �F�D�P�H�U�D�V �L�Q �F�O�D�V�V���� 

Empty squares caused insecurities. The gridded structure of the videocon -

�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H �K�R�P�R�J�H�Q�L�]�H�V�� �H�D�F�K �V�T�X�D�U�H �L�V �H�T�X�D�O�O�\ �Y�L�V�L�E�O�H�� �U�H�J�D�U�G�O�H�V�V �R�I �Z�K�D�W �L�W 

�F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�V ���V�H�H �+�L�J�J�L�Q�V �…�ƒ�ƒ�Œ�� �Œ���� �$�W �W�K�H �V�D�P�H �W�L�P�H �W�K�H �J�U�L�G �V�L�J�Q�D�O�V �W�K�H �L�Q�K�H�U�H�Q�W 

�S�R�Z�H�U �L�P�E�D�O�D�Q�F�H �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �W�H�D�F�K�H�U �D�Q�G �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�� �K�R�V�W �D�Q�G �J�X�H�V�W�� �P�X�F�K �P�R�U�H 

than a classroom could—the grid is a visual testament to the power of the 

�S�H�U�V�R�Q �W�K�D�W �K�D�V �F�R�Q�W�U�R�O �R�Y�H�U �L�W ���V�H�H �6�L�H�J�H�U�W �…�ƒ�ƒ�†�� �Œ�ˆ���� �3�D�U�D�G�R�[�L�F�D�O�O�\�� �W�K�H 

��	 �7�K�H �P�D�L�Q �W�D�N�H�D�Z�D�\ �R�I �:�D�J�Q�H�U���V �…�ƒ�ƒ�Š �H�G�L�W�L�R�Q �R�I �W�K�H �E�R�R�N �L�V �W�K�D�W �W�K�H �L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H �L�Q �V�W�D�W�X�V 

���E�R�W�K �P�R�U�D�O�O�\ �D�Q�G �4�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O�O�\�� �L�V �D �U�H�D�O �D�Q�G �Y�D�O�L�G �U�H�D�V�R�Q �I�R�U �P�D�Q�\ �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V �W�R �D�W�W�H�Q�G �X�Q�L-

�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�� �W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H �W�K�H �Q�H�F�H�V�V�L�W�\ �W�R �P�D�V�W�H�U �W�K�H �E�O�X�• �Z�L�W�K�R�X�W �V�X�F�F�X�P�E�L�Q�J �W�R �L�W ���V�H�H �:�D�J�Q�H�U 

�…�ƒ�ƒ�Š�� �†�„���†�‰����

��	 �%�H�V�L�G�H�V �W�K�H �R�E�Y�L�R�X�V �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O �U�H�D�V�R�Q�V �R�I �Q�R�W �K�D�Y�L�Q�J �W�K�H �Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\ �K�D�U�G�Z�D�U�H �D�Y�D�L�O-

able or not having a stable connection.
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invisible students become more visible through this equal treatment of every 

rectangle.

And the whole time all I could focus on was the sea of blank avatars—

rather than actual faces—staring back at me. Why did it matter? Why had 

�V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V �G�H�F�L�G�H�G �W�R �W�X�U�Q �R�• �W�K�H�L�U �F�D�P�H�U�D�" �7�R �E�H �K�R�Q�H�V�W�� �– �W�R�R�N �L�W �D �E�L�W 

�S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O�O�\�� ���(�Q�J �…�ƒ�…�ƒ��4

I don’t want to guess about the individual agreements that were and are being 

�P�D�G�H �L�Q �F�O�D�V�V �L�Q �W�K�H �4�U�V�W �I�H�Z �P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�V�� �/�L�N�H�Z�L�V�H �–���P �Q�R�W �W�U�\�L�Q�J �W�R �H�[�S�O�D�L�Q 

every possible reason for students not to show their faces on camera. What 

interests me are the reasons that might lie in the existing and newly facilitated 

infrastructures of the university itself. Setting up rules for class is important 

�D�Q�G �V�K�D�S�H�V �W�K�H �G�L�U�H�F�W�L�R�Q �I�R�U �Z�K�D�W �Z�L�O�O �K�D�S�S�H�Q �I�R�U �W�K�H �U�H�V�W �R�I �W�K�H �V�H�P�H�V�W�H�U�� 

how to work and how to play together. But already before individual rules can 

�E�H �H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G�� �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V �H�Q�W�H�U �W�K�H �F�O�D�V�V�U�R�R�P �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H�L�U �R�Z�Q �H�[�S�H�F�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� 

�I�H�D�U�V�� �D�Q�G �G�H�V�L�U�H�V��

�–�W���V �D �F�U�X�F�L�D�O �P�R�P�H�Q�W�� �Z�K�L�F�K �L�V �S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\ �V�W�U�R�Q�J �L�Q �W�K�H �4�U�V�W �V�H�V�V�L�R�Q �R�I �D 

�V�H�P�H�V�W�H�U�� �D�Q�G �H�Y�H�Q �V�W�U�R�Q�J�H�U �Z�L�W�K �I�U�H�V�K�P�H�Q �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�� �:�R�O�I �:�D�J�Q�H�U �H�[�S�O�R�U�H�V 

�W�K�H �V�S�H�F�L�D�O �F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �W�K�H �I�D�F�H �D�Q�G �W�K�H �V�W�D�W�X�V �R�I �4�U�V�W �V�H�P�H�V�W�H�U 

�V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V �D�W �*�H�U�P�D�Q �X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�L�H�V �L�Q �Z�K�D�W �K�H �F�D�O�O�V �W�K�H �I�H�D�U �R�I �W�K�H �
�V�P�D�U�W �I�D�F�H���� 

�
�$ �I�D�F�H �W�K�D�W �G�R�H�V�Q���W �V�K�R�Z �L�W�V �I�H�D�U�� �E�X�W �F�R�Y�H�U�V �L�W �X�S �E�\ �D�Q �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G �Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�� 

�U�H�O�D�[�H�G �D�Q�G �F�R�Q�4�G�H�Q�W �G�H�P�H�D�Q�R�U���� ���:�D�J�Q�H�U �…�ƒ�ƒ�Š�� �‰�‰���� �:�D�J�Q�H�U �G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�V �W�K�H 

�4�Q�H �G�H�W�D�L�O�V �D�Q�G �P�L�F�U�R �J�H�V�W�X�U�H�V �R�I �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V �Z�K�H�Q �W�K�H�\ �H�Q�W�H�U �D �F�O�D�V�V�U�R�R�P �I�X�O�O 

of other people they don’t know. It’s an anatomy of the process of projection 

in which the individual student’s fear of failure manifests itself in the faces 

�R�I �W�K�H �R�W�K�H�U �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�� �Z�K�R �W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H �D�S�S�H�D�U �D�V �F�D�U�U�L�H�U�V �R�I �D�O�O �
�R�E�M�H�F�W�L�4�H�G 

�U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V �R�I �W�K�H �X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\ �V�\�V�W�H�P�� ���:�D�J�Q�H�U �…�ƒ�ƒ�Š�� �‰�‰���� �7�K�H �
�V�P�D�U�W �I�D�F�H�� 

�E�H�F�R�P�H�V �R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�]�H�G �D�Q�G �L�V �D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�H�G �D�V �D �E�O�X�]�Q�J �E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U �W�K�D�W 

serves the purpose of navigating the very same system. It’s not only a ques -

�W�L�R�Q �R�I �S�R�V�H �R�U �D�S�S�H�D�U�D�Q�F�H�� �E�X�W �D �E�O�X�• �W�K�D�W �F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�V �R�I �D �Z�L�G�H �Y�D�U�L�H�W�\ �R�I �G�L�I-

�I�H�U�H�Q�W �H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�V�� �H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\ �L�Q �Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J �D�Q�G �V�S�H�H�F�K��

Just like when an uncertain hand in poker should appear better than it 

�U�H�D�O�O�\ �L�V�� �W�K�H �V�F�K�R�O�D�U �P�D�N�H�V �K�L�P �R�U �K�H�U�V�H�O�I �D�S�S�H�D�U �D �O�L�W�W�O�H �E�H�W�W�H�U�� �V�P�D�U�W�H�U�� 

�P�R�U�H �Z�H�O�O���U�H�D�G�� �P�R�U�H �N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�D�E�O�H�� �D�Q�G �P�R�U�H �S�U�R�I�R�X�Q�G �W�K�D�Q �K�H �R�U �V�K�H 

4	 Also: “Why won’t the students show themselves? Hoppe can only guess: … She also sus -

�S�H�F�W�V �W�K�D�W �V�R�P�H�W�L�P�H�V �W�K�H�U�H �L�V �D�F�W�X�D�O�O�\ �Q�R �R�Q�H �V�L�W�W�L�Q�J �E�H�K�L�Q�G �W�K�H �E�O�D�F�N �V�F�U�H�H�Q�V�� �� �:�L�D�U�G�D 

�…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �†�ˆ���†�‰�� �P�\ �W�U�D�Q�V�O�D�W�L�R�Q���� �
�(�Y�H�Q �W�K�R�X�J�K �W�K�H�\ �K�D�Y�H �E�H�H�Q �V�R�F�L�D�O�L�]�H�G �Z�L�W�K �G�L�J�L�W�D�O �P�H�G�L�D�� 

�V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V �W�X�U�Q �R�• �W�K�H�L�U �F�D�P�H�U�D�V �L�Q �Y�L�G�H�R�F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H �V�H�P�L�Q�D�U�V�� �:�K�\�" �� ���.�L�U�F�K�P�H�L�H�U �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� 

my translation).

��	 �:�D�J�Q�H�U �U�H�D�V�R�Q�V �W�K�D�W���Z�K�L�O�H �W�K�H�U�H �L�V �D�U�U�R�J�D�Q�F�H �L�Q �R�W�K�H�U �X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\ �V�\�V�W�H�P�V ���K�H �G�L�V-

�F�X�V�V�H�V �W�K�H �8�6�$ �D�Q�G �(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G �L�Q �P�R�U�H �G�H�W�D�L�O�����W�K�H �E�O�X�• �L�V �S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U �W�R �*�H�U�P�D�Q �X�Q�L�Y�H�U-

sities because of their devaluation of teaching in academic performance reviews. He 

characterizes it as a university system than overvalues research reputation while almost 

�F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�O�\ �Q�H�J�O�H�F�W�L�Q�J �W�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J �S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H ���V�H�H �:�D�J�Q�H�U �…�ƒ�ƒ�Š�� �Œ�…���Œ�‰����



������

�U�H�D�O�O�\ �L�V�� �–�W �K�D�S�S�H�Q�V �R�X�W �R�I �U�H�5�H�[ �W�K�D�W �K�D�V �E�H�H�Q �U�H�K�H�D�U�V�H�G �P�R�U�H �W�K�D�Q �D 

�W�K�R�X�V�D�Q�G �W�L�P�H�V ���� ���:�D�J�Q�H�U �…�ƒ�ƒ�Š�� �ˆ�ˆ��

�:�K�L�O�H �W�K�H�V�H �W�\�S�H�V �R�I �E�O�X�]�Q�J �D�S�S�H�D�U �L�Q �D �V�L�P�L�O�D�U �I�R�U�P �L�Q �H�Y�H�U�\�G�D�\ �O�L�I�H�� �W�K�H�\ 

become more nuanced and integral in the university context. Almost every -

�W�K�L�Q�J �L�Q �W�K�H �D�F�D�G�H�P�\ �K�D�V �W�R �G�R �Z�L�W�K �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �\�H�W �W�K�H �E�O�X�• �D�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\ 

�L�P�S�D�L�U�V �L�W�� �6�L�Q�F�H �I�U�H�V�K�P�H�Q �K�D�Y�H �I�H�Z�H�U �F�D�U�G�V �W�R �G�U�D�Z �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�L�U �E�O�X�]�Q�J �L�V 

�P�R�U�H �V�H�Y�H�U�H�� �D�Q�G �U�L�V�N�L�H�U �W�R �S�X�O�O �R�•�� �%�X�W �O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J �W�R �E�O�X�•�� �K�R�Z �D�Q�G �Z�K�H�Q �W�R �S�X�W 

�R�Q �D �
�V�P�D�U�W �I�D�F�H���� �L�V �D�O�V�R �D�Q �H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q �R�I �D�W�W�D�L�Q�H�G �X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\ �P�H�P�E�H�U�V�K�L�S 

within the German context. It’s a tacit knowledge that has nothing to do with 

�W�K�H �F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W �R�I �\�R�X�U �V�W�X�G�L�H�V�� �%�U�D�Y�H �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V �W�K�D�W �K�D�Y�H �O�H�V�V �W�U�R�X�E�O�H �E�O�X�]�Q�J 

�O�H�D�U�Q�H�G �
�E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U �L�Q�V�W�H�D�G �R�I �F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W�� ���:�D�J�Q�H�U �…�ƒ�ƒ�Š�� �‰�Š���� �E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U �W�K�D�W �L�V 

part of an invisible curriculum. “The result is mutual isolation that appears as 

�D�U�U�R�J�D�Q�F�H�� ���:�D�J�Q�H�U �„�Œ�Š�†�� �‰�„����

�7�K�H �J�U�L�G�G�H�G �Y�L�G�H�R�F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H �F�O�D�V�V�U�R�R�P�V �D�V�N �I�R�U �D �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W �P�R�G�H �R�I 

perception and participation in which every articulation is mediated. 6 In an all-

�G�L�J�L�W�D�O �O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J �H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�� �H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J �V�H�H�P�V �W�R �E�H �U�H�D�G�L�O�\ �D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H �D�W �R�Q�H���V 

�4�Q�J�H�U�W�L�S�V�� �%�X�W �L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�V �D�U�H �S�D�U�D�G�R�[�L�F�D�O ���V�H�H �6�W�D�U �„�Œ�Œ�Œ�� �†�‹�‰���‹�Š���� �D�Q�G �D 

seemingly straightforward task can turn into an array of little steps that are 

�V�F�D�W�W�H�U�H�G �L�Q �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W �G�L�J�L�W�D�O �S�O�D�F�H�V �D�Q�G �Q�H�H�G �W�K�H�L�U �R�Z�Q �D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K �W�K�D�W �U�D�Q�J�H�V 

�I�U�R�P �V�H�S�D�U�D�W�H �O�R�J���L�Q�V �W�R �G�H�G�L�F�D�W�H�G �V�W�U�H�D�P�L�Q�J �Z�H�E�V�L�W�H�V�� �I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J �H�[�W�U�D �O�L�Q�N�V 

�W�K�D�W �D�F�F�R�P�P�R�G�D�W�H �D�Q �X�Q�X�V�X�D�O�O�\ �O�D�U�J�H �4�O�H�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�L�Q�J �W�K�H �G�L�J�L�W�D�O �O�L�W�H�U�D�W�X�U�H �D�Q�G 

�P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�� �Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J �H�P�D�L�O�V �D�Q�G �W�H�[�W�V �W�R �V�W�D�\ �L�Q �W�R�X�F�K �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H �W�H�D�F�K�H�U�V�� �Z�L�W�K �R�W�K�H�U 

�V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�� �H�W�F�� �7�K�H �Y�L�V�L�E�O�H �D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q �L�V �R�Q�O�\ �S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H �E�H�F�D�X�V�H �R�I �D �V�H�F�R�Q�G 

invisible layer.

�7�K�H �R�W�K�H�U �L�V �W�K�H �S�U�R�F�H�V�V �R�I �D�V�V�H�P�E�O�D�J�H�� �W�K�H �G�H�O�L�F�D�W�H�� �F�R�P�S�O�H�[ �Z�H�D�Y�L�Q�J 

�W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U �R�I �G�H�V�N�W�R�S �U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O �U�R�X�W�L�Q�H�V�� �U�X�Q�Q�L�Q�J �P�H�P�R�U�\ 

�R�I �F�R�P�S�O�L�F�D�W�H�G �W�D�V�N �T�X�H�X�H�V ���� �D�Q�G �D�O�O �P�D�Q�Q�H�U �R�I �D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q �Z�R�U�N �S�H�U-

�I�R�U�P�H�G �L�Q�Y�L�V�L�E�O�\ �E�\ �W�K�H �X�V�H�U�� ���6�W�D�U �„�Œ�Œ�Œ�� �†�‹�‰���‹�Š��

�7�K�H�V�H �L�Q�Y�L�V�L�E�O�H �W�D�V�N�V �Q�R�W �R�Q�O�\ �V�X�U�U�R�X�Q�G �W�K�H �R�Q�O�L�Q�H �F�O�D�V�V�H�V�� �W�K�H�\ �D�U�H �S�D�U�W 

�R�I �W�K�H�P �D�V �Z�H�O�O �D�Q�G �D�U�H �S�X�W �L�Q�W�R �S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �F�R�X�Q�W�O�H�V�V �F�O�L�F�N�V�� �P�X�W�L�Q�J�� 

�X�Q�P�X�W�L�Q�J�� �V�F�U�H�H�Q���V�K�D�U�L�Q�J�� �V�Z�L�W�F�K�L�Q�J �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �W�K�H �J�U�L�G���Y�L�H�Z �D�Q�G �W�K�H �V�S�H�D�N�H�U���V 

�Y�L�H�Z�� �V�H�W�W�L�Q�J �X�S �V�P�D�O�O�H�U �J�U�R�X�S�V �I�R�U �G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q�� �R�S�H�Q�L�Q�J �D�Q�G �F�O�R�V�L�Q�J �W�K�H �F�K�D�W 

�Z�L�Q�G�R�Z�� �V�Z�L�W�F�K�L�Q�J �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �S�G�I�V �D�Q�G �W�K�H �Z�L�Q�G�R�Z �R�I �W�K�H �Y�L�G�H�R�F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�� 

�&�O�L�F�N�� �F�O�L�F�N�� �F�O�L�F�N�� �F�O�L�F�N�� �F�O�L�F�N��

�$�W �D �S�K�H�Q�R�P�H�Q�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O �O�H�Y�H�O�� �Z�K�D�W �K�D�V �K�D�S�S�H�Q�H�G �L�V �W�K�D�W �W�K�H�V�H �V�O�L�J�K�W 

�L�P�S�H�G�L�P�H�Q�W�V �K�D�Y�H �E�H�F�R�P�H �P�D�J�Q�L�4�H�G �L�Q �W�K�H �5�R�Z �R�I �W�K�H �Z�R�U�N �S�U�R�F�H�V�V�� �$�Q 

��	 �
�–�Q �R�U�G�H�U �W�R �H�[�L�V�W�� �W�K�H�L�U �R�U�J�D�Q�L�F �E�R�G�L�H�V �D�U�H �K�L�G�G�H�Q �E�H�K�L�Q�G �D�Q �L�Q�G�H�4�Q�L�W�H �V�H�U�L�H�V �R�I �V�H�P�L�R��

�W�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O �P�H�G�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �D�Q �D�U�U�D�\ �R�I �F�\�E�H�U�Q�H�W�L�F �S�U�R�V�W�K�H�V�H�V �W�K�D�W �Z�R�U�N �O�L�N�H �G�L�J�L�W�D�O �P�D�V�N�V�� 

�H�P�D�L�O �D�G�G�U�H�V�V�H�V�� �)�D�F�H�E�R�R�N�� �–�Q�V�W�D�J�U�D�P�� �=�R�R�P�� �D�Q�G �6�N�\�S�H �D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�V�� �7�K�H�\ �D�U�H �Q�R�W �S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O 

�D�J�H�Q�W�V �E�X�W �U�D�W�K�H�U �W�H�O�H���S�U�R�G�X�F�H�U�V �� �� ���3�U�H�F�L�D�G�R �…�ƒ�…�ƒ����



������ Pandemic Media

�H�[�W�U�D �N�H�\�E�R�D�U�G �V�W�U�R�N�H �P�L�J�K�W �D�V �Z�H�O�O �E�H �D�Q �H�[�W�U�D �„�ƒ �S�X�V�K�X�S�V�� ���6�W�D�U �„�Œ�Œ�Œ�� 

�†�‹�‰��

The impediments that cannot be pictured form an additional barrier to 

the not-so-brave student. Membership in the digital learning environment 

�E�H�F�R�P�H�V �H�Y�H�Q �K�D�U�G�H�U �W�R �D�W�W�D�L�Q �I�R�U �V�R�P�H �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�� �W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H �W�K�H �I�H�H�O�L�Q�J �R�I 

�E�H�L�Q�J �L�Q �W�K�H �4�U�V�W �V�H�P�H�V�W�H�U �D�O�O �R�Y�H�U �D�J�D�L�Q�� �–�W �P�L�J�K�W �Q�R�W �E�H �H�Q�R�X�J�K �W�R �P�D�N�H 

�V�H�Q�V�H �R�I �H�Y�H�U�\ �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W �W�K�D�W �G�H�F�L�G�H�V �Q�R�W �W�R �V�K�R�Z �W�K�H�L�U �I�D�F�H �L�Q �D�Q �R�Q�O�L�Q�H �F�O�D�V�V�� 

but it further complicates the possible motivations or rather demotivations 

brought by the shift to online teaching. To characterize the situation as a 

�V�\�P�S�W�R�P �R�I �W�K�H �R�Y�H�U�D�O�O �D�O�L�H�Q�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �D �J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q ���V�H�H �.�L�U�F�K�P�H�L�H�U �…�ƒ�…�ƒ�� �L�V 

�P�L�V�J�X�L�G�H�G�� �V�L�Q�F�H �L�W �E�O�D�Q�N�V �R�X�W �W�K�H �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W �P�H�P�E�H�U�V�K�L�S �V�W�D�W�X�V�H�V �R�I �D�O�O �W�K�H 

people involved and overvalues the importance of the classroom in contrast 

�W�R �W�K�H �U�H�V�W �R�I �F�D�P�S�X�V �O�L�I�H�� �7�K�H �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�F�H �L�Q �S�H�U�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q �L�V �D�O�V�R �F�D�X�V�H�G �E�\ �W�K�H 
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�V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V �D �F�R�X�S�O�H �R�I �F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q �S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V�� �W�K�H �D�U�F�K�L�Y�H �S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V ���F�X�U�D�W�H�G�� 

�I�R�U �W�K�L�V �\�H�D�U���V �H�G�L�W�L�R�Q�� �E�\ �W�K�H �5�X�V�V�L�D�Q �&�<�/�$�1�' �Y�L�G�H�R �D�U�F�K�L�Y�H �D�Q�G �W�K�H �3�R�O�L�V�K 

�)�X�Q�G�D�F�M�D �$�U�W�R�Q���� �W�K�H �'�X�W�F�K �(�<�( �S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �+�H�Q�U�L �3�O�D�D�W�� �D�Q�G �W�K�H �$�X�V�W�U�L�D�Q 

�V�L�[�4�O�P�S�D�F�N �G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q �V�H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �%�H�V�L�G�H�V �W�K�L�V �F�R�P�S�X�O�V�R�U�\ �Y�L�H�Z�L�Q�J�� �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V 

�Z�H�U�H �I�U�H�H �W�R �Q�D�Y�L�J�D�W�H �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �D�O�O �W�K�H �S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V �D�Q�G �4�O�P�V �R�Q �R�•�H�U��

�+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�� �Q�R�W �D�O�O �W�K�H �S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V �R�I �W�K�H �‰�‰th �H�G�L�W�L�R�Q �R�I �.�X�U�]�4�O�P�W�D�J�H �2�E�H�U�K�D�X�V�H�Q 

�Z�H�U�H �P�D�G�H �D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H �R�Q�O�L�Q�H�� �7�K�H �F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�V �R�I �W�K�H �
�&�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O �&�L�Q�H�P�D�� �D�Q�G 

�
�/�D�E�V�� �V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �I�R�U �L�Q�V�W�D�Q�F�H�� �Z�H�U�H �Q�R�W �F�R�P�S�D�W�L�E�O�H �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H �Q�H�Z �&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ 

�O�R�F�N�G�R�Z�Q �I�R�U�P�D�W�� �G�X�H �W�R �W�K�H�L�U �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V �R�Q �D�Q�G �F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �
�O�L�Y�H�� �S�H�U�I�R�U�P-

�D�Q�F�H �D�Q�G �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �7�K�H �
�/�D�E�V�� �V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �F�X�U�D�W�H�G �E�\ �9�D�V�V�L�O�\ �%�R�X�U�L�N�D�V�� �L�V �D�O�O 

�D�E�R�X�W �W�K�H �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H �R�I �Z�D�W�F�K�L�Q�J �K�D�Q�G�P�D�G�H �S�K�R�W�R�F�K�H�P�L�F�D�O �4�O�P�V �D�V �P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O 

�D�U�W�L�I�D�F�W�V�� �D�V �4�O�P �V�W�U�L�S�V �U�X�Q�Q�L�Q�J �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �D �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�R�U�� �7�K�L�V �U�H�P�L�Q�G�V �X�V �R�I �W�K�H 

�I�D�F�W �W�K�D�W �D�Q�D�O�R�J �F�L�Q�H�P�D �K�D�V �D �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W �N�L�Q�G �R�I �W�H�P�S�R�U�D�O�L�W�\�� �G�H�S�H�Q�G�L�Q�J �R�Q 

�W�K�H �V�H�T�X�H�Q�W�L�D�O�L�W�\ �R�I �W�K�H �4�O�P �I�U�D�P�H�V�� �R�Q�F�H �G�H�4�Q�H�G �E�\ �*�D�U�U�H�W�W �6�W�H�Z�D�U�W �D�V �W�K�H 

�
�P�H�F�K�D�Q�L�F�D�O �I�U�D�P�H �W�L�P�H �R�I �W�K�H �W�U�D�F�N�� ���…�ƒ�ƒ�Š�� �„�…�Š���� �)�U�H�H�G �I�U�R�P �W�K�H �O�L�Q�H�D�U �W�U�D�Q�V-

�S�R�U�W�D�W�L�R�Q �R�I �W�K�H �F�H�O�O�X�O�R�L�G �V�W�U�L�S�� �G�L�J�L�W�D�O �F�L�Q�H�P�D �L�V �L�Q �W�K�L�V �V�H�Q�V�H �P�R�U�H �D�S�W �I�R�U�� 

�R�U �P�R�U�H �D�N�L�Q �W�R�� �R�Q�O�L�Q�H �Y�L�H�Z�L�Q�J �S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V�� �7�K�H �D�E�V�H�Q�F�H �R�I �
�/�D�E�V�� �D�W �W�K�H �‰�‰th 

�H�G�L�W�L�R�Q �R�I �.�X�U�]�4�O�P�W�D�J�H �2�E�H�U�K�D�X�V�H�Q �L�V�� �I�R�U �V�X�U�H�� �W�R �E�H �U�H�D�G �D�V �D �V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W�� �D�V �D 

�U�H�M�H�F�W�L�R�Q �R�I �F�R�Q�Y�H�U�W�L�Q�J �„�‰�P�P �4�O�P�V �L�Q�W�R �G�L�J�L�W�D�O �4�O�H�V�� �L�Q �R�U�G�H�U �W�R �V�W�D�\ �W�U�X�H �W�R �W�K�H 

�V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���V �R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O �D�L�P�� �Z�K�L�F�K �L�V�� �K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�� �Q�R�W �W�R �I�H�W�L�V�K�L�]�H �F�H�O�O�X�O�R�L�G�� �E�X�W �U�D�W�K�H�U 

�
�W�R �P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q �W�K�H �D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�L�O�L�W�\ �R�I �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W �I�R�U�P�V �R�I �F�L�Q�H�P�D�� �Q�R�W �W�R �S�U�L�Y�L�O�H�J�H �R�Q�H 

�R�Y�H�U �D�Q�R�W�K�H�U�� ���5�D�S�I�R�J�H�O �…�ƒ�„�‹����

�7�K�H �Y�D�U�L�H�W�\ �R�I �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W �I�R�U�P�V �R�I �F�L�Q�H�P�D �Z�D�V �L�Q�G�H�H�G �D�Q�Q�X�O�O�H�G�� �D�W �O�H�D�V�W 

�L�Q �P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O �W�H�U�P�V�� �E�\ �W�K�H �R�Q�O�L�Q�H �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P �W�K�D�W �S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G �H�D�F�K �4�O�P �D�V �D�Q 

�L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�O�\ �F�O�L�F�N�D�E�O�H �L�W�H�P�� �D�O�E�H�L�W �Z�L�W�K �D �S�U�H�G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�G �S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q �L�Q �D �S�U�R-

�J�U�D�P�� �9�L�H�Z�H�U�V �Z�H�U�H �Q�R�W �
�I�R�U�F�H�G�� �W�R �V�L�W �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �D�Q �H�Q�W�L�U�H �S�U�R�J�U�D�P�� �E�X�W �F�R�X�O�G 

�H�D�V�L�O�\ �M�X�P�S �I�U�R�P ���Z�L�W�K�L�Q�� �R�Q�H �K�R�U�L�]�R�Q�W�D�O �S�U�R�J�U�D�P �V�W�U�L�S �W�R �W�K�H �Q�H�[�W�� �D�V �O�R�Q�J �D�V 

�W�K�H�\ �Z�H�U�H �V�L�P�X�O�W�D�Q�H�R�X�V�O�\ �D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H �R�Q �W�K�H �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�� �'�H�F�H�S�W�L�Y�H�O�\�� �W�K�H �W�\�S�L�F�D�O 

anxiety about missing out on the gems of the festival ebbed away thanks 



������

�W�R �W�K�H �
�5�H�[�L�E�L�O�L�W�\ �R�I �L�Q�W�H�U�Q�H�W �W�L�P�H�� ���2�W�W�R �…�ƒ�„�ˆ���� �Z�K�L�F�K �X�Q�G�H�U�O�L�H�V �W�K�H �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W 

temporality of digitally streamed cinema. Viewers experienced a great sense 

�R�I �I�U�H�H�G�R�P�� �V�L�Q�F�H �W�K�H�\ �F�R�X�O�G �Q�R�W �R�Q�O�\ �L�Q�W�H�U�U�X�S�W �D�Q�G �U�H�V�W�D�U�W �W�K�H�L�U �Y�L�H�Z�L�Q�J 

�Z�K�H�Q�H�Y�H�U �W�K�H�\ �Z�D�Q�W�H�G�� �E�X�W �D�O�V�R �J�R �E�D�F�N �D�Q�G �I�R�U�W�K �L�Q �D �V�S�H�F�L�4�F �S�U�R�J�U�D�P�� 

�Z�D�W�F�K �F�H�U�W�D�L�Q �V�F�H�Q�H�V �R�U �H�Q�W�L�U�H �V�K�R�U�W �4�O�P�V �D�J�D�L�Q�� �I�U�H�H�]�H �W�K�H �L�P�D�J�H�� �H�W�F�H�W�H�U�D�� 

�7�K�L�V �5�H�[�L�E�L�O�L�W�\ �D�O�V�R �O�H�G �W�R �L�P�S�D�W�L�H�Q�F�H �D�P�R�Q�J �V�R�P�H �R�I �R�X�U �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�� �Z�K�R �I�R�X�Q�G 

�W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V �V�N�L�S�S�L�Q�J �W�K�H �P�R�U�H �
�E�R�U�L�Q�J�� �S�D�U�W�V �R�I �W�K�H �S�U�R�J�U�D�P��

�1�R�W �H�[�D�F�W�O�\ �…�‡���Š �E�X�W �U�D�W�K�H�U �‡�‹���… ���W�K�D�W �L�V�� �‡�‹���K�R�X�U �S�U�R�J�U�D�P �D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�L�O�L�W�\ �V�S�U�H�D�G 

�R�Y�H�U �W�Z�R �I�X�O�O �G�D�\�V �L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J �Q�L�J�K�W �W�L�P�H���� �W�K�H �I�H�V�W�L�Y�D�O �E�H�F�D�P�H �D �I�R�U�P �R�I �
�Q�R�Q��

�V�W�R�S �Z�R�U�N �V�L�W�H���� �Z�K�L�F�K �Z�D�V �W�R �V�R�P�H �H�[�W�H�Q�W ���D�W �O�H�D�V�W �Z�L�W�K�L�Q �W�K�H �F�R�Q�W�H�[�W �R�I �W�K�H 

strictly regulated Italian lockdown) comparable to an “always open shopping 

�P�D�O�O �R�I �L�Q�4�Q�L�W�H �F�K�R�L�F�H�V�� �W�D�V�N�V�� �V�H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �D�Q�G �G�L�J�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�V�� ���&�U�D�U�\ �…�ƒ�„�‡�� �„�Š���� �7�K�L�V 

�…�‡���Š �O�R�J�L�F �R�I �V�O�H�H�S�O�H�V�V�Q�H�V�V �K�D�G �W�R �E�H �F�R�P�E�L�Q�H�G �Z�L�W�K �V�R�P�H �I�R�U�P �R�I �
�Q�R�U�P�D�O�� 

�I�D�P�L�O�\ �O�L�I�H�� �Z�K�L�F�K �I�R�U �P�H �P�D�G�H �L�W �S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O�O�\ �T�X�L�W�H �F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�L�Q�J �D�Q�G �H�[�K�D�X�V�W�L�Q�J�� 

�Y�H�U�\ �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W �I�U�R�P �S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V �4�O�P �I�H�V�W�L�Y�D�O �Y�L�V�L�W�V�� �G�X�U�L�Q�J �Z�K�L�F�K �– �X�V�X�D�O�O�\ �S�X�W �D�O�O 

other (daily) activities on hold. Yet the simultaneous running of private and 

�S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O �
�W�L�P�H�W�D�E�O�H�V�� �D�O�V�R �K�D�G �L�W�V �F�K�D�U�P�V�� �– �H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\ �H�Q�M�R�\�H�G �V�K�D�U�L�Q�J �W�K�H 

�K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�V �R�I �W�K�H �&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���V �)�L�O�P �&�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q �S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V�� �Z�K�L�F�K �– �I�R�O�O�R�Z�H�G �R�X�W �R�I 

�L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W �I�R�U �P�\ �R�Q�J�R�L�Q�J �U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K �R�Q �F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q �D�Q�G �P�H�G�L�D�� �Z�L�W�K �P�\ �„�…���\�H�D�U���R�O�G 

�G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U �Z�K�R�V�H �J�H�Q�X�L�Q�H �U�H�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V �W�R �W�K�H �W�R�X�F�K�L�Q�J �V�K�R�U�W �4�O�P�V �– �F�R�X�O�G �P�R�U�H 

�H�D�V�L�O�\ �R�E�V�H�U�Y�H ���D�Q�G �D�Q�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H���� �D�V �L�W �Z�D�V �D �U�H�S�H�D�W�H�G �Y�L�H�Z�L�Q�J �I�R�U �P�\�V�H�O�I���� I made 

�D�Q �H�[�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q �I�R�U �W�K�H �&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���V �)�L�O�P �&�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q �†���� �Z�K�L�F�K �Z�H �Z�D�W�F�K�H�G �G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\ 

together and both loved. It was a nice surprise to discover afterwards that our 

�I�D�Y�R�U�L�W�H�� The Shoe of a Little Girl �E�\ �.�H�G�D�U �6�K�U�H�V�W�K�D�� �Z�D�V �D�Z�D�U�G�H�G��2 

�+�D�O�I�Z�D�\ �W�K�U�R�X�J�K �W�K�H �I�H�V�W�L�Y�D�O�� �Z�H �P�H�W �Z�L�W�K �W�K�H �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V �L�Q �D �Y�L�U�W�X�D�O �U�R�R�P 

in order to exchange ideas and experiences. This is how we found out that 

�R�X�U �D�V�\�Q�F�K�U�R�Q�R�X�V �Y�L�H�Z�L�Q�J�V �D�F�W�X�D�O�O�\ �O�H�G�� �D�W �O�H�D�V�W �L�Q �R�Q�H �V�S�H�F�L�4�F �F�D�V�H�� �W�R �W�K�H 

reception/consumption of altered content. For the CYLAND video archive 

�K�D�G �W�D�N�H�Q �W�K�H �G�U�D�V�W�L�F �G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q �W�R �U�H�P�R�Y�H �R�Q�H �R�I �W�K�H�L�U �4�O�P�V �R�Q �W�K�H �J�U�R�X�Q�G�V 

�R�I �U�H�F�H�Q�W �K�R�P�R�S�K�R�E�L�F �D�F�F�X�V�D�W�L�R�Q�V �D�J�D�L�Q�V�W �W�K�H �4�O�P�P�D�N�H�U�� �:�K�L�O�H �– �Z�D�V �D�E�O�H �W�R 

�Z�D�W�F�K �W�K�H �Y�L�G�H�R �D�U�W �S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H �4�O�P �L�Q �T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q��New Icarus ���„�Œ�Œ�„�� �E�\ �(�G�Z�D�U�G 

Shelganov—before the act of curatorial self-censorship took place and as 

�V�X�F�K �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�G �W�K�H �S�U�R�J�U�D�P �D�V �D �„�Œ�Œ�ƒ�V �I�U�D�P�L�Q�J �R�I �P�R�U�H �U�H�F�H�Q�W �Z�R�U�N ���4�J�� �„���� 

��	 �7�K�L�V �G�L�V�F�U�H�S�D�Q�F�\ �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q �R�X�U �Y�L�H�Z�L�Q�J �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�V �Z�D�V �W�K�H �P�R�V�W �
�H�•�H�F�W�L�Y�H�� �L�Q �U�H�V�S�H�F�W �W�R 

the Dutch short En route  �E�\ �0�D�U�L�W �:�H�H�U�K�H�L�M�P�� �Z�K�L�F�K �I�R�O�O�R�Z�V �W�Z�R �F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q �D�Q�G �W�K�H�L�U �I�D�W�K�H�U 

�R�Q �D�Q �H�D�U�O�\ �P�R�U�Q�L�Q�J �W�U�L�S �W�R �W�K�H �F�L�W�\�� �2�Q�O�\ �D�W �W�K�H �Y�H�U�\ �H�Q�G �G�R�H�V �W�K�H �Y�L�H�Z�H�U�� �W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U �Z�L�W�K 
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�R�I���F�R�X�U�V�H���L�W�V�H�O�I���D�Q���D�G�D�S�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���7�F�K�D�L�N�R�Y�V�N�\���V���„�‹�Š�Š���E�D�O�O�H�W��Swan Lake�����D���Z�R�U�N��

�F�H�Q�W�H�U�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H���W�U�R�S�H���R�I���W�K�H���G�R�S�S�H�O�J�D�Q�J�H�U���H�Y�L�O���W�Z�L�Q���W�K�D�W���L�V���I�R�X�Q�G���L�Q���Q�X�P�H�U�R�X�V��

��	 �7�K�H���J�U�R�X�S���U�H�O�H�D�V�H�G���D���V�H�U�L�H�V���R�I���D�O�E�X�P�V���L�Q���…�ƒ�„�ˆ���„�‰���F�D�O�O�H�G���
 �7�K�H���0�R�V�W���%�H�D�X�W�L�I�X�O���0�R�P�H�Q�W���L�Q��

�/�L�I�H�����W�U�L�O�R�J�\�����7�K�L�V���L�V���W�K�H���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���W�U�D�Q�V�O�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���L�G�L�R�P��HwaYangYeonHwa, �W�K�H���.�R�U�H�D�Q��

version of ,<�•�º,ù �����Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���D�O�V�R���W�K�H���&�K�L�Q�H�V�H���W�L�W�O�H���R�I���:�R�Q�J���.�D�U���:�D�L���V��In the Mood for Love 

���…�ƒ�ƒ�ƒ����
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�Z�R�U�N�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���U�R�P�D�Q�W�L�F���S�H�U�L�R�G�����D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���6�)�����I�D�Q�W�D�V�\�����D�Q�G���S�V�\�F�K�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O��

�W�K�U�L�O�O�H�U���J�H�Q�U�H�V���L�Q���+�R�O�O�\�Z�R�R�G���D�Q�G���D�E�U�R�D�G��2���$�U�R�Q�R�I�V�N�\���L�V���N�Q�R�Z�Q���W�R���E�H���D���I�D�Q���R�I��

�W�K�H���Y�L�U�W�X�R�V�L�F���-�D�S�D�Q�H�V�H���D�Q�L�P�D�W�R�U�����.�R�Q���6�D�W�R�V�K�L�����D���I�H�O�O�R�Z���G�R�S�S�H�O�J�D�Q�J�H�U���R�E�V�H�V�V�H�G��

�D�X�W�H�X�U�����D�Q�G���%�7�6���V���%�O�D�F�N���6�Z�D�Q���D�O�V�R���S�R�U�W�V���Z�R�U�N�V���O�L�N�H���.�R�Q���V��Perfect Blue and 

Paprika, �D�O�R�Q�J�V�L�G�H���$�U�R�Q�R�I�V�N�\���V���4�O�P��3���7�K�H���J�U�R�X�S���V���R�]�F�L�D�O���P�X�V�L�F���Y�L�G�H�R���I�R�U���W�K�H��

�V�L�Q�J�O�H���Z�D�V���4�O�P�H�G���D�W���W�K�H���/�R�V���$�Q�J�H�O�H�V���7�K�H�D�W�H�U�����W�K�H���D�U�W���G�H�F�R���P�R�Y�L�H���K�R�X�V�H���W�K�D�W��

�Z�D�V���W�K�H���O�D�V�W���W�R���E�H���E�X�L�O�W���L�Q���W�K�H���F�L�W�\���V���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���G�R�Z�Q�W�R�Z�Q���L�Q���„�Œ�†�ƒ�����E�H�I�R�U�H���W�K�H��

�F�H�Q�W�H�U���R�I���4�O�P���H�[�K�L�E�L�W�L�R�Q���P�R�Y�H�G���W�R���+�R�O�O�\�Z�R�R�G���%�R�X�O�H�Y�D�U�G�����&�O�R�V�H�G���D�V���D���V�F�U�H�H�Q�L�Q�J��

�Y�H�Q�X�H���V�L�Q�F�H���W�K�H���P�L�G���„�Œ�Œ�ƒ�V�����W�K�H���/�R�V���$�Q�J�H�O�H�V���7�K�H�D�W�H�U���Q�R�Z���R�Q�O�\���R�S�H�Q�V���L�W�V���G�R�R�U�V��

�D�V���D���4�O�P�L�Q�J���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���H�Y�H�Q�W���U�H�Q�W�D�O���V�S�D�F�H�����V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J���D�V���D���G�U�D�P�D�W�L�F��

�V�H�W�W�L�Q�J���I�R�U���%�7�6���V���W�K�H�D�W�U�L�F�D�O���F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�����Z�K�L�O�H���V�L�J�Q�D�O�L�Q�J���W�K�H���O�D�\�H�U�H�G���V�L�J�Q�L�4�F�D�Q�F�H���R�I��

�L�Q�W�H�U���P�H�G�L�D�W�L�R�Q�����+�R�O�O�\�Z�R�R�G���V���G�L�V�S�O�D�F�H�P�H�Q�W�����D�Q�G���F�L�Q�H�P�D���V���I�D�G�L�Q�J���J�O�R�U�\��

�<�H�W�����L�I���%�O�D�F�N���6�Z�D�Q���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�V���D�Q���H�O�H�J�L�D�F���L�P�D�J�H���R�I���F�L�Q�H�P�D�����D�V���G�H�4�Q�H�G���E�\���Q�R�V��

�W�D�O�J�L�D���I�R�U���2�O�G���+�R�O�O�\�Z�R�R�G���J�O�D�P�R�X�U���D�Q�G���L�W�V���K�L�J�K���P�R�G�H�U�Q�L�V�W�����V�S�O�L�W���S�V�\�F�K�H�����W�K�H��

�P�X�V�L�F���Y�L�G�H�R���
�'�D�H�F�K�Z�L�W�D�����U�H�O�H�D�V�H�G���D�V���D���V�R�O�R���Y�H�Q�W�X�U�H���E�\���%�7�6���P�H�P�E�H�U���6�X�J�D�����0�L�Q��

�<�R�R�Q���N�L�����L�Q���0�D�\�����…�ƒ�…�ƒ���D�I�W�H�U���P�R�Q�W�K�V���R�I���&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���M�X�V�W���W�K�U�H�H���G�D�\�V��

�E�H�I�R�U�H���*�H�R�U�J�H���)�O�R�\�G���V���P�X�U�G�H�U�����D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�G���D�Q���D�O�W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W���D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K��

�W�R���F�L�Q�H�P�D�����K�L�V�W�R�U�\�����D�Q�G���L�G�H�Q�W�L�W�\�����'�D�H�F�K�Z�L�W�D���O�R�R�N�V���W�R���6�R�X�W�K���.�R�U�H�D�Q���F�L�Q�H�P�D���I�R�U��

�L�Q�V�S�L�U�D�W�L�R�Q�����H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���L�W�V���I�D�E�U�L�F�D�W�H�G���V�F�H�Q�H�V���R�I���.�R�U�H�D�Q���K�L�V�W�R�U�\�����Z�K�L�F�K���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q��

�Z�R�U�N�H�G���D�Q�G���U�H�Z�R�U�N�H�G���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���4�O�P���D�Q�G���7�9���J�H�Q�U�H���R�I��sageuk, or Choseon 

�S�H�U�L�R�G���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O���G�U�D�P�D��4���6�H�W���L�Q���W�K�H���&�K�R�V�H�R�Q���H�U�D�����'�D�H�F�K�Z�L�W�D���L�V���Q�D�P�H�G���D�I�W�H�U��

�W�K�H���K�L�J�K�O�\���F�R�G�L�4�H�G�����F�H�U�H�P�R�Q�L�D�O���P�X�V�L�F�D�O���D�F�F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�P�H�Q�W�����W�K�H���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�V���L�Q��

�W�K�H���Z�R�U�G���'�D�H�F�K�Z�L�W�D���D�U�H���
�'�D�H�����O�D�U�J�H�����J�U�D�Q�G�����J�U�H�D�W�����
�&�K�Z�L�����W�R���E�O�R�Z�����D���K�R�U�Q��

�R�U���Z�L�Q�G���L�Q�V�W�U�X�P�H�Q�W�������
�7�D�����W�R���K�L�W�����D���G�U�X�P�������W�R���W�K�H���&�K�R�V�H�R�Q���N�L�Q�J���V���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q����

�7�K�H���V�W�R�U�\���W�R�O�G���E�\���W�K�H���Y�L�G�H�R���L�V���D�G�D�S�W�H�G���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���…�ƒ�„�…���.�R�U�H�D�Q���4�O�P��Masquerade 

���G�L�U�����&�K�R�R���&�K�D�Q�J���P�L�Q�������D�O�V�R���N�Q�R�Z�Q���E�\���L�W�V���.�R�U�H�D�Q���W�L�W�O�H��Gwanghae: The Man 

�Z�K�R���%�H�F�D�P�H���.�L�Q�J�����&�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�Q�J���D���G�R�S�S�H�O�J�D�Q�J�H�U���V�W�R�U�\���R�Q���W�K�H���V�F�D�•�R�O�G�L�Q�J���R�I��

�W�K�H���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W���R�I���*�Z�D�Q�J�K�D�H�����W�K�H���4�I�W�H�H�Q�W�K���U�X�O�H�U���L�Q���W�K�H���O�R�Q�J���&�K�R�V�H�R�Q��

�'�\�Q�D�V�W�\����Masquerade���V�X�J�J�H�V�W�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���F�U�X�H�O���D�Q�G���S�D�U�D�Q�R�L�G���.�L�Q�J���*�Z�D�Q�J�K�D�H��

��	 �)�R�U���D�Q���L�Q�F�L�V�L�Y�H���D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V���R�I���W�K�H���G�R�S�S�H�O�J�D�Q�J�H�U���D�V���D���K�D�O�O�P�D�U�N���R�I���-�D�S�D�Q�H�V�H���4�O�P���D�Q�G���O�L�W��

�H�U�D�W�X�U�H�����I�U�R�P���W�K�H���S�H�U�L�R�G���R�I���L�Q�W�H�U�Z�D�U���P�R�G�H�U�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�����V�H�H���3�R�V�D�G�D�V��

�…�ƒ�„�‹��

��	 �)�D�Q�V���R�I���%�7�6���D�U�H���V�N�L�O�O�H�G���F�O�R�V�H���U�H�D�G�H�U�V���D�Q�G���G�H�W�H�F�W�L�Y�H�V�����D�Q�G���R�I�W�H�Q���V�K�D�U�H���W�K�H�L�U���D�Q�D�O�\�V�H�V��

�R�I���W�K�H���J�U�R�X�S���V���Z�R�U�N���L�Q���D�U�W�L�F�O�H�V���V�X�F�K���D�V���1�D�N�H�L�V�K�D���&�D�P�S�E�H�O�O���V���
�$�O�O���W�K�H���'�H�W�D�L�O�V���<�R�X���1�H�H�G��

�W�R���.�Q�R�Z���$�E�R�X�W���%�7�6�������%�O�D�F�N���6�Z�D�Q�����0�X�V�L�F���9�L�G�H�R�������Z�K�L�F�K���4�Q�G�V���W�K�H���Y�L�V�X�D�O���P�D�W�F�K�H�V���I�U�R�P��

�$�U�R�Q�R�I�V�N�\���V��Black Swan�����…�ƒ�„�ƒ�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���J�U�R�X�S���V���P�X�V�L�F���Y�L�G�H�R�����K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���G�L�V�W�U�D�F�W�L�I �\��

�F�R�P���S���Z�K�H�U�H���Z�D�V���E�W�V���E�O�D�F�N���V�Z�D�Q���4�O�P�H�G�����$�F�F�H�V�V�H�G���-�X�Q�H���„�‰�����…�ƒ�…�ƒ��

4	 The Choseon�����D�O�V�R���U�R�P�D�Q�L�]�H�G���D�V��Joseon or Choson�����S�H�U�L�R�G���U�H�I�H�U�V���W�R���W�K�H���H�U�D���L�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���W�K�H��

�.�R�U�H�D�Q���S�H�Q�L�Q�V�X�O�D���Z�D�V���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�H�G���D�V���D���G�\�Q�D�V�W�L�F���N�L�Q�J�G�R�P���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���&�K�R�V�H�R�Q���'�\�Q�D�V�W�\���I�U�R�P��

�„�†�Œ�…���W�R���„�‹�Œ�Š�����7�K�H���F�X�O�W�X�U�H���R�I���W�K�H���&�K�R�V�H�R�Q���S�H�U�L�R�G���L�V���Z�L�G�H�O�\���D�F�F�H�S�W�H�G���W�R�G�D�\���D�V���V�\�Q�R�Q�\��

�P�R�X�V���Z�L�W�K���.�R�U�H�D�Q���W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�X�O�W�X�U�H���D�Q�G���K�L�V�W�R�U�\�����W�K�H���O�D�W�W�H�U���R�Z�H�V���L�Q���O�D�U�J�H���S�D�U�W���W�R���W�K�H��

�P�H�W�L�F�X�O�R�X�V���F�R�X�U�W���U�H�F�R�U�G�V���W�K�D�W���Z�H�U�H���N�H�S�W���L�Q���D�O�P�R�V�W���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�R�X�V���G�D�L�O�\���O�R�J�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W��

�W�K�H���G�\�Q�D�V�W�\�����0�R�V�W���S�H�U�L�R�G���G�U�D�P�D�V���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O���4�J�X�U�H�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H�V�H���F�R�X�U�W���F�K�U�R�Q��

�L�F�O�H�V�����W�K�R�X�J�K���D���J�H�Q�U�H���R�I���
�I�X�V�L�R�Q��saguk�����K�D�V���H�P�H�U�J�H�G���V�L�Q�F�H���W�K�H���P�L�G���…�ƒ�ƒ�ƒ�V�����Z�K�L�F�K���I�X�V�H�V��

�H�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V���R�I��sageuk���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O���G�U�D�P�D���Z�L�W�K���4�F�W�L�R�Q�D�O���H�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V����
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�X�V�H�G���D���F�R�P�P�R�Q�H�U���G�R�X�E�O�H���L�Q���K�L�V���R�]�F�L�D�O���D�S�S�H�D�U�D�Q�F�H�V�����I�R�U���I�H�D�U���R�I���D�V�V�D�V�V�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q����

Masquerade���Z�D�V���D���P�D�M�R�U���E�R�[���R�]�F�H���K�L�W���L�Q���6�R�X�W�K���.�R�U�H�D���W�K�D�W���V�Z�H�S�W���W�K�H���*�U�D�Q�G��

�%�H�O�O���$�Z�D�U�G�V�����6�R�X�W�K���.�R�U�H�D���V���H�T�X�L�Y�D�O�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���2�V�F�D�U�V�����*�L�Y�H�Q���W�K�H���V�L�J�Q�D�O���E�R�R�V�W��

�J�D�U�Q�H�U�H�G���E�\���6�R�X�W�K���.�R�U�H�D�Q���F�L�Q�H�P�D���Z�K�H�Q���%�R�Q�J���-�R�R�Q���K�R���V��Parasite won Holly ��

�Z�R�R�G���V���J�U�H�D�W�H�V�W���D�F�F�R�O�D�G�H���H�D�U�O�L�H�U���L�Q���…�ƒ�…�ƒ���W�K�H���$�F�D�G�H�P�\���$�Z�D�U�G���I�R�U���%�H�V�W��

�3�L�F�W�X�U�H���L�W���L�V���Q�R�Z���F�O�H�D�U���W�K�D�W���8���6�����F�X�O�W�X�U�H���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�H�V���H�\�H���6�R�X�W�K���.�R�U�H�D�����M�X�V�W���D�V��

�.���S�R�S���V���G�R�X�E�O�H���Y�L�V�L�R�Q�V���F�H�Q�W�H�U���+�R�O�O�\�Z�R�R�G���D�Q�G���W�K�H���8�6���P�D�U�N�H�W��5���(�P�E�H�G�G�H�G���L�Q��

Masquerade’s���W�K�R�U�R�X�J�K�O�\���F�R�P�P�H�U�F�L�D�O�L�]�H�G���U�H�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�L�V�W���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���L�V���D���W�H�Q�V�H���F�R�Q��

�W�U�D�G�L�F�W�L�R�Q���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H���G�H�V�L�U�H���W�R���S�O�D�F�H���S�R�S�X�O�L�V�P���D�W���W�K�H���F�R�U�H���R�I���.�R�U�H�D�Q���F�X�O�W�X�U�H��
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��	 �2�Q���-�X�Q�H���„�…���D�Q�G���…�ƒ�����„�Œ�‹�„�����4�X�«�E�H�F���P�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U���I�R�U���5�H�F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q�����+�X�Q�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���)�L�V�K�L�Q�J���/�X�F�L�H�Q��
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argues that Blood Quantum ���V���E�D�V�L�V���L�Q���–�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���W�K�R�X�J�K�W�����U�H�G�H�S�O�R�\�P�H�Q�W��
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Traylor in Blood Quantum �����G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�V���W�K�H���F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O���V�H�W�W�O�H�U���V�W�D�W�H���D�V���
�D�Q�R�W�K�H�U��

�N�L�Q�G���R�I���D�S�R�F�D�O�\�S�V�H�������Q�R�W�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���
�K�L�V���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���N�Q�R�Z�V���R�Q�O�\���W�R�R���Z�H�O�O���Z�K�D�W���L�W��

�I�H�H�O�V���O�L�N�H���W�R���4�J�K�W���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���D�Q�Q�L�K�L�O�D�W�L�R�Q�������(�O�O�H���0�£�L�M�£���7�D�L�O�I�H�D�W�K�H�U�V�����Z�K�R���S�O�D�\�V���-�R�V�V����

�F�R�Q�F�X�U�V���Z�L�W�K���*�U�H�\�H�\�H�V�����–�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���S�H�R�S�O�H���O�L�Y�H���Z�L�W�K���
�W�K�H�b�G�D�L�O�\���U�H�D�O�L�W�\���R�I���V�W�D�W�H��

�V�D�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�H�G���V�\�V�W�H�P�L�F���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H�������V�K�H���H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�V�����
�]�R�P�E�L�H���D�S�R�F�D�O�\�S�V�H���R�U���Q�R�W�����R�X�U��

�U�H�D�O�L�W�L�H�V���Z�R�X�O�G�Q���W���E�H���D�O�O���W�K�D�W���G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W�������:�R�Q�J���…�ƒ�„�Œ�������$�Q�G�����D�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���V�R�P�H���F�U�L�W�L�F�V��

�I�D�L�O���W�R���F�R�P�S�U�H�K�H�Q�G���W�K�H���4�O�P���V���G�L�D�O�R�J�X�H���D�Q�G���D�F�W�L�Q�J���F�K�R�L�F�H�V�����(�K�U�O�L�F�K���…�ƒ�…�ƒ�����+�H�U�W�]��

�…�ƒ�…�ƒ�����7�D�O�O�H�U�L�F�R���…�ƒ�…�ƒ�������R�W�K�H�U�V���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H���W�K�H���D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�H�Q�H�V�V���R�I���–�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V��

�D�F�W�R�U�V�����S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H�V�����D�F�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�L�Q�J�����I�R�U���H�[�D�P�S�O�H�����W�K�D�W���7�U�D�\�O�R�U���V���I�D�W�K�H�U��

�*�L�V�L�J�X�����6�W�R�Q�H�K�R�U�V�H���/�R�Q�H���*�R�H�P�D�Q�����U�H�D�F�W�V���W�R���H�Y�H�Q�W�V���L�Q���D���P�D�Q�Q�H�U���W�K�D�W���L�V���V�X�L�W��

�D�E�O�\���K�R�U�U�L�4�H�G�����\�H�W���F�R�P�S�R�V�H�G�����H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H���W�K�D�W���W�K�L�V���H�O�G�H�U���K�D�V���
�V�H�H�Q���D�Q�G���V�X�U�Y�L�Y�H�G��

�S�O�H�Q�W�\���E�H�I�R�U�H���]�R�P�E�L�H�V�������<�D�P�D�W�R���…�ƒ�…�ƒ�������4�J�����„�������$�V���*�U�H�\�H�\�H�V���V�X�P�P�D�U�L�]�H�V�����
�:�H���U�H��

�V�X�U�Y�L�Y�R�U�V�����:�H���W�R�W�D�O�O�\���J�H�W���L�W���������:�K�R���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���W�K�H���E�H�V�W���V�X�U�Y�L�Y�R�U���L�Q���D�Q���D�F�W�X�D�O��

�D�S�R�F�D�O�\�S�V�H�"���8�V�������:�R�Q�J���…�ƒ�„�Œ������

�>�)�L�J�X�U�H���‚�@���*�L�V�L�J�X�����6�W�R�Q�H�K�R�U�V�H���/�R�Q�H���*�R�H�P�D�Q�������F�R�P�S�R�V�H�G���D�V���K�H���S�U�H�S�D�U�H�V���W�R���G�H�I�H�Q�G���W�K�H���O�D�Q�G��

�D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���Z�K�L�W�H���]�R�P�E�L�H�V�����%�O�R�R�G���4�X�D�Q�W�X�P���������‚���������-�H�•���%�D�U�Q�D�E�\����

�7�K�H�V�H���Y�L�H�Z�V���V�S�H�D�N���W�R���W�K�H���Q�R�W�L�R�Q���R�I���
�H�S�L�V�W�H�P�L�F���S�U�L�Y�L�O�H�J�H�������Z�K�L�F�K�����F�R�Q�W�U�D�U�\���W�R��

�H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F�����V�R�F�L�D�O�����D�Q�G���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���S�U�L�Y�L�O�H�J�H�����W�U�D�Q�V�S�L�U�H�V���D�V���W�K�H���S�R�V�V�H�V�V�L�R�Q���R�I���D���G�H�H�S��

�X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�I���V�\�V�W�H�P�L�F���L�Q�H�T�X�D�O�L�W�L�H�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���R�Q�H���V���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O���G�L�V�D�G�Y�D�Q�W�D�J�H�V��

�D�Q�G���W�K�H���O�L�Y�H�G���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���R�I���G�L�V�F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�����7�K�H���F�R�Q�F�H�S�W���R�I���H�S�L�V�W�H�P�L�F���S�U�L�Y�L�O�H�J�H��

�Z�D�V���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G���P�R�V�W���Q�R�W�D�E�O�\���E�\���I�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W���V�W�D�Q�G�S�R�L�Q�W���W�K�H�R�U�L�V�W�V���D�Q�G���D�S�S�O�L�H�V���W�R��
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�D�Q�\���P�D�U�J�L�Q�D�O�L�]�H�G���J�U�R�X�S�����6�W�D�U�W�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���E�D�V�L�V���W�K�D�W���N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���L�V���V�R�F�L�D�O�O�\��

�V�L�W�X�D�W�H�G�����L�W���S�R�V�L�W�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���O�L�Y�H�G���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�V���R�I���P�D�U�J�L�Q�D�O�L�]�H�G���J�U�R�X�S�V���H�Q�D�E�O�H��

�W�K�H�P���W�R���G�L�V�F�H�U�Q���W�K�H���G�H�H�S���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�D�O���S�D�W�W�H�U�Q�V���R�I���V�\�V�W�H�P�V���W�K�D�W���R�S�S�U�H�V�V���W�K�H�P����

�Z�K�L�F�K���W�H�Q�G���W�R���U�H�P�D�L�Q���L�Q�Y�L�V�L�E�O�H���W�R���W�K�R�V�H���L�Q���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���V�R�F�L�D�O�����S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O�����D�Q�G���H�F�R��

�Q�R�P�L�F���S�U�L�Y�L�O�H�J�H�����7�K�X�V�����D�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���6�D�Q�G�U�D���+�D�U�G�L�Q�J�����
�V�W�D�Q�G�S�R�L�Q�W���W�K�H�R�U�L�H�V���P�D�S��

�K�R�Z���D���V�R�F�L�D�O���R�U���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���G�L�V�D�G�Y�D�Q�W�D�J�H���F�D�Q���E�H���W�X�U�Q�H�G���L�Q�W�R���D�Q���H�S�L�V�W�H�P�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O����

�V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�4�F�����D�Q�G���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���D�G�Y�D�Q�W�D�J�H�������…�ƒ�ƒ�‡�����Š���‹������Blood Quantum���F�R�P�E�L�Q�H�V���W�K�L�V��

�L�G�H�D���Z�L�W�K���D�Q���L�Q�Q�R�Y�D�W�L�Y�H���W�D�N�H���R�Q���W�K�H���]�R�P�E�L�H���P�R�Y�L�H���W�K�D�W���O�L�Q�N�V���L�W���W�R���D�Q�D�O�R�J�R�X�V��

�%�O�D�F�N���V�W�U�X�J�J�O�H�V�����–�Q�G�H�H�G�����W�K�H���4�O�P���U�H�F�R�O�O�H�F�W�V���D�Q�G���E�X�L�O�G�V���R�Q���W�K�H���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�I�X�O��

�Q�H�V�V���D�W�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�G���W�R���%�H�Q�����'�X�D�Q�H���-�R�Q�H�V�������W�K�H���%�O�D�F�N���K�H�U�R���R�I���*�H�R�U�J�H���$�����5�R�P�H�U�R���V��

�F�O�D�V�V�L�F��Night of The Living Dead�����„�Œ�‰�‹�������/�L�N�H���K�L�V���–�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���F�R�X�Q�W�H�U�S�D�U�W�V���L�Q��Blood 

Quantum�����%�H�Q���S�U�R�Y�H�V���E�H�W�W�H�U���H�T�X�L�S�S�H�G���W�K�D�Q���Z�K�L�W�H���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�V���W�R���Z�L�W�K�V�W�D�Q�G��

�W�K�H���]�R�P�E�L�H���D�S�R�F�D�O�\�S�V�H�����K�D�Y�L�Q�J���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O�O�\���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�G���W�K�H���O�H�J�D�F�\���R�I���V�O�D�Y�H�U�\��

���4�J�����…�������/�L�N�H�Z�L�V�H�����L�Q���%�D�U�Q�D�E�\���V���R�Z�Q���D�O�O�H�J�R�U�\�����–�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�V���K�D�Y�H���G�H�Y�H�O��

�R�S�H�G���D���S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O���L�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���W�R���W�K�H���F�R�Q�W�D�J�L�R�Q�����S�U�H�V�X�P�D�E�O�\���G�X�H���W�R���W�K�H�L�U���S�U�L�R�U��

�H�[�S�R�V�X�U�H���W�R���F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O�L�V�P���D�Q�G���L�W�V���R�Q�J�R�L�Q�J���L�W�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����1�R���%�O�D�F�N���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�V���D�S�S�H�D�U��

in Blood Quantum�����M�X�V�W���D�V���Q�R���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�V���I�U�R�P���R�W�K�H�U���Q�R�Q���Z�K�L�W�H���J�U�R�X�S�V���D�S�S�H�D�U��

in Night of the Living Dead�����<�H�W�����5�R�P�H�U�R���V���4�O�P���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���F�R�P�S�H�O�O�L�Q�J�O�\���U�H�D�G���D�V��

�D���F�U�L�W�L�T�X�H���R�I���R�W�K�H�U���I�R�U�P�V���R�I���R�S�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���L�P�S�H�U�L�D�O�L�V�P���G�X�H���W�R���W�K�H���V�R�F�L�R��

�S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���F�R�Q�W�H�[�W���R�I���L�W�V���U�H�O�H�D�V�H�����W�K�H���V�D�P�H���\�H�D�U���D�V���W�K�H���7�H�W���R�•�H�Q�V�L�Y�H���L�Q���9�L�H�W�Q�D�P����

�D�Q�G���R�I���W�K�H���D�V�V�D�V�V�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���0�D�U�W�L�Q���/�X�W�K�H�U���.�L�Q�J���-�U�����D�Q�G���5�R�E�H�U�W���.�H�Q�Q�H�G�\�������D�Q�G��

�D�O�V�R���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�U�F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�H�G�Q�H�V�V���R�I���F�O�D�V�V���D�Q�G���H�W�K�Q�L�F���F�R�Q�5�L�F�W�V���L�P�S�O�L�H�G��

�E�\���W�K�H���4�O�P�����D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���D�Q���
�D�E�V�H�Q�W���S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H�����R�I���R�W�K�H�U���R�S�S�U�H�V�V�H�G���S�H�R�S�O�H�V���L�Q���L�W�V��

�Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H���D�Q�G���D�H�V�W�K�H�W�L�F�V�����+�L�J�D�V�K�L���„�Œ�Œ�ƒ�������%�\���H�[�W�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�����W�K�H���D�E�V�H�Q�F�H���R�I���Q�R�Q��

�–�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V�����Q�R�Q���Z�K�L�W�H���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�V���L�Q��Blood Quantum���U�H�F�L�S�U�R�F�D�W�H�V���5�R�P�H�U�R���V���I�D�U��

�U�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J���F�R�Q�G�H�P�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���Z�K�L�W�H���V�X�S�U�H�P�D�F�\�����7�K�X�V����Blood Quantum���V���L�P�S�O�L�F�L�W��

�U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���W�R���L�W�V���O�H�J�H�Q�G�D�U�\���S�U�H�F�X�U�V�R�U���V�X�J�J�H�V�W�V���F�R���U�H�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���(�X�U�R�S�H�D�Q��

�F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O�L�V�P���P�D�Q�L�I�H�V�W�H�G���D�V���K�R�U�G�H�V���R�I���U�D�Y�H�Q�R�X�V���Z�K�L�W�H���]�R�P�E�L�H�V��

�>�)�L�J�X�U�H�����@���%�H�Q�����'�X�D�Q�H���-�R�Q�H�V�������E�H�W�W�H�U���H�T�X�L�S�S�H�G���W�K�D�Q���Z�K�L�W�H���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�V���W�R���Z�L�W�K�V�W�D�Q�G���W�K�H���]�R�P�E�L�H��

�D�S�R�F�D�O�\�S�V�H����Night of the Living Dead�����‚�������������*�H�R�U�J�H���$�����5�R�P�H�U�R������
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�–�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���5�H�F�L�S�U�R�F�L�W�\

�(�X�U�R�F�H�Q�W�U�L�V�P���S�R�V�L�W�V���Z�H�V�W�H�U�Q���N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���D�V���L�Q�K�H�U�H�Q�W�O�\���V�X�S�H�U�L�R�U�����R�E�V�F�X�U�H�V��

�L�W�V���R�Z�Q���F�R�Q�W�U�D�G�L�F�W�L�R�Q�V�����D�Q�G���H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�V���L�Q�W�U�L�Q�V�L�F�D�O�O�\���G�H�K�X�P�D�Q�L�]�L�Q�J���D�W�W�L�W�X�G�H�V��

�W�K�D�W���S�U�H�F�O�X�G�H���U�H�F�L�S�U�R�F�L�W�\�����6�K�R�K�D�W���D�Q�G���6�W�D�P���„�Œ�Œ�‰�����„���†�������–�W�V���O�L�P�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���S�U�R�Y�H��

�Q�R�W���R�Q�O�\���G�H�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�Y�H���W�R���W�K�R�V�H���L�W���R�S�S�U�H�V�V�H�V�����E�X�W���D�O�V�R���W�R���L�W�V�H�O�I�����–�Q���F�R�Q�W�U�D�V�W����

�P�D�Q�\���–�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���W�K�L�Q�N�H�U�V���Y�D�O�X�H���U�H�F�L�S�U�R�F�L�W�\���I�R�U���V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H���O�L�I�H�����–�Q��Red Skins, 

White Masks�����&�R�X�O�W�K�D�U�G���G�U�D�Z�V���R�Q���D�Q�W�L�F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O���W�K�L�Q�N�H�U���)�U�D�Q�W�]���)�D�Q�R�Q���D�Q�G��

�D�G�D�S�W�V���0�D�U�[�L�V�W���W�K�H�R�U�\�����U�H�Q�G�H�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���O�D�W�W�H�U���F�R�P�S�D�W�L�E�O�H���Z�L�W�K���F�R�U�H���–�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V��

�S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H�V�����7�K�H�V�H���H�Q�U�L�F�K�L�Q�J���H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H�V���P�L�U�U�R�U���%�D�U�Q�D�E�\���V���J�H�Q�U�H���L�Q�Q�R�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�V����

�%�R�W�K��Blood Quantum and Night of the Living Dead���G�H�S�L�F�W���W�K�H���Z�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���-�H�D�Q���3�D�X�O��

�6�D�U�W�U�H���G�L�U�H�F�W�V���W�R���(�X�U�R�S�H�D�Q�V���L�Q���K�L�V���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���W�R���)�D�Q�R�Q���V��The Wretched of the 

Earth�����
�–�Q���W�K�H�V�H���V�K�D�G�R�Z�V���I�U�R�P���Z�K�H�Q�F�H���D���Q�H�Z���G�D�Z�Q���Z�L�O�O���E�U�H�D�N�����L�W���L�V���\�R�X���Z�K�R��

�D�U�H���W�K�H���]�R�P�E�L�H�V�������„�Œ�‰�†�����„�†�������6�D�U�W�U�H���Z�U�L�W�H�V�����%�X�W��Blood Quantum �H�Q�K�D�Q�F�H�V���W�K�H 

�S�R�U�W�U�D�\�D�O���R�I�����V�H�O�I�����G�H�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�Y�H���D�Q�G�����V�H�O�I�����G�H�K�X�P�D�Q�L�]�L�Q�J���F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O�L�V�P�����6�K�L�I�W�L�Q�J��

�W�K�H���H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V���R�I���0�D�U�[�L�V�P�����&�R�X�O�W�K�D�U�G���V�S�H�F�L�4�H�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���V�H�W�W�O�H�U���V�W�D�W�H���S�U�L�P�D�U�L�O�\��

�W�D�U�J�H�W�V���–�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���O�D�Q�G���R�Y�H�U���–�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���O�D�E�R�U�����D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���–�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���V�W�U�X�J�J�O�H�V��

�D�U�H���
�Q�R�W���R�Q�O�\��for �O�D�Q�G���L�Q���D���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O���V�H�Q�V�H�����E�X�W���D�O�V�R���G�H�H�S�O�\��informed by what 

the land as a system of reciprocal relations and obligations���F�D�Q���W�H�D�F�K���X�V���D�E�R�X�W��

�O�L�Y�L�Q�J���R�X�U���O�L�Y�H�V���L�Q���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���R�Q�H���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���D�Q�G���W�K�H���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���Z�R�U�O�G���L�Q���Q�R�Q�G�R�P�L��

�Q�D�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���Q�R�Q�H�[�S�O�R�L�W�D�W�L�Y�H���W�H�U�P�V�������…�ƒ�„�‡�����„�†������Blood Quantum���G�U�D�P�D�W�L�]�H�V���W�K�L�V��

�F�R�Q�5�L�F�W���D�V���Z�K�L�W�H���V�X�U�Y�L�Y�R�U�V���F�R�Y�H�W���U�H�V�H�U�Y�H���V�S�D�F�H���D�E�R�Y�H���W�K�H���E�R�G�L�O�\���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q��

�D�•�R�U�G�H�G���E�\���W�K�H�L�U���0�L���N�P�D�Z���K�R�V�W�V�����6�X�U�Y�L�Y�R�U�V���K�L�G�H���W�K�H���W�U�X�W�K���W�R���H�Q�W�H�U���W�K�H���U�H�V�H�U�Y�H��

�D�V���D�Q���H�P�H�U�J�H�Q�F�\���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�����Q�R�W���D�V���D�Q���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���W�R���I�X�Q�G�D�P�H�Q�W�D�O�O�\���U�H�G�H�4�Q�H��

�W�K�H�L�U���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S���W�R���W�K�H���O�D�Q�G���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U�V�����7�K�L�V���H�S�L�W�R�P�L�]�H�V���W�K�H���Z�H�V�W���V���S�H�U�V�L�V�W�H�Q�W��

�X�Q�Z�L�O�O�L�Q�J�Q�H�V�V���W�R���G�L�V�F�H�U�Q���D�Q�G���J�H�Q�X�L�Q�H�O�\���W�D�F�N�O�H���W�K�H���U�R�R�W���F�D�X�V�H���R�I���J�O�R�E�D�O���F�U�L�V�H�V����

�–�Q�G�H�H�G�����Z�K�L�W�H���V�X�U�Y�L�Y�R�U�V���D�Q�G���V�R�P�H���0�L���N�P�D�T�����O�L�N�H���7�U�D�\�O�R�U���V���R�O�G�H�V�W���V�R�Q���/�\�V�R�O��

���.�L�R�Z�D���*�R�U�G�R�Q�������U�H�S�O�L�F�D�W�H���W�K�H���E�U�X�W�D�O�L�W�\���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O���V�\�V�W�H�P�����D�Q�G���H�Q�G���X�S��

�S�R�O�O�X�W�L�Q�J���–�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���W�H�U�U�L�W�R�U�\���D�V���D���O�D�V�W���Y�L�D�E�O�H���U�H�I�X�J�H�����4�J�����†������
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�>�)�L�J�X�U�H�����@���/�\�V�R�O���V�����.�L�R�Z�D���*�R�U�G�R�Q�����D�Q�J�H�U�����W�K�R�X�J�K���Z�D�U�U�D�Q�W�H�G�����F�R�P�H�V���W�R���U�H�S�O�L�F�D�W�H���F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O���E�U�X�W�D�O�L�W�\��

��Blood Quantum���������‚���������-�H�•���%�D�U�Q�D�E�\����

�%�\���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�L�Q�J���W�R���L�J�Q�R�U�H���D�Q�G���V�X�S�S�U�H�V�V���–�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���L�G�H�D�V����Blood Quantum 

�V�X�J�J�H�V�W�V�����W�K�H���(�X�U�R�F�H�Q�W�U�L�F���F�D�S�L�W�D�O�L�V�W���D�Q�G���F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O�L�V�W���Z�R�U�O�G�Y�L�H�Z�����X�Q�O�H�V�V���H�•�H�F��

�W�L�Y�H�O�\���F�R�X�Q�W�H�U�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���Y�H�U�\���H�S�L�V�W�H�P�R�O�R�J�L�H�V���L�W���R�F�F�O�X�G�H�V�����Z�L�O�O���G�H�V�W�U�R�\���L�W�V�H�O�I��

�D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U�V�� �7�K�L�V���D�V�S�H�F�W���R�I���W�K�H���4�O�P���V���V�R�F�L�D�O���F�R�P�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\���H�F�K�R�H�V���U�H�F�H�Q�W���U�H�D�O��

�Z�R�U�O�G���F�R�Q�5�L�F�W�V���V�X�F�K���D�V���W�K�H���:�H�W�R�V�X�Z�H�W�R�H�Q���O�D�Q�G���G�H�I�H�Q�G�H�U�V�����S�U�R�W�H�V�W�V���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W��

�W�K�H���&�R�D�V�W�D�O���*�D�V�/�L�Q�N���3�L�S�H�O�L�Q�H���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���X�Q�F�H�G�H�G���–�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���W�H�U�U�L�W�R�U�\���L�Q���%�U�L�W�L�V�K��

�&�R�O�X�P�E�L�D�����D���S�U�R�M�H�F�W���R�[�\�P�R�U�R�Q�L�F�D�O�O�\���M�X�V�W�L�4�H�G���D�V���H�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�O�\���S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V�L�Y�H��

���
�7�U�X�G�H�D�X���7�R�X�W�V���������D�Q�G���F�R�H�U�F�L�Y�H�O�\���H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���5�R�\�D�O���&�D�Q�D�G�L�D�Q���0�R�X�Q�W�H�G��

�3�R�O�L�F�H�����D�Q���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���K�D�V���Q�R�Z���4�Q�D�O�O�\���D�F�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�G���L�W�V���R�Z�Q���V�\�V�W�H�P�L�F��

�U�D�F�L�V�P�����%�D�O�O�L�Q�J�D�O�O���…�ƒ�…�ƒ�����:�D�O�V�K�����/�H�%�O�D�Q�F���D�Q�G���7�D�L�W���…�ƒ�…�ƒ�������–�Q�G�H�H�G�����L�W���L�V���W�H�O�O�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W��

�F�H�U�W�D�L�Q���F�R�Q�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�Y�H���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�L�D�Q�V���V�H�H���W�K�H���&�2�9�–�'���„�Œ���S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F���D�V���D���X�Q�L�T�X�H���R�S�S�R�U��

�W�X�Q�L�W�\���W�R���S�U�H�V�V���R�Q���Z�L�W�K���S�L�S�H�O�L�Q�H���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���X�Q�L�P�S�H�G�H�G���E�\���S�U�R�W�H�V�W�R�U�V���G�X�U�L�Q�J��

�F�R�Q�4�Q�H�P�H�Q�W�����%�U�D�F�N�H�Q���…�ƒ�…�ƒ�������6�H�H�P�L�Q�J�O�\���P�L�U�U�R�U�L�Q�J���V�X�F�K���L�V�V�X�H�V����Blood Quantum 

�P�H�P�R�U�D�E�O�\���Y�L�V�X�D�O�L�]�H�V���H�O�G�H�U�V�����V�W�U�X�J�J�O�H�V���W�R���S�U�R�W�H�F�W���W�K�H���O�D�Q�G���Z�K�H�Q�����L�Q���K�L�V���4�Q�D�O��

�V�F�H�Q�H�����*�L�V�L�J�X���U�H�I�X�V�H�V���W�R���D�E�D�Q�G�R�Q���0�L���N�P�D�Z���W�H�U�U�L�W�R�U�\���D�J�D�L�Q���D�Q�G�����4�O�P�H�G���L�Q���D��

�O�R�Q�J���V�K�R�W���W�K�D�W���H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�V���K�L�V���W�H�Q�D�F�L�R�X�V���V�W�U�X�J�J�O�H���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���R�Y�H�U�Z�K�H�O�P�L�Q�J���R�G�G�V����

�V�L�Q�J�O�H���K�D�Q�G�H�G�O�\���E�D�W�W�O�H�V���D���V�Z�D�U�P���R�I���]�R�P�E�L�H�V��

�–�P�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�Q�J���1�R�Q���–�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���9�L�H�Z�H�U�V�����'�H�F�H�Q�W�H�U�L�Q�J��

White Narratives 

�%�D�U�Q�D�E�\���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���X�Q�G�H�U�H�V�W�L�P�D�W�H���Z�K�L�W�H���V�R�F�L�H�W�\���V���V�W�X�E�E�R�U�Q���U�H�I�X�V�D�O���W�R���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H��

�W�K�H���Q�H�H�G���I�R�U���V�S�D�F�H�V���Z�K�H�U�H���–�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���F�D�Q���5�R�X�U�L�V�K���X�Q�L�P�S�H�G�H�G����

�–�Q�G�H�H�G�� �K�L�V���K�D�U�G���K�L�W�W�L�Q�J���V�W�\�O�H���D�Q�G���D�G�R�S�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���]�R�P�E�L�H���V�X�E�J�H�Q�U�H���D�V�W�X�W�H�O�\��

�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�H�����W�K�U�R�X�J�K���L�U�R�Q�\���D�Q�G���H�[�F�H�V�V�����W�K�H���G�H�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�Y�H���F�R�Q�W�U�D�G�L�F�W�L�R�Q�V��

�R�I���(�X�U�R�F�H�Q�W�U�L�V�P���D�Q�G���W�K�H���L�P�S�H�U�D�W�L�Y�H���W�R���O�L�V�W�H�Q���W�R���–�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���L�G�H�D�V�����%�D�U�Q�D�E�\��
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�R�S�H�Q�O�\���H�[�S�U�H�V�V�H�V���K�L�V���G�H�V�L�U�H���W�R���G�H�S�O�R�\���J�H�Q�U�H���4�O�P�P�D�N�L�Q�J���W�R���U�H�D�F�K���
�\�R�X�Q�J�H�U���D�Q�G��

�E�U�R�D�G�H�U���D�X�G�L�H�Q�F�H�V�������D�Q�G���D�G�P�L�W�V���W�R���G�H�O�L�E�H�U�D�W�H�O�\���L�Q�V�W�U�X�P�H�Q�W�D�O�L�]�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W��

�K�\�S�H�U�S�R�S�X�O�D�U�L�W�\���R�I���W�K�H���]�R�P�E�L�H���4�O�P���W�R���H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H���Y�L�H�Z�H�U���H�Q�J�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���Z�L�W�K��

�G�L�]�F�X�O�W���L�V�V�X�H�V�����E�R�W�K���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O���D�Q�G���R�Q�J�R�L�Q�J�����%�O�D�F�N���…�ƒ�…�ƒ�������–�Q�G�H�H�G�����W�K�H���S�U�H�P�L�V�H��

of Blood Quantum �L�V���L�Q�K�H�U�H�Q�W�O�\���H�G�L�I�\�L�Q�J�����$�V���O�H�D�G���D�F�W�R�U�����0�L�F�K�D�H�O���*�U�H�\�H�\�H�V��

�U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�V�����W�K�H���
�L�G�H�D���W�K�D�W���F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���U�H�H�Q�D�F�W�H�G���V�X�E�Y�H�U�V�L�Y�H�O�\��

�L�V���D���P�H�V�V�D�J�H���W�K�D�W���H�Y�H�Q���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���Q�R�Q���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O�����Q�R�Q���V�R�F�L�D�O�O�\���L�Q�I�R�U�P�H�G���S�H�U�V�R�Q��

�Z�L�O�O���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G���U�L�J�K�W���D�Z�D�\�������<�D�P�D�W�R���…�ƒ�…�ƒ�������$�W���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���W�L�P�H����Blood Quantum 

�K�H�H�G�V���6�L�P�S�V�R�Q���V���Z�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���U�H�F�H�Q�W�H�U�L�Q�J���–�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���V�W�U�X�J�J�O�H�V���D�U�R�X�Q�G��

�Z�K�L�W�H���D�O�O�\�V�K�L�S�����6�L�P�S�V�R�Q���…�ƒ�„�‰�����†�ƒ�������1�R�Q���–�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�V���U�H�P�D�L�Q���O�D�U�J�H�O�\��

�S�H�U�L�S�K�H�U�D�O�����2�Q�O�\���&�K�D�U�O�L�H�����W�K�H���S�U�H�J�Q�D�Q�W���J�L�U�O�I�U�L�H�Q�G���R�I���7�U�D�\�O�R�U���V���D�Q�G���-�R�V�V���V���W�H�H�Q�D�J�H��

�V�R�Q���-�R�V�H�S�K�����W�D�N�H�V���X�S���V�L�J�Q�L�4�F�D�Q�W���Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H���V�S�D�F�H�����%�D�U�Q�D�E�\���V���L�Q�L�W�L�D�O���G�L�]�F�X�O�W�L�H�V��

�L�Q���J�H�W�W�L�Q�J���K�L�V���S�U�R�M�H�F�W���I�X�Q�G�H�G�����/�L�S�V�H�W�W���…�ƒ�…�ƒ�����:�R�Q�J���…�ƒ�„�Œ�������K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����U�H�5�H�F�W���D�Q��

�R�Q�J�R�L�Q�J���U�H�O�X�F�W�D�Q�F�H���W�R���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���–�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���F�H�Q�W�H�U�H�G���V�W�R�U�L�H�V��2���&�R�P�P�H�Q�W�L�Q�J��

�R�Q���Z�K�\���K�H���I�R�X�Q�G���Q�R���W�D�N�H�U�V���Z�K�H�Q���K�H���S�U�R�S�R�V�H�G���W�K�H���S�U�R�M�H�F�W���W�R���4�Q�D�Q�F�L�H�U�V���L�Q��

�…�ƒ�ƒ�Š�����%�D�U�Q�D�E�\���H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�V���W�K�D�W���
�Q�R�E�R�G�\���Z�D�V���U�H�D�G�\���W�R���K�H�D�U���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���J�U�H�D�W���F�D�S��

�L�W�D�O�L�V�W���G�U�H�D�P���Z�D�V���I�D�O�O�L�Q�J���D�S�D�U�W���D�Q�G���F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O�L�V�P���Z�D�V���J�R�L�Q�J���W�R���K�H�O�S���X�V�K�H�U���X�V���L�Q�W�R��
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